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Patrick James Rhode: Chief of Staff

Patrick Rhode was appointed chief of staff for the Federal Emergency Management
Agency, part of the new Department of Homeland Security, by President Bush in
April 2003. As chief of staff, he is responsible for the day-to-day operations of the
agency and for directing the implementation of Under Secretary Michael Brown's
priorities and policies. FEMA coordinates federal disaster relief activities, including
the response and recovery operations of 26 federal agencies and departments and the
American Red Cross. FEMA's responsibilities also include initiating proactive mitiga-
tion activities, training first responders and overseeing the National Flood Insurance
Program and the U.S. Fire Administration. FEMA became part of the Department of
Homeland Security in March 2003.

Before joining FEMA, Mr. Rhode was associate administrator at the U.S. Small
Business Administration and  White House liaison for the Department of Commerce.
His first position with the Bush Administration was as special assistant to the Presi-
dent and deputy director of National Advance Operations, a position he assumed in
January 2001.

Previously, Mr. Rhode served as deputy director of National Advance Operations for
the George W. Bush Presidential Campaign, in  Austin, Texas. His other professional
credits include serving in communications and public affairs roles in the Texas Depart-
ment of Agriculture, the Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs, and
Entergy Corporation. Earlier in his career, Mr. Rhode was an anchor/reporter with
network affiliated television stations in Alabama and Arkansas.

A native of Hot Springs, Ark., Mr. Rhode holds a bachelor's degree in political science
from the University of Arkansas, in Fayetteville.
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