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Froms: Chiel, kershani Vessel laspecti.n ~lvision

Yot = Commundant ' :

Subjs karine Loerd of Investigation; Collieion imvolviag 85 Ai.IiwlS end
SS [relSAMLEICAN, velaware River, 3 kny 1361. : ‘

1. Pursuant to the provisions of Title 48 C.¥,I,, Part 136, the reoord of
the Marine coard convensd %o investigate subjeot ousunlty, together with its
Fiazings of Feot, Conclusions, and heconmenuations, has besn reviewe:l and is
forwarded horewith. C

2. The steam freighter ANILiuIE of 6,066 g.t., ladea with a general OArgo,
wes outbound end the steam freighter ThaiSAl:RICAN of 7,178 z.t., ladsn with
culk conl, was inbound ia the vicinity of dercus look-Chester Channsis,
Lelavare tiver, on 8 way 1961. %he Auil4uUS exchunged one blast pas:ing
piznals with a ferry which receivei an interpretation as a two=tlast si:nal
from the 4 445 10 aud by the ilasiwnisilunlle The iRiln.wuiI ol tlew a twoe
blest sigoal for a sturtoardsto-starbourd passing with the b likJUB em. the
£.300US teok this sigaml of the Liabisi.ohliCAN to be & passeing signel with
another ferry in the chenvel. Ia the ensuin, confusion wvoth vesszels chanped
sourse to the west baak of the river uni, although subgequeni collisione

. ovoi.in, aotion was uacon, both vessels collides at about 0206, No lives were -

lost or seriuvs in _uries sustained, but the cstimete. :amuge to the ANTLNOUS
us & result of tuis collision wes +i,100,000 and to the ilwiitfinnRluAl 373,000,

The westher oonditions at tie time su.jest casunlty occurred were exocsllent.

3.  the boerd made the folluwing Fin.ings of Fucts

"1. The ©.S. AiliEOUS and the S.is iiadfadiliCal aollided in the
Uslavare River near thes interseotioh of the lsrous LookeChester
Channels on 3 say, 13561 at atout 0BU6 Lifl. Loth wessvls aufiered
severs hull dauzaye as m result of the ocollision, Lut nd-personuel
suffered terious imjury. Une crew membar of the il wUS eleiued a

rit injury as a rcsult of being allegedly throun from his buak by the
force of the ocullision, but @ medisul wxaninetion wad on board o&ah\ '
doubt on ths claim. ' .

2. The vessels involved are:

"2e ibu SeSe AdLiewUS, ufficial dumber 246979, a Ce2 oar.g-;o-typo' vessel,

of 6,066 yrose tous, built at Chickesaw, Alubana in 1944, owned and
operated by the PaneAtlantio 5.5. Gorpe (saterman L-in.-as of iobile,
Alatenn, sailed from her bert: in Philadelnhis on 8 May, 1961, bound
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for New York. She wus under the ccmmend of Desosthenis Helmin, 246=-
30th Streot, brooklyn, XeY., snd had lewis i, Fisher, Pilot on board,
soting under the authority of his federal ligense. Her draft on
departure wus 13.08' forward, 23.10' aft. ‘

“i, The S.Be Shauvbddahilan, Vfficial dumber 246833, ls a liberty-
type wvessel of 7, 176 gross tuns, built of stesl in 1944 at Puneme
City, Fla., ond owned and operated by the americem Union Transport Cog,
ine. of iuttery Plaoce, dew York. The JFaidAu.hiCAl wus inebound,
loaded witix oosl to druft of 25' 06" Forward and 27° 03° Aft, from
Hewport #ems, Va., and was un.ier the command of Bruugt v. full, '
9147 « lobth Struet, uollis, 'meens, N,¥., sni had Bdwin G, iacintire
of Lowes, swlavare un iLoard ws pilot, soting under the autiority of
his state lioense. ‘ -

The weather ounditions prevailing at the time was:

"4, ihe weather, prior to, anl at the time of collision vae fine and
olear, a light, wweterly breeze, smooth ses ani strong floo. tide.

*5, The A li.wUS, loaded with genersl cargu to a .iraft of 13' 06"

Forward, 23' 10" Aft, sailled from Pier "C", Port hicimoni, Philadelphia
acout midaight on 8 May. Capiain ielais undooked his veszel, and when
she was squared away down the river, tursed the con over to lLewis
righer, who was asting under the autanority of nis federal pilot's
license for tho bay and hiwver .wlaware., All navigating gear had been
subjected to the required tests an: f.uni satisfaotory prior to
Jeparture. ' :

Various coursee and spesds were maintalned, uatil in the vicinity of
Paulsboro, -iede, when full speed was ordered, en estimated velocity
Cof 12 t 13 kaots through the water. As the ALWiihLulS came on the

Chester Hange, a forry pssued ahead of her from west to east (from
starboard to port). # one blast signal from the ferry, afterwards

- ideantified e the CiuiicK, was answered by the AJIINUUS, an: the ferry

peas.ed ahead well cleur.

