UN1TWL STalmS CoAST GULRD

hddress Reply tosz ' VI

COMbANDANT 2 sareh, 1951

Ue So Coast Guard Files (ELTON HOYT IJ =
Headquorters ENDERS M. VOORHEES C-9 Bd)

Washington 256, Ds Ca

From: Chief, serchant Vesse) Inspection Division
Toz Commandant
Vias Chief, Uffice of Merchant luarine Safety

Subjs Marine board of investigstionms SS ELTON HOYT II - SS BNDERS M.VOORHEES
= gollision, Straits of mackinac, 24 November, 1950.

1, fursuant to the provisions of ¥itle 46 CFR, Part 136, the record of
the iarine bBoard convened to investigate subject cusumlty, together with its
Findings of Fact, Conclusions, and Reocommendations, has been reviewed and ia
forwarded herewith.

2o The Ameriocan bulk freipghter SS ELTON INYT II of 6939 gross tons was
sastbound and ths Americen bulk freighter ENDERS i, VOORHEES of 10,294 groas
tons was westbound in the Straits of Mackinas., BHoth vessels were in 2 smow=
storm, visibility one-fourth mile to one mile and {a) were sounding regulas
tion fog signals, (b) efficiently manning their radars, and (¢) exchanged
safety calls for passing purposes. Upon sighting each other, both vessels
wera confused es to the course snd intention of the other and collided at
about 1417 on 24 November, 1950, approximately 249® true, 4.5 miles from

St. Helena lsland Light. &4t the time of the collision the ENDERS M. VOORHMEES
was proceeding at full speed, 143 m.p.h. and the ELIUN EOYT II hed considerably
reduced speed. No injuries were susteined nor were any lives lost as & re=
sult of this casualty. The demage to the BUDERS i, VOORHELS was estimated
at $20,000 and the ELTON HOYT 1I, 100,000,

3. The Bourd made the following Findings of Facts

"l. On or about 1417, 24 Novembser 1950, the SS ELTON IOYT II navi=
gated by George L, 0'Boyle, saster, and the S3 ENLERS . VOORHHES
navigated by Alf, H, Nielsen, kaster, were in collision in the Straits
of Mackinec ut an aspproximate point 2499 true 4.5 miles from St. Helena
Island Light, ieather conditionss wind S-SV fresh, snow, moderate
see, visibility varying one=quarter mile to one mile.

2. The SS LLTuN HOYT 1T, ufficiael No. 202859, gross tons 6939, a
steel bulk freighter, built 1906, 530! register length propelled by
a 3000 horsepower Skinner Unaflow Single screw engine, owned by the
Interlake Steamship Company, Cleveland, vhio, departed Scuth Chiocago,
'Illinois, 23 November, 1950 on or about 1105 bound for Twe Harbors,
Minnesots, in light condition, draft 14' forward, 19° aft.

3, 0On 24 November 1950 the S8 LLTON HOYT II passed white Shoal Light
in the Straits of Meekinsc on or about 1335, weather conditions, south,
fresh, snow, steering a course 97° true sounding fog signals; radar
operating. &n approaching vessel was met and passed and shertly
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thereafter at approximately 1345, two vessels were observed on the
radar scope on appreeching courses, one slightly on the starboard
bow or to the southward, the other 3° or 4% on the port bow or to
the northward at an approxiate iistance of 10 miles, the vessel to
the southward a short distance nearer than the one to the northward.

4, The courses of the approaching vessels were watched on the radap
scope until approximutely 1408 at which time the master of the

SS ELTON HUYT 11 altered course to 92° true and placed a radio phone
oall to the vessel nearest shead, He contacted a vessel which he
identified as the 55 LNDRS k., VOORHE®S and from the resulting aon-
versation assumed the vessel to the scuthward to be the SS LNDARS di.
VOORHLES , & much faster vessel than the other vessel, identified as’
the SS NORMAN B, MePHERSUN, a small Canadien freighter and that the

3S BNDERS M. VOORHEES would pass to starboard of the SS ELTON HOYT 11,
5, Shortly after this conversation the engines of the S5 ELTON HOYT I1
were placed at half speed. This was continued for sprroximately two
minutes when an approaching vessel, the SS ENDLRS M. VOORHEES, was
sighted on the starboard bow approximstely cne and oneequarter mila.
awayo, A4t this point a one blast signal was heard from this vesseld,
and it was noted that the vessel had hauled toward the SS ELTON HOYT 11
and was swinging to the right,

6, dJn seeing this aation the iwaster of the S8 LLTON HOYT II ordered
hard right rudder and full speed astern. The ful) astern signal was
repeated twise, but apnroximately three minutes later on or sbout
1417 the two vessels collided, the atem of the SS ELTON HOYT Il in
contact with the port side of the SS ENDLRS M. VOORHEES, between #14
und /15 cargo hatohes at an angle of 45°%,

7. The demags to the bow of the 58 ELTON HOYY II was located b edow
the chain locker deck from the stem to the collision bulkhead ine
volving 29 shell plates and internals in way of same, Amount of
damage estimated at $100,000,

8. No one on the 88 ELIvi HOYY 1I was injured in the collision,

9, «fter the collision cccurred the 55 ELTON HOYT IX followsd tha

S8 LNDERS M, VOORHEES to an anchorage one mile east of uwackinaw Gity, -
Michigan. The vessel was examined and then permitted to proceed te
the Graat Lakes Engineering worke, River Rouge, Michigan, for repsir
and layeups.

