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Frou: Chief, Morchant Vessel Immpaction Divislion
Tos Comvandant
Via: Chief, Office of Marchant Marine Safety

Sebjs Merine Board of Investigationy ocolligion involvinmg tankers
ATLANTIC DEAIER and ATLANTIC ERGINEER, Delaware Rivur, 30
Docember 1953, with logs of life

1. The supeyr tanker ATLANTIC ENGIIEER, of 19,498 g.t., lsngth 628 ft.,
wss Lobound in the Delaware Bay wlth a full loed of orvde oil, end the
atear tanker ATLANTIC DEALZR, of 10,636 g.t., length 504 f£b., wee
simiierly inbound with a full load of gasollne.

2, Ths ATIANTIC EEGINEER anchored in the vicinity of Brown Bhoal to
Gelay arrival at Philadelphia, it belng necessary %o doek the vessel on
a rising tide, dus to her large size. At 2200 the ATIANTIC ENGIFEER got
undeiway for Philadelphia, Fog was encountered on the Liston Range and
beouns more dense 80 that at Reedy Point the master and pilot deemed it
unwive te continue navigation and that anchoring was necessary for the
safoty oL the vessel. Tha Bulkhead Bar Range channel was selested =8

ne renvest position of safe anchorage whers the vessel oould swing to
her sachor without grounding. A% approximately 0225 the ATLANTIC :
ENGTERR anchored in the chennel at the intersection of the ¥ew Castle
and Bulichead Bar Ranges.

3. The ATLANTIC DBALER, following some distance asterm of the ATIANTIC
EXGIIYER, encountered fog upcon eantering the Reedy Island Range and
pavoral ships were sighted anchored in and out of the channel. A super
tanker was anchored in the chanmel east of No. 3 anchorage, which recsa.-
sitatad the ATLANTIC DEAIRR to lsavs the channsl to pess free and clear.
Vieibility was not bad, but upon passing Fea Pateh Light at 0323, for-
ward visibility was observed to dacrsease rapidly. Further navigation
wzg viwise and the master decided to anchor at the nearsat position of
safety just north of Buoy 7-If outside the weatern edge of the channel.

4. Vhile coming to anchor and muare of the enchored position of the
ATLANTIC EKGINEER, ths ATIANTIC DEALER heard ths whistle fog signals of
a dowubound vessel but did not hear the bell fog signals of the anchored
ATIALTIC ENGINEER and upon sighting the anchor light of the ATLANTIC
ENGITEER such light was misteken for the range light of the dewnbound
vezssel, Mue to insufficient maneuvering space, the ATIANTIC DEALER snd
the ATIARTIC ENGINEER collided at 0332 30 Dacambnr 1953 which resulted
in fire involving both tankers and a loss of nins lives from the
ATLAITCIC DEALER.




Chieid, 0T Livision, to NI
Somzendant 25 Maly 1954
(ATLANTIC DEALLK -
ATLANTIC BUGIWEER o 3 56)

5, Pureuant to the provisions of Title 48 C.F.R. Part 136, the racoml of
the Murine Board of Investigetion convensd to inveatigate subjeot casvally,
togather witk its Pindings of Fact, Conclualone, and Reoommsndabtions, hap
been reviewed and is forwarded hsrewlth, '

REMARKS
6. Usdeniably, as stated by the Boaurd, neither vesusl was operated with
the highest degres of care capable under the circumatances. Hotwith-
standing the errors in judgment committed by the masters of both veszels
fnvolwed in subject ¢ollision, the evidencs nevertheless clearly indl-
cates that both masters were well qualified and competent and used their
best judgmsnt in the psrformance of thalr duties for the safety of thelir

vesisais. OF greater significance with respect to the baslc cause for the
subject casvalty is the Board's statement as followss

*The decision of the ERCINEER to anchor in the Bulkhead Bar
Eange Channel being predicated on the safety of the vessel and
the result of oonsidered judgmert on the part of both maater
and pllot cennot bs oriticised. The Board is woll awars of the
shsence of safe anchorages available to vessels of her sige and

. draf't batuween Bowbay Hook snd Marcus Hook. Upon paseing the
Bombay Hook anchorege, navigators of ths "auper" cargo caxriers
are commitbted to continue or if anchorihg becomes mamndatory it
st be accomplished in the obannsl. The problem is fiuxther
complicated by the fact that these vessels are, with the ex-
caption of & Pew short reaches, almoat as long as the chanbels
are wide. Such was the unenviable position of the ENGIREER
when the fog was encountered.® _ ‘

7. The subjiect collision, with pesultant fire and loas of life, as well
as pimilar collisions in the past have in large maasure boen caused by
the rarvownoss of the chapnel and inedequate anchorage growsds in the
Dolavere River and Bay aree, particularly during inclemsnt or foggy
weathor wheh anchorage for the safety of the vessel becomes necessary.
Aation cgainat the licensos of the masters and pilots involved or other
aiseiplinery action will not corrsct the basic or underlying camse for
the enllisions in this avea. When approved, a copy of this and the
Beard®s veport will be forwarded to the Secretary of the Army for his
revisw, in view of the provisions of the Act of Congress approved on
13 Juas 1992 (See. 1 U.S.C. Title 33).




