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Froms Chief, ‘orchant Vessel Inspection Mivision
Tos Comrandant, R o ‘
Via: Chief, Uffice of Yerchant Marine .afety

Lubjs “arine Bourd of linvesti;ationy Collision between the 35 ilu- & G.R .
and the 85 «95:.Y (Greek) in aporoximate nosition L3950t 1249481,

1. . .ursuent to the provisions of Title 46 C,F.u, ‘art 136, the rccord
o' the "arine oucrd convened to investivate suhject ecasuzlty, tozether with
its Pindings of "act, Opinions and Recommendat:ons » has been reviewed and
is forwarded herewith, : : : '

2. On 28 June, 1951, the S5 al. 5.5 K, a lierty type tank vessel.

fully loaded, was en route from “srtineg s California, to Seattle,. ashington,
and the 535 .LUTi-Y, a literty type veseel of .reck registry, fully loaded, was
et route from Victoria, B8,C, to South .friea, via San ~edro, California, ..t
approximately 1600, 28 Juus, 1951, both vessels encountered fog, plauced enrines
on standby "ut did not reduce speed, The AUR.Y was not fitted with radar,

The ilns S G il was fitted with radar and st 2100 sizhted the #7ut.Y on her
radar, distance, 12 wiles and made course changes to avoid collis.on, .wither
vessels reduced speed until collision was incvitslle and both versel: collicded -
at ahout 2145 $8f the Oregon coust in aporoxinzte pusition 43° L6"§ end 12,°
U8":; 4t the time of collision thore wus a northwesterly swell, southwesterly
airs «nd fog, ..0 injurics or loss of life wera sustained as.a result of this
collision, howzver, “cth vessels sustuined damaze estimated at aporoximately
$175,000 each, _ .

3. The “oard mude the “ollowing Fipdinrs of Tacts

"1, The U, S, stean tarkship 4L.7 8 ¢ R and the Stean freighter
a0k Y, of .ruek registry, colliled in fog while underway off the -
cost of Oreson, in the vieinity of 43 derrees L4 migutes ‘lorth, and.
124 degrees Lt minutes .ect, at a“out 2146<1/2 o7,

"2, The two ve sels involved weres

a8, - The ild S:.G.R, a U, 3, inspected Liberty-type steam
' tankship, official num“er 2LL5T, of 7123 aross tons,
homeport, Los .ngcles, California, “uilt in 1943, =t
that sume port, of stecel hull materials s ouned and
oderated “y (harles (urg % Corpany, Ine,, 1000 slmut
Ltreet, Fhiladelphie, ra, The 5._GiRE was enrolled for
-acific coustulse trade, exxipped with gyro com-ass, -
direction finder, futhometer, and Risgthhesm PArwRavoeq “adar,
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4t the time of the collision in question, the vessel
was mnder the comnand of Captain John %, Torrance,
2042 Rome Drive, Los /npeles, California, His license
number is 67343, issue 6, 9, und carries Iirst Class
?1lotae indorsements for major east and west coast
ports, A

b, = The SS AULRLY, of treek registry, a liberty-type steam
froighter, of 7176 gross tors, Wuilt of steel in 1945,
in South Portland, “aine, The vescel was formerly
listed as the 88 FRiD RICK AUSTIN, of U, S. registry,
The vessel was sold in 1946 by the U, S. Govermment to
“r, Constantin G, Gratsos of Greece, who is the present

" owmer and operator, This vessel is equipped with a
magnetic compass, a direction finder, and fathometer,
It does not have a gyro or radar, A4t the time of the
collision, the #UDLY was in command of Kyriakes n, -
Koutroufiotis, : .

"3, At the time of the collision, there prevailed south southwesterly
airs, force 1 to 3, There wes a northwesterly swell, wkich was ver;
slirht, fo;, “arometer 29,93, air temperuture 5! degre.s, sea tcmparature
51 degrees, These conditions were prevalent with respect to both
vessels for some two hours prior to the casualty,

"k, The AL.* S..UtR departed the fhell (il Terminal, Martines, '
California, at 0430 hours, PS5T, 27 June, 1951, fully loaded with ree
fined petroleum products, consisting of approximately 65,000 berrels,
The vessel's draft at time of departure was 26% 08 forward, 29' 08"
aft, and a mean draft of 28' 02", There was a 5" allowaace for brackish

