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Michael Brown: Under Secretary

Michael Brown was nominated by President George Bush as the first Under Secre-
tary of Emergency Preparedness and Response (EP&R) in the newly created De-
partment of Homeland Security in January 2003. Mr. Brown coordinates federal
disaster relief activities, including implementation of the Federal Response Plan,
which authorizes the response and recovery operations of 26 federal agencies and
departments as well as the American Red Cross. He would also oversee the National
Flood Insurance Program and the U.S. Fire Administration, and initiate proactive
mitigation activities.

Additionally, as Under Secretary, Mr. Brown will help the Secretary of Homeland
Security ensure the effectiveness of emergency responders, and direct the Strategic
National Stockpile, the National Disaster Medical System and the Nuclear Incident
Response Team.

Previously, Mr. Brown served as FEMA's Deputy Director and the agency's General
Counsel. Shortly after the September 11th terrorist attacks, Mr. Brown served on the
President's Consequence Management Principal's Committee, which acted as the
White House's policy coordination group for the federal domestic response to the
attacks. Later, the President asked him to head the Consequence Management
Working Group to identify and resolve key issues regarding the federal response plan.
In August 2002, President Bush appointed him to the Transition Planning Office for
the new Department of Homeland Security, serving as the transition leader for the
EP&R Division. Mr. Brown currently chairs the National Citizen Corps Council, part
of the President's USA Freedom Corps volunteer initiative.

Prior to joining FEMA he practiced law in Colorado and Oklahoma, where he served
as a bar examiner on ethics and professional responsibility for the Oklahoma Su-
preme Court and as a hearing examiner for the Colorado Supreme Court. He had
been appointed as a special prosecutor in police disciplinary matters. While attending
law school he was appointed by the Chairman of the Senate Finance Committee of
the Oklahoma Legislature as the Finance Committee Staff Director, where he
oversaw state fiscal issues. His background in state and local government also
includes serving as an assistant city manager with emergency services oversight and
as a city councilman.

A native of Oklahoma, Mr. Brown holds a bachelor's degree in Public Administration/
Political Science from Central State University, Oklahoma. He received his J.D. from
Oklahoma City University’s School of Law. He was an adjunct professor of law for
the Oklahoma City University.
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