Chief, W Division, to Wi
Conmandant 23 iy 1954
{ATIAHTIC DEALER -
MIANTIC ENGIIEER - a~3 BA)

8. Tt is recommnded that the Findings of Fact, Conclusions and

Recommendations of the Merine Board of Inveatigation convened to inveatl-
gate subjoct casualty be approved,

-vn--nwuu.a----uu--v--—u-nauoﬁn-q-—ﬂa---uunncﬂ-m!"’

From: GChief, Gffice of Merchant Marine Safety
To: Commandant

Porwarded, recommending approval.

(signed) H. C. Shepheard
H. C. SHEPHEARD

APPROVED: 30 JUL 1954

(sigmed) A. C. Richmond

G RICHMOND
Yice Admiral, U. S. Coast Guard
Conmandant




FEPORT OF A
MARINE DOARD OF INVESTIGATION
Convensd at the
Marine Inspection Office, United States Coast Guard
_ Third Coast Guard Districk
Room 803 Custom House, Philadelphia, Fa.
on

by 5, €, 7, 8, 14 & 15 January & 16 February, 1954

To Inquire Into and Investigate the Circumstances Surrounding The
Collision botween the S5 ATIANTIC ENGINEER and SS ATLANTIC DEALER
With Ioss of life in the Delaware Rlver
on 30 December, 1953




wha Desrd myeived 0% the follswing Firdinge, Couclanicns and Necomist -
dationa:

1. At 0332 1/2, 30 December 1953 during fog, the tanker ATLANTIC

DEALSE collided with tbe tanker ATIANTIC ENGINEER while she was an-
chored in the center of the chunnel in the Delaware Rlver at the inter..
paction of Hew Csstle and Bulkisad Bar Runges. As a result of the col-
1ision, the BHGINEER's side was punctured, permitiing bulk crude to spill
into the river between the two ships, z circumstance which resulted in
Tire aboard both vessels.

2. The DEALZR incurred bow damage betuesn the main deck line and the
16 £, water Line end fire dam:ge along the entire length of ber huil
and superstruciure on the port side. The ENGINEER sustained w bole be-
tween the nine foot to the thirty-one foot water lines at No. 7 port
cargo tenk end suffered fire damge along ber port eide from about amid--
ships e the stern including the port side of the after deck house,

3. Hine crew meubers from the DEAIER were unaccounted for following the
aisaster and of these, 8ix bodies have been reccvered and the others are
pigaing and presumed dead. Several orew members of both vessels sustained
injury of a minor nature but none were reported as being incapacitated f{or

any period.

4. The kmown dead with their next of kin as asbown on the crev list of
the ATLARTIC DEAIER are as follows:

Age
Josaph F. Vogt, 3rd Aest Engimser 30  Father: Joseph
_ 4506 Mages St., Phila. Ps.
Frank L. Pomeroy, Ordinsry Semman 22 Mother: Mildred
Route No. 1, Pederal, N.C.

John I. Weller, Wiper 38 Wifae: DMNyrtle
R.F.D. #1 Middleboro, Mooz,
Louie S. Williams, Deck Maint. 35 Mother: Mrs. J. R, Derrickson
Ocean View, Delaware
Edilberto P. Jemias, Messuan 56 Sister: Mrs. Juana Pectoras,
Sariett, Illocos, P.I1.
Jaues laughlin, Hessman 5 Wife: Joannetts '

1718 E. Passyunk Ave. Fhila Fa.
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Fisaliz and presumed dead arve:
Age

Gorder Simpson, sble Seaxsn 25 Mother: lMabel

6532 Lawbert St,, Fhila Pa.
Menrics A. Menmue), Steward 47  VWife: Toy

4024 Meler St., Venice, Calif.
Thomes P. Auneky, Messman 19 Mothert Mexy Ann _

2807 Centrell St., Phila Pa.

5. Tha weather at the time of the casualty was dense fog, vialbility
eatimstad five to eight hundred feet, wind light and varisble. The
tide was the first of the flood with a 1.5 knot current running. Ac-
cording to the records of the U.S. Geological Survey for tbe period,
the wnler temparature was 41 deg. F. plus or minmus two degrees.

6. Tha SS ATIARTIC ENGINEER, O.N. 261167 is a steam driven tank ves-
sel of' 19,498 gross tons, length 628 feet, breadth 85 feet, depth 45
feet, built in Camden, N.J. in 1951 and develops 16,500 horsepower.
She iz owned and operated by the Atlantic Refining Co., 260 South
Broad Street, Philadelphia, Pa. and at the time of the casualty, was
under the command of Stinson 0. Wood, License Fo. 163910, of 960
Inverness Avemue, Macon, Ga. Willism T. Ingram of the Pilots Amsocia-
tion for the Bay and River Delaware, was sboard in the capacity of
pilot under authority of his Coaat Guard Pilot's Licensa Ko. 9%077.

7. The S8 ATLANTIC DEAIER, O.N. 248208 is a T-2 type tank vessel of
10,636 gross tons, length 504 feet, breadth 68 feet, depth 39 feet,
bulit in Chester, Fa. in 1945 and develops 6,600 horsepower. She is
also oWwned and operated by the Atlantic Refining Compeny and at the
timo of the casualty was under the command of Clifford H. Bennington,
425 Chureh Street, Marous Hook, Pa. who was also acting as pilot under
authority of his license No, 101093 with pilotage endorsements for the
Delzswzre River.

