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Froms Chief, Merchent Vessel Imspsotion Division : _
Tos Commandant : ’ o
Via: Chief, Office of Merchant Marine Safety L
Subj: larine Board of Investigations Motor towboat JANE SMITH, oollision LT
: with bridge and foundering on 19 May, 1950, with loss of 1ifs, S R

:: 1. Pursuent to the provisions of Title 46 C.F.R. Part 136, the record of

L. the Murine Board oconvensd to investigate subjeot casualty, together with its

e Findings of Faot, Opinions, Conclusions, and Recommendations, has been rem
viewsd and is forwarded herewith,

26 The motor propelled towboat JANE SIMITH, built in 1948 of typioal Vieste
ern flver deaign, 100% in length, 22* breadth and height above water lime =
about 23%, on 19 May, 1950, was engaged in pushing two light tank barges
downbound in the Atchafalaya River. Upon approaching the railway bridge )
at Melville, la., her sigmals for passage through the bridge were not immodis -
_ "“stely answored which necessitated meneuvering in the river to keep in lime
N with the axis of the draw spane When the smn was raised the JANE SIIITH
although not lined up with the axis of the draw span and with insufficient
-8tecrage way undertock to pass through the bridge. The strpng current o
. forced the JANE SMITH and her tow into a diagonal position betwsen the plers
in tho open span. The %wo barges broke loose and free. The current forced
the JANE SMITH against the abutting closed span of the hridge with the upper
part of the JAUE SHITH boing held by the olosed span of the bridge and the
- “hull being subjected to the strong ourrent which severely liasted the vesssl
~ and caused her to beoome flooded and founder in 93 feet of water. The -
weoather oonditions at the time of this casuslty wers in all respects excellents -

S As a result of this casualty, the following five nersons lost their lifqt-"_‘;,

Viilliem K. Vieldon, Captain . o
Russell R. Randelph, Pilot  ~ ' o 1
Timothy Cushing, Crew Hember ’ . R
Harold Lynch, Crew llember : : :

Floyd L. Ashley, Crew lismber

4s The Board made the following Findings of Faots | | i

(1) On Nay 19, 1950 at approximately 2130 the ¥/V JANE SMITH, pushing
two ligh%t tank berges, NBC=891 and NBC=892, bound downstream in the
Atchafaleys River, collided with the Texas and Pacifio Railway .
Bridge et Melville, Loulslana, in the vieinity of Milepost 30, As
. a oonsequonce the JANE SMITH senk in 93 feet of water. Of her orew
Eae of eloven (11) two (2) members met death by dromning, three (3) are
: missing and presumed to bs dead. Damage to the two barges consisted
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of gsome indents and & moderate fracture in the deok plating of eachj
the monetary estimate of this totals $1,700.00. The JANE SMITH had
a ecurrent market value of between $150,000 and $200,000 and, for the
time being at least, is to be presumed a total loss. Damage to the
tridge wes confined to & bent lateral steel member and to several
chipped places in a conorete abutment; none of this was considersd
serious enough to warrant the interruption of train traffic. Sale
vaging of the JANE SKITH is under disoussion and will probably be
undeyrtaken when the river stage recedes o normal.

(2) The following compriged the orew of the M/V JANE SLITH at the time.
of the accidont and were employses of the 0il Transport Company, Inc.
of 338 Baronne Street, New Orleans, Loulsiena, 7 .

