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© FIRST FﬁDOBBE}ENT OH WI maﬂdum of 8 Dacsmh&r 1953

Froms: chiaf, Office of Marchant Marina Bafety

o Commandant

, '3'&:3_33: Maripe Board of Imntigation, wotor ferry Jﬁ.}ﬂa?&éu, car overboard

with losas of lifa s 014 Point Gom.i‘ort, 13 Sop'c-ei,.aar *953

: Fowéxﬁad_, recommending approvai.

H. €. SIEMEBARD

. APPROVED:

‘ 29 LEC 1953

- I/a/ mm o'mm.

'MFRLIR O'NEILL
ice Admiral, U. S. Omt Guard
. Commandant
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HARPE BQARB OF' I!NES‘P]I}MI{H
- {;onwmd at thn : _
433 Hest !ark St., Horfulk, Virgiuia : R

: ‘Eo 1nqu3.re .‘-.nt.o and inmti.gate 'bha losa mrboard oz a ear with
- loss of life from the motor ferry JM@EM’N ot éld Point Ooml‘ort, -
Yirginia on 13 September 1953. :
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mrm m:lmwro ;lanbomt&an, t.lm homiﬁm u fonm;
o ~roomes o mgr, __)
Onthnn!.ghtu ns.pzmlm.cuwutmmp.m.,mm

--m-xy JAMESTONR was 1ying st 014 Point Comfort, Va. ferry slip loading - =

-, vehivles, she moved away from- the ramp causing a.veldole with two -~ -~ -

. stofuni.ntothamhrh-mtmnapmmml reanlting e
-\1nnl=oss ortuo livas. L C

A

The vossel Lnvolyed was the motor rm; *JAMESTOMN" O.N, 226088,

405 srou tons, owner, Commonwealth of Virginia State Highway Oﬂhnlon, |
~ Richmond, VYa. last 1ﬂpoctodwtbceutﬂnlrdon31 Octobar 1952, at
 Rorfolk, Va., hell steel, built in 19265 required crew, 1 master and. ﬁrlt-

chaspilot(,lpilot,‘."dukhnndl, lchlormmm.loﬂwandu\

- addition nay carry two othwr persons in the stevard's departeent. Certified
. - for route; Rivers between 014 Point Comfort, Va. and Willoughby 8pit, Va., - = =
~ and between Pine Beach and Boet Harbor, Va.. Tho veseal's oag!.nel are dunl o
e ohﬁrio with pilot- house oontnl. o L _ o

Uy

2."'1"hepeuonawholutthurli mw,m.m

 FHobinson and his wife Mrs.- n-um..z Rob:tnlon ofmhmar
T '__lmm, Norfolk, Virginia. . : L

3. fh.mmatmupo:th 'iy' clear vith moderate

_'utmhmumrmmnmm mmmnooa._{
_ _?homthnorwinddirocﬁ.onmudcpmdmdammm“uﬂ
_ hﬂ.ghtofunter att.hosoano ortho ml :

4.-rmm1mmatmmmcmt,v;.mcm

without Laeident snd vas lying in the slip on s vortheasterly hnding

- “Eleven vehiclss were dais and four vehicles loaded when t.ls rsrr;

© sloking.

" wasg geen to be moving avay tho ramp at about 10:20 p.n. '

Ml

5. 4 black 1950ma:mmmum. Rohinlonwithllrs. Robcl.nuon S

aaapusengewmmtuiwtbummamﬂmehonmmmm

- . the rear whesls on the shoe of the remp. ' As the ferry contlmued moving - .. - 7
"out the rear wheels of the vshiole fell from the shos and the oar halnm_d AR

mntarilyonthobowottho rerrybefnreaupphghtntbuterm

B Semﬂhourlhterthowhioleandbodhlmrhimmth e
domsodrmwdtorumralhmwhnn&'. Piul J. Parker, Coroner, Hampton, - -
Virginia pronocunced l_fir.a.ndl«!rs umndernobinsonduﬂbydmning on -

E MSop‘hanbor 1953.




