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Wisconsin 
 

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, funding, 
programs, crime, drug use, drug trafficking, and enforcement statistics.  
 
Demographics 

 Population: 5,472,299 (July 2003 estimate);1 5,285,604 (2002 American Community 
Survey)2 

 Race/Ethnicity (2002 American Community Survey): 86.71% white; 5.31% 
black/African American; 1.96% Asian; 0.66% American Indian/Alaska Native; 0.0% 
Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander; 0.19% some other race; 1.24% two or more 
races; 3.89% Hispanic/Latino (of any race)3 

 
Politics 

 Governor: Jim Doyle4 
 Lt. Governor: Barbara Lawton5 
 Attorney General: Peggy A. Lautenschlager6 
 Secretary of State: Doug LaFollette7 
 U.S. Senate: Russell Feingold (D); Herb Kohl (D)8  
 U.S. Representatives: Paul Ryan (R); Ron Kind (D); Thomas E. Petri (D); Mark 

Green (R); Gerald D. Kleczka (D); Tammy Baldwin (D); F. James Sensenbrenner, Jr. 
(R); David R. Obey (D)9 

 Capitol: Madison10 
 
Programs/Initiatives 

 Wisconsin State Council on Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse11  
The State Council on Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse was created in the Office of the 
Governor in August 1970 to provide leadership and coordination regarding alcohol 
and other drug abuse issues confronting the state. 

 High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HITDA)12 
Designated in 1998, the Milwaukee HIDTA is responsible for Milwaukee County. 

 Ecstasy Initiative13 
This statewide government initiative supports ecstasy enforcement and educates 
communities on the dangers of ecstasy and other club drug use. 

 The Division of Disability & Elder Services14 
The Wisconsin Department of Health’s Division of Division of Disability & Elder 
Services manages programs involving mental health, substance abuse, developmental 
disability, as well as aging and long-term support programs. 

 
Federal Funding 

 Drug-Free Communities Support Program grantees in Wisconsin:15 
• FY 2003: 

 $98,465 to Jackson County Community Health Network Inc., Black River 
Falls 

 $78,929.07 to Compass Alliance of Nicolet, Glendale 
 $89,189 to United Way Fox Cities, Menasha 
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 $100,000 to School District of the Menomonie Ave, Menomonie 
 $99,725 to Medical College of Wisconsin, Milwaukee 
 $99,664 to Impact Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse Services Inc., Milwaukee 

• FY 2002: 
 $100,000 to the School District of River Falls, River Falls 
 $98,751 to the Partners in Prevention Rock County, Janesville 

• FY 2001: 
 $100,000 to the Boys & Girls Club of Sparta, Inc., Sparta 
 $100,000 to the Cooperative Educational Services Agency, Portage 
 $100,000 to the Housing Authority of the City of Milwaukee, Fond du Lac 
 $99,585 to the Fond du Lac Area School Health Coalition, Milwaukee 

• FY 2000: No grantees 
• FY 1999: 

 $93,073 to the Cooperative Education Service Agency, West Salem 
 $100,000 to the Green Bay Area Drug Alliance, Green Bay 
 $93,543 to the Prairie du Chien Memorial Hospital Association, Prairie du 

Chien 
 $48,253 to the Vernon County Partnership Council, Viroqua 

 Office for Weed and Seed16 
Five sites in Wisconsin have received official recognition and Federal funding as 
Weed and Seed sites. These sites are located in Madison, Racine and Milwaukee (3 
sites). 

 FY 2003/2004 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration Formula 
and Discretionary Grant Allotment Summary for Wisconsin:17 
• Formula Funding - $33,994,942 

 Substance Abuse Prevention and Treatment Block Grant - $25,991,370 
 Community Mental Health Service Block Grant - $6,864,509 
 Project for Assistance in Transition from Homelessness (PATH) - $640,000 
 Protection and Advocacy Formula Grant - $499,063 

• Discretionary Funding - $8,761,644 
 Mental Health - $2,502,882 
 Substance Prevention - $3,755,099 
 Substance Abuse Treatment - $2,503,663 

• Total Mental Health Funds: $10,506,454 
• Total Substance Abuse: $32,250,132 
• Total Funds for Wisconsin: $42,756,586 

 FY 2004 Byrne Formula Grant Program amount awarded to Wisconsin: $8,804,00818 
 FY 2003 Drug Courts Grant Program recipient in Wisconsin:19 
• $320,279 awarded to the La Crosse County Circuit Court for an adult drug court  

 FY 1996-2003 Residential Substance Abuse Treatment (RSAT) for State Prisoners 
Formula Grant amount allocated to Wisconsin: 
• FY 1996: $303,64320 
• FY 1997: $357,46121 
• FY 1998: $820,42622 
• FY 1999: $904,28223 
• FY 2000: $958,62124 
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• FY 2001: $988,11925 
• FY 2002: $1,092,39326 
• FY 2003: $1,036,91427 

