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ACTION:  Noti ce.

SUMVARY: Principal Federal statistical organizations are
jointly announcing the opportunity to comrent on their
respective proposed guidelines for ensuring and nmaxi m zi ng
the quality, objectivity, utility, and integrity of

di ssenm nated information. The statistical organizations’
gual ity guidelines are each being devel oped to be responsive
to Ofice of Managenent and Budget (OVB) issued governnent -
wi de guidelines at 67 FR 8452-8460 (February 22, 2002) and
are intended to be included as part of the response fromthe
Department or agency in which the statistical organization
is located. Departnments and agencies are required to issue
their own inplenenting guidelines, including correction
procedures, and to make the guidelines available on their

i ndi vidual Wb Sites. Sone basic features of how the
Nation’s principal statistical organizations will be
responsive to the OVB guidelines are presented in the

Suppl ementary Information section of this notice. This

notice al so serves to announce the availability of each

organi zation’s draft guidelines and related infornmation (see



Section Il of Supplenentary Information).

A statistical agency or unit, as defined in the Federal
Reqgi ster June 27, 1997(62 FR 35043-35050), is an agency or
organi zational unit of the Executive Branch whose activities
are predom nantly the collection, conpilation, processing or
anal ysis of information for statistical purposes. The above
list of statistical organizations consists of the principal
statistical agencies and other statistical organizational
units belonging to the Interagency Council on Statistical
Policy. Statistical organizations have |ong been | eaders in
the activities that are being required under the OVB
guidelines. It should be noted that each organization wll
prepare its final guidelines in conjunction with its
respective Departnment or agency.

The O fice of Managenent and Budget recognizes that
Federal statistical organizations provide a substanti al
variety of data. Accordingly, it is understood that the OVB
gui del i nes cannot be inplenented in the sanme way by each
organi zation. In sone cases, for exanple, the data
di ssem nated by an organi zation are not collected by that
organi zation at a particular point in time; rather, the
information the organization nust dissemnate in a tinely
manner is conpiled froma variety of sources (including
surveys, adm nistrative records, and other sources) that are
constantly updated and revised and are generally

confidential. \While organizations’ inplenentation of the



guidelines may differ, the essence of the guidelines wll
apply. That is, these organizations nust meke their mnethods
transparent by providing docunentation, ensure quality by
reviewi ng nmet hods and consulting with experts and users, and
i nform users about corrections and revisions.

Each organi zation will take coments received into
account, and wll prepare its final guidelines in
conjunction with its respective Departnent or agency for

subm ssion to OVMB by August 1, 2002.

DATES: The dates for subm ssion of comments to the
statistical organizations vary. Comments on a specific
organi zation’s draft guidelines nust be filed by the date
provi ded at that organization’s Wb Site as |isted below in

Section Il of Supplenentary |nformation.

ADDRESSES: Comments concerning an individual statistical
organi zation’s guidelines should be sent to that

organi zation’s representative as noted below in Section I

of the Supplenmentary Information. To ensure receipt of the
comments by the due date, subm ssion by FAX or e-nail is

reconmended.

FOR FURTHER | NFORMATI ON CONTACT: Copi es of the draft
gui delines for individual organizations are at the

organi zations’ Wb Sites |isted below in Section Il of



Suppl ementary Information, along with information on a

contact person for each organization.

SUPPLEMENTARY | NFORNVATI ON:

| . Background

1. Statistical Oganization Actions, Wb Sites, and
Represent ati ves

I11. Agency/Departnent Process to Respond to Conments

Backgr ound

Federal statistics play a key role in a broad range of
public policy, business, and individual decisions. Federal
statistical surveys and conpilations of adm nistrative data
are extensive undertakings that involve the collection of
detailed information, often fromlarge nunbers of entities.

The principal functions of Federal statistical
organi zati ons generally include the conpilation, analysis,
and the dissem nation of information, although the actual
m x of functions varies by organization. Federal
statistical organizations seek to maintain their
i ndependence in the production of their statistics; the
confidentiality of information provided by respondents; and
high quality standards. These features foster credibility
with data users and trust anong data providers. The heads

of the Nation’s principal statistical agencies (ERS, NASS,



BEA, Census, NCES, EIA NCHS, BJS, BLS, and BTS) plus the
heads of the statistical units in the IRS, NSF, and SSA,
serve on the Interagency Council on Statistical Policy
(I1CSP) which is led by OVMB. The | CSP coordi nates
statistical work across organi zations, enables the exchange
of information about organization prograns and activities,
and provi des advice and counsel to OVB on statisti cal
activities.

