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Commandant's Action

on

Marine Board of Investigation; foundering of the schooner
LEVIN J. MARVEL off North Beach, Maryland, 12 August 1955,
with loss of life

1. Pursuant to the provisions of Title 46, C.F.R. Part 136, the record
of the Marine Board of Investigation convened to investigate subject
casualty, together with its Findings of Fact, Conclusions, and Recom-
mendations, has been reviewed.

2. The LEVIN J. MARVEL was a wooden sail vessel of 183 gross tons,
built in 1891 at Bethel, Delaware. In recent years, the vessel was
used in carrying passengers for hire on pleasure voyages in the Ches-
apeake Bay area.

3. At 1100 Monday, 8 August 1955, small craft warnings were hoisted for
the Chesapeake Bay area which at 1400 next day were changed to northeast
storm warnings. This storm warning continued until the morning of 13
August, the day after the foundering of the MARVEL. A hurricane alert
was issued at 1400 9 August which terminated at 1400 11 August.

L. At about 1400 on Monday, 8 August, while small craft warnings were
displayed, the LEVIN J. MARVEL departed from Annapolis with 23 passengers
and 4 crew members on board for a six~day voyage on Chesapeake Bay to end

(LEVIN J. MARVEL - 8-5 i2)

at Annapolis on the following Saturday. The voyage proceeded partly under

sail when conditions permitted and partly under tow of the accompanying
motorboat, and the vessel arrived at Cambridge, Maryland, at 2000 Wednes-
day, 10 August. At 1400 11 August, although the hurricane alert was ter-
minated, the northeast storm warnings (wind velocity 35 tc 72 mph) were
flying and in effect, weather advisories were issued ¢f northeast winds
25 to 35 mph increasing to gale force on the lower Bay on the following
day, Friday, ‘and because of the uncertainty of the course that the hurri-
cane would take in its movement northward, extreme caution was indicated
in the interests of safety to life and property.

5. In the face of these warnings, although the then present weather was
favorable, the LEVIN J. MARVEL departed from Cambridge at 1400, 11 August,
to arrive at Annapolis on the scheduled date, Saturday. The weather con-
tinued favorable until about 0300 the following morning, 12 August, when
it began to threaten and by 0630 the wind was northeasterly, 25 to 4O mph,
with gusts of higher velocity. By 0700 when about two and one-half miles
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off Blcody Point Light, due to worsening weather conditions the sail
vessel could no longer proceed in a northerly direction and was forced
to change course to a southerly direction, but being unable to maintain
steerageway, course was again changed to west-southwest running before
the wind toward Herring Bay, anchoring at 0930 one and one-half miles

to the eastward of Fairhaven, Due to the inability to close defective
shipside airports and probable leakage because of the deteriorated

state of the hull, the vessel began making water which, as ths morning
progressed and the Weather worsened, got beyond the oontrol of the. pumps
on board, By 1200 gne power bilge pump had failed and the other was in-
effective, The radio transmitter on board was inoperative and althongh
efforts were made, signals of distress could not be put on the air and
the plight of the LEVIN J, MARVEL was unknown to anyone except those on
board, By 1400 the wind was north-northeast, force 7 to 8, squally,
overcast, with very rough sea, The uncontrolled ingress or water cansed
the bow of the vessql to lose buoyancy and become awash, and the perpons
on board gathared aft in preparation to abandon ship, At 1430 the ves-
sel rolled heavily, lay over on her beam, and foundered, There be no
lifesaving equipment on board and the accompanying motorboat having been
previously lost, the passengers and crew were forced to enter the water
with jacket-Lype life preservers and the floating wreckage as: their only
means of suryival, Fourteen passengers perished and nine passengers and
all four crew members survived,

REMARKS

6, Pursuant to the provisions of 46 CFR 136.23-1, duplicate recerds of
investigation of subject casualty will be transmitted to the §,5, At=-

torney General, as such record contains evidence of probable violation,
on the part of John H, Meckling, 19 Vietor Parkway, Annapolis, Haryland
master and managing owner of the LEVIN J, MARVEL at the. time aho foupd-

ered, of the following statutes:

a, R.S, 4561 (L6 U.S5.C, 658), Sending an unseaworthy vessel to
sea, thereby endangering life, :

b, Act of June 25, 1948 (18 U.S.C, 2196), Neglect of duty in
taking an unseaworthy vessel to sea in the face of known dis-
played storm warnings,

c, Act of April 25, 1940 (46 U.S.C, 526), Negligent and/or
reckless operation of vessel so as to endanger life, limb, or
property,

d, Act of June 25, 1948 (18 U,S.C. 1115), Destruction of
life through negligence, inattention to duty, and miscenduct,
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7. In connection with the Recommendation of the Board that legislation
be sought placing vessels carrying passengers for hire under Federal
inspection, it is pointed out that there are now before Congress two
bills, H.R. 7952 and H.R., 8267, which provide for the inspection and
certification of such vessels when carrying more than six passengers.

8. Subject to the foregoing Remarks, the Findings of Fact, Conclusionms,
and Recommendations of the Marine Board of Investigation. convened to
investigate subject casualty are approved.

(signed) A. C. Richmond

A, C. RICHMOND
Vice Admiral, U. S. Coast Guard
Commandent




REP2:EY
MARINE BOARD OF IIWZ37T{CATION
Convonod at
BALTIMORE, IARYIAND
By order of
THE COMMARDANT

UNITED STATES COAST GUARD

to inguire into and lnvestigate the
foundering of the achooner ILVIN J.
MARVEL off RNorth EBamach, Maryland, on
12 Auguat 1955, wiih loass of life,




‘1. That at about 1440 hours EDT on 12 August 1955, the

Sehooner LEVIN J. MARVEL foundered during a storm, while
at anchor sboui 1-1/2 miles to the eastward of Fsirhaven,

id., in Chasapncke Bay.

That there were 27 persons aboard,

Bengers.

That as a resu.i of this casualty,
passengers los’ their livea:

Miss Florence Goldstone, age 37

463 Clinton Ave.
Brooklyn, ¥. Y.