8. Eoth vessels ‘uere equipped with radar.

9. On 25 December 1953, the ATLANTIC ENGINEER departed Harbor Isle,
Texss with a full loed of crude oil en route Philadelphia, Pa. ALl
navigetion and steering gear was in constant use and porformed per-
fectly tbroughout the voyage. Following arrival at Overfalls, the
pilot boarded the vessel at 1652 EST 29 December 1953 at which time

the salt water draft was noted as 33 ft. 7 inches both fore and aft.
The vessel then proceeded to an anchorage in the vioinity of Brown
Sheal. in order to delay arrival at Fhiladelphia until 0500 30 December,
1t being necessary to dock the vessel on a rising tide due to her size.
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10. A% 2200 with good visibility provalling the vepsel was again

upder way under the con of the pllet. In eccordance with the ususl
practice in inland wators the radar vae turned on and functioped satis-
fautorily, up uatil the tiwe of the collision. Visibility began to ds-
reriorate on the Iiston Hange abd continusd to decreass gradually up the
Reedy Island Renge. Three vessels wore observed in No. 3 anchorags um
the ENGTMEER pessed going half ahead at about eight xnots, Rounding
Buoy 1¥ into the FNew Castle Range fog signels wers begun as forward vi--
aibility bogen decreasing rapidly. Abeanm of Reedy Polnt, engines were
stopped at 0214 and the master vas sumponed. After a brisf conversation
both pilot and master agreed it would be unwise to attempt navigation
in the fog., The Bulkhesd Bar Range was selscted as the best position
for anchoring since the channel is 1500 feet wide at that point provid-
ing sufficient clearance for the vessel to swing without grounding.

Pea Patch Island Iight (0fficial Name — Fort Delaware Iight, 1953 L.L.
No. 1739) cawe iato visw 3/4 of a mile distant but vas obscured inter-
mittently by fog patches. Engines were put slow ahead at 0220 and Foa
Patoh Island Light was abeam &t 0221, The anchoring detail was swmoned
to the bow and the Second Mate went forward to stand by until the Chief
Mete arrived. At 0224 the vessel anchored with three shots at the wvater's
edge. The running lights were secured, anchor lights turned on ani the
engine room was advised to keep the enginesready. The bow lookout was
detailed to ring mnohor bells on the bow and as an extra precaution, a
mar was ordered aft to sound the International gong. The fog lified mo-
mentarily after anchoring revealing the New Castle Ranges nearly in line.
With the assistance of the radar the position of the vessel was placed
at about ths intsrsection of the New Castle and Bulkhead Bar Ranges.
This position was verified by bearings later that morning. The radar
was continued in operation and several vessels vere observed apparently
anchored on the Cherry Island and Deepwater Ranges, one of which later
proved to be under way downbound but did not pass until after 0500 that
moraing.

11. After anchoring the vessel swung slowly to the flood tide and had
nearly reached her down bound heading when the pllot got permiasicn to
lay below., The master remained on the bridge with the Second Mate cheoci-
ing the redar at regular intervals. ‘

12. The vessel that later proved to be the ATLANTIC DEALER appsared

on the radar scope four miles down river about abean of Reedy Point
heading upbourd, When the target was 2 miles distant, fog signals of a
vessel under way were heard and {dentified as emsnating from the approach-
ing vessel, The vesasel's progress uas observed on the scope as they




WHIE 11400

continued to close and appearsd to ba navigeting at or bpeer the center
line of the channel. As the whistle eignals becams louder, the »
lookout on the bow rang the fog bell harder and more frequently and

the master and the second mate in the meantime alternated between

the vadar and the pllothouse windows vhere they watched for the
DEAIER‘s first appesrance. The DEAIER's lights £inally loomed out of
the fog two points on the port bow between five and eight hundred fset
away. Although at that instant her range lights were open

sligzhtly %o the right, she sppeared to be swinging to ber own starboard
and 44 seemed at first she would pasa clear port to port. Her speed -
was veriously estimated by ENGINEER witnesses es being between tihreo

to six knots. Rer ewing wae too slovw, however, apd it soon becams evi-
dent collision wes unavoidable as the anchor was hesrd going down,
followed by danger signals, The master of the ENGINEER turned on the
general alarm and within seconds the bow of the DEAIER struck the
ENGINEER on the port side in way of No. 7 port cargo tank at about a
45 degree angle. The DEAIER's bow glanced off after impact and ahs
passed down the port side with about 15 ft. of clearance. Flames ap-
peered on the water between the two vessels almost immediately after
econtact. In quick succession, the second mate was ordersd to resdy
No. 1 boat and lower it to the embarkation level, the radio officer
was directed to send a distress messege and the remainder of the crew
wag ordered to fight the fire. The fire pump was in operation withir
a minute but full pressure on the hoses was not immediately obtainad
as a result of the fire lines having been drained and left open in
anticipation of freezing weather. Within five mimtes the fire on

the water had spread to the vespel igniting the paint on the hull and
superstructure aft along the port side. Fed by oil from ths ruptured
tank, the fire on the water had reached 1ts beight about 15 mimtes
after impact with flames estimated to be well over 100 feet in the
air. Fog noszles ware used first but had little effect om ths firs on
the wober vhich was f£inally extinguished by a blanket of foem. Employ-
ment of the fixed foam aystem was occasioned by soms delay, but foam
vas trought into play by transferring the mechanical foam nozzles %o
the regular water system and utilizing the foam plickup feature from
five gallon foam cans. By 0430 the fire aboard the veasel was under
control with the exception of isolated smoldering fires in various
compertments aft on ths port pide. These were completely extinguished
by 0630 in the morning.