Williem R. Weoldon, 38, 9540 Flora St., St. Louis, Mo., laster
Russell R. Randolph, 58, Box 927, Paduocsh,. Kentuoky, Pilot
Billy Moore, 23, 309 South "C" St., Ponsacola, Fla., Deok Mate
Lennis L. Verret, 33, 2729 Frankfort St., New Orleans, La., Extra Pilot _
Hervey A. Odam, 54, 3717 N, Dorgenois St., New Orlesms, La., Deckhand
Timothy Cushing, 41, 736 Monros Streest, Gretma, la., Deokhand
Charles Wo Kooh, 31 Box 26wV, Sta. A, New Orleans, La., Chief Engineer
Robto Ko Jomes, 22, 608 N, l4th Sg., E, St. Louis, Ill., Ass't Engineer
Vinos J. Matherns, 22, lLarose, la., Oiler ,
: Floyd L. Ashley, 46, 7804 St.,Charles Ave., New Orleans, La. s Oiler
m Herold Lynch, 47, 1111 Eutorpe St., New Orleans, La., Cook

(3) The survivors include Lennis Verret, who suffeied an abrasion of the
scelp and exposure in a swamp, Billy Mocre, Harvey A. Odom, Charlea W,
Kooch, Rorert K. Jones, and Vince J. Matherne, none of whom reported
injuriess Williem H. Vieldon and Harold Lynch drownsd and their bodies |
have bssn recovered. Russel R, Randolph, Timothy Cushing, and Floyd

Le Ashley are still missing after a prolonged search of ‘the area
surrounding the scene of the accident. They are to be presumed loat,

(4) The N/V JANE SMIT was & pusher type towboat typioal of this part
of the country, with low fresboard, two deokhouses surmounted by
a pilothouse; her bow wns oquipped with towing "inees”, vertical
gteol members designed tofit against the stern of the tow thus
providing a firm connection, Her general dimensions weres
Longkh 100 feat, breadth 22 feet, depth of hull 8 feet 3 inches,
‘height above waterline about 25 feet. Sho was single sorew, pro=
polled by a Gemoral Motors Diesel motor of 1236 rated horsepower,
The engine was remotely controlled from the pilothouse, The vesse}
was a little over two years old., Charles C., Smith Company of Houston,
Texas are the owersj the Oil Transport Co., Ino,, ohartered and
operated the vessel. The tow oonsisted of two tank barges, each 240
foot long by 50 .feet wide, constructed of steel, Thege oraft are
especially designed for what is lmown as & "streamlined unit.,” One
end of the barge is square while the other - the bow = has a spoon
) shape, the cuteawey extendins back some 90 feetr ¥hen the two
w Vessels are placed with squared ends together, tandem fashion and
secured, they are as one huge barge with modeled ends making for
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botter handling, The towboat is then made fast to one of the "bows®
by faoing it up to the towing knses; a oomplete and integrated self=
propelled unit that can be mansuvered around sherp bends with ocom-
parative ease is thus obtained. The two barges, NBC-861 and RBC=892,
belonged to Charles C. Bmith Company, 906 M & M BlAg., Houston 2,

. Texas, and were operated by Oil Tramsport Company, Inc.

EVENTS ON DHE ¥/V JANE SMITH )
(6) The M/7 JANE SITTE tow was made up in the manner described above
upon leaving Simmesport, Louisiana at or about 1830 of 19 May 1960,
the last departure prior to the casvalty. On the svening of 19 May
the tow had proceeded down the Atchafalaya without serious diffioulty; -
at about 2100 the Melville, La. railroad bridge was approasched to a
point approximately ons mile upstream from the only draw in this spane
The Master, William R. Weldon, was at the conj he was stoering, working
the engine controls, manipulating two searohlights and handling the . .
whistle as necessery. Vieldon had the six p.me to twelve pom. watohj
this wae his first trip through the Atohafalays waterway. For this
reason Pilot Lennis L. Verret had boarded the towbcat at Simmesport,
La. with instruotions from the 0il Transport Company to assist and
advise the Mastor in the comning of the tow; however, this did not
include the actual handling of it. Although both Captain Vieldon and
I Pilot Verret held licenses issued by this Service, neither one was
- qualified as pllot by such dooument for the waters being navigated.

