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1. Purpose, This directive provides guidance to the Office of Surface
Mining Reclamaticn and Enforcement (OSMRE) employess for complying with
the statutory reguirement for notarized appraisal in conjunction with
filing a 1ien on reclaimed land.

2. Definitions. ' . ' I

{-- a. Appraisal means a qualified appraiser’'s opinion of the
egtimated market value of the property in lte unreclaimed condition and

the subasequent market value of the property in ite reclaimed condition.
. |

1 - b. Notarized, for thias purpose, means attested to and certified by
T & licensed notary public that the appraisal ie signed by the persoa(s)
. whe conducted the appraisal., : i

3. Pulicyfpr¢¢uﬂures.

2. Concept.

Where reclamation ie conducted on private property, Section

408 of the Burface Mining Control and Reclamation Act (SMCRA) requires
that a lian be placed for the increase in property valus where the
reclamation results in a significant increase in the value of the land

. reclaimed. SMCRA and the OSMRE rules require that the appraisal{s} be
notarized. Although the notarized appraisal(s) provide a baais for .
filing a lien, appraisal{e)} are not appropriate documents for filing in
the land records. It is sufficient that the lien, which is an
appropriate document for filing in the land records, state the before
and after appraised valuations and the increase in value that forms the
basis for the lien.

T~

. Responsibility. ) ]

The Eastern or Western Field Office, Realty Officer, is
responsible for: (1) Reviewing appraisal(s) and accapting the
notarized appraisal{a) as the basis for lien.

-

e, FProcadures, . -

i} 1. 1In ordering appraisal(s), OSHRE should inform the
(' appraiser, in writing, that the appraisal(s) will be a matter of public
I record in conjunction with the lien,




2. OSMRE should request that the appraiser furnish a notarized
suzpmary of the appraisal report in addition to the notarized
appraisalis).

: 3. Wotarized appraisal{s) should remain in the official file.
Copies can be furnished to landowners after deletion of any information
designated by the appraiser as privileged or confidential.

4. Reporting Requirements., Hone,

5. References. 30 CFR 8£2.12 and 8B2,13.

6. E!fact.nn Other Documenis. Supersades AML-2, Transmittal Nunber
221, dated June 19, 19584, :

7. Eiffective Data, JIasuance.

8. rContact. Divizion of Abandoned Mine Landw {(202) 343-7910,.