- 13, There was some confusion among the crew members aboard the

ENGINMEFR at the outset but this was quickly overcoms vith a minimm
of lest time when fire fighting efforts were organized.
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14. Hiversl of the unlicensed personnel took it upon themselves to
Jovsr Fo. 3 lireobcat %o the water's cdge and descead the ladder into Iit.
The boit wes not cast off, however, ind when the men were advised cwio:t
others were Tighting the fire, they returned aboard and assisted.

15. ‘hs porconnel in the engine room remained at thelr statlons un-
$17 fereed to rotreat into the shaft alley by a heavy concentration

of omoke which, in spite of all fans and ventilators being olosed,
contisied to £ill the area. It was later determined that much of tois
swoke had poured through the vents in the skylight coaming. The
hoilsrs were kept in operation im order to keep the fire pump ruanicz
an. eich man in turn checked the boiler fires and vater level svery
fev pirutss. The chief engineer, after advising the master of the situ~
stion and with his permission, orderad the men topside. Agalin sach man
in rototion returned to the fire room periodieally to check the boiler
operation. When the bulk of the fire topside had besn extinguished the
smoke in the engine room spaces cleared sufficlently to allow the men
to retura. Small fires were then discovered in various spaces sbutting
the sikin of the ship on the port side and were extinguished without
diffieculty.

16. A% 1349, 30 December, the ENGINEER was again under way and docked
gt Philadelphis without further incident. '

17. The ATLANYIC DEAIER, with s full load of commsreisl gasoline, ca-
parted Port Arthur, Texas ox 25 December 1953 enroute Philadelphia, Pe.
All ravigation and steering gear werc in constant use and funotioned sctis.
factorily throughout the voyage. Arrival at Overfalls L.V. was reccrded
a8 2310 on 29 December and a mean selt vater draft of 28,8 ft. was

noted, Under the con of the master, the vessel proceeded up the Delawere
Bey. Ths rader had been turned on coming up the coast and was continued
in epevation. Visibility in the lower Bay was estimated at 10 miles,
decrésaing gradually to four miles upon entering the Reedy Island Range.
At thet time, several ships were sighted anchored in and out of the
chanrcl st the upriver end of the Ready Island Range. Continmuing up

the Heedy Island Range, visibility cdecreased further to three miles

ani as the DEAIER neared the anchored vessels, speed was reduced ars

the chief mate was summoned to the forecastlehead to stand by tbes znchor.
An unidentified supertanker was anchored in the channel east of Fo. 3
anchorage necessitating leaving the channel on ths western side in oxder
to pees clear. Clearing the group of anchored vessels the DEAIER then
peturnsd to the channel. The New Castle Range was entered with Buoy 1N
absan o port, still prooceeding at reduced speed. After steadyling

down cn the New Castle Range, an unidentified freight vespsl which
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sppusat L2 ba conlng vp ths old Firn's Point Range wap observed (il
waig on the port quarter, “he DEIER vas about two miles below f:i
Paves ialand Light when the mule on wetei, Second Mate Ormiston, ru--
poried. a radsr target at eizht milec doad ahead. This report was i
error, bovsver, and Ormiaton did not romepber until later that he kit
previcngly shifted the rsdar to the four mile scale and that the trz nu
in reclity was only four milen off. HNevertheleos, the master acknci -
ledgeé the report but did not verliy 1%. With Pen Pateh Island Ligl:
then clearly visible the master called to the bow and advimsed the (l.ie
Mata thet Ghe vessel would nob be enchoring lmmedlately and suggestci
he gucnd by on the bridge. Continuing up the New Castle Range the oyas-
taling freight vessel reachad a point close aboard on the port bow &id
ther cropped aft agein. Appreaching Poe Patoh Light the DEALER wuse
stewaing half sheed at ah estimated 10 knots over the ground on the
ohanil course of 334 deg. T. Peas Patch Light was abeanm to port ut (323
estivibed 100 fest off whep it was noticed that the forwvard visibility
was dooyessing rapidly and fog sigacls ware begun. At about that tiuw
tks cldef wete who wes rtill on the bridge, stepped over to the rador.
AlGshough the redar had been opsrating to the complete satisfaction of
tko m.ater sid the second wate up until that time, the chlef mte ci-
servos the targets dregging on the scope, however, the chapnsl showud
up elwarly. Without ettempbing to udjust the roceiver or to shift 1]
anotioy renge, he observed a large harget about 2 degrees on the pord
bew 1.7 miles distant whieh hs plsced "hbelow the turn® in the river