At this point, Pilot Fisher noticed three vessels standing up the
river on the hkarous dook Hange, and he hesrd a two blast whistle
signal, when he estimmted the A.TLi.US to be about & half-mile sbove
Chesver (hannel cuoy y2«C. Ls also moticed another ferry procee iing
from west to east (port to starboard), and oconsidered the two blast.
gigarl he hed heard had beven blown by the nearest of the approaching
vessels, (the iia:SAiukiCAN), to the ferry, He Llew a une blast

. signal to the liAiBALRIUAd, and heard an snusering two blasts. He

then blew the denger signal, repeated his one blast, aniy ordered more
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- right rudder, la notioced that the oncoming vessel was swingin ‘
rapidly to her léft, or the west side of the chammel, end when close to
her, ordered the AuLINVUS' rudder full left in an attempt to cleur.
However, before the rudder took effeoct, the TRAUBALLKICAE struck the
ALLUS on tiw port side, driving hor bow into the 43 hold, and the
engine room section immwiiately uft. Avsvording to pilot Pisher, the
collision touk pluce 150 yards 040 True from Chester Channel buoy
1=, a position veset of the Chenuel bounilsry.

The en ine room of the AWTLHNVIE was flooded immediately, bdut all on
watoh managed t get out safely--the firemaan and oiler by the engine
‘room ledder, and the 2nd Assistaut by the escapc hatoh. T1he general
alarm was suunded, and all hanis mustered st the boats. However,
they were .lsuls.ed siortly thereafter, wiwn it beocame evident that,
wit.:out power, she would mot sink. Aoccording to the ANTINOUN'
wl'hnoun, the oollisiom took plece at 0206.

The ongino room md #3 hold flooded at onoe, and unsuogessful attempts

were made 40 olosé iiwe engine room bulkhead door, sinos water was

leaking into the after fiolds. The adisd water weight osused the

ANLLEOUS  to list towards the WAGSAMKRICAN, jamcing her bow in the :

hole. Yn the fullowing day the bulkhesad door was suocessfully closed, -
;\ : and later the water was puaped from the No, 4 and No. & holda. ,

P6e ‘The LRANSAILRICAN was bosrded by Pilot iacintire at OVELFALLS
Light Vessel st ubout 2010 8 LAy, and she procoeded up the Delawars
usder ais direction, All davigating gear was in good eoadition and
functioned satisfastorily, according to him. The TRANUAML.RICAN reduoed
spe=d while passing the Sinolair dock at Marous Hook and resumed full
speed after passing it shortly thereafter. At a point about a quarter
mile below karcus liook Channel Buoy 76k, he ouserved the passing
situation between the Ferry ClLufibk, and the cutbound ANTINOUS. He
- said he heard two blasts from tie approsching ANTINVUS, and answered
with the same signael; ordered s course onange to the left, and as he
did s0, noticed the ATINJUS swinging to the right, and he repsated
the two blast si nale bs also ordered more left rudder. As the
veesuls olosed, and wers about 400 feet apart, he heard the danger
si_nel rrom the aliiisvld. when he heard the imnger signal, he ordered
the ThAsShi.KICAN 's en ines full astern, & full right rudder, and as
the s. ips aontinued to olose, tne ThuSAcuKIGAR hit the ANTINGUS om
tae por. sids ut 8 illaton. se also statad he heurd no other signals
from the ANi1.:.US other than the danger siznal, According to Pilet
Maointire, the ovllision took pleoe sli ltly more than 200 yards

040 True from chutar Channel buoy jtl=Ce=& pusition west or the Chaunel
boundary. .
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®7. The laster of the ANYINUUS was on the bridge when the passing
situation developed with the CHsSTLR, and he remained there with the
Pllot during the situation with the VIANSASRICAN, His desoription
of tus events up to and after the collision sudstantially agres with
those of Pilot Fisher. : :

"8s The laster of the THAEA..IICAN was in the chart room when he
hesrd tie first two blast signal from his ship. BHe imwdistely
went to the wheel house on the deck above, and was there when ths

ssocond signal was blowm,

“So The Mastur of the Forry CHSTER, Frank drable of 1124 Eyre Street,
- Philadslphia, stated that when he oleared tho ferry slip at Chester,
he aoticed thoe outbound ANTINUUS, The vessels were such a distence
spart, that while he blew & one blast signal whioh was promptly
énswored from the AJNTIXJUS, he did not have to mmke any alteration in
course or speed to pass ahead of her, '

He further stated that there was not much time interval betwsen his
one blast signal snd the answering one blast from the AN:.NOUS., In
his opinion, the one blast wiistle signals exchanged betwsen his-
forry and the ANUINVUS, should not have been confused with a two

