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T
he H

azard M
itigation G

rant P
rogram

 (H
M

G
P

) w
as

created in N
ovem

ber 1988, by S
ection 404 of the

R
obert T

. S
tafford D

isaster R
elief and E

m
ergency

A
ssistance A

ct, as am
ended (am

endm
ents include the

H
azard M

itigation and R
elocation A

ssistance A
ct of 1993

and the D
isaster M

itigation A
ct of 2000).  T

he H
M

G
P

assists S
tates and local com

m
unities in im

plem
enting long-

term
 hazard m

itigation m
easures follow

ing a m
ajor disaster

declaration.
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T

he H
M

G
P

 can be used to fund projects to protect either
public or private property, as long as the project fits w

ithin
the state and local governm

ents’ overall m
itigation strategy

to address areas of risk and com
plies w

ith program
 guidelines.

E
xam

ples of projects include:

�
A

cquiring and relocating structures from
 hazard-prone

areas.
�

R
etrofitting structures to

protect them
 from

 floods,
high w

inds, earthquakes, or
other natural hazards

�
C

onstructing certain types
o

f m
in

o
r an

d
 lo

calized
flood control projects

�
C

onstructing safe room
s

inside schools or other buildings in tornado-prone areas
�

D
eveloping S

tate, local, or tribal m
itigation plans

W
H
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IBLE TO
 A

P
P

LY
?

E
ligible applicants under the H

M
G

P
 are:

�
S

tate and local governm
ents

�
C

ertain private non-profit organizations or institutions
�

Indian tribes or authorized tribal organizations and A
laska

native villages or organizations

Individuals and businesses m
ay not apply directly to the S

tate
or FE

M
A

, but eligible local governm
ents or private non-profit

organizations m
ay apply on behalf of local citizens.
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F
ederal funding under the H

M
G

P
 is activated follow

ing a
m

ajor disaster declaration. H
M

G
P

 funds are based on 15%
of the estim

ated F
ederal funds to be spent on the P

ublic and
Individual A

ssistance program
s (m

inus adm
inistrative

expenses) for each disaster.  F
or exam

ple, if a disaster in your
state resulted in FE

M
A

 providing $10 m
illion in disaster relief

grants, $1.5 m
illion in H

M
G

P
 funds w

ould be m
ade available

to com
peting com

m
unities. S

tates w
hose m

itigation planning
process m

eets enhanced criteria receive 20%
 funding.

T
hese grant funds m

ay be used to pay up to 75%
 of the eligible

project costs. T
he non-federal m

atch does not need to be cash;
in-kind services or m

aterials m
ay be used.
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T
he H

azard M
itigation G

rant P
rogram

 is adm
inistered by the

S
tate. T

he m
itigation planning and application developm

ent
process begins at the local level. S

tates prioritize local
applications and select projects for funding.
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E
ligible applicants m

ust apply for the H
M

G
P

 through the
S

tate, since the S
tate is responsible for setting priorities for

funding and adm
inistering the program

. T
he applicant should

contact the S
tate H

azard M
itigation O

fficer for specific
d

etails. If y
o

u
 are an

 in
d

iv
id

u
al, b

u
sin

ess, o
r o

th
er

organization, contact your local governm
ent officials and the

S
tate for m

ore inform
ation.
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A
fter thoroughly review

ing project applications received from
com

peting eligible applicants, the S
tate selects the eligible

projects that best m
eet the S

tate’s m
itigation priorities. T

he
S

tate w
ill then subm

it the selected projects to F
E

M
A

, in
p

rio
rity

 o
rd

er. F
E

M
A

 rev
iew

s th
e S

tate’s elig
ib

ility
determ

ination and ensures com
pliance w

ith environm
ental

law
s, E

xecutive orders, and all H
M

G
P

 criteria. If the
application is approved, the S

tate begins grants m
anagem

ent.
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O
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G
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?
T

he program
’s objectives are to:

�
S

ignificantly reduce or perm
anently elim

inate future
risk to lives and property from

 severe natural hazards
�

P
rovide funds to im

plem
ent projects previously

identified in S
tate or local hazard m

itigation plans
�

E
nable m

itigation m
easures to be im

plem
ented during

the im
m

ediate recovery from
 a disaster
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?
F

or m
ore inform

ation on the H
M

G
P, contact your S

tate
H

azard M
itigation O

fficer or the F
E

M
A

 office in your region.
A

 listing of F
E

M
A

’s R
egional O

ffices is printed on the back
of this brochure.

D
etailed inform

ation about m
anaging the program

 can be
found in F

E
M

A
’s H

M
G

P D
esk R

eference, F
E

M
A

-345. To
order a copy, call 1-800-480-2520. O

r you can access the
desk reference at http://w

w
w

.fem
a.gov/m

it/hm
gp_ref.htm

.

R
egulations for the H

M
G

P are published in T
itle 44 of the

C
ode of F

ederal R
egulations, P

art 206, S
ubpart N

.

C
o

m
m

u
n

ity’s/A
p

p
lican

t’s ro
le:

�
D

evelops local m
itigation plans

�
C

oordinates w
ith and develops m

itigation projects for the
residents and businesses m

ost at risk
�

S
ubm

its project applications to the S
tate

�
M

anages the im
plem

entation of the projects
�

M
aintains records and accounting inform

ation on projects
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S
tate’s ro

le:
�

M
anages overall program

 w
ithin the S

tate
�

D
evelops S

tate m
itigation plans

�
E

stablishes S
tate m

itigation priorities
�

C
o

n
d

u
cts p

relim
in

ary
 elig

ib
ility

 rev
iew

 o
f lo

cal
applications and selects projects based on S

tate priorities
and available funds.

�
F

orw
ards selected projects to F

E
M

A

�
E

n
su

res co
m

m
u

n
ities ad

h
ere to

 all p
ro

g
ram

 an
d

adm
inistrative requirem

ents

�
A

cts as grantee, receives and disburses funds, and
m

onitors progress of projects

�
E

valuates the effectiveness of approved m
easures

F
E

M
A

’s ro
le:

�
P

rovides program
m

atic oversight of the H
M

G
P

�
K

eeps S
tate apprised of available funding

�
C

onducts final eligibility review
 of projects selected and

forw
arded by the S

tates
�

P
rovides technical assistance to S

tates and com
m

unities

S
eism

ic retrofit of w
ater tanks

R
elocation project
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reduce the im
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orrow
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