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geologic map of the United States (King and Beikman, 1974)
and, for Alaska, the geologic map of the world (Reed and
Wheeler, in press). With advice from regional experts in the
USGS, the stratigraphic units shown on the source maps
were converted to the fourteen generalized lithologic units.
All of the units contain many lithologies (rock and sediment
types); the dominant one is shown in each area.
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SEDIMENTARY LITHOLOGIES

Glacial deposits (and in Alaska, glacial ice) --
Typically unsorted and unconsolidated boulders to
clay; up to 200 m thick

Unconsolidated or partly consolidated sediment
-- Deposited in modern streams and lakes or
beneath ancient seas; typically layered

Sedimentary rock (other than carbonates) --
Consolidated, typically layered, hard to soft
sediment

Carbonate rock -- Includes marble (metamor-
phosed carbonate rock)

Iron-formation -- Mainly hard, layered, iron-
rich, sedimentary rock; some metamorphic rock

IGNEOUS LITHOLOGIES

Felsic volcanic rock -- Light-colored, fine- to
medium-grained  volcanic rock derived from
erupted lava or from welded ash or crystals

Felsic intrusive rock -- Light-colored, medium-
to coarse-grained rock, such as granite, derived
from molten magma that lithified below the
Earth's surface

Intermediate and mafic volcanic rock -- Gray
to black, fine- to medium-grained volcanic rock
derived from erupted lava, such as basalt, or
from welded ash particles or crystals

minerals and materials are mined and processed in the United States.
Locations of the 1,965 nonfuel mines and processing sites were
compiled by the U.S. Geological Survey. Some sites are sources for
more than one commodity. The number of sites for each commodity
is listed in parentheses. The Mine Safety and Health Administration
provided locations for the 1,832 active coal mines and 487 coal
processing facilities shown on this poster (Energy Information
Administration, 1997). Locations for the eight active uranium mines
were also provided by the Energy Information Administration (Luther
Smith, EIA, written commun., 1998).
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