10, The S3 ENDGRS M, VOORHEELS, Official No, 242023, gross tons 10,294,
a steel bulk freighter, built 1942, 622° register length, propelled
by a 4000 hersepower steam turbine, single screw, owned by tho Pitts-
burigh Steamship Company, Cleveland, Ohio, departed Two Harbors,
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Minnesota, 22 November 1950 on or about 1550 bound Scuth Chicego,
Illinois, loaded, cargo iron ore, draft 21'11" forward, 22°1" aft.

31. On 24 November 1950 the SS LNUERS M. VOORHEES passed St, Helens
Island, %ichigan, in the Straits of Mackinae, on or about 1359 steer=-
ing 280° true, weathers wind SW 17 M.P.B., smowing.,

12, To the southward about four points on the SS LNDERS M. VOORHLLS
port bow and an estimated mile farther west was a small Canadian
freighter, later identified as the S8 NORMAN Bo BMoPHERSUN, proceed=
ing in the same direction., The S8 LNDERS M. VOORHLES being a faster
vessel was overhauling the 8S NORMAN B, MePHLRSON.

13, Soon after passing St, llelena lsland the snow beoame heavier
end visibility was reduced. A lookout was posted, fog signals were
sounded, radar turned on and the iaster notified, The Naster arrived
on the birdge on or about 1403 and took charge of navigation, At
this pcint he was unotified of the presence of an approaching vessel
detected by radar, the S5 LNDERS M. VOORHEES was prooeeding at full
speed, The Master, looking at ihe radar scope, noted an aspproaching
vessel one to two degrees on the port bow 6 miles away and another

to the southward and approximately one mile to the westward proceed=

I ing in the same direction. :

14, Shortly after this the approaching vessel called on the radio
phones The cull wus teken by the Second Mate and the time recorded

as 1408, The Secund Mate advised tnie haster that the SS LLTON HOYT 11,
the approaching vessel, wes calling and was asking which side the

SS “NDLRS I, VOURIEELS wished to take, The Master indioated his desire
to pass on the one whistle side, port to port, #ithin a minute the
liaster advised the Second Mate to call the 85 ELTON HOYT II to make

sure she understood the SS ENDLRS M. VOORHELS' intention, While
attempting to contact the &5 LLION HOYT II, the Seoond kate heard a
sonversation between the 5SS GLTJN HOYT 11 and the S8 NORMAN B. McPHERSON
and from that undecrstood the S8 LLTON HOYT II thought the S8 LNDERS

3i. VOORHEES was the vessel to the southward, The SS NORMAN B, MoPHERSON
was advising the S5 ELTON HOYT 11 that the S8 LNDERS M, VOORILES was

to the northward of him so the Second kate interrupted and teld the

SS SLTON HOYT II that the SS ENDERS M, VOORHEES is to the north on

the one whistle side., A4t this time the kaster checked the approaching
vessel's position by radar and the distanee away was 3.5 miles. Here-
after the radar image of the &S ELTUN HOYT II was lost, :

15, On or about 1411 the laster of the S5 BUNOLRS M, VOORHIES ordered
right rudder and sounded 8 one blast passing signal intended for the
S8 LLTON IOYT 11, No answer was. received. Approximately three minutes
later another one blast passing signal was sounded by the S8 TNDERS
Mo, VOORHEES which was not snswered and the rudder was placed hard
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16, WNithin seconds the &S ELPIN BOYT il was sighted and to two points
on the port bow spproximately 13007 away. As the bows of the two
vessels passed each other lhe raster of the SS LNDLRS M. VOORPEWS
chunged rudder from nard ri;ht to hard left in an endeavor to ¢ lear
his stern from contact with the bow of the 88 ELTON HOYT Il. This
maneuver was not successful, eand the two vessels collided, the port
side of the &S LUDLRS M. VOORILES between #14 and 1% hatches in cone
tact with the bow of the ©S ELTON HOYT 11. Immediately alter the con-

tact tho

engines of the ST WNDERS M. VOORHELS were reversed full speed.

17. The dumege to the S8 WKDGRS k. VOORHEES is located in #7 nort
side tunk butween ;14 andr¢15 cargo hatches and involves 4 shaell plates
and internals in way of same., Amount of dumage estimated at 120,000.