at thy ent of the New Castle Range. The chief mate was of the belicf
he roported the bearing and distanco of this target but nelther the
mestar, dseond mate or helmwsmin rocalled hearing it. At about thic swm
tive, still in the vicinity of Pee Patch Island Light, the fog sign:ls
of & vewgel under way were heard 2 or 3 points on the starboard bow and
were ostlmated to be epproximitely four miles away. The chief mate
contisued Lo observe the radar and whon the terget ahsad had closed e
1.3 wiles with the bearing unchanged he agaln reported it to the ma:iter.
Ths watey thereupon went to the churtroom, measured off a mile and a
helf crom his estimated pomitfon balf way betwsen Pea Pateh Light and
Buoy 1H. Although this weuld have placed the target in the upper gud
of Pulkhezd Bar Range Chanrel the masier checked the radar and bein:
anabls %0 distinguish any tergets due to the ghosting effect, he ac-
sumsd the targst was & 1ight on the bulkhead fwo miles ahead of the
veseel. In the meantime, visibility had decreased to 1/2 mile, ths fog
sigrzis of the vessel ahsad wore gotting pearer and the bearing seciad
to be closing on the bow. Tho master agein ordered the chief mate Lo
the foreenstlehsad, stating hu intended to anchor just north of Buoy
7.5 cutside the western edge of the eharnsl. At 0327 engines were jut
8low ~head and at 0328.5 they were stopped as the fog continued to
thicksn. Buoy 7-N was left ebeam to port 100 feet off and the enginsu
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vere wab hald satern frow 0330 to G3:0.5 to help kill the headvay
wvitheut losing stsersgewway. 4% 0331 enginess were sgain rung halfl
asterry for ons bhalf minuke and with the vesssl then about 2000 foct
beyons Buoy 7. ths wheel wes opdered hard loft in oxder to ovlng
around to the tide and out of the channel prior to letting go the eu-
chor. Ths veasel had hardly started %o swing to the left and the meiwir
had juit ordered stop engines at 0331 1/2 when a white light apposred

. out of the fog ebout 800 feet sway slightly on ths port bew. Bellaving
it to 2e a light on the downbound vessel Ifrom which the fog signals bad
been :sard, the master instantly ordeved havd right, followed by Blow
ahead znd half ahead in the hope the bow would swing back and tha wwo
vessel: would pase port to port. Within seconds ths deck lights of ils
vesse!. waleh later proved to ba the ATIARTIC ERGINEER becane visible :head
and reslizing collision was imainent, unpines were backed full astern 4%
0332 sxd the dengor sipgnal wms given. The chief rate was at the eyss

of ths ship at the tims and wew the lipght ahesd st mbout the same L1
stant 53 tie master. Turning immedistely, he run to ths anchor winilaps,
shoutei to tha bridge to the evfect "vesael ahead, full astern® and ow
his oww wotion dropped the sturboard anecior as tho danger signal wap
being uounded, Closing on the ATLANTIC FHGIREER it was apparent she

wag ot anchor headed downbound lying nb o 45 degree angle acrose the tow
of 4he DIAIER less than a ship length wwazy. In spite of the avoiding
actior the DEAIER's heading changed little, and with her engines goinz
full sabers, her bow struck the port side of the ENGINEER in way of

No. 7 tank at 0332 1/2. The jmpact was described as glancing and the

. two vesssls separated lmmediately with the DEAIER passing down the port
slde =1d parellel to the BNGIFEER only a few fest apart. Within se-
conds after the collision, the gensrul alarm wes sounded as fire brokw
cut o bthe water between the fwo vesssls bLegimning at the bow of the
DEAYIE and extending aft as she conbinuel to draw astern of the other
vesgel. By the time the DEALER cleared the stern of the ENGIRRER, tlo
Plamss bad reached s height of 60 feet along the DEAILER's port side.

Ta ar offort to draw away from the fire, engines were ordered slow

sheed rollowed immedistely by half shead at 0335 1/2. The radlo officer
apposr:=d on ths bridge, was advised of tle situation and directed to '
contors any station he could raise for ansistance, With the engines telf
sheaé, the rudder still hord right and the sturboard anchor draggling,

the siern btegan swinging avound to the left. As a result of the swing
the flomas along the port aide swept fubcard towards the center line

of thLe vesnel and extended arcand ths stwrn wder the counter to the
starte zrd quarter.

18. Frior to entering the Bay, the five hydrants on deck had been
opencé. in anticipation of freening weather and ecupper plugs were
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elread? <n place preparetory o wiloudisg. Wion the Llre pungs wer
urned on felloving the gerswel alerm, the dedk Jlecded apd weier
spillei over the sides axtirgeishing nessiy all the burnlag paint
vork ©i uhe vessel's hull epprexiuetely live minutes later. 4a tb
vosseL eontinmed to cows arounl the englies were stopped at 0337 1/:.
The e on Zae water eppesred to ba concentraied about 800 feet on
the otiroonrd bow and at the some time several msn in the water wer:
obaorvzd 300 fest off outlined sgainst the flames. The mester be.
Jieved these mea were off the cther vesscl and the faot thet they
were USATIR erewmembers did notu become apparent until later. CGlanaein
aft on the starboard side, the master saw men attempting to Jaunch
Nos. 7. asd 3 lifeboats and others groupsd on deck apparently dazed