 FY 2001 Housing and Urban Development Drug Elimination Grant recipients in 
Wisconsin:28 
• $121,578 to the Bayview Foundation Inc., Madison 
• $125,000 to WBC Limited, Milwaukee 

 Wisconsin did not receive any funding through the FY 2003 Department of Justice 
Office of Community Oriented Policing Services Methamphetamine grant.29 

 Office of Justice Programs and Community Oriented Policing Services total grant 
amounts received in Wisconsin (by funding category):30  
• Communities (discretionary): $1.7 million 
• Counter-terrorism (discretionary): $9.0 million 
• Juvenile Justice: 

 discretionary: $7.8 million 
 formula: $5.8 million 

• Law Enforcement: 
 discretionary: $25.2 million 
 formula: $8.8 million 

• Substance Abuse: 
 discretionary: $1.7 million 
 formula: $10.2 million 

• Victims: 
 discretionary: $0.3 million 
 formula: $7.7 million 

• Total OJP/COPS funds received in Illinois in FY 2002: $78.3 million 
 
Crime and Drug-Related Crime 

 During 2002, there were 36,708 arrests for theft in Wisconsin.31 
 
Number of Arrests, Selected Offenses, Wisconsin, 2001-2002 
Offense  2001 2002 
Murder 387 367 
Forcible rape 788 848 
Robbery 1,551 1,710 
Aggravated assault 5,577 7,836 
Burglary 4,889 5,356 
Theft 36,424 36,708 
Motor vehicle theft 2,685 2,393 
Arson 300 346 
Total arrests for index offenses 52,601 55,564 
 

 During 2002, there were 25,744 arrests for drug law violations in Wisconsin, 
representing 5.6% of all arrests. Possession/use accounted for 75.8% of drug arrests 
during 2002.32 
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Number of Drug-Related Arrests, by Offense Type, Wisconsin, 2002 
Offense Type 2002 
Sale/manufacture 24.2% 
Possession/use 75.8 
 

 Marijuana accounted for 65.9% of all drug arrests in Wisconsin during 2002.33 
 
Number of Drug-Related Arrests, by Drug Type, Wisconsin, 2002 
Drug Type 2002 
Opium/cocaine 20.7 
Marijuana 65.9 
Synthetics 3.1 
Other 10.3 
 

 During 2002, 16.1% of murders in Wisconsin involved drugs.34 
 
Percent of Murders Involving Drugs, Wisconsin, 2002 
Offense Type 2002 
Drug-related 16.1% 
   Drug trafficking 9.0 
   Drug, under the influence 1.3 
   Other drug-related 5.8 
 

 The Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) reported 280 drug violation arrests in 
Wisconsin during 2001.35 

 
Number of DEA Drug Arrests, Wisconsin, 1997-2001 

Year    Drug Arrests 
1997 256 
1998 361 
1999 335 
2000 237 
2001 280 

 
Drugs 

 Cocaine 
Powder and crack cocaine are both widely available in Wisconsin.36 During the first 
quarter of fiscal year (FY) 2002, powder cocaine sold throughout the state for $50-
$125 per gram, $750-$1,500 per ounce, and $20,000-$28,000 per kilogram. Crack 
cocaine sold for $10-$100 per rock.37 

 Heroin 
Heroin purity levels have measured as high as 95%, giving users the option of 
snorting the drug rather than injecting, an option that may appeal to younger users.38 
For the first quarter of FY 2002, heroin sold for $100-$300 per gram and $2,000-
$4,000 per ounce.39  

 Marijuana 
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Marijuana is widely available throughout the state. Marijuana produced in Mexico is 
the dominant type; locally produced marijuana is available to a lesser extent. 
Cannabis is cultivated outdoors and indoors throughout Wisconsin. Marijuana is 
typically sold in open-air markets, public housing projects, and private residences. 
During the first quarter of FY 2002, marijuana sold throughout the state for $50-$210 
per ounce and $500-$1,650 per pound for both Mexican and locally produced 
marijuana.40   

 Methamphetamine 
Methamphetamine abuse poses a growing threat with its increasing availability in 
Wisconsin. Methamphetamine produced in Mexico, California, and southwestern 
states is available throughout the state.41 For the first quarter of FY 2002, 
methamphetamine sold for $80-$125 per gram and $700-$1,500 per ounce.42 

 Club Drugs 
MDMA, GHB, and LSD pose an increasing threat in the state, primarily to teenagers 
and young adults at raves and dance clubs.43 

