Citdef, Merchsnd Vessel Mspsctlon Division
: Cazmandant
Vig: Chief, Qffce of Morchant iarins Safely

Subj1 Meries Board of Investigationy oollision involving MV FERESTREAN
{Norwegien) and SS HAVATIAX RANCIER, San "renaiseo Bay, Californias

11 Decexher 1952

1, Fursuant %o tbe provisions of Title 456 CFR Part 136, the record
of the darine Poard comvened to invoetigate subject casualty, togethes
with 1ts Firdings of Fact, Conslusions apd Bamnﬂatmm, bas been
rvoviowsd and is forwarded Merewith,

2, n 1) Decoxbur 1952, the 89 MAYAIIAR RAIC.KR, @ cargo veesel of

8,353 g.t., vas inbound in San Frenmeisco and proceeding to an

enchorage, and the MV FERESTREAM (Werweg was outbound proeecding to

ssa. 7The weather was foggy, with visibility from 1/4 to 7/10 mile, and
the aca emlm, Both vessals were souniing regulation fog signals and
their respective radars vere manned by cowpeient perscamcl. While
Mmmmmw,mujﬂmﬂofm

vere mudo and both vesvels collided at 0730, 11 Deoumber 1952,

:anonits.cum"'lﬂo, 0.8 niles from Lime Point Lighthouse. The
FERBSTHEAM sank with no loss of life and the wummmntrmd

bov daumge.
3. mmmunro]mmnmmg-ocrm:

"l. On 11 Deowxber 1952, adouk 0730 P.S.T., the 85 HAHAIIAN

RANCEER and the Sorwveglan motor vescel FERRSTREAM collided during

foggy weathey on San Francisco Bay, Califormia, in a ition

abont 1210 7., 0.8 niles from Lize Polst Lighthouss (U.3.C. & G.S..

Chayt No. 5535). Tmmu&ﬂthmluaoflﬂ‘o
The mmnmmmww

*2. The vesssls involved ware:

&» HAWALIAN mmm-miom Bo. 246204, a Ca3%
otsan freight wessel hullt of stesl ia 1944 st San Fraseisco

is of 8,353 groms tome, 468.5 feet registered

|

It
length and powsred with a stosm turbine cagine of 8,900 horse- -
power driving & siagle screw through geared reduction, The waseel -
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Chief, MVI Division to
Comrandant

picture to ths mmater; and, upon the master's request, went to
t&ndmﬂrmtodotemﬁna-afn.omtom. Before
thencqadmuupmdtboomtomm, the master

oﬁoxedthovosultommmo,wnlmmu,tb

vesvel wae on this course. E ’

*11. The FERNSTR AM departed from the north side of pler 22 as

about 0592 on 11 December 1952, bound for Manila, P.I. It .

carried ;2 erew, 11 persons in rddition to the erev and was full
losded with 6,378 tons of ocergo, consisting of 2,000 tons of soy
beans in bulk, the belance general sergo and mafl. s is draft om
depertire was 23'09" forward and 28%00" aft.(25'101* nean). The
FLRESTAZAM wvas loaded down to ome inch abowe 1ts allowsble loaed

%12, Sam Frunciseo Bar Pilot, W. J, Qlson, acting under cuthority
of ids Cnlifornia State llcense, vas on the bridge piloting. iith
hia on the btridge were. the wester, thind officer and helneman,
Te echief mute and cerponter wore on the foe 'sle head stanling by

~ “he anchors ani acting as lookout. Visibility was about 1.5 miles .
vhen the FERMITREAN left the doek and iu decremsed as the vegsel
prooeeded outbound., The vessel's Sperry roder, set on the twow
nile scole, wes on aml operating satisfactorily. The redar had a
plan-position=indieator (PrI) type scope smi was Jocated in the ;
wmm. V . v E o

+ "13, The vessel's main sngine hed hoen running at the ock amd
wes warmed u: when the FERNST DAM depurted. As close ag cun be
deternined Ly the tostimony, the FLRMSTITAMYS maneuvering speeds . .
were about 14 knots at full speed ahead, 10 knots at half speed N
ahead amd 6 knots at slow spsed aheed. - g