“water, in complience with her loadline ecertificate, The 5. G k was

manned by & crew of 37 men, including the aster anc L} mates, ohe

was destined for Seattle, 'ashington, und was being piloted by the
“aster, Ceptain Torrance, who was a duly licensed pilot, IHaving
cleared the San Francisco "ilot Ctation, the S% R procecded northward

along the .acific Coast on various courses, in presence of intermittent

fog and poor visiblity, At 1548, 28 June, 1951, the vessel again
encountered foz, and as on previoue occasions, the engincs were placed
on standby, The vessel's engines under the previously stated conditions,
turned 65 or 66 rpm, which gave an over the ground speed of a‘out

10,5 knots, &4t ahout 1617 hours PST, and on course 349 degrees :yro,
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Cspe lanco was sbeam 6,5 miles by radar, The course wes then changed .
to 360 desrecs gyro, allowin- 1/2 drgree: westcrly deviation on the
vessel's ayco compass, At 1506 hours, Cupe irago was abeam (western
part), the vessel “eing off 13-1/2 miles, and still on course 3609
eyro, 1his radar fix wes reported to have been very accuraie, At
2000 hours 5T, .. Varco,,the Third “atc, took over the o to 12

wridre watch, on the navigating bridge, The vessel's course was
chanced at once to 350 degrces -yro, the speed remaining the sume, <t
2100, ‘T, Jarco stuted that he observed on his vessel's ra‘ar, a target
hearins one point on the starhoard how, distance about 12 miles, it
2106, the 4LiM S “C-R wes abeam Umpqua fiver, distance off 22 riles;
“.owever, this distance was computed “y ¥, Varco to ‘e 2 iles, and
was computed “y radar and dead reckonin. asproximations, .t 2115, the
radar tarset previously mentioncd bore wo points on the star'oard

row, approximately 8 miles /istance, arco then chanred course to 350
degrees gyro, 4t 2120, the vessel's course was chanzed to 345 degrees
gyro, und thercafter this target tore 3 points on the starhoard how,
the Jistence “ ing not accurately ascertained, At 2140, a course
change to 335 was made,  Thoreafter, the tar-et “ore i pointe on the
starboard bow, distance off, 1,7 miles, at this time, the lockout
raag one bell to report a ship's whistle off the ster oard bow, This
report w.e acknowledged by Varco, Varcoe thcn observed that the hearing
of this target wes not chanzing, and at 2145 ordered hard left,
Following this order, a fuzzy white light appeared a’out L5 degrces
and assroximately 0,7 mile off the $- U R's starhoard bow, Varco then .
rang & {ull astern on the telegraph and sounded 3 blasts on his vessel's
waistle,  In cddition, e sounded the gencral alarm, and hollered ror
the Mast-or. t:inking he was within hearing distance on the brisge
below, The impact followed shortly thereafter, at 2ih6=1/2 P-T, , “rom
the time Varco took over the bridge watch at 2100 until the time of

the impuct, the 1Lil & 4 & was sounding regulation internztional

fo~ siymals, . ‘ ‘ : ,

w5, At the time of the impact, the 5°¢ R was making agproximately

10+1/2 knots, and on a heading of 270 degrees gyro, 7The how of the
AUTR:Y imbedded in the starboard bow of the 4L:J S. u:k, at approxie
metely a 90 degree angle in wey of the forepesk tank of the ALAN 5 ..Gul,
and penetrating it past the centerline, Both anchors of the AUTRCY
vere broken off and remained imbedded on the S. ..'R when the vesczels
parted epnproximately 1/2 minute later, Following the collision, the
5. G'R identified the other vescel ac the AUIR-Y, of ureek registry,
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" 6,  Ceptain Torrencc arrived on the navigation “ridge momenturily

aftor tLe impact, He had not beem on this bridge for several hours
during v ich intorval of time he mude fr.quent anpearances on the port
and startourd wings of the lower hrid ¢ and in addition listened to
the weather reports as they became available over the radioe-telenhone
located in his quarters, In addition, Captein Yorrance reviewed the
charts relat .ve to his vessel's navl;ution up the coust and studied
tide and current tables prepuratory to aurriving in ruyet Sound waters,
He was on the port wing of the lower bridge shortly belfore the casualty,
and while there, heard a vessel's fo- sirmal forward of his vessel's
staro r3 'eam, at an estimeied iistance of ome mile, CShortly theres
after, the port sidolight und & white light of another vessel came
into his view, iie ran to the upper bridge, wherc on urrival, the colli-
sion occurrod, lhe Master of the . . G-t was not notified of the ape