‘ (6) The woathor at this time was olear with excellent viaibility; there

- was a light wind blowing but it was not suffiolently strong to affect
the steoring of the tow in any way. . The velocity of the river curremt
had been estimated from four to six miles per hour by the witnesses.
A test made by the Us S, Corps of Engineers on the day following the
casualty fixed the ourrent at three and one~half (3%) miles per hour
with no peroeptible deviation to either side of the Malville raile
road bridpo. ' ' .

(7) In addition to the Lastor Yeldon and the pilot Verret who were in
the pilothouse, there were on watoh the Chief Engineer Kooh, one
oiler Matherne, and cne deokhand Odem. Another pilot, Russell
Randelph, 1in charge of the 12 to 6 watoh, the coock Lynch, and the
deck mate Moore were up and ebout in various parts of the vessel,
some 1n the galley getting coffee, others lounging on ‘deck. The:
balanse of the orew, three in number, Jones, Cushing and Ashley,

had turned in and were either asleep or in their bunks reading.

The tow was now in the middle of the river heading toward the ocenter
of the draw opening which was one hundred and sixty feet (160') wide.
The usual navigation lights wers exhibitsd on the ‘towboat and on the
tow. The bridge lights marking the pler abutments, on each side of
the draw, as well as the signal lights on the draw span wore dige
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played, The latter consisted of two lanterms in a vertical line at

the center of the span which showeéd red when the drsw was closed dut
autematically turned to green when it was opened. The Melville raile
road bridge hes a vertical 1lift draw that operates like a large ele=
vator, the center span rilsing end lowering between itwo vertical

shafts. At this noint the signal lipghts were showing red indicating
that the draw-span was down in its normal position, ¢r, in other words,
clecsad.

{8) The tow continued downstream et slow speed and with caubtion until it
was about one mile from the bridge when a whistle signal of three
_blasta was given in the way of a request for the draw %o open. No
immediate reply was received; & searchlight on the towboat was
- trained on the bridge. A second searchlight which wes intanded to
be pointed at the river bank in order to show the distance the tow
wag off the shore was out of commission. Eowever, the position of the
tow in relation to the axis of the river wra determined with reason=
able certeinty to have besen parallel with it and in the center. Upon
seeing that the draw was not toc open right away the llaster reversed
the enzine to hold the tow stationary in the current and at a safe
distahoe epproximateoly one-half (%) mile above the bridge. The time
wag approximately 2120, However, the tow did not remain completely
— stationary but driftod downstresm toward the center of the draw twice
Y during the jaeervel of waiting for the bridge to open. Bach time, it
was backed upstresm to more or less the originel distencs of oneshalf
mile. At 2131 the draw span was raised to a sufficient height for
the tow to pess under and & long blast was given on the bridge's siren
signifying that the way was olear for the tow to procesed throughe
No other craft was moving in the vicinity. :

(9) Meammhile the tow had come downstream egainy this %ime it was no
longer lined up with the axis of the draw; being in a slightly
diagonal position in the river, with its heod pointing toward the
left hand or Kast pier of the Lridgeedraw while the Lowboat was
still farther to the enstward. Although Pilot Verret had previously
advized the Master, lieldon, to favor this left hand pler as he hed
antlcipetad & set to the Yestward, he now warned him that he thought
the tow to be too close to thig pler or sbutment. The master placed
the engine controls to what corresponded to emergency speed ahead,
gWingiyg The rudders to hard left at ile same time in an attempt to
breal or pivot the tow around the East pier, straighten it inte
the opening end then drive through. Insteed, and lergely because
the tow had lacked sufficient heaiway at the outset, the river
ourrent bearing along the entire iength, on the starbosard side,