 Other Drugs 
The use of diverted controlled substances in Wisconsin continues to be a problem. 
The most commonly diverted controlled substances from the licit market are nubain, 
dilaudid, ritalin, Vicodin (hydrocodone), OxyContin, codeine combination products, 
benzodiazepines, and the anorectic drugs phentermine and phendimetrazie.44  

 According to 2000-2001 data from the National Household Survey on Drug Abuse, 
approximately 38% of Wisconsin citizens ages 12 and older felt that smoking 
marijuana once a month posed a great risk.45 

 
Percent of Citizens Reporting Drug Use, by Age, Wisconsin, 2000-2001  
 12-17 18-25 26 + All ages 
Past month use of any illicit drug 10.08% 16.84% 3.91% 6.30% 
Past month use of marijuana 7.80 15.21 2.75 4.95 
Past month use of illicit drug other than marij. 4.26 5.71 2.00 2.74 
Past year cocaine use 1.62 5.06 1.09 1.68 
Great risk of smoking marijuana once a month 34.60 22.84 41.45 38.24 
 

 According to 2001 data from the National Household Survey on Drug Abuse, 
approximately 1.08% of Wisconsin citizens reported past year dependence on illicit 
drugs.46 

 
Percent of Citizens Reporting Dependence, Wisconsin, 2001 
 12-17 18-25 26 + All ages 
Illicit drug dependence 2.11% 3.11% 0.58% 1.08% 
Illicit drug dependence or abuse 4.20 5.77 1.00 1.98 
Alcohol dependence 2.12 4.95 1.71 2.18 
Alcohol dependence or abuse 6.51 16.20 4.68 6.41 
Alcohol or illicit drug dependence or abuse 8.38 18.25 5.18 7.26 
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Juveniles 
 During 2002, there were 16,209 juvenile arrests for theft offenses in Wisconsin.47 

 
Number of Juvenile Arrests, Selected Offenses, Wisconsin, 2001-2002 
Offense  2001 2002 
Murder  147 112 
Forcible rape 192 244 
Robbery  536 578 
Aggravated assault 1,068 1,220 
Burglary  2,210 2,424 
Theft  15,880 16,209 
Motor vehicle theft  1,482 1,266 
Arson 164 182 
Total arrests for index offenses 21,679 22,235 
 

 During 2002, there were 5,471 juvenile drug arrests in Wisconsin.48 
 
Juvenile Drug Arrests, By Offense and Drug Type, Wisconsin, 2002 
Offense Type 2002 
Sale 964 
   Opium/cocaine 348 
   Marijuana 434 
   Synthetic narcotics 49 
   Other drugs 133 
Possession 4,507 
   Opium/cocaine 164 
   Marijuana 3,515 
   Synthetic narcotics 146 
   Other drugs 682 
Total drug violations 5,471 
 

 Approximately 51% of Wisconsin 12th graders reported lifetime marijuana use.49 
 
Percent of High School Students Using Selected Drugs, by Grade, Wisconsin, 2001 
 9th 10th 11th 12th 
Lifetime marijuana use 31.3% 40.1% 49.8% 51.4% 
Current marijuana use 20.2 23.0 29.9 28.0 
Lifetime cocaine use 5.6 6.1 12.1 9.5 
Current cocaine use 2.4 2.6 4.7 4.0 
Lifetime inhalant use 14.2 12.0 14.4 14.5 
Current inhalant use 5.2 1.9 2.5 3.2 
Lifetime heroin use 2.4 2.3 1.9 3.5 
Lifetime methamphetamine use 5.9 7.6 9.7 8.9 
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 A 2001 survey of Wisconsin high school students showed that about 43% reported 
using marijuana at least once in their lifetime.50 

 
Percent of High School Students Reporting Drug Use, Wisconsin, 2001 
Drug Type Female Male Total 
Lifetime marijuana use 41.0% 44.3% 42.7% 
Current marijuana use 22.2 27.7 25.1 
Lifetime cocaine use 8.4 7.8 8.1 
Current cocaine use 3.2 3.4 3.4 
Lifetime inhalant use 15.1 12.4 13.8 
Current inhalant use 3.2 3.2 3.2 
Lifetime heroin use 2.1 2.9 2.5 
Lifetime methamphetamine use 8.7 7.1 7.9 
Lifetime illegal steroid use N/A N/A N/A 
Lifetime injecting illegal drug use N/A N/A N/A 
Tried marijuana before age 13  6.6 9.7 8.3 
 
Enforcement 

 As of October 31, 2002, there were a total of 15,848 full-time law enforcement 
employees in Wisconsin (11,347 officers and 4,501 civilians).51 

 
Trafficking and Seizures 

 In April 2001, investigators from the Wisconsin Department of Justice uncovered a 
major marijuana trafficking ring that resulted in one of their biggest seizures in 
history. The individual was responsible for the distribution of more than 13 tons of 
marijuana in Milwaukee each year from 1996 to 2000. 52 