H gh quality publicly available statistics from Feder al
statistical organizations are essential for the nation to
advance the economc well-being and quality of life of its
people. OWB guidelines for the quality, objectivity,
utility, and integrity of information dissem nated by
Federal agencies are enconpassed by the statistical
organi zations’ requirenents that the statistics produced
must be accurate, tinely, relevant, and accessible to data
users. The statistics should al so be reproduci bl e, neaning
that there is the capability to use the docunented net hods
on the sane data set to achieve a consistent result.

Statistical organizations, as defined above, maintain
the quality of their data or information products as well as
their credibility by setting high standards of performance

in their activities. Such activities generally include:
e Devel opnent of concepts and net hods;

e Planning and design of surveys and ot her neans of

col | ecting dat a;



e Collection of data;

e Processing and editing of data;

e Analysis of data;

e Production of estimates or projections;
e Establishment of review procedures; and

e Dissem nation of data by published reports, electronic
files and other nedia requested by users.
Statistical organizations undertake these activities in
substantially different proportions, and not all statistical
organi zati ons engage in each of these activities.

A statistical organization’s commtnent to quality and
prof essi onal standards of practice further includes: the
use of nodern statistical theory and practice in al
techni cal work; the devel opnent of strong staff expertise in
the disciplines relevant to its mssion; the inplenentation
of ongoing quality assurance progranms to inprove data
validity and reliability and to i nprove the processes of
conpiling, editing, and anal yzing data; and the devel opnent
of a strong and continuing relationship with appropriate
prof essional organizations in the fields of statistics and
rel evant subject-matter areas.

To carry out its mssion, a Federal statistical
organi zati on assunmes responsibility for determ ning sources
of data, neasurenent methods, nethods of data collection and

processing while mnimzing respondent burden; enploying



appropriate nethods of analysis; and ensuring the public
availability of the data and docunentation of the nethods
used to obtain the data. Wthin the constraints of resource
avai lability, a statistical organization continually works
to inprove its data systens to provide information necessary
for the formulation of public policy.

In striving for the w dest possible dissem nation and
greatest usefulness of its data, a statistical organization
establishes a publications policy that addresses the types
of reports and other data rel eases, including electronic, to
be made avail able; the frequency and tineliness of such
rel eases; the variety of avenues for data di ssem nati on and
formats; and policies for the preservation of data. A
statistical organization seeks advice on specific data
concepts, nethods, and products fromdata users and from
ot her professional and technical subject-matter and
met hodol ogi cal experts. \Wen applicable, a statistical
organi zati on seeks advice on its statistical programas a
whol e, including the setting of statistical priorities and
on the statistical nmethodologies it uses. The organization
strives to neet the needs for access to data while
mai nt ai ni ng appropriate safeguards for the confidentiality
of individual responses.

I n accordance with the OVB gui delines, each agency wl|
establish nmechanisns providing the public with the

opportunity to seek correction of information that does not



conply with OVMB or agency guidelines. Those nechanisns are
addressed in nore detail on the Web Sites listed below in

Section Il of Supplenentary |Information.

1. Statistical Organization Actions, Wb Sites, and

Representati ves

According to OW' s guidelines, an agency designated in
OVB Circular A-130 nust publish a notice of availability of

its draft quality guidelines in the Federal Register and

post the draft guidelines on the its Wb Site to provide an
opportunity for public comment. The statistical

organi zations participating in this Federal Register notice

are listed below. As noted above, many statistical

organi zations will also be formally covered by the quality
gui delines of their parent Departnent or agency, and those
draft guidelines are also available for review

The statistical organizations |isted bel ow are
requesting comments on the quality guidelines that each has
devel oped for its dissem nated information.

The Wb Site addresses present each organi zation's
draft guidelines on which the organization is requesting
public coments. Also included is the organization’s
contact person for nore informati on and who shoul d receive
any coments. To ensure receipt of the comments by the due

date indicated on an agency’'s Wb Site, subm ssion by FAX or



e-mail is recomended.

BEA - The proposed quality guidelines are avail abl e at

www. bea. qov/ . For additional information or to coment

on the agency’s guidelines, contact Stephen Andrews.
M. Andrews may be contacted by tel ephone at (202) 606-
9653, FAX at (202) 606-5313, or e-nmil at ocs@ea. gov.