' proaching target or the circumstances such ag the course chanpes, radar

bearin s und whistle signals until ho wes called just prior to the
casualty, The “ast r did not hear the aie call him, but went to the’
nevi ation hridge after twice heauring the whistle signal of another
vessel an.l o' servin; the port and musthcad lights, The 5i . .R wus
properly manned; an A*le Seaman wee on lookout in the eyes of the ship
vrior to the time of the casualty, The helmsman at the time of the '
impact, likcwise was &n Able Seaman, 11 hands acted in accordance with
their respcetive duties, The vessel's cntire mechanical and navijational
equipment opcrated satisfactorily up to the time of the caswalty,

"7, The 55 & JR.Y depurted the ~ilot Station off Vieteria, B,C,, on

27 June, 1951, at 1733 hours, Pacific Caylicht Time, The vessel was
enroute to South /ifrica, viu San cedro, ‘.alifornia, where she was .
scheduled to take bunkers for her intended voyase, iler cargo consisted
of a full load ol lumber, part of w ich was stowed avove deck, at an
averagn heizht of about §-1/2 feet, herc were some 4,918,000 board

. feet of lumber in the cargo, The vessel's crew consisted of 3% men,

includin the M ster, it 0035 hours, ship's time, 20 June, 1951, while
on course 10 I'rue, Umatilla Light was observed skeam, ~istumce off,
S miles. ..t that time, the course was changed to 152 degrees magnetic,
allowin: or a 25 degree east rly error, The compass error on this

vessel «:8 not correctly ascertained until an azimth wes later taken, -

- This agimuth calculation gave a 2e1/2 -~ogree westerly deviation, and

‘when computed with a 22 degreu escterly variation, the true course, as
deterined from the rccord, [rom Umatilla was 172 derrees, rather than
the 177 derrees True as stated by ths vessel's Jastcr, The clocks on
the iUTit Y had been set hack some 78 minutes between 2000 hours on 27
Juno to 0800 hcurs 28 June, 1951, it noon on 28 June, 1951, the ¥Yaster
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of the AUTR.Y ébtained by celestial observation, a noon fix glving

a nosition of LS du Tees 42 mimites Horth, 12l degrees, L5 mimites
Jest, This position was about 12 miles west of the 172 degree tracke
line, The ve:sel's speed over the ground from the point of departure
until the noon position averaged 11,92 knots, Following the noon ob=
servation, the course of the AUTILY was chaniec to 162 derrees magnetic,
160 degrecs True, allouing for an east rly comass error of 16 degrees,
At 1930 hours, fog wes encountered, and regulatisn fog whistlee uere

sounded *y the ADDRY, At 2000 hours, the .econd Yate took over the -

hridge watch, The course of the vessel at that time was 162 degrees
magnetie, spe..d approximstely 11,9 knots, Shortly after taking over
the watch, the econd Mate, !ir, Kotomatis, was relieved hy the ilaster,
Kotomatls then took a lookout position on the port wing of the bridge,
in sceordence with the Mast P's orders, ‘hile on the port wing, !,

Xotomutis hcard a foz whistle of another vessel forward of his vessel's

beam, end approxinately 30 to 35 degrees off the port bow, This same
whistle was heard by the vessel's Master and the lookout, who was
posted forward on the deck load, The time was stated to te 2112 ship's
time, The 4U'tY thereafter commenced sounding signals more frequently
in order to get a reply from the other vessel, so as to cstablish

sald vessel's position, There was no change in the speed of the

ARY at this time, 4t 2115, ship's time, a creen lizht was ohserved
veariny ubout 85 degrees to port of the ill.iY, and close abosrd, On
secing the 1i ht, the wheel was put har right, an. the en ines stopped,
The loom of the pncoming vessel became visidble, and the e s were
put full ustern as the collision occurred, the AUDRLY did not sound a
<hlast backing signal, Two fo: signals of the other vessel were