for the return trip and making an eptry in the logbook he heard somsone -

. wessel, hemthsfenywmingawmthnmﬂthnt::r-

) B . R , - i S Lde LT

'7. mMmmlemthhfrm;tmtmﬁth

" casualty were'ss follows: Mr. Praneis M. Collier, Iicense No. uam;' S
mmster; ¥r. Marvin Hogge, lisenss Ho. 145288, Mate; Walter Jobnson -
__mﬁ Gearge les, uncertificated, deck hands; G, Case, wnosrtifionted,

T3 1. Hnn:ut.on, License Yo. MSBLB. d:ur on;!;nc; B. ﬁuh,

8. Toe m‘t,er, | mma 'cdmn, on u-ugmg the Terry itto vl 'm'p

’ﬁndmlththoongim on slow ahead observed the lowering of the ramp 3y
 ‘the mate, which, ths master testifisd, ommwmumm
%0 him. He then observed the dropping of the ohains and ‘commencement

of discliarge operations at wvhich time he plac¢ nml'a en;h.n aontrol

on stop and went to the aftshm pilothouse,

9. Vhile in the offsbore pilothouse burriing on : the rmmuz lights
proceeded to the inshore pilothouse where, on looking to |
the ferry and pertly on the shoe of the rexp.

ocuar-would be arushed between the forry and the remp the muster testified

. that he placed the.engines in reverse as the car slippsd off the how into
the mter, with the rear end of the cu' hi.tung_thn_mr.-ﬁrat._.-_

‘shouting, "Hold it, hold it." On hearing this shouting the amster tmediately

ahead but before ths ferry gained headway the. car dropped from the shoe and =~ -
- remainsd balanced momentarily on the bow of the ferry. Fearing that the -

10. The engines of the ferry “JAMESTONE" can be controlled from efther .

. pilothouse depending upon the position of a selector switch Joceted in the
~,‘pﬂothouuat&ha01d?ointﬂoutortendorthurm; The t.hmvotthr

mtoriatotheefrectthututdlumspriorto, during and following -

. the msunltythe sehctor Mtahm 1n ‘the 014 Point Ounfart eonﬁrol L

“ _posi'td.on. L
A !‘hoferryumnymdcm’d omwingnnnonthulet’t
. 8ide of t.ho forry Wnnmoruhmk the end of a five inoh manila ~ .-
mooring line I ea:hnm 8). .hook.i.s placed into & steel ring made . -
fast to the pilings the 8lip by means of a wirs btridle. !honnihlm

* lseds from the hook 1ng about 8ix fnt aft then through a chock where.

_obetructed 'by a pa unger ptairvay.

.

12, Lppoﬂmwun&nwmrhmmlw,!huhﬁinﬂow

notifled Captain Collier of his dissatisfaction with the mooring armmnt |
aw existed and then in use,  This dissatisfaction was based on the faet =

thatthebridloandringmdsfuttothepﬂmgsmetoolovming

. .

- periods of h.igh tide. : | . _ _ _ ro




el 13. Tt van Mate. Mm-m aaggw dm 4o Bee. that the' Percy ins

.- . e o -_7:'\_'._'__ S ' - . ST . Ve e e R
._‘. o . L 'L AT ' T T -_:_, -_.- __‘_r:. . o _:_-,- SV . 7
L v,
:

pi'opul.y socured and that it rm!nad prnpoﬂy umd duﬂng maing
'_end unluaéing opam&iom. o )

14.  The mate; Mri Yarvin Phgge, took his nmlatntd.on on the Bow

3 _.of the ferry es it oame iato the Blip. As the ferry She piitngs - !

- the gatemon stationsd at the 0ld Polnt Comfort: Porry Tcminll 1pwerad

" the Tamp enough to allow r. Hogge to step up to the ramp. The mate then
© went to.the ramp’ control located on the left side of the remp: (facing .-
'+ into the slip) pear the shoe. Froi this position st the ramp sontrol

) -'__H;:..hﬂogga testiried that be sav the hook in the nooring ring and the 11m
‘tighten. o

. 15, The mto then prooeadcd to d:l.aehnrp ahnn voh&oha. .