H's mailing address is Bureau of Econom c Anal ysis, BE-
40, 1441 L Street, N. W, Washington, DC 20230.
BLS - The proposed quality guidelines are avail abl e at

www. bl s. gov/ BLS/ Quality. ht m For additi onal

information or to conment on the agency’s guidelines,
contact Deborah Klein. M. Klein may be contacted by
t el ephone at (202) 691-5900, FAX at (202) 691-5899, or

e-mai|l at DataQa@ls.gov. Her mailing address is

Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2 Massachusetts Avenue,
N. E., Washi ngton, DC 20212.
BJS - The proposed quality guidelines are avail abl e at

WWW. 0] p. usdoj . gov/ bj s/ wht snw2. ht m For additi onal

information or to conmment on the agency’s guidelines,
contact Pete Brien. M. Brien may be contacted by
t el ephone at (202) 305-0643, FAX at (202) 307-5846, or

e-mai| at askbjs@jp.usdoj.gov. H's nmailing address is

Bureau of Justice Statistics, 810 7th St, N W,
Washi ngton, DC 20531.
BTS - The proposed quality guidelines are avail abl e at

www. bt s. gov/ st at pol /. For additional information on
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t he agency’s guidelines, contact Eugene Burns. Dr.
Burns may be contacted by tel ephone at (202) 366-3491,
FAX at (202) 366-3640, or e-mail at

eugene. burns@ts.gov. H's nmailing address is Ofice of

Statistical Quality (K-24), Bureau of Transportation
Statistics, 400 Seventh Street, S.W, Wshington, DC
20590. To comment on the agency’ s guidelines, send
your comrents to the U S. Departnent of
Transportation, Docket Managenent System (DVS). You
may submit your comments by fax, Internet, in person
or via the US mil to the Docket C erk, Docket No.
OST-2002- 11996, Departnment of Transportation, 400
Seventh Street, S.W, Room PL-401, \Washi ngton, DC
20590- 0001. Comments should identify the DOT docket
nunber. Please note that due to delays in the delivery
of US mail to Federal offices in Washington, DC
persons shoul d consider an alternative nethod (the
Internet, fax, or professional delivery service) to
submt comments. You may fax your comments to the DVS
at (202) 493-2251. If you wish to file comments using
the Internet, you may use the DOT DVM5 Wb Site at

http://dns. dot. gov/. Pl ease foll ow the online

instructions for submtting an el ectronic conment.

Census - The proposed quality guidelines are avail able

at www. census. qov/ . For additional information or to

comment on the agency’s guidelines, contact Cynthia

11



Clark. Dr. dark nmay be contacted by tel ephone at
(301) 457-2160, FAX at (301) 457-1902, or e-mmil at

gual i ty@ensus.gov. Her mailing address is Associate

Director for Methodol ogy and Standards, U S. Census
Bur eau, Washi ngton, DC 20233-9000.
EIA - The proposed quality guidelines are avail abl e at

WWW. ei a. doe. gov/ nei c/ about El A/ about us. ht m For

additional information or to comment on the agency’s
gui del i nes, contact Jay Casselberry. M. Cassel berry
may be contacted by tel ephone at (202) 287-1717, FAX at
(202) 287-1705, or e-mail at

Jay. Cassel berry@i a. doe.gov. H's mailing address is

Statistics and Methods G oup (ElI-70), Energy

I nformati on Adm nistration, U S. Departnment of Energy,
1000 I ndependence Ave., S. W, Washington, DC 20585-
0670.

ERS - The proposed quality guidelines are avail abl e at

WWW. er s. usda. gov/ . For additional information or to

comment on the agency’ s gui delines, contact Phi
Fulton. Dr. Fulton may be contacted by tel ephone at
(202) 694-5000, FAX at (202) 694-5757, or e-mail at

pfulton@rs.usda.gov. H's mailing address is Econom c

Research Service, 1800 M Street, N W, Wshington, DC
20036- 5831.
| RS/ Statistics of Income Division - The quality

guidelines for IRS Statistics of Income Division wll

12



be included in the final agency-w de guidelines. The
| RS draft guidelines are avail able at

WWW. i rs. gov/pub/irs-

utl/data quality draft quidelines. pdf. For additi onal

information or to comment on I RS s guidelines, contact
Wayne W egand by tel ephone at (202) 927-4412, FAX at
(202) 874-0922, e-mail at Wayne.E. Wegand@rs. gov, or
mai | at Internal Revenue Service, 1111 Constitution
Avenue NW Room 3524, Washi ngton DC 20224, ATTN. Wayne
W egand.