"1l4, After the TERICTE: M loft the doelt, Pilot Olsen houded 1t
in a general northerly direction, Because of othey vecacls on
the bay, Olsen mansuvered om verious speeds and begiings, The
FE2NSTR- AM passed Blossom Roel Buoy close b, on its port side ami
after round the bmoy, heeded in a pgenersl direction toward
Fler 45. Both Aleatras Island and Pler 45 wire visidhle, It was
when these points werc absan or slightly abaft the tesm that the
FERIGTRUAM overt.ok the GECRGE LUCKERBACH ebout 200 to 300 yaxds
off the TERNSTREAM'S starboard side. The FIRISTRIAS engine wag
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¥15, According to the tastimony of the nilet an! chief matc, the
Ft RISTREAM passed through the degmussing buoys about 100 yards
south of Buoy "i" (the northerrmost buoy). Tho master vas juarding
the radar ecope ani testifiod the FERNSTRFAM *"passed the degeussimg
bucys cn the south side®. The mester l:ier chamged his tectimony
h,umeﬂthﬁtoftbpﬂotaﬂthhmmlﬁpwwwm
chisf mete. J ! _

"16, Before eontiming with the “ERNST:GAN'S neneuvers, from.
thia point to the joint of collisien, it stould be atated that
records maintained on the FIRMSTRIAM in regard to tisms of engime
HADSUVITS, couroes stesred, and other information fywm which a
definite [ix of this wessel could: de asvortained, vere loast anmd
not available to the Board. The 1ou,h and emooth bridge logs ,
vere written up in the morning and afternoon after the collisica,
respsctively, {rom recollected timos -nd maneuvers. Noither this
information nor testimony of FERNSTREAM witnosses established
satisfactorily to tho Board the time the FERNSTREANM passed the
degaussing moys or the position of the FERNITREAM ip relation to
the degaussing buoys. :

*17. It wes testified that the TWREUTRCAM passed the degaussing
buoys with its engine sn half spesd slwed and on course 275% gyvo,
The master wes still guarding the radar. The vesssl had besn ard
vas still sounding fog signals. The viwsl hed been relieved
earlier at about 0715 vith the helm herd left and tho relisved
helmsman was to join the chief mate amd carsemtor on the foefsle
head as lockout after he callsd the wetch,

g, Shortly zfter possing the do,gau;sahxg range, the master reported
to the ilot that he picked up a target (MAYAI AN RANCHTR) fust
coing tirough the bridge beering slightly on the port bow apd

1.7 miles off. This observation checked reasomably close with the

observetion the second mate of the HAWATIIAN ° ANCIFR made of the
vean distanoe and bearing of the FERNSTLTUAM and GECRGT LUCEKENBACK
when the HAWATIAN RANGIER was about under ths bridge (persgraph
10 of facts). A lairly mcourste posiiton of the ILRNSTREAM was
doterminad to bwar about 095°T., 1.7 miles from the HAWAIXAR
RAWCEER’S -osition unier (or slightly inside) the bridge. The
time was determined to bs 0723 wr 0723.5 '

"19. The speed of Lhe‘HAMATIAN TA'CIER at helf ahead on i0 rims.,
allowing one mot cwrrent and 5% positive slip, was determimed to

" be about 9.0 knots,
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the pllot agaim observed the redar plotare, The helmsman, vho
had been relicwsd at the wheal, resartod on the foo'sle bead as
lookout shortly after the vesesel passed tis deganssing buoye.

26, The next order given by the pilot wes to stop engine.

The magtor cbserved the HAWAITAN 'ANCHER on the redar scope a
1itils ovor half a mile, bearing about 10° op the port bow, The
Pdlod, lookout, apd carpemter, prior to sssdng the .LAWAIIAN RANCIER,
feard 1ts fog signal, Nestter tbe master, ohief zate, nar tho
third mute, heard the fog signal. Shortly after hearing the fog
vhistlo of the (itA 148 RAHCIER, it was sighted and reported by
telephcme to the bridge by the chief mate, When the pilet first
ouv the HAZAITAN HARCIER, he opdered caurss shanged to 290%yve.
The pllot thought the vessels would pame clear. Aftor ths
HAJAZIAN RARCIER was clsarly visibls torough the fog, and vas
obasrved heading on a colllisisn course, the pilot crdered full
astern and sounded three short blasts. Just seconds befare the
collision, the pilot ordered the wheel “hardes~pat? anmd the
engine full ahead., He stopped the engino btefore the order could
be mxeouted to protect the ongine rsom orev.

- "27. The vessels eollided at an angle of about 20°, The port
r bow and stem of the HAJAIIAN RANCHER first came in contsct with
’ the port sids of the FERNSTRUAM just abaft the bridge, dezeging
tie lireboat end superstructure. It ponetroted the hull t the
after part of the engime roum, dsmaging the vatertizht bulkhesd
to Ro. 4 bold. Tho bow of the HAWATIAN RARCIER withirev fyom the
hole in the FIR'STRIAM within a few seconds, The F-RMSTRFAM hed
ons or two knote headwsy when the collision oecurred. :

"28, A1l witnesses teatified in averuge agreement that viaibility
was & half mile wvhon the wsst_als firet sighted cae: other,