. oompletisg dipcharge he stationed himself about 15 fest up. the mnp on
- the right side facing intc the slip. In this position he signalled-

for vehicles to losd, took their tickets and directed them to pcrtienhr _' |

- _ lanes on ths ferry.  Frem this position he uns mble to e f.h- ming
" hna on the left aids orthsferry. - CoL ,

R 16 - Four nhioluwero lmdadmnthmhhm avare thntt.ho
ferry vas gradually moving away from thé rasp.’ The fifth vehicle was:

~ lying partly on the shos of the ramp and partly on the bow of the rerry'

Hié only action was to- atop trnﬂio antl ordor t.ho vohi.nln on the -
__ rntp to back off' _

3 7. Halter Johnson vag the dack hnnd whose naml dut.y in moering
the vessel wus to place the hook into the ring. He testiffed that on

© beriting the vessel prior.to the casualty he placed the hock into the

- ving and 'saw the line tighten, s also testifled ihat he sau Ise move'
rromthacloatonthaMaidtorthemultohispuaitionntt!w
guard nhains on the right hido. D o

; 18, Gmn-mmmmmmwm@wznmmtm
vessel was 1o securs the mooring line to the oleat. He testified thet

. ‘on berthing the vessel prior to the casuslty he did not secure the
‘mooring liné to the clsat. He further testified that the otber deck: -

.. hand, Walter Johnson, did pot place the hook into the ring. Ho baatif:led
that the reason for this sotion wms the instructions he received from .

‘the senior deck hand, Walter Johnson, that the vessel is not tied up when - S |

the sscond ferry on the run eecures. nnd tho u:mm is m only ro:rry
- in oporation. A S0 . :



i~ um/aftar end of bthe ferry uh.uhm thm- muoa on ieaam om

- “ Hah and Deck Hend Johnson that -

tho n:hbing bud, mare or :Ipu

" 19, Dok headis .Les” and’ Johinson on dmwmmo:mmm t:a

-y p;ungrtog-mrnﬁmttow_' teol ring. -
'-_'_tivo Test .m the Mcm__rlng. B

‘00 berm muduul.r pﬂor:o the oasualty 1% ux wtm

the steel ring. When the mooring line is palled tight in such s sftuation” .
the hook and ring would lay from mmmmu one :oopm T e

23- Wben” the "ml gane sy from the r-p ﬂa lmk m m £n

% Thorupandshocmmmthnnupmhplthmofﬂn
fmybyu.r“t,. o _

.25, -mrmyofﬁmhmhmmmntummnth
tie of the casuslty with three loops of wire. ‘placed at various helghts..

. T ‘ohange was effected before the board bad-an. Wt’ to exumine -

"'._‘_:mulmaudeqmte. o _ .

the o].d arra.ncomnt.

L 28 ‘An. i.napee’bion of al} ming Qqnipmnt mi.hhﬂ.e, photomphs
of prior mooring arrargements and testimony of witnesses reveal no e
- of mtu‘:;i (cithnr pm:lul or mi&n) uu 1uw1nd or mntrimq ta ARy

27. mwtmarrmmntorthm,mmmofm




" uwp peior to the casnalty pll tlli mm wm' mm that 1t vea mot-
L '\‘md up prior to the’ ‘oasualty. . . o

" included among other pm, - | B &

.tam fs 14 ﬁt:nfltnt p
3 that the Corry ‘vas bid

29. uomtmwmnmmwmtmmm

-' or axw reprepontative or ‘suployes of any olber gomnt. qtnq qauaod
Cor ountribuhd to the' cause. of the casualty. o

30. Certain safut.y 1n-tmothna were umd lp‘ thu

_'t-p ferry persopnel subsequent %o the casualty. - Soms of these mmm
"I_wmmmndmmmmwmomnwmnmihmnofi R
: ﬁwious safety instructions in booklet form and distribdutsd to a}l

nsed operating personnel (ase mhtt 12). 'mno u.roty mtruationa

ﬂ(a)i’h:);lltmhanhﬂlb‘umdﬂthtwmmnm
at
(b} That the engines -muummawiﬁ;sughtmm
: " motion dyring all times of loading and unloading. P
(a)mmmmmmmmmmumx AR
ﬂmihinthimhoﬂpﬂothmoaudthewmtb

R m

- {d) Thatthn womoringnmmmumdwmummu

: auchummtﬂndo&omsortbhmmamm

(e) During loading and unioading prooodur- constant watoh wul
' bekopthyhatho&ptdnmdmwtamﬂthum
.‘linu remain secure. . N _ O




v . comtribated to the cesualty, This opinion of mglignoo

. C ."-_"._""' ; ""._: . . . .. . .
f . E . " i

.