and Lnieelsive. The master thoreupon ordered the men avay from tho
boats .:ni dirscted them to fight what blaze remained assuring them whe
cargo was not on fire. All hande rssponded to the order immediately
and puooseded to man fire tighting scuipisent. While isolated fires
wers bL:ing fought in lifeboats and other locatlons on deck, the bura-
ing oil on the water forward appeared to be drifting toward the vesael.
The ehie? mate was sent forvers to hoave in the snchor and at 0342 '
enginos were oxdered full setern. Ia the nsantime Ho. 1 boat was or-
dered praopared for launching in an attempt to save the men in the watar.
The clied mate was unable to reise the auchor, The fire on the watar
Porwesd went oub shortly therexfter and at 0347 the engines were
abopp:i. The vessel then lay riding to the £lood tide on a heading

of abr:t 325 deg. T. with Buoy 4-B abeam to port about 50 fest off.
No. 1 iielont was ready for launching soon aftsr the englnes were’
stopped and wader the command of the second mets depayted in search
Zor Evivivers. Ths chisf engineer and tus third mete ware recoverad
from the river but due to darkness and fug no other survivors were
heard or sighted, The Chilean frelghtcr COPIAPC was encountered naler
way up wiver of the DEAIER and after stopping took the survivors ani
boet crew absard. Further sesreh by the heat crow was considered
useless, howsver, power boats from the Dslavare State Police Rescus
Squad ware on the scene and oontinust to look for survivers. '

19. 4board the DEAIER all fires wers extinguisbad by 0430. A list
of misslag erov members wes compiled and furnished to the Delaware
State Folles. The COPIAPD establisbed radio communicatlons offering
the services of the ship's doctor ani sdvising that they bad the boat
erew std tuo survivors aboard. Aftsx daybreak the lifeboat, togesthor
with Loat erew and survivors wore retwrned to the vessel. When tho
weathe: sleared the DEALER got under way st 1253 and proceeded to
Phileczlibie without further incldent,




1. It in eonsidered that the fniluro of the wesier of the ATLARTZG
DEALER to maxe sdequate use of the madsr before procseding into thy
constitused the inltinl error leading up to this collision. There - i
1ittie doubt that the target tho second mate observed at fowr miler b
mistaksnly reported as eight miles wus In fact the ATILANTIC ERGINEE:. &
was the target later observed Ly the chief mate. Although the prem:. . ow
of fog ahsad became spparent while approaching the light on Pea Pati:
I8)and and the deeision %o anchor wss made when that light wes abes | b3
a?fort was made to check the radar by either the gecond mate or the .o
enbil whs chief mate reported the target 1.3 mlles shead. Accordin
the mo ter, the vessel at that time wes estimated to be half way b o
the 1%°h% on Pea Pateh and Buoy V-3, a pesition which proves to be . i
exectl 1.3 miles from the place the EFGINEIR was anchored. Wheth: i
not tl. radar returns wers so peor zi to prevent the master's ideni. [l
tion o the target reperted by the chicf mate, it must be assumed ©i.% e~
eephic: vas sufficiently geed prior to that tims to emable the chl:y nuve
to tre dk the terget frem 1.7 miles %o L.3 miles and elso fmpressg hi:
vith ‘e need to call that psriienlasr oue to the master's attentiocn uh
of o170 tho others within repge. In cny cese the master's wavarrabii o
assur;: don that the chief uele's report was in reality @ bsaacom on L
bulkkrd twe miles shead Gid mot reilect the caro and prudence requLi
by the cirowsstances psrticwlarly sliuce czreful plotting would have
previiod timely notice of the snehorsd vessel. In this connsetion o7 i3
algo «-noidered significant that no effort wes made to Tocus the rw:iiv:
chzingo the range scals or otherwlse sttenpt to improve radar recepi.n.
To adeition the mester adwitted that following the casualty the redcn Wi
noisy wxlicating soms malfunctioning but was povertheless useabls.

2. Si.aco the panter wes upswWsre of the presence of the ATIARTIC EiiILEIR
it . be assumed hs vas pavigeting with regard to the vessel frou
wheneo Yhe fog signals were heard. Unfortunately the DRAIER's npav: -
tion ‘v this respect sppeare to be s leas faulty. BHaving heard b4 o
signe.: on the starboerd bov ard detorminad the bearing was closing -
assury slon that the vessel was downbound was logleal since such is -
consi sration of the channel. According to the waster, the DEALER wuiu
thews 1:vigeting on her own lefihand side of the chanmel, passing bous
Pee T uch Island and Buoy ~N an estimated 100 feet off, The posei it
of cnoiuntering the cdownbound vessel bafore the anchoring position '
resch: ;. eould not be overlocked and had the other vessel continved dun:
rizur ke prosence of the IEALIR or the wroug side of the chanpel wiiil
pnduanwiohably bave enbarrussed her navigation. This contention lu
gupponvad by the master hinsels who testiffed his first impreasion mjos
gighiti..g the lights of the ENGINEER was that ho hed in faolt met the
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el vanaet. B clulued Swebhye thed 40 wes fox thle resson a-
: s hand vizht epd pub enginod held ahwad in en effort to elac:
O P,