829, The position of the collicion as deternimed by the Board
was sbout 1219T7,, 0.8 miles from Lime Foint Light Mouse,

"30. after the collision, the FFRNSTIIAMIS engime roum crew hed

‘no time to close ths watertizht door to the shaft alley. Its

pover failed jmmediately and the HAWA: TAR RANCIER radiced a mescaage
vwhich was intercaptsd by the Comst Gusxd Fort Point Lifeboat Station.
The HANAIIAR RANCHER immedietely lowercd a lifeboat to assist and
stood close by, The master of the HAWAITAE RANCHER offered to cope
absad into the hole. He heard no roply cther than to stend by close

7




»
-~

-

8 May 1953

~  Chief, MVI Division to . © (FERNSTIEAN =
Comondant | ‘ HAWAIIAN RANCHER-C-12 Bd)

to the FFRRSTREAM. 7he FERNSTRIAM'S manter said “yes® to thes ofier

of the HAUATIRN RANCHER'S paster to give a tow line tut the orew )
hed all abandased the FIRNSTREAM Wt this tims., The srev amd /
passengera abandoned tho FERTSTREAM in three 1ifeboats less tham /
fiftesn mimtes uftor the collision. The FERRSTIHAM slowly listed

to port and sank by the stern. Ab 0807 it went under and pov rests

on 4ts side in 152 foct of water. :

*3l. Coast Guard vessels asuisted st the scens—landing survivors,
patroling to wrn shipping, picking up 1losting eargo, souniing
ovar the wreck and establishing & buoy mavking the ureck, The
veonels were 0038369, CG-36473, CO-83411, COC CAUMET, OGO 3 MLLW.
Pacesngers and erev vers taken to the U, S, Publio Fealth Serviee
Hospital wvhere they wers exanmimed end releaied, (ne pessengor and
one erev menber were sligntly cut. The losa of the FERNSTHEAN amd
cargo was estimated to amount to #3,500,000. _ :

%32. The second mnte of the HAWAITAN RARGIER -lottod some radar

fixss when thet veusol was standing by, After .he FERNSTHFAM

sank, the HANAITAN RaNCH'R proceeled to Bethlshes Shipyard, It ’

bod token water in the forepsak and damcge was eiiimnted to smount -
~ to $40,000. .

'*33. During the afternoon of the day of cssualty, the HAWAIRN _ /
RANCHER, in the same load cordition, depurted Beithle.em for /
Crockett, Californis, to diacharge cargo prior to dry'scking for
repairs. It was in comand of & relief aester, altioush its regulsr /
master as well an its owner’s attorneys, were on toaxd, Cn the way
%o Grockett the wossel wae subjested to a teat sirulating elosely
the maseuvers it made to svoid eollisioa esrlisr im thy day, The
result of this maneuvering test helped Lo coni'irm the lcerd's
oconclusions and the Bosrd 's doterudnut.ca of the pouit.on of the
oollision {(Par. 21 of Facta.).® - -

e The Board mede the following Conclusions:

"34. This is another sejor marine .asuzlty, in whiex two ves.els,
eash provided with radar in good opirating condition and woriclig
at the time, eollided. The primsry cauvee of .the collision was
exseusive spsed, oa the part of tho ITRESTREAM, at a time when the
elrvcz:stances and eonditlons regulied & moderate speed, In this
regurd, the FERAST FAM'S mester api pllot are considered neg.igsnt
and in violation of Article 16 of the Inland Rulss of the Koad,
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"35. The %o vesaols were soparated by 1.7 miles &t 07235 and
by 0.7 or 0.8 miles at ubout 0725.5. This ¢ives & speod of
approno:n  of from 21.6 to 24 knota, 1f the vescels vere

FERESTREAM'S engine wes only mansuvered slov ahaud, st.p and full
utmdurhgt&npcriadoftm,nuhwm.

*36. Further evidenece of headvay om the FERISTRFAM, at the time

of ocollision, 18 that its momentun svung the bow of the HAHATIAN
RAXGIER to the loft oven after the RAWAIIAR RANCIER had eome slow
ahesd om hard right rudder; and, after the ealllsion, the FERNSTREAM
continued %o mak was in a westerly direction,

*37. The Board agreed that the HAYAIIM RANCIER wags desd in the
vater and may have had sternvay at the timp of collision. The
Board was further satisifed that it bad lost all hosdwa; within
its allotted share of one-hslf af the visibility. In de

this, the Board comsidered the trial rum dats of a sister ship,
In the trial test, the vessel hed @ mean draft of 19%3%; amd,
from full ahead at 25 rpnus, (ebout 17 knots), it was otopped in
mmmuzmmmﬂaonoounmhawmwéoo
sands. It took 21 secomds to stop the siaft before it atarted to
turn estern, Although the BAWATIAN ANCIER was about 8 feat
deeper in the water, it vas going only 9 knots when ito engine ws
stoppd for ome miruts (and 1ts shaft had stopped turning) emd
bafore the engine was ploced emorgeney full astern, :