18. No one on the SS iDLRS M. VOORHEKS was injured in the collision.

19. After the collision occurred the S§ LNDERS M. V OORMELS proceeded
to an anchorage in the vicinity of kackinaw City, wichigan, and later

to Sto. lgnace, Wichigan, where temporary repairs were began.

20. vn 3 Uscember 1950 when temporary repairs were completed the
vessel proceeded to Connerut, Jhio, where the cargo was discharged

and then to lorain, Jhic, for permanent repair and lay=upo"

The toard expressed the following Conalusionss

"l. A Marine board of investigation with Commander George P. HKenney,
GChairman, #r. Cyril k., Bowerman, kember, and Lieutenant Commander

Lioyd R,

korrison, bember and Recorder, was convened.

2. On 1 December 1950 at the Marine inspection Office, Detroit,
Kiohigen, the Board began the iavestigation, interrogating the persons
nel of the S8 LLTON HOYT II, From the testimony obtained from the
personnel of the 88 LLION LOYT 1I, it is evident thate

(1)
(2)
(3)

(4)

The SS ELTON HoYT 11 was sounding fog sigaals of a vessel
underway from 1330 to the time of cellision,

Mo other whistle signals other than fog signals were
sounded.

The SS ELTON YT 11 redused to half speed 5 minutes
prior to the collision,

The S8 LLTON HoYT II sighted the S8 LFDLRS . VOORHEES
when that vessel was one mile tc one and a quarter milesm
away bearing one to one and & half points on the star-
board bow, 3 minutes prior to the ccllision. ~hen the
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SS ENUERS M. VOURILES was sighted and blew a one blast
passing signal, the S& EKLTON HOYT I1 did not reply to this
signa) or sound a danger signal as required. However, he
did order his engines doubls full astern.

3. &s a result of and the conciusion of the board lnvestigation
conductad in Detroit, Michigan, 1 December 1980 while witnsesses were
available and upon eporoval by the Board, dr. George h. 0"Boyle,
Kaster of the SS LLTON HOYT 11, was charged with lnattention to Duty
with two specificutivns. Form CG 2639 is attached,

4, On T becembar 1950 at tho Us S. COast Guard Lifeboat Station,
Lorain, Jhio, the board continued the investigation interrogating
the personnel of the 8§ HNDukS w, VOORHULS.

5, From the testimony obtained from the personnel of the SS ELNDERS
M, VOORHEES it is svident thats

(1) The SS &NDERS M. VOORHELS was proceeding at full speed
from the time visibility was reduced on or about 1400
until the time of collision,

(2) The SS LNDERS M, VOORHLES had radio phone communication
with the SS BLTON HOYT II on or about 1408 and was aware
that the S5 BWLTON ICYT 11 was approaching both by rddie
phone and radar observation.

(3) The SS END&RS M. VOORBEES on or about 1411 sounded a one
blast signel to the S8 ELION IOYT II and reseived no
angwer but did not reduae speed.

(4) The S5 LEDERS M. VOORHuiS failed to navigate with caution
in that while being unable to hear fog signals of the
SS ELTUN HOYT 11, she failed tosound the danjyer signal
end to reduge speed when uncertain of the SS ELION HOYT II's
sourse or intention even though it was known from radar
observation and radio phone communication that a vessel
was appreaching on a course so as tobrin; the vessels
close to each other.

6, As a result of the investigation while the witnesses were availe
able and upon approval by the Board, Mr. &1lf, H. Neilsen, the Xaster
of t he S5 BMNDLRS M. VOORHEES, was charged with lmattention to Duty
with three specifications, Form CG 2639 is attached,

7. The accident is attribdted to failure on the psrt of the wasters
of the two vessels to obey the Pilot Rules for the Great lekeso
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8, In regard to the conflicting testimony concerning the radie
phone conversation, it appears that tha person in charge of the

SS LLTON KuYT 11 confused the position of the S5 LNDERS M. VOORHIES
with that of the SS NURWAN b McPHERSON, the Canadian vessel which
he did pass to starboard.

9, There wes no failure of material or gear involved."

The Board made the f ollowing Recommendation:

™). Since charges were preferrsd ageinst both wasters involved
in this cesualty as previously stated; no further recommendations

are madeo"

It is recommended tliat the Findings of Fact, Conolusions, and

Recommendation of the Marine koard of investigation be approved.

Ind=1

Froms
To:

/</ BLii, Cc CLEAVE
EDW. Co CLBAVE

, 13 March, 1951
Chief, Uffice of Lerchent karine Safety {ELTON HOYT I] =
Commandant KNDERS M. VOORBEES

C~9 Bd)

Forwarded, recommending approval.

/s/ Bo Co SHuPHUARD
H. C. SHPHEARD

APPROVESDs March b, 1951

/s/ uRLIN O'NELLL

e 2IIN OTNLILL

Vice admiral, U5, Coast Guard

Commandant




