
Reducing Volcanic Risk in the U.S.

USGS scientists sponsor and participate in educational workshops, emergency
planning meetings, and community presentations in order to keep people informed
about volcanic hazards and unrest in their area.

Preparing for Volcanic Emergencies:
Keeping You Informed

The best scientific information
and volcanic warnings will
reduce volcanic risk only
through effective communication
among a wide group of partners
who live and work in potentially
dangerous areas. Before, during,
and after eruptions and periods
of volcanic unrest, USGS
scientists work with decision
makers, the public, the media,
and professionals from industry
and government to develop and
deliver volcano-hazards
information needed to lessen the
potential impacts of volcanic
activity.

Several USGS websites deliver current information about the USGS Volcano
Hazards Program, volcano hazards, and volcanic activity in the United States.

The USGS issues volcano hazards information
through a wide variety of products, including
maps, reports, fact sheets, posters, educational
videos, and alert-level notifications.
For more information contact the USGS at 1-800-USA-MAPS

ALASKA VOLCANOES UPDATE -- Thursday, March 14, 1996 2:00 pm AST (2300 UTC)

AKUTAN VOLCANO

LEVEL OF CONCERN COLOR CODE:

54 08' N 165 58' W. summit elevation 1303 m (4275 feet)
o o

ORANGE

Significant seismicity continues near Akutan volcano. AVO is initiating use of a Level of
Concern Color Code (attached). We designate the current Level of Concern Color to be
ORANGE indicating an eruption is possible at any time within the next few days. Based on the
frequency, number and locations of recorded earthquakes, the following scenarios are considered
possible at this time:

(1) Earthquake activity diminishes and no eruption occurs
(2) Eruption of a lava flow from a vent on the flank or within the summit caldera, accompanied
by ash plumes and explosions
(3) Significant, explosive eruption producing ash plumes to altitudes of 30,000' ASL or higher.
Installation of additional seismometers may allow us to revise these scenarios in the days ahead.

Following intense felt seismicity reported by Akutan residents Sunday evening through Monday,
an AVO seismologist arrived on Tuesday and installed a single seismometer to record earthquake
activity. Seismicity declined Tuesday but Wednesday, at about 5:00 pm AST, felt-earthquakes
began occurring at a rate of greater than 1 per minute, a higher rate than that on Monday, March
11. This activity continued through most of the night and many events were strongly felt in
Akutan. Damage associated with these earthquakes included objects tumbling off shelves. The
strongest of these events were felt as far away as Dutch Harbor/Unalaska 50 km to the southwest
of Akutan. A slight decrease in the rate of activity occurred at about 5:00 am AST today, however
felt earthquakes continue at a rate of about one every 2-3 minutes.

AVO is sending additional personnel and equipment to the area today. Since this seismic crisis
began on Sunday evening, March 10, poor weather has prevented any visual observations of the
volcano.

Akutan volcano is located on west central Akutan Island in the eastern Aleutian Islands 185 km
southwest of the tip of the Alaska Peninsula and 1225 km southwest of Anchorage. The
communities of Unalaska and Dutch Harbor, lie 50 km to the southwest. The city of Akutan
(seasonal population of 750) lies 13.5 km east of the volcano. Akutan is a stratovolcano with a 2-
km-wide summit crater with an active cinder cone. It is one of the most active volcanoes in the
Aleutian arc with at least 27 separate eruptive episodes documented since 1790. The volcano
frequently produces low-level eruptive activity including steam and ash emission. The most
recent eruptive activity--localized steam and ash emission--occurred in 1992.

AVO is closely monitoring the situation. Further updates will be issued as information becomes
available. Information on the Akutan situation may be accessed on the Internet at:
http://www.avo.alaska.edu
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During an intense swarm of earthquakes beneath Akutan volcano, Alaska, USGS scientists were on hand to provide
updates and evaluations of the seismic unrest -- preventing the unnecessary evacuation of 1,000 residents and the
shutdown of a $10 million/month fishing industry.