38, Gontrlb.xungtothaoolnsionusmrmmofbothm
totahadnntagoofthefnuinfwmuonavanabh%tMm
roder. !bmmmteetthmalmmmhm”awu
Mu@emtw;m,thmmofﬂnmﬂmmmm'
sxperience vith redar. Im the case of the AUSTRALIA STAR-HINDOO,

-y
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147 a0 1630, the U, S, Distriet Court for the Southern District
of ¥ow York said, in part: "Since ths heeding of s ship oan be
mmmaumm-mdhmatmummuuu
tins, redar operator can with greei acocuraey plot the heading
after taking & mwber of redur roadings. ...By msans
ber radar the AUSTRALIA STAR could obeervs the I0DCO and :
umwwmmspcgvnnmqwmmmuw
HINDOO had shown her movigation lighte, ia..” Beosuse both vessels .
mldhndmtmhtfdmtodom,tbumuuehwm,‘
ut;.nmtupnaormmwu,mmtmuwww
du . ' ‘

"39. The FERNSTRIAM'S maneuvers of changing ocwwe to the right

109 whan the HAJAIIAN RANCHER was 2irst sighted, and her fsilure

%o go astera until after the outline of the HAWAIIAN RANCHER had

tirough the fog, made it epparent thet the FERNST:rM'S _

ot, and poscibly her mester, did not belisve darger of oollision
prior to this tims, The collision might not have beer -

avoided if the Pilot of the FERNSTITAM hed ismedistely put ite

engine astern, vheon the HAWAITAN RABCHER was first sighted; but,

damage would have boen less and the FERNSTREAM might not have

been a total loss. ‘

*40, In determining ths position of the eollision, the Board
allowed 250 yards head reach from 0726, when the HAWAITAN RANCHERs
engine wug stopped, until 0727, when the engine was put full astern.
mmrzwm-mdmnmmmmmmmaw
vas placsd full astern until the collision. This position cerrespondod
vory closely to the position determined by the master of the
AAWATIAN HARCHER., The 0738 redar £ix of the secoud mate of the
HALALIAR [:FCHER was considered ascurate; and, it cheeked with the
scuaiing he read from the fathometer. orking baek from this

radar fix, smploying the course resorder, bell books, piteh of the
vheel and a slight current, will further confirm the accuraey of
the position of the collision,

i

*4l. The Board cannot understand why the position of colliaion

a? deternimd by the FERHSTREAM'S pilot wae so in confliot with
established fasts. The Board wus wnfavorably impressed with the
rapidity, laek of hesitation amd positive manver, in vhich be
estatilished positions. He showed the FERNSTREAM cn courss 290°T.
for one-half mile prior to tle collision, when the fasts skEow that
this course chunge was mot ordered until after the HAWAIIAN RAMCHER
vag sighted., Other facts, which discredii tha FERHNSTRUAM'S alleged

Pat | | 10
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FIRISTRCAM did fail, however, to comply with Recommendation 19
d_me&fow&nfaemdm,,hmuwumd'
ships equipped with radar, . : -

, ] ‘ he radsr was capable of
giving him, A hearing will be held at the serlicst opportunity,
Ul. A Coast Ousrd Investigating of fioer eannot, &t this time,
ingtitute action sgainst the Federel license of the
pilot of the PEHNSTREAM since he was serving under suthority of

a Siate licence." - ‘

s, The Board nade the following Recommandationss

"b8, It is recomended that the pilet of the PiRNSTRTAM bo cited.
for viclatdon of 33 USC 192 (art, 16) for excessive spoed, and &
suitable peralty assessed, as therein, A repart of this
Violation will be sutmittod to the Comrander, Twelfth Coast Guard
Distriet, in proper form, - -

"u9, It is recommended that this ease be roferred to the American
Pilots' Assoeiation for appropriaste action, An extrs copy of the
investigation is forvarded for this purpose, ‘

"50, There being no further aotion possible by the Seard, it is
recammended that this case be closed.,” = o '

R:MARKS

6. The recamnendation of the Board, h 48, that the pilot of
the FURANSTRIAM be eited for violatica of 33 USC 192 (srt, 16) for expessive
Speed, will be lield In sbeyance until the Coast Cuerd is informed of the

Tasults of the action recomiended in paregraph l9.

7. The references throughout the Beard*s report indisating the evidénce
in the record on which the findings of fact and conclusions are based have
bean omitted ag umnecessary for this report,
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