"1, oo Saturday, 12 July 1952, at 1150 hours, Pecific Daylight

2§ Nowember 1552
L e (LOMPOG - VIDRCR H,
IR o KELLY =812 Fd)

From: Chief, Merchunt Vessel Inapeoticn Mvision. | SRS
Tos  Ocmmendant - - ‘o
Via: Gluet, Offiee of Morchant Marins Safety ' | S

 subjs !hrmnmmctlmtiaaﬁn‘ explosion andﬁro tanlk

vesasls LOMPOC md YICTR H,
12 July 1952, with loss of life

1, Pursusnt to the provisions of Title b6 ¢ F.R.Part136 the
record of the Marine Bgard convened ulmsugatelubjwtmultyg
togother with its Pindings of Fact, Conclusicns end Reomendntim,
hasbeennviewedandia:‘mmedhuwﬁh.

2, ‘On 12 July 1952, the tank veesel VICTOR If, XELLY of 186 gw.s

built in 1940, and the tank vessel LGMPUC of 10,,2;&8 Babe, B

1545, were alongside Union 0I1 Company of California wharf "A". ’at

OIetm, California, discharging their respective cargoes, The weather
-wuur)yund,meBm,goodvisibmwmditm -

not & warm day, At approximutely 11450 & fire of undetermined origin *

was didcovered undernenth the dock, which fire bocane wncontrollable

and sprzad to the two tank vassels nlon@ide. The damage to the

LOMPOC vas estimeted at $156,000 md the dumsge to the YICTOR B, KZLLY

weg 31,017,500, Three crew sembers were injured aud the folleudngm‘r

puwomuatmumuammuo{thucasmnys

Eugene J, Multon, Mester, SS VICPGR H. K7ILY, 10418 = SR
S, Deoker §t., Los Angoles, Calﬂomn; o

Thomes . A, Liggins, RadiaOpmtac 55 VICTOR H, m, ‘
1030 51 Centro Ave., lhpn, canfornia; ad

Rollie N, Yarges, Wiper, S5 VICTGR H, KELLY, 1036 |
] w“m Ave., W’ Celifornia,

3. -Themardmadethafmaﬁ.ngmww?ach«

s Olous, Californis,

TimafhebmhMmtheMmO&lMofﬂdﬂomm -
A" at (leum, Callifornia, mdaprendrapmlyacrose the wharf to the




, . . - _ AT I it ‘
f o e ihle,, 2 ¥ A 'iﬂﬁion o B ’ 26 m 1952
S Comuandant | C (wmac  VICTOR M, K=lLY - a—l" Sd)

V:«..T #H M, §"TLY and the LOKC0C, The mter and two ‘orew meabers of the
/\ VICTUR Ho KOILY lost thelr lives and that vesssl was a totl loes, Thres -
S eraw "wbara of the voscols vere hoepi.t.nnzed for mzm.u Those who
lont ’:,;wir lives woerer

.ugene J, Fulton, Master, S5 VICTOR H, KrLLY, 101§
S. Denker St., Los Angeles, Ca.‘l.ifomu ‘
b, Thomas ', A, Ligzins, Radio q:era VICTR H,
KLLLY, 1030 51 Centro Ave,, Napa caﬁfonm ¢
¢, Rollie N, Yarger, wiper, 58 VICTR N, KTLLY, 1036
MePariand Ave., 'ilmington, California,

"2,  Ths vessele invelved ware;

a, S5 VICTOR H, KELLY, officisl No, 239286

stesl st Sparrawe Toint, Maryland, in 1960
cmmgaarturbinesingleumtmkmd 3,500
horsepower and 8,186 gross tons, It wes last inspected .
anaeemmmmmma,cawm on 31 Mey o
1952, The vesscl's home port ws New York, N, Y,, md

, 1tmownedbyl’aninsmccrr1ercupon & State
8t., New York, N, Y., andmaperamwmm Gnupazw'
of California, 617 Nest 7th St,, Los ingeles o-utonm,
st the time of the casuslty, Tanks Nos, 1,2 snd 3, pact
center snd starbourd, wers forward of the midship howse
and tanks Nos, L, 5.6 7amd8,poﬂ,mhrndow-