1._ That the hridie and ring made fast o the' pmng- priof to the L
mlw were mara and mwuitabl’.e to use dur:l.ng uandl.t!ann of h:.ghﬁdo. SR

_ 2. '.that. an ant ot mgligcnoe on th- pa.r'l‘. Clph:l.n t,tk
Qn

. fact that Captain Collier, having been apprised ty Mate Hogge appzoxmmi

10 dags before the casualty that the mooring arrengement then being used -

. was, unsstisfactory and unsuitable in that it was too low during periods

of hﬂ.gh tide for safe operation, did wrongfully and nnglignnt],v fuil to

take the following steps of @ prudent seamen to anticipate ‘and mininize

~.or oliminate the danger of a caaualty should the fears. of Mate. Boggn
-prove jmtified: o

-(a)?ailtonquimthntaumndumbomdonthoambm-'
- side shogldthtroportodumlt.blo mngount onua-port- o
‘T side fail, - T
©(b) hutobopthnongimainslowahndudtmwheping
. the vessal into the berth as was cusbomery should the : '
' reported unutufaetory th on the port:side fai].
 {e) Pail to station the mate in a more sdvantagesous position -
o onormthoﬁnrryhowm amﬂ_t—:of@h_omul .
: ‘could have been observed in time to avert the casmalty, .
{4) Pail to kesp & vatch on the ferry in her berth prior to .
: nndutthnti.mofﬂummlﬁy
" of the existing mooring mmnt'wi'at_-_iu_um . o i
' durlngmiodlotughm. T T

- In v.‘.cw o.f.‘ tho foregoing, actiom will be tnatituted agnnlt tln nmo -
of Captain Gol.l:lor unéer nutbority of R. 3. 4450, a8 amsnded (l.ﬁ U.8.C. 239)

3, matmaetorngonuonthopartorhumm

- . enntributod to the casualty. This opinion of negligence is btased on thn

‘fact that baving become sware that the L vas unsatis- .'
ﬁm@bm&hﬁ&mtﬁat&thmmmtmm SRR

g -ntghtmouthedidmghctmdfaﬂtntahtbmuquwpumﬁom j.-
'--temthatthatmyrmimmaufnmdmmdmﬂiondurm

" the loading of passengers and vebicles, therehy contrituting to the death

. .'mt the ferry was tied up prior to the casualty dus to the confliciing

. of two passengers. In view.of the foregoing, action under R.S. 4450, as
- smended (46 .8 .0.239) has been instituted: lgninlt the hmot lht.e o

on mmmwmmumummuwmmrw -
testimony mentioned in mmhor 28 of finding of fwcts, it is the opinion of

themrdthatthofcrrymmtthdnponmhﬂngthnauppﬂortothﬂ :
'amlty . _ _ _ | e



R ¥ -am‘wm mw’mmmm 1100 B 3 paragrap JACHENE I
m:m of facts be ral.}mq [ au m B RN A

thltthiamb.ﬂoud._

nnz.udinc omtiou thl nm h ‘“ﬂnmd .

thn._t_ they oan cbeerve st all times the condition of .
mooring line, the 'n-p amd‘ position of the. bow of the ferpy in '

gr:bm o otlm' ausm tlnt um_.

5. In v.tw of aation " bo hhn u outnnnd u w 2 and 3
of tha opinions, it is recomms

oovmended thut 0o mrthlr mfdnn be tuhn and SIS A,

/'/ E- 5 ﬂoarh
Ruk.m

-' &ptd.n, u' 8. d"“*' Guu'd. .@w - _. .'

w :.omun,:n.,_

/-/ z. s. Di,qhy
5. B DIOKEY
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