NASS - The proposed quality guidelines are avail able at

www. usda. gov/ nass/ . For additional information or to

comment on the agency’s guidelines, contact Rich Allen.
M. Alen may be contacted by tel ephone at (202) 720-
4333, FAX at (202) 720-9013, or e-mmil at

rall en@ass. usda.gov. His mailing address is USDA-

NASS, Room 4117 South Bl dg., 1400 | ndependence Ave.
S. W, Washi ngton, DC 20250-2001.

NCES - The proposed quality guidelines are avail abl e at

WWW. nces. ed. gov/ st at pr oq. For additional information

or to coment on the agency’s guidelines, contact
Marilyn McM 1l en Seastrom Dr. Seastrom may be
contacted by tel ephone at (202) 502-7303, FAX at (202)

502-1717, or email at marilyn.ncm || en@d. gov. Her

mai | i ng address is NCES, Room 9051, 1990 K Street N W,
Washi ngt on, DC 20006.
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NCHS - The proposed quality guidelines are avail able at

www. cdc. gov/ nchs/ . For additional information or to

comment on the agency’s guidelines, contact Jennifer
Madans. Dr. Madans may be contacted by tel ephone at
301-458-4500, FAX at (301) 458-4020, or e-mumil at

JMadans@dc. gov. Her mailing address is National

Center for Health Statistics, 6525 Belcrest Road, Room
1140, Hyattsville, NMD 20782.

NSF/ Di vi si on of Science Resources Statistics - The

proposed quality guidelines are avail abl e at

www. nsf. gov/ sbe/srs/infoqual.htm For additional

information or to conmment on the division s guidelines,
contact Jeri Mulrow. Ms. Milrow may be contacted by
tel ephone at (703) 292-4784, FAX at (703) 292-9092, or

e-mai |l at JMul row@nsf.gov. Her mailing address is

Di vi sion of Science Resources Statistics, National
Sci ence Foundation, 4201 WIson Blvd., Room 965,
Arlington, VA 22230.

SSA/ O fice of Research, Evaluation, and Statistics -
The proposed quality guidelines are avail abl e at

http://ww. ssa. gov/ 515/ . For additional information or

to comment on SSA s guidelines, contact Brian
Greenberg. Note that quality guidelines for SSA s
statistical information products are included in
agency-w de guidelines. Dr. Geenberg may be contacted

by tel ephone at (410) 965-0131, FAX at (410) 965-3308,

14



or e-mail at brian.v.greenberg@sa.gov. His mailing

address is Social Security Adm nistration, Ofice of
Research, Evaluation, and Statistics, Room 4C15,
Operations Buil ding, 6401 Security Blvd., Baltinore, M
21235.

I11. Agency/ Departnment Process to Respond to Conments

Comments submtted to each individual organization in
response to their notices will be summarized by them and/ or
may be included in their request for OVB approval of the
organi zation's final quality guidelines. |In any event, the

subm tted comments becone a matter of public record.
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Aut horities: Section 515 of the Treasury and Gener al
Government Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2001

(Pub. L. 106-554; H R 5658) and the Ofice of Managenent
and Budget Final Cuidelines issued on February 22, 2002
(67 FR 8452-8460).

| ssued in Washington, D.C. May 29, 2002

Dr. Susan E. O futt

Adm ni strat or

Econom ¢ Research Service
Department of Agriculture

[ 3410- 18- P
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Aut horities: Section 515 of the Treasury and Gener al
Government Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2001

(Pub. L. 106-554; H R 5658) and the Ofice of Managenent
and Budget Final Cuidelines issued on February 22, 2002
(67 FR 8452-8460).

| ssued in Washington, D.C. May 29, 2002

M. R Ronal d Bosecker

Admi ni strator

National Agricultural Statistics Service
Department of Agriculture

[ 3410- 20- P|
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Aut horities: Section 515 of the Treasury and Gener al
Government Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2001

(Pub. L. 106-554; H R 5658) and the Ofice of Managenent
and Budget Final Cuidelines issued on February 22, 2002
(67 FR 8452-8460).

| ssued in Washington, D.C. May 29, 2002

C. Loui s Kincannon
Director

U S. Census Bureau
Depart ment of Comrerce

[ 3510- 07- P
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Aut horities: Section 515 of the Treasury and Gener al
Government Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2001