, blust sigoal. ls also saw the upbound TRANSAMRRICAN in the Narous
f\ - Jook Uhannel, and as he cleared the ANTINUUS, hs noticed <the Porry ,
r Girw «AY olowr ihe Jersey slip on her westbound trip, He hesrd a

two  blast signal from the ThAnSAw.RIGAN; heard the CAf sAY sound
' two blasts, and he also observed her to stopy a

10, The laster of the Fegsty CAP: wmnY, Kbeneser K. Powers, of 18

Eorden Ave., Pennsgrove, N, J., testified that his ferry left the
Jersey slip on the 0200 tirip, sand he notioced the passing situation
develop betweun the CiisS.ik and the ANLINOUS. He heard the passing -
signals exchanged between them, and in his opiniom, their signals

oould have Leen confused with o two vlast signal. He alse heard.s

two blast signal given by the THALSAi-RLCAN, and when the signal was
sounded & seoond time, oconsidered it had been blowm for him, and he
answored with two blasts, Since the channel between hia ferry and the
Penasylvania slip at Chester was not clesr, he slowed down and later
stopped, ile noticed the ThALBauuilCAN's engines were bvacking before
the collision, and was an eye-witncsz as the vessels camw together, He
then steamsd slowly towards them to. offer help, loticing that the
vessels wore looked together, and epparently not mudin, such help

85 ke could offer, he wailédd until they drifted clear of the slip and
he then dooked. /ucording to Captain Powers, the first two blast
whistle sisnal was sounded b, the TRA:S&MLEICAN when the was near Chester
Iighted Lell Buoy 1-C, quick flashing green, and at that time the
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. the ANTIAOUS was off the City pler at Chester, a distance betweon then

of approximatsly a mile. He slso stated hs heard the passing signels

‘between the CikSicK and ARTIHUUS, and distinotly rememicred the

sequence of signals sounded b, the latter after she oleared the CHUSTERee
& single blast, a danger signal and another eingle blast just before
the oollision,

As the vossels woro looaked togéthor, the AJTIAVUS leaning on the
THANSAWLICAN's bow, wedging it there, they drifted with the tide.

At about 1200, 8 kay, it was decided to move Loth vessels to the iarous

Hook tGeneral Anchorage in order te lighten the AUTINUUS auffieiently
to free the TRAlE.wRICaN, Salvage operations commenced the following
dey an: two days luter it was possible to withdraw the TRaySAMLRICAN's bow,

Soon wfter the gollision took place & Coast Guard tug was dispatohed
to the soeue by the Uloucester Lesa. 1he ssaistance rendered by this
vescel was adoquaie and satisfactory. .

Neither vessel involved in this collision was equipped with radar,”
The Board made the following Conolusions:

“1. It is considered that the principsl cause of this ocollision was
the failure of the pilot of the 1RANSAWRICAN to ascertain the source
of the two blast wirtistle signel whioch he snd other witnesses from that
veszel alloye they heard from the AxT.inuvUS. It was definitely estabe
liansd by testirony of uminterested witnesses that the ANIINOUS never
soundea & two blest signal from the time she pegan navigating with
respect to the CLLSTER and at any time thercafter.

"2. 1t is cunsidered unlikely that the ome blast signals exchanged

between the CHESLLR and ANTiIMGUS oould have been mistakan for a single

two blast signal inssmuoh as the crossing situation between these

two vessels, which was in plain sight of the TRANSARSRICAN, omlled for

the signals that were aotually eichanged, & possibility normally

considered by alert seamen. The acceptance of the A+iiliuUS as the _
gsource of the twv blast signal was done in the face of other ciroums = . o
stanoas equally evident at the time.

Both vessels were at or near the center line of their respeciive
chammels when thesy were atout a mile sapart, snd sinoe there ia a
difference of 120 in the direction of these channels, this would
normally rosult in oms vessel snowing the other an opposing side
lignt, in this cuso the green of the A.iiiduU8 10 the red of the
ThANSui: ChNe A gourse change to the right is indiosted for a
downuvound vessel entering marcus iiook channel and viee versa in the
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-eue of an upbound vessel entoring the Vhester chanusl. 1n spite
of this, the Tin.BauukiCad persisie. in her error by her ehmnge of
oourse to the left und the second two blast aigmal,