3, %o Toewl io olse of the opinfen than excesiive spesd on the pon. o
siER uner the prevellirg eorditions of fog apd low wisibillcy
theo oantribated to thia casuvalty. A% the time the light on Pea Fux
Talspn wod abuam the DBALIR wes proszeding hali sheed and based on «
provicas bellia i% is evident sbe had avtuined wmevimum half apead
bhe VoW, The rasteris ssiimsbe of ibe epled a2l this time was sig.
knotes 1ioh a 1.5 kuot carrent under fout shich wns maintained until
vhes o seed s vedueed o slow ahead foliowed by stop at 0328.5. 7
the trree niostes remeiaing unbil the BNGINERER wes first sighted 1
wera L oonped for tio periods toteling two minubess end were going b
Tor iy porisds of 30 uvseonts cach. I Js coneidered that these e
orcars Wors ansufflcient o reduce the spsed of the DEAIER tc safe |
In ohoo regacd 4% is noked that the distance of 1.5 miles between &
lipht on Pea Patich Island and the scane of the zollision wes trave.:
s avoragze snsed of ebout 10 kuote. By similer computation uslng i it
as bk bosds eabimate of the dictancs traveled f£yom the moment the ilbis

Re TatEw

were Cirst slzhited the spaod of the JBALIR would average out to over Iive
tnots chich ia iteelf could hardly be coseidered prudent under the wonii-
ticze Jbuainisg, The failure of those ahoard tie DEALER to hear the log
bells off the BRYINEER canmot ba explained and the lookout who wmight Zuve
given wore adoguate testimeny in this regerd was lost. The Board iz of
the opinion hovever that the ehemces off hearlag the ERGIREER's bell would
have Lsen graatly incressed by & wore oderate speed. ‘

i
Tl

4. Tia daeition of the ENGIKEAR to anchor in the Bulkhead Bar Rangs whannel
being oredicated on the salely of thy vessel sai the result of consltisped
jucgm.at on e paxt of hoth mupter wnd pilet cannct be eriticised. Ths
: in well ewnro of the wbtenos of vafe anchioreges available to wvivasls
of ro. size uad araft Mivoen Sombay Hook and Mircus Hook. Upon pussiig
the Youbiy Hosk enshorsge, nevigators of the “supert cargo carriors s
corud vad to conbinuwe or if anchoriay hesomes mindatory it must be coo
plizkod ia i channel. The problem iu Lfurtker complicated by the wict
Y008 vissala are, with tie encspticn of a few short reaches, St
a3 lorg as $he chaunels eve wide, Juch ves the unenviable pesiticn ol
the FAGTHEER when the o, wes oncounieved. Wher the necessity for & teshose-
ing k.8 mon spreed upon by pliol and 1a# ter ths Bulikhead Bar Rangs Taaunsl
witin 2 5o 1500 v, widbh provided ths firet aveilable positlion of suils jelent
diron. ious to permit the wessel to muing to the tide without fear oX
groun . ing, The anchoring acccupliviad, bher statutory obligations wsive
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Gisoae ged by ohicwing thr wwopir lights and sounding the required

LGl . Ta this peniienlar caia, however, where the continy:
cppaon v of thn obher vessel wes resclly spparent in the rader, th.
Doguwd aarnes help bub {3sl thst uee f s supplementary signal mighu

have oosreed Ghe collirina. While Article 12 of the Inland Rules
veratic the wwe of & flsve vp or delonating signal the Board is not
were of ooy vequived ezuvipment abeayd a tank vessel of this class
vhieh sight gsrve the purpose, or eny woans by which such signale i
safely bDe inpeovised. Tas use of the ship's whistle was therefore il
only piacticsl. weans avellable to the ERGINEER of calling attentlon iic
her piusencs. The nsed for such a whistle signal appesrs to be recog-
niged by ths pevly adopted Interpaticmm) Rules bub in the absence ui
any wioirtory provisions in this insiance It could reasonably be aiqwd.
thet ths sourding of an waauthorized whistle signal conld tend to piw-
vert vibber ilmn promote mutusl understanding. In any case 1% ie ocmte
sidaze’ 1he ENGINEER was entitled to presume that the fog bells as ru-
guivad by stetute would provide ample warning to the approaching wei.-
gel ard furthor that the DEAISE was navigating according to law, e
lating ber action so as to avoid posuible danger.

§. Alvhcugh 4% 1s belisved that any additlonal pracautions on the
part of the LIGINEER would not have prevented or reduced the effeciu
of thi ecllition & batter stete of readiness could have been attained.
Hotwithstunding the faet that 400 feel or more of navigable channsi
lay % eithor cide, there was considorable danger in this sltuation
whish wae eppavently recognized by the master. The Board feels con-
stralend b0 point out thet the care to be oxercised mst be in pro-
portics te tho danger to be avolded. To this end preperations to vean
chein . possible comsideration of mansuvering on the engines in unhii-
eipation of w close pasping, woeuld hive more fully reflected the dus
aars «od @Llisencs that zarke the prudent navigator.