f}ung the port side of the lead barge ageinst the left hand or East
Pilla

(20) Thereaflter, ovents followed with disantrous suvddemness. The tow

FaN bouncing off the left bridge abutment, veered sharply to the right

wille gathering hoadway through the draw; the starboard guarter of
the load barge fetched up against the opposite bridge abutment, 160,
feet away, The.entire tow was now catercornsr in the drew with the
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oorrent still pushing along its starboard length and oarrying it
again toward the left abutment, The third irpact came on the heels
of the second with this tims the port aft seotion cf the "feee® i'ge
00lliding with the oomoreto bridge pier. It was the hardest blow yot;
16 ocuused the starbeard couplings between the towbcat end the tow %0
mrt inataatly. Them the port bow of the JAKE SNITH struck the pler
ssusiag the pert oouplings to part; the two barges now free frem the
still secured to each other, contimued dommtresn
towdoat already crosswise in the current only a
oponing, tut well to its left when ssparated frem
bomns down the remeining few feet and stopped
ot house brought up against the bridge proper, _
lsarance under the bridge was caly sixteen (18) feet,
admenterily remained with her tommont works
t the fixed span in a more or leas parallel position in
to 1t and at right angle to the river ourronte At this
engine was still set on emergency speed ahisad, the rudders
femained hard left. With the towboat held fast against the bridge
struoture at its top part the effoot of the engine and the rudders

o
'E:igi'
4

stallations ahove the weather deok. .Inm the caso of the NN JAKR
4LITH hor freeboard emldships was not over twenty iroches. This
made it necessery, on gooasicn, to cloge the door in the main deols
Rouse leading to the galley as the wash from passing craft would
slush ower the flush gummle. The design also invariably ocalls
for two or more doors, some in single pannel, other in two sections,
and seversl windows, ail of wiloh are sot in the main deokhouse and
lsad either directly or through passageways into.the hull. Door
sillaere fitted but extend only six inches above deock. During most
of the year, on acsount of the heat, it is oustomary to leave open
all of these deck house aperfures; this was the case on the JANE
&ATH on the nigit of 19 May, The lwmill oompartmentation in this
wesel had four watertight bulkhead doors, two at each end of the
ongine room. Thoee were fittod with gaskots and "dog® type

but in order to pormit ready agcess to othar comparts
ments they also wore ‘kept oven. This conditfon made at least one

half of the entire hull readily floodeble in the event that wmter
found scoess therein, : _
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1 48 perS sasrted by the engime and rudders instantly listed

slt“t;tawymh. Das to0 the low frechoard the sare
Yotrd sife of the deeX dipped into tho river within s period of
sossadfis. B 1150 lmerensed emovmously, the river mter
mmmmxﬁ-’ﬁ-mmmm“
s oo s starbonrd oide of e main deckhouse. As Wwe walee
a8 %0 the lew side in the hmll interior a considereble insliisfiag
Semmt was sreated sl 18 eppears hat su angls of betwesn furige
five asl fify dugrees was reashed before the JAIE SMITR bageg
itiiag ia the misr. [sumhils, the slectric gemeraters wpe
flssdad end the lights went eut; She engine had stopped, The
vostel wis well imbe her death plungs and, sinoe the pilot heuee
WS aew lows thas the bridge, she began drifting domnstresm, Jompe
ing uader the span while she was now righting hersolf and sinieing
at the same time. ' :
EVENTS ON 7HE TEXAS ARD PACIFIC RAIINAY BRIDGE, MELVILIE, LA.
(130 Thebridge tender, Vincent Loubelle, had cone on duty at 1600
on 19 May 1960, The weathor being pleasant he had kept the door in
the watoh house open This was near the center of the bridge, to
ooe side of the drawespan. Sope timo bLefore the JINE SMITH tow
had rounded & bond upstreas and come into view, the dridge tender
had beocme eware of its presenmce through watching the besm of the