Thut sovue hubt exiusted in the wind of the kaster of the TRALSALEHICAN
is evident in his testimony that the auiliwlS was plainly aeltering her
- quurse to the right, ountrery to the intent implied in a two blest
si nal; however, he was not on the bridge shen the sigaal was first
lward un: he relied on the inforuation given ntm by the nilot, yet
he took no ti.ely astion to rumedy the situmtion. 1he Second wate,
lu.inssi, snowe. @ laock of perscicmeity in his aotiom of leokin, oft
" 4o asourtain the svurge of the firet sizml heward while paying
slight attention to a possible oroesin, aituation, alt ocugh one
existed in plain sijht with the westiouni ferry C.il WA¥, This luck
‘ol heed %0 ox .sting coniitions aroussd io.bt as to the q.ality of
the wateh being meintained on the IThaNb...kIChl. The oubt regurding
the qualicy of tho watoh wes strengthened L. the way and manner in
whioh lu.inski testifisd, und he was therefore named a part,,r in interedt
while so doing. His lubi.rly psrforumence included inecsuretc dall
and lo; vook entries, unaut.orized chan 8 in the engine room bell
book uad an avsence of ajequate brilge log vatries. The time ef
oollision . iven by the ANIIN.US was' therfore accspted us the most
agnurate obtainable.

,’ : It is cousidered that the ANL.LuUS' meneuvers wore oorreot end in
oomplisnce with tne law up to the point of svunding the lezst one blast
whistle signal indioatin, ner insistencs on & port to port passimg
the usinlenance of her speed and failure to stop are c-msidersd justie
fies wotions in the 1li ht of an attempt to avoid collision &y jetting
out of the chamniel and the ima.visability of stouping and beoking in
the ohannel in the face of three ay roacuing vessels. 1ihese maneuvers
wore gonsldercd to . in extrendis, un. cie sotlon taken at the last
monent to avert the collision was a matter of juigement im which
both the pilot an. master concurred.

"3, ‘ihe board took motios of the failuro of the dseter of the
Ad ..U to ocomply with tho regulations in re.erd to fire and boat
drill which acoco.ding tc nis log were not hold onoe & week as required,
furtaer, the operation of the engine room bulkhead Joor was open to '
question, +% was comsidere. that this fuctor of safety was not given
sufficient attent on aut fire mad boat drill and that the maunner of
ama:tlin, tris important detail was not in accordeance with the .pravtice
of goo: sevamansiip, Howevsr, there was no eviience of deliberste
' negligence or inattention tu .uty, end in view of this, the loard
avarde: Captain sel.is wn ai onition for failure to ¢ mply with the
regrlations on fire an.: vout 1riu.¢. ihe Board also considered
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that the unsstisfactory perforusnce of the TiANS: [.FICAN
Second Mate, Huminskd, was at lerst partially explained
by his absence from the ses for some length of time end
a recent family desth. In consideration of these circum-
atences an admonition was awarded him, '

5, e Foard made the followlny imcommendationss.

"}, That the pilot of the TANS/ i .ACHiN, TLdmn G. .lacIntire,
be cited for the violation of that much of Titde 33, Chapter
3, Section 203, Article 18, :ale 1, U. S. Code, which rezdss
"When stesm vessels are approaching each other head snd head,
that ie, end on, or nezrly so, it shall be the duty of each
to pass on port side of the otherj and either vessel shall
give, as & signal of her intention, one short and distinet
blast of her whistle, which the other vessel shall answer
promptly by a similar blast of her whistls, and thereupon
such vessels shall pasg on the port side of each other.”

"2, That the faster of the T4/ NSii.dCAN, Ernest C. Hull,
be charged with misco.duct for failu e to take tinely actiom
to avert collision, '

"3, That inasmuch as pilot MacIniire was acting under the
authority of his state pilot's liocense, & copy of this report
and the proceedings of the Board treansmitted herewith be provided
to the American Pilots' Association, 423 Washivgton Building
ashington, . C., for their information and sppropriate action.

"4e That ths monetary i)enalt.y recommendsd against pilot MagIntire .
be held in sbeysnce pending action by the cppropriate State authorities.

6. ipon =pprovél of the Board's report, such report will be forwarded
to the Lmerican Pilots! lLssociation for action with respect to the Siste pilot's

- =
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14cense of the pilot on btoard the TWNSE ' FICAN at the time subject casually
Occurred.

7. ' No coument is made respecting the Board‘s iecomendation No. 2
becsuse such recommendation is sddressed to matters which should be, or have
been, handled independently of and apart from my action on this fecord.

8 ' Subject to the foregoing remsrks, it iz recomsended that the
Findings of Pact, Conclusions, and Sscomuendations of the ierine Board of
Investigation be approved. , '

/s/P. A+ OVENDEN
P. Ao OVENLEN
Acting

Ind=l : : n

: 17 January, 1802
irom: Chief, Office of iHerchent iarine Sefety
Tos Commandant

Tornarded, recomending approval.

/8/ R. A. SMYTH
Re A+ SMYTH
Acting

JPYIVLDs JAN 21 1952

/s/ MERLIN O'NEILL
MERLIN OtNEILL :
Vice Adme., U. S. Coast Guard
Commandant