G, Tnws variod testimony of ths DEALUR witrnesses concerning events -
tor ths eoliision prevents an accurate determination of the time elupusi
vatwe:1 the master's flrst knowledge of the men in the water and the
oréar o launch the lifeloat in a rescue attempt. Sines those who @'
dored the DELTER presumsbly junped from the starboard side aft, theilr
relatli-e poaitiors forvard of the storboard beam when first sighted iy
thens ~n bthe bridge would indicate the vessel had by then completed
hald ¢ pore of her swing tc the downbound heading. The master at ult
tiwa ‘owd ais crew for the most part in a stets of mental aberraticii
setin, indepenisntly, if at all, and was simltansously faced with

Piyn :hoerd cnd the edéed besard of burning oil apparently drifting
dovn ¢ ths vessel. Whather o not vhs master balieved the men in i
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weter wore Ivewm the DZAIRR or the othor ohlp, e priuery responailbility
ves to his oun vensel and those on bourd. It is therefore believed tiw
moatsr ocsnnot be criticized ror first dlvecting the efforts of the crew
towerd ssving the vassel. Ib auy cass the faot that two persons were ‘
rosoversd from the river alive in spiie of the vater temperatures would lui-
diaste thet even under such advarse circumstsnces timely actlon was teken
to effeot rescus, -

7. The Board also took notice of the conduct of Paul N, Skipper, Bk
7565202, Chiof Engineer and Rolf L. Eklund 2-335808, Third Mate of the
DEAIER, both of whom ebandoned ship with no apperent thought of their
responsibility towards the vessel or other crev members. Whils simlilar
conduet by unlicensed personnel wmay be partislly sxplained by inadequate
traiping and the absence of positive leadership, there appears to be no
justification for such action on the part of offiocers upon whose Judgment
and diruetion the fate of a vesael and her crew, would in an emergency,
largely depend. Accordingly, the Board instituted diseiplinary proceed-
ings against both of these officers and the cases were referred to tha
OCMY, Falladelphis for action under R.S. 4450 as amended.

8. Sizilar criticism can be directed at the DEALER's Chief Mate,

Thomas 3. Manley IXI Bk 071205 who falled to take immediate charge at
the cesns of the emorgency us required by the station bill or othervise
make apy effort to exeroise his suthority as the leading seamwan aboard
the vewsel until after the order to fight the fire had been given by the
master. Although his actions were amaliorated somewhat by the fact that
he perforied sstisfactorily after overcowing his initial aberration, he
was nevorthelsss charged by the Board under the provisions of R.S. 4430
as smended and hie case was likewise veferred to the OCMI, Fhiladelphia
fox aclion.

9. In spits of the foregoing, ths Board recognized the exsmplary conduct
and devotion to duty exhibited in meny instances sboard both veseels
without waich ths losp of life and property damage could concelvably
have besn far greater. :

10. Wkilo the record indicates that both veasels complied with the law
requirlng emergency drills the Board nevertheless concurs with the opin-
fons ewjressed by several witnesses that greater realism in the exscutlon
of vuch drills provides ons of the wost practical meane avallable to
ships® officers for the efficient orgsnlzation and training of a)l hands
to meet emsigencies. Beyond that, hovever, the needless loss of life
resuliing from the premeture abandopmont by som® crew members aboard ile
DEAJER sgadn highlights the need for a complete understanding of the
problsu of £ize aboard ship and the realization that fire, even aboard
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tank vessels, cab be soped with successfully by proupt amd efficiunb
use of the fire fighting eyuipment nrovided. In this cosnection, it
wea notsd that posltive direction dispelled confusion amd when proper
use was mate of “he equipment provided the flre wae readily overcomns.

11.. Fotics vas slso taken of the fact that no means are provided for
cloping the fixed louvered vents in the coaming of the engine room
giylight aboard the ENGINEER, a conditionm which permitted smoke to
£33 {he engine room spaces eventually foreing the personnel therein
avay from their atations. I% has mince besn learned, however, that the
Atlantic Refining Company is presently preparing plans for the correc-
tion of bhis deficlency aboard the ENGINEER and others of her class and
uhder the circumatances no further action appears indicated.

RECOMENDATIONS:

1. Hazed on the foregoing facts and conclusions adduced therefrom,
tna Bogrd recommends that Captain Bennington, master of the S8
ATLANT C DEALER be charged with negligence under the provisions of
F.S, 4450 29 amended.

2. 'There being no evidence of any material fallure and since the
racord is clear that all equipment functioned satisfactorily when pro-
periy used, it is reconmended thst no further action be taken apd the

cass bo closed.

(signed) L. H, Sheckelford
L. H, SHACKELFORD
Captain, U. 8. Coast Guaxd

(signed) R. Y. Edwards
R. Y. EDWARDS
Commander, U. S. Coast lGuard

(signed) J. H, Hawley

J. H. HAWIEY ,
Lisutenant Commander, U. S. Coast Guard
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At A:Z0 pen. the Board adjournsd to awalt the action of the Convanirg
Authowity. ’ .

(signed) L. H. Shackelforc
L. H. SHACKELFORD
Captain, U. 8., Coast Guard
Chairmwan

(signed) J. H. Havley

J. H. HAWIEY

lieutenant Commander, U. 3. Goast Guard
Member and Recorder