 During full year 2003, the DEA and state and local authorities in Wisconsin reported 
98 methamphetamine lab incidents to the El Paso Intelligence Center.53 

 
Number of Methamphetamine Incidents/Seizures, Wisconsin, 2003 
Type of Seizure Number 
Chemical/glass/equipment 39 
Dumpsite 11 
Laboratory 48 
Total 98 
 

 52.3 kilograms of cocaine were seized by Federal agencies in Wisconsin during 
2002.54 

 
Federal Drug Seizures, Wisconsin, 2002 
Drug Type Amount in kilograms 
Cocaine 52.3 
Heroin 0.4 
Methamphetamine 0.5 
Marijuana 8 
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 An increase in the amount of heroin seized, from 741 grams in 2000 to approximately 
3 kilograms in 2001, was reported by the Milwaukee HIDTA.55 

 Close to 7,000 cultivated marijuana plants were eradicated in Wisconsin under the 
DEA’s Domestic Cannabis Eradication/Suppression Program in 2002.56 

 
Number of Marijuana Plants Eradicated and Seized, Wisconsin, 2002 

Outdoor Operations 
                          Cultivated 
      Plots               Plants 
 Eradicated      Eradicated 

Indoor Operations 
 

     Grows             Plants 
     Seized          Eradicated 

Total 
Cultivated 

Plants 
Eradicated 

189 4,399 107 2,594 6,993 
 

 The DEA and State and local authorities seized 44 methamphetamine labs in 
Wisconsin during 2001. In 1996, 3 methamphetamine labs were reported seized in 
Wisconsin. 57 

  
Number of Methamphetamine Labs Seized, Wisconsin, 1996-2001 

Year Total 
1996 3 
1997 0 
1998 1 
1999 5 
2000 26 
2001 44 

 
Courts 

 Drug Courts58 
As of November 2003, there were 9 drug courts operating or being planned in 
Wisconsin. One drug court had been operating for over two years, 3 drug courts had 
been recently implemented and 5 drug courts were being planned in Wisconsin. 

 During FY 2001, 39.1% of Federally sentenced offenders in Wisconsin were drug 
offenders. Approximately 40% of the drug offenses involved powder cocaine.59 

 
Federal Sentencing Statistics, Drug Offenses, Wisconsin, FY 2001 
Drug Type Involved Offenses % of Total 
Powder cocaine 68 39.8% 
Crack cocaine 57 33.3 
Marijuana 20 11.7 
Heroin 14 8.2 
Methamphetamine 12 7.0 
Other 0 0.0 
 
Corrections 

 As of April 30, 200, the Wisconsin Department of Corrections reported 21,994 adult 
prisoners. During this same time period, there were 684 juvenile prisoners under 
supervision in Wisconsin.60 
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 At the end of February 2004, there were 67,751 adults on probation/parole in 
Wisconsin.61 

 
Consequences of Use 

 From October 1, 2002 to September 30, 2003, there were 6 Wisconsin 
methamphetamine laboratory sites reported to the El Paso Intelligence Center in 
which a child was present.62 

 
Characteristics of Methamphetamine Lab Incidents, Wisconsin, FY 2003 
 Number 
Sites with a child affected 16 
Sites with a child exposed to toxic chemicals 6 
Sites with a child injured 0 
Sites with a child killed 0 
Sites with a child present 7 
Sites with a child residing at the site 3 
Number of children placed in protective custody 18 
 
Treatment 

 During 2001, 20,172 people were admitted to drug/alcohol treatment in Wisconsin.63 
This number increased to 20,528 during 2002.64 

 
Admissions to Treatment, by Primary Drug of Abuse, Wisconsin, 2001-2002 
 2001 2002 
Primary Drug of Abuse Number Percent Number Percent 
Alcohol only 11,046 54.8% 10,580 51.5% 
Alcohol with secondary drug 3,300 16.5 3,849 18.8 
Heroin 1,326 6.6 1,326 6.5 
Other opiates 271 1.3 292 1.4 
Cocaine – smoked 1,871 9.3 2,061 10.0 
Cocaine – other route 417 2.1 520 2.5 
Marijuana 232 1.2 312 1.5 
Amphetamines 1 0.0 1 0.0 
Other stimulants 20 0.1 22 0.1 
PCP 110 0.5 160 0.8 
Hallucinogens 4 0.0 11 0.1 
Tranquilizers 29 0.1 25 0.1 
Sedatives 6 0.0 18 0.1 
Inhalants 11 0.1 9 0.0 
Other/unknown 1,498 7.4 1,342 6.5 
Total 20,172 100.0 20,528 100.0 
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