searchlight being awung to and fro. Loubello waitod until the towe
boat dlew for the bridge to open. He asserted that although he was
standing in the open he heard only ome very short tlast frem the
JAUB SIIT. However, he took this to bs the usual request and
ismediately checkesd by telephone with the traim dispatcher to ascer=
%aln that no train was approsahing the span. This was the ususl
provedure; it appears that it did not entail more than two nimter,
the "all olear” from the diaspatcher, the bridge tender prow
osoded to 1if¢ the draw span. This is elsctrically operatsd and
has & maximm clearanve of 60 feet with & vertical 1ift rate of _
11,38 feot per minute. Tho bridge mac:inery wes in good arders
As soon as the bridge tonder deemed that the tow cculd clear the _
lifted draw span he blew a long blast on the bridge*s siren to
indicate to the JAUE SMITE that the way was open. The total |
olapsed time between the inital whistle signal from the towboat
and tho apswering "all olear” blast from the bridge is Bhown as
16 mimmtes, according to the records of the Texas and Pacific Ralile

wmy Company.

EVENTS DURING AND AFTER IHE SINKING OF THE M/ JANE SUITH

(14) Within o matter of seconds after the JANE S:IITH began listing and
filling with water she had sunk below the surface; during this

interval one orew member, loore, managed to grasp s wire oable
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banging from the Lelville bridge and pulled himself out; another erew

maber, Natherne, helped himself up the high port side of the deek

house and clembered into a skiff on the second deok; the skiff :

flextel clear; s third crew mouber, Odom, feoling himself going dems

kicknd free and regained fhe surfecs» where he sam

later isted in ploking up other survivers. Two mevre

Jones, resoved in the vioinity of the dridges; Pilet

in the dxrineas for a consideradls distamee

susonsded in reeo:ing some weeds growing elong the baglks
out and onto & swempy sectiom wheire he apent the

an exhausted condition on the following foremoon.

« Va8 last seen at the controls of the pilothouse amd

down with the vessel. The cook, Lyach, who together

ph, W8 seen in the galley just before the

orew members, Cushing and Ashley, soattered

interior are missing. At this writing only Weldon's

*s bodies have been recovered, -
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WA JAR SMITH was not inspected anmally by the U. S. Coast
and did not have a certificate of inspection inasmuoh es

towing vessels operating on inland waters are not presently
Tequired by law to conform with the regulations appiliosbls to

similar steam propelled vessels. She sppears to Yave had one life
preserver for each man on board, same ring buoys, fire extinguishers,
axd a nondescript small boat. The vessel was equipped with a -
gensral slarm bell; however, with the exception of the small boat im
wilch one man floated off, none of the lifesaving equipment was used
emd the general alarm was not rung, -

(18) A few membors of the crew of the M/ JANE SMITH held licenses of
various grades snd/ or certificates of competency issued by the Ue 8e
Cosst Guard tuough no one was licensed as pilot for the A

wterwny. However, these doouments are not presently required by
law om this type of vessel; neither wore they a ocondition of enploys
ment, Therefore, ncne of the holders of said licenses and/or
sertificates were acting under them or by virtue Mhorecf,

i

(17) The Marine Superintendent, Lamar C. Jones, of the 0il Transpors
Company, hurried to the scens shortly after hearing of the acoident,
The next morning he engaged a motorboat to rum up and down the
Atohafulaya River, along the banks, for a considerable distamse
below the lelville dridge and to searoh for survivors who could have
possibly drifted with the ourrent. None was found, Pilot Verret
was resoued by another hoat."

The board made the follwwing Conolusionss

(1) ™at the testimony with respect to the time required by the. bridge
to open after the JANE SLITH sounded her signal is conflicting.
Throughout the survivors® narratives runs the contention that there

-7-
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.

bridge and thet if the spem hed

of maneuvering in close quarters.

risk

2) That thore is marked insistence by two witnesses that the ocurremt
was setting to the westward at least to some degres; this
may have justified the action of both the lMaster of the towboat emd
Pilot Verret in favoring the Eest side of the draw in order to overe
‘coxs any tondenmocy to drift toward the Vest bank of the river. The
Board consludes that there was no perceptible deflection of the
current to either side in the visinity of the Helville bridge drawe
T:1s 1s based on conduoted experiments by the U.S. Corps of Engineers
who obtained several "float paths®, all of wiich feiled to show
Mt;u from the main axis of the ourrent flows (See Exhibits $
and 4. .

(3) Thas although the oorrect oall sigpal by a vessel for the opening
of a tridge draw is one long blast, as determined by the applicable
Rules end Regulations 1ssued by the Var Department (see Exhibit 13),
the fact that the JANE SLITH blew thres somewhat short blasts does .
not constitute any fatal errore It is amply evident that the bridge
tender oonstrued oorrectly the signal he heard from the towboat as a
oall to grant passago.

'(4) That there were no failures of equipmen‘b,:‘mhinory or material
in the M/ JANE SUITH nor in the tank barpes NBC=891 and NBCw8S2,

(6) ™at there was no apparent failure in the draw operating machinsry
of the Texas and Paoific Railway Company Bridge at lelvills, La. &t
the time of the merine casualty, and immediately prior thereto,.

(6) That there is no indiocation of any inattention to duty, misconduct,

negligence or wilful violation of any law or regulation on the pars
of sny member of the orew of the N/V JANE SHITH.

8=
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() Tat 20 persensel of the U, S, Coast Ousrd or any other Ue S
Sonvranest sgonty wire ¢aonmected directly or indireotly or contributed
i» say mamer % e sanmlty.

mmuuumu.-m’mxm.

(9) That mo unchartered or imcorrectly charted area or objects were
iavolved.

(30) That 2o U.8. Uovernment property of any character was damaged
o destroyed.

(11) Taat the comtruction of entramoe appromch pilinge on either side
of the drew to the Nelville bLridge, both upstresm and downstresm of
18, as drought out in the testimony by variocus withesses and as recoss
msnded by some is not feesible principally by reassn of the extrems
dopth of mter, _

L The board made the following Opinionss

(1) That this marine casualty was the direct result of an error in
Juignent. Reluwotant as ons may be to criticize in retrospect

e and S0 find any fault with the actions of a person who can no
longer spesk for himself, the Board would be defeating its
fuzstions as well as its stipulated purpose if it faliled to find

- Ybat & grave mistake was made by the master, Viillism R. Vieldonm,

18 eStempting to push the JANE SMITH tow through the draw in the
sanner and under the ciroumstances desoribed.

(2) That the Haster’s error in judgment was an honsat one; that this
ofror evidently stenmed from his leck of knowledge of looal come
diticns) that he aid onrything in his power o sxtrioate his
vessel and her tow from & dad situation and finnlly that he paid
with his 1ife for this failure to properly appmiso the situation
beforehond and to act accordingly. :

(3) Taat the reason the general alarm bell was not rung, or for that
mtter any sort of alert given, was the element of surprise amd

the swiftness with whioch one event followsd the other after the
JANE SMITH tow started through the dreaw and that there had beem

no premonition of impending danger to give cause for ringing the
genoral alark prior to the actusl collision. Also that had this
alarm been rung when the JANE SMITH was in her diffioculties it is
doubtful that it would have resulted in minimiging the loss of lifwe

(4) That the contributing factors to this casualty were the obvious

lack of sufficient headway of the tow through the water and the .

failure to allow for ample manonvoring distance above the bridge on
= the final approach,

PR I
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7.

(s) That fimally, snd though not direotly oonneoted, is the question
of inspectim by the U, 8, Coast Guards As it now stanis there
a0 lass for the inspection and control over this type of oraf$
mﬁwmﬂuh)uum to hll oom&tmn&
L ] u
mummomuounw-mnmum—l
itve up W Y of the law. Certaintly, no one csn argee with
begsoty At & moter vessel is moh loss of a menmaroe to life, liah,
ol shen Lmgroperly sonstruoted, equipped and mavigated
S & stoem vessel. It is, therefore, the orixica of Gle
Mmmmummmntu)mt—
apueting @ riveys end inlesd mterwmys should be inspected emd
sertifisated aad that offioer perscnnel thereon sheuld be prepeviy
4 1s felt that although the certificating of a vessel
and the holding of a license by & pilot will not of itself prevesd
e sovine ocasualty it most definitely tends to greatly reduce the

!
g
1
|
s
i
g
i

risks that would be otherwise talsn with impunity.

The Board mads the following Recommendations:

(1) That doath certificates, which are not available at this writing
from the looal authoritios, be formarded to Headquirters as soon as
peseived and that they then be incorporated in this file.

(2) Thet, in view of the contents of paragraph B of the "Opinicus”,
it 18 cbrious that the W/V JANE SEITH not being umder the jurisdietion
of the U, S, Coast Guard as to her construotion, equipment, and

_ persozmel, no positive course in the way of recommending remedial

metgures cen bo followed,

(3) That in the interest of safety to 1ify. limb, and prbperty,
metor vessela of & burden of sbove fifteen (15) gross tons operating
on rivers and other inland waters be brought into full compliamce
with the Marine Inspeotion lews of the United Stetes and that

- persoumel of such vesssls be properly licensed and certificated

for the waters navigatede .
REMARKS

Opinton 6 snd Recowssndation 5 of the Board in effoot stete .that

in the interest of safety to life, limb, and property, motor vessels of ower
16 gross tons Ye brought into full compliance with the marine inspeotien
lews and that the porsomnel on such vessels be liocensed and certificated is
pot wholly oconourred with, To carry out the Board's reconmendation would
require the inspection and ocertification of yachts, pleasure vessels, ‘
fishing vessels, and etc., which are over 16 gross tons rogardless of where
mvigated, PFurthermore, all orow members would require examination and
1ioen8ing or ocertification by the Coast Guard as a condition to their

10«
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saplyment

M n tqr wash vessels. The record of subject ocasualty does not
sustaia say seed fer such e wide extension of the marine safety statutes
s regulabiony Wereundsr in the interest of safety to life,

L Na.—hrﬁ-nmootcuultyulhtodhyﬁmﬁoardmu
orzar of Juigeust on Wis part of the master of the JANE SHITE who was in
siarge of v mvigation at the time the casualty cocurred. The recommemds
aSien of the Scard that officers on such vegsels possess ‘he neoessary

% and bo properly exsminsd and liceonsed by the Coast Guard as
8 oendition to their employment on river towboats as well ns the caloulated
oxtension of the marine safety statutes and regulations thersunder to such
vessels is consurred with,

1N Oongressional billas oncompassing legislation suggented by the above
recammsndations are now bofore Congreas for consideration snd are as follows:

(«) HR 7710 - A bi2) %o apply tie marine safety stetutes and
regulations thereunder to all motor veasels over 16 gross tons
exoept pleasure vessels and vessels ongaged in the fisheries.

(b) MR 484 = A bill to apply the marine safety statutes and
regulations thereunder to all seagoing motor propelled vesselse

(o) HR 3254 « A 1111 to extend the marine safety statutes and
regulations thersunder to searoing motor fishing vessels of
18 gross tons or over,

(4) HR €450 « A b11] to require licensed offiosrs on motor vessels
above 100 pgross tons with certain exceptions for yachts and

fishing vessels,

11, Subjeot to the foregoing .er..' it is recommended that the Findings
of Faot, Opindons, Conolugions, and Recommendations of the Marine Board of
Investization de approved. »

/s/ P. A. OVENDEN
P. A. OVENDEN
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™ Adting Chief, NI Division to
Comrandant

Indsl

From: Ohief, Office of lerchant larine Safety
To: Commandant

Forwarded, recammendiog approwal,

17 August, 1960
" (JANE SMITH a8 Bd)

& September, 1950
(JANE SMITH @8 BA)

s/ . C, SHEPHEARD

APPROVED 6 September 1950

m

4 I3RLIH O°NEILL

Vice Admiral, U, 3. Coast Guard
+ Commandant