(Pub. L. 106-554; H R 5658) and the Ofice of Managenent
and Budget Final Cuidelines issued on February 22, 2002
(67 FR 8452-8460).

| ssued in Washington, D.C. May 29, 2002

Dr. J. Steven Landefeld
Director

Bur eau of Econonmi ¢ Anal ysis
Depart ment of Comrerce

[ 3510- 06- P]
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Aut horities: Section 515 of the Treasury and Gener al
Government Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2001

(Pub. L. 106-554; H R 5658) and the Ofice of Managenent
and Budget Final Cuidelines issued on February 22, 2002
(67 FR 8452-8460).

| ssued in Washington, D.C. May 29, 2002

Dr. Gary Phillips

Deputy Conmi ssi oner

Nat i onal Center for Education Statistics
Depart ment of Education

[ 4000- 01- U]
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Aut horities: Section 515 of the Treasury and Gener al
Government Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2001

(Pub. L. 106-554; H R 5658) and the Ofice of Managenent
and Budget Final Cuidelines issued on February 22, 2002
(67 FR 8452-8460).

| ssued in Washington, D.C. May 29, 2002

Ms. Mary J. Hutzler

Acting Adm ni strator

Energy Information Adm nistration
Depart ment of Energy

[ 6450- 01- P]
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Aut horities: Section 515 of the Treasury and Gener al
Government Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2001

(Pub. L. 106-554; H R 5658) and the Ofice of Managenent
and Budget Final Cuidelines issued on February 22, 2002
(67 FR 8452-8460).

| ssued in Washington, D.C. May 29, 2002

Dr. Edward J. Sondi k

Director

Nati onal Center for Health Statistics
Centers for Disease Control and
Preventi on

Depart ment of Health and Human Servi ces

[ 4163- 18- P
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Aut horities: Section 515 of the Treasury and Gener al
Government Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2001

(Pub. L. 106-554; H R 5658) and the Ofice of Managenent
and Budget Final Cuidelines issued on February 22, 2002
(67 FR 8452-8460).

| ssued in Washington, D.C. May 29, 2002

M. Lawrence A. Geenfeld
Acting Director

Bureau of Justice Statistics
Department of Justice

[ 4410- 18- P]
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Aut horities: Section 515 of the Treasury and General
Government Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2001

(Pub. L. 106-554; H R 5658) and the Ofice of Managenent
and Budget Final Cuidelines issued on February 22, 2002
(67 FR 8452-8460).

| ssued in Washington, D.C. May 29, 2002

Ms. Lois O

Acti ng Comm ssi oner

Bureau of Labor Statistics
Depart ment of Labor

[ 4510- 24- P]
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Aut horities: Section 515 of the Treasury and Gener al
Government Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2001

(Pub. L. 106-554; H R 5658) and the Ofice of Managenent
and Budget Final Cuidelines issued on February 22, 2002
(67 FR 8452-8460).

| ssued in Washington, D.C. May 29, 2002

Dr. Lynda T. Carlson

Director

D vi sion of Science Resources Statistics
Nat i onal Sci ence Foundati on

[ 7555- 01- M
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Aut horities: Section 515 of the Treasury and Gener al
Government Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2001

(Pub. L. 106-554; H R 5658) and the Ofice of Managenent
and Budget Final Cuidelines issued on February 22, 2002
(67 FR 8452-8460).

| ssued in Washington, D.C. May 29, 2002

Ms. Susan G ad

Acting Associ ate Comm ssi oner

O fice of Research, Evaluation, and
Statistics

Soci al Security Adm nistration

[4191- 02- U]
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Aut horities: Section 515 of the Treasury and Gener al
Government Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2001

(Pub. L. 106-554; H R 5658) and the Ofice of Managenent
and Budget Final Cuidelines issued on February 22, 2002
(67 FR 8452-8460).

| ssued in Washington, D.C. May 29, 2002

Dr. Ashish Sen

Director

Bureau of Transportation Statistics
Depart ment of Transportation

[ 4910- FE- P
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Aut horities: Section 515 of the Treasury and Gener al
Government Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2001

(Pub. L. 106-554; H R 5658) and the Ofice of Managenent
and Budget Final Cuidelines issued on February 22, 2002
(67 FR 8452-8460).

| ssued in Washington, D.C. May 7, 2002

M. Thomas Pet ska

Acting Director

Statistics of Incone Division
| nt ernal Revenue Service
Department of Treasury

[ 4830- 01- P]
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