




The Rural Information Center (RIC), located at the National Agricultural Library, provides

information and referral services to local government officials, community organizations,

cooperatives, libraries, businesses, and rural citizens working to maintain the vitality of

America's rural areas.

SERVICES:

Provide customized information products to specific inquiries including assistance in

economic revitalization issues; local government planning projects; funding sources; and

other related issues for the purpose of monitoring the quality of rural life.

Process a broad array of general and funding information requests on such topics as:

! Successful strategies, models, and case studies of community development projects

! Small business attraction, retention, and expansion

! Tourism promotion and development

! Recycling programs

! Community water quality

! Technology transfer to rural areas

Refer users to organizations and experts for additional information.

Perform brief database searches of requested topics.

Furnish bibliographies and resource materials

1-800-633-7701

USDA Rural Information Center, National Agriculture Library

10301 Baltimore Avenue, Room 304

Beltsville, MD  20705-2351

http://www.nal.usda.gov/ric

ric@nal.usda.gov



Bibliographies in the Quick Bibliography Series of the National Agricultural Library, are
intended primarily for current awareness, and as the title of the series implies, are not
indepth exhaustive bibliographies on any given subject. However, the citations are a
substantial resource for recent investigations on a given topic. They also serve the
purpose of bringing the literature of agriculture to the interested user who, in many
cases, could not access it by any other means. The bibliographies are derived from
computerized online searches of the AGRICOLA data base. Timeliness of topic and
evidence of extensive interest are the selection criteria. 

The author/searcher determines the purpose, length, and search strategy of the Quick
Bibliography. Information regarding these is available upon request from the
author/searcher.

Copies of this bibliography may be made or used for distribution without prior
approval. The inclusion or omission of a particular publication or citation may not be
construed as endorsement or disapproval. 
To request a copy of a bibliography in this series, send the series title, series number
and self-addressed gummed label to: 

U.S. Department of Agriculture

National Agricultural Library
Public Services Division, Room 111
Beltsville, Maryland 20705 
































































