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Preface 

This publication was originally issued in conjunction with an exhibit: “The United States 
Public Health Service: The Last Hundred Years,” prepared to commemorate the 
centennial of the PHS Commissioned Corps in 1989. 

In celebration of the bicentennial of the United States Public Health Service in 1998, a 
revision of the 1989 Bibliography has been compiled. This newly revised and updated 
bibliography is a selected list of sources relating to the history of the United States Public 
Health Service from its beginning in 1798 as the Marine Hospital Service. With the 
earlier bibliography serving as the foundation, it has been augmented by additional 
references from CATLINE (the Library’s online book catalog), and HISTLINE (the 
history of medicine online), as well as other sources. It includes monographs and journal 
articles which are presented in four broad categories: general works; control of disease 
and delivery of health care; biomedical research; and regulation of food and drugs. This 
revision includes an additional 84 references and was prepared with assistance from the 
Office of the PHS Historian. It is not an exhaustive list but rather a preliminary guide to 
the subject. 

Single copies of this bibliography are available without charge by writing to either of the 
following: 

Chief, History of Medicine Division Office of the PHS Historian 
National Library of Medicine 5600 Fishers Lane 
8600 Rockville Pike Room 18-23 
Bethesda, Maryland 20894 Rockville, Maryland 20857 
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