_ bou'dwmaftefﬂaenndslﬂphme. The engine room
& space and port and starbosrd hunker tanks were aft,

b. S5 LiMPOC, official Wo, 248653, "uilt of steel at .
Portland, Oregon, in 19 It is & stear driven turbine
electric single screw, (T2 tank vessel af 6,000
hmepouarmdlo,lahﬁ s tons. It was last inspected
and certificated at Los Angeles, mmm- on
1952, Los Angeles, California, is the vesoel's
and its mria'fmmcwctcalitm a7
7th Si,, Los ingeles, California, Tanks Noe, 1, 2, 3°
i, port, contor and sturboard, are losated on the forward
deck, 'raaltsuoa.‘i 6, 1, 8md9 port, cepter ani step- -
bourd, mloeatedmﬂnuterdecknbaﬂ.ﬁewp
houae :

.
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a;ii

"3,  The westher at the time of cesualty wes: \dn&-nswrl; foree
5 ¢o O knotes overcasty" goodviaibﬂitymdaeﬁchtchqouthuw.
Itaassnata"wm day, - 7 _
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wiisl, Wi Avigita to 26 igvaticr 1552

TLowvoafions (1,000 @ "1 8 % 5. TLY asdl 8d)

2. T 4.CT SN, K LY s comnwidered a4 totul lose wuownting o
+1,803,000 te the voseol wod 117,500 to curga, The only crev mbmber
injured, who required epitalissiion in excuss of 72 hours, was £lbert

» Shechin s vho surfered a hourt atiack, Several other orew
membsre suffersd minar injurles in the nature of slight bures, rope
buris and sheck.,

"13. Noth Yw LA and VICTR B, KELLY vare provided with bih
wvalocity fo., sprey neesled and low welocity appilcators as well as

with foam urepesrtioning equipmont, Bone of this egulpment was used

and the ealdd stroaws dirccted at the fire from the VICTIR K, K3IX

bad no cppreciadl:: ef fect wpan it. MHooe of tho porteble firew=fighting
oquinnmat provided on the dodk wes used, Later, two fire mala monitor
nogzles, sdjusted o hatween 5 aad 20 dejrecs of spray to oover the
dock, sucpessfully confined tho ubhaxf fire, Other fire-fichting equipe
nent which reported to the dock were RHodeo fire trucks Noe. L, 5 and 63
(recicett f4re weucks o8, 10, 12 epd 1hj Richmond fire truck No. 4795;
Coast Cuerd teucks lios, 12h13, 12531, 12535, 12937 and 12594, Vesscls
wihich assisced to fight the fire on the ViCLR H, KTLLY were Coast Guard
vesscls COC CaLEi % (. 17-86), Cu-L03dl, Cu-l3u5, Co-hoh26, CG hok27, Ch-
LOu62, CO=Ofk, Ci-g339] and CumUS3; Huvy vesosls TI-4O7, ¥YTB-278,
YTB-28L, YTB-178; other veosols, .ORT OF 0L IAN" (Oukland Firebost),
NAVIS 8. Cel. LL {Can “rencisco Zirehoat), R.LIY smd Db AE,

“l:, “hena Unlon UL Cuwany twlklowsder Thomas G, Atkins first testified
heicre the Romrd of Imvestizatioco (Puze 140) he stated that he £irst saw
the Jire "lase wp hetwoen tho side of the LIS and the dock, This cone
flicted with testinony of other uitnesses, RZecause of the inwestigation
being conducted in this case hHy Undon Uil Company of Califormlas, s tkine
was not rosualled defore the Roard until after his employment with them
had erminated., On Uy sugast 1952, . tkina was subpounaed st Modesto,
Californis, to spypear again before the “ioerd of Investigation (Puge 221),
This testimony brought out the following fecta resurding Atkdnes

2. That bo 48 now 28 yeurs of age, mauried an’ has a son 2% yeure,

b, That e perlered almeelf in Nie oreviouws testimony before the
Bourd and lisd regaiding the firo to cwsry other person who
interrogeted hinm,

c., That he swires cigarottes but did not haeve a gmoko after lunch
on the L.Ai70C,

d. Th.t ha was in the hobit of smolcing in the Wharfiager's oifice
on the dook, knoiing it to Do wnauthorized and againet company.
rules,

@, Thaet he was iaterrogatad in this n.tter YWy the Fil,

ey
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. - Ghief, VI Ivisign to 26 dovcmber 1952
Comrandan® | (L2200 « VICTOR H, K LLY s=l2 Bd)
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"15. Ur. Dougles ¥, Kalley, physiclen and peychiatrist of Ll Highsate
Road, B » Oalifernia, was contagted by telcphone regarding his
interviow with and teats conducted on Atkine, 4 copy of his report is
Swtmiticd a8 ap ehgloswrc in this oase,"

k. The Bourd mede ths following Cenclusions:

*12, Tho acteal emse of the fire on ths dock could not be determined
in fact, Pessihls snd probadls ceuses which wers considered during the

i
¢
¥
£
¥

m investication were:

&, & opark forom strikine the wremeh reirieved by stkins ivom the
rigee

bg&mt;buumumtchmmfmthewv?Mume
doek, .

¢, 4 gpark £0om the L¥PCC's bonding cable counection on the dock,

d. 5 short clyoult in the dock wiring,

¢. That 14 wap started aither intentionally or unintentionally by
Mﬂ.t-m.

“17. There is no evidence in the rocord to susport (a) through (4)
ahgve as probehle sauses of the dock fire, Comversely, the evidenss,
thouzh circewsantial, that itkino started the firs is strong, It is
the consnsus of the Bosrd that rticing did stert the fire in the riser
pit under the deok lovel. The Board®s couviction of this wes made
stronger by itkind® demonstration of evasiveness, untruthfulness, leck
of enthusiegm sod interest in respomsc to questicns put to him by the
Board, It 48 etwious that Atkizs will not now, or later, confess to
starting this fire since ho fully reelises the consequences of such
an adnission,
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. VI ,
Chief, KVI TAvision to 26 Novewber 1952
Commandent (LOMPOC « VICTWR H. KELLY a-l12 098)

tion and that he 414
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é. Contlasion perogruph 2; and Aesowsendaticn ugh 25 of tho
Bourd’s Twport, in effact, states thmt the subjest casexliy Wy %o
mumuut’.umammdmxwau
vossal tatwinals, with the recomnendstion that such seresaln. be
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Chif, W1 Nvision o 26 Novozber 1552

(omnsndant (I3HPOC ~ VICRE: E. K LLY s-12 )
imsidtuled s & corrective sufety msaswue for the prevention of simdlor
eoaiililos in whe futwre, The of port security regulations for
serecning morohint sarine as well as porsonnel aemployed &t

shore facilities is intanded a8 4 pretection ageinst sabotage er othor
eayvereive activities. . review of the record of investigation doos
not indicete et this ceswmlty s canmed bty any act of intention,
sad%tage o eowbveredon., Canclusion perasreaph 2 and Recommendetion
paragreph 25 of the Boerd are thovelore not ooncurred with,

findings of Paes, Genclueions arxl Revomendations of the Mcrime Bourd
of Inveatigatdan be spproved,

Jo/P. #. OV:INOTN
P. A, QV.2OFNR

FIRST “NDURS %717 10 VI momorandum of 26 November 1952 M

9 December 1952
Prom: (ndaf, Office of Msrohent Murine Safety
Tos Comaneiont

Forvardod, recoaending spprowal,/s/H.C. SHLPH:ARD
H.C. SHLPHZARD
APPRUV' D Lies 10 1952

(a@‘!s:RLIH O'N.ILL
Vlche‘ }xduu.rnl, U.8. Conet juard
Comandmt