" heard apoard the AUDK:Y, two mimutes apurt, <rom the time the 5.0 i's

second whisile was heard and it became visible, a scant 30 scconds
elapsed before collision, as previously desoribed, Follouwing the
collision, the ve:sels sep.rated in a parallel manner, Later, the port
quarter of the alUNi.Y struck the 5. I on the starboard side in way

of number 8 tank and did moderate ahove-waterline damage, Uhereaftcr,
the vessels drifted apart in the fog, &nd with en.ines stopped the
dumage was surveyed ahoard hoth vessels, and attempis made to Commme
ricate gith the other vessol, a8 well a8 i he owners and the United btates
Coust Lmard, The 5.3 R jettisoned some 10,000 barrels of cargo forward
in order to lirhten the “ow, 4t about 0149, 29 June, the S Gk gob
underway and proceejed to the Columbls River to dischar-e cargo and

make permancnt repairs, The AT-': Y proceeied into Coos Hay for survey
and luter continued to Sun ‘raiscisco, where she undervent repairs, Thore
were no injurics incurved or lives lost as & recult of this casuvelty,
Damage to the S..GER was estimated at $175,000, The ATLRT incurred
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gimilar monetary damage, iV Coast Uuurd forms 2692 of the ALAN
S -G.I have besn forwarded to Headquarters., The AUDELY declined
to suhnmit saic forme, A : ' .

ng, Although the Master and crew of the JUTRY testified that thedr
vessel uas st all times on a course of 180 degrees True, it appeacs
more accurately to have been on & southwosterly course, at lecast for
the half hour preceding the collieion, & careful perusal of the movee

_mente of 'oth vessels from the informetion supplied 'y the testimony

and exhi*its in the record hears this out, speciul note being taken
of the re 'ar “nerinus taken %y Yarco on the 5 G'it, which, all due
allowance being ~iven for error, did not change aopreclatly when
pldtted a3 true heurings, us the vessuls ayoroached into the Jsus of
collision," ' : .

The Foard expressed the following Opinionss

"1, It is the opinion of the ‘ourd that the primery cause of the
collision was tnat Toth vessels were proceeding at an imnoderate rate
of speed for the wsather conditions then existing, snd that the “asters
of the two veocsels were cesponsible for operating at such speed,

"2, The lizster of the S..GiR, being responsible for the safcty of
nis vecsel, was derelict in not havinz heon on the naviguting bridge
at the time of the collision, and for several hours prior thereto,
during whick time tLis vessel wes nevigating in fog. '

n3, The “aster of thc Lreek vessel feiled to follow the aules ol the
“ead in not cto..,iny his vessel's on ines hen first hearing the
whistle Jrom the & G:R ahead of ilm &nd also ot:scured by the fog.

"y, 1t is further concluded that r, Varco, the ihird 'ate of the g
¢ (K, failed to follow the "astor's orders in failing to call the
vagtep to the *ridge at the near aporoach of the other vecsel, that
he failed to properly use and interpret the information supplied by the
radar, that he further failed to caply with the rule of the road

requirins hin to stop his engines and maneuver with cautlion upon :
hearing the wiristle signal of the sppbroac ing vessel, which was obe o
scured hy fo;, as is required by .rticle 16 of the internaztional Rules . s~
of the Hoad. if Varco ha? followed the procecure of other vessels

not equipped with radar and customarily followed by prudeant watch
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officers under similar conditions, he not only would have had his
vessel under sood control, but he would also nave zssisted the other
vessel to better ascertain his shipn's sresence y more frequent
whistles, and furthermore, would not have altercd his courze to port,
in the maneuvers which eventually led his vessel into collision,”

The Board made the following Recommendationss

"l, It is rccommended that appropriate action e taken under K, S.
450, as amended, relative to the apparent negligence of Captain
Torrance and Third -‘ate Varco of the AL S .ii.°H for the reasons stated
in the Opinicn above, In this reepect, it is to he noted that hearings

have already “een held in respect to the licenses of "oth Torrance

(Portland, Orezon, MMIU Case o, 628-omp-1}450) and Varco {?Portland,
Oregon, !LIU Case Yo, 628=omp=1iS1), with decisions in ‘oth cases
presently pending, ,

"2, Sinec there appears to be no Jurisdiction for any ‘action relative
to the Moster and crew of the AUIR.Y because of her registry, none is
recommended, . However, it is recommendec that & copy of the Findings of
Facts (only), of the hoard, he forwardec to .reek .uval Headqusri-rs

- at Ithake, .reece, for its use in its investigation of the operations

of the .U K X,

"3, It is 2lso recommended that further study he nade of the doplicae
tion of the sules of the Road to vessels =quipped with radar, particue
larly in respoct to operation in fog or periods of limited or ohscured
visibility, This “oard recommends that radar-equigpes ships should be
cautioned to comply with the present rules, with emphasis upon opere
ation under the foregoing weather conditions s to the same extent as,
and in the same manner and metrod as, vessels not so equipped, and
thet the mere nrosence of & target om a radar screon of a veseel shall
not entitle said vessel's personnel to depend on it as a vessel whose
position has “cen ascertained, within the meaning of ‘rticle 16, para=

. zraph 2, 80 as to relieve said vesscl of the 3uty to stop cngines and

navigate with cantion until risk of collision is over, upon hearing a
fos signal from the direction o the target it is ap.roaching,

"ho 1t is further recommended that the casoc be closed "
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REMARKS

6+ Opinion 2 of the hoard states that the master of the ALAN S°u'R was
derelict in not having been on the nevigating bridge at the time of the collision
i for several hours prior thereto durin: which time his vessel was navigating
fog. Since the record indicates that the mester was up and atout and made -
quent appearances on the port end starhoard wings of the lower bridge and
otherwise engaged in duties for the safety of his vcssel and since the mate
\/ watch on the navigating bridge, contrary to the orders of the must r, failed
' to notify him of the zpproaching AUIR.Y, the opinion of the boars that the
master was dereliet in not having “een on the navigating tridge &t the time
suhject collision occurrdd cannot wmder the circumetances be eoncurred. with,
pending the determination and review of this issue in the record of hearings
against the license of the mester of the ALaN & L. X, :

7. Recommendation 2 of the %oard suggests thut a copy of the Findings of Fact
(only), of the subject casualty be forwarded to the Greek Naval Kuadquarters at
Ithake, Grecce for use in its investigation of the operations of the (peck
vessel LUDR'Y, It is the view of 1IQ that the entire renort including Findings
of Fact, Opinions and Recommendations be furnishecd to the Greek Naval ilead=
quarters, followins approval by the Commandant,

8, Recammendation 3 of the Board is fully concurrcd with, In this comnece
2 there is substantive evidence to indicate that had certain of the vessels
o lved in serious collisions compliec with th- applica’.le provisions of the
‘Cf§ - statutory and ad-inistrative collision regulations rath r than pelied upon the
-\ Tadars on board, such collisions would have b-rn avoided, Yue to this fact - nd
other factors such as technical quzlifications of operators, maming, mainten- -
ance, ete,, the "Hadio Technical Commission for !arine Serviee! s consisting
of govermment and industry representatives has undertaken, and is now in the
proces: of making a study for the determination of means of preventing collie
sions of vess:ls fitted with radar installations, At the International Cone
ference for Saf2ty of Life at Sea, held at Lonion, ngland {rom 23 snril to
10 June, 1948, the desira“ility of meking radar installations mandatory on
vesgsels was considere:, This Conference rejected such mandatory proposal s and
\ \in lieu therecof provide as followss | :

-

"The Conference, while recognizing that the recent advances in
rader and elsctronic navi. ational aids are of rreat scwviee to
shipping, is of the opi.ion that the sossossion of eny such deviee,
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in no way relieves the master of a ship from his dbligation

o  Strlctly to oheerve the requirements laid down in the Inter

9

national Regulations for Freventing Collisions at :ea, and
in particular, the obligetions conteined in irticles 15 and 16
of those Regulations,” '

Subject to the foregoing remarks, it is recommended that the findings of

Fact, Opinions and ueccormendations of the tarime ioard of investiration “e
approved, ' »

/s/P. A OWENDEN
P he OV DM
Acting

" Ind-l | M
Froms - Chief, 0ffice of rerchant Marine Safoty

29 October, 1951

Tos Conmandant

Forwarded, recommending anproval,

/s/ B. C. SHEPHEARD
He C. SHEPHEARD

APFROVD .

October 30, 1961

/s8/ A. C. RICHMOND

A. Ce KICHNOND
Rear Admiral, U. S. Coast Guard
Acting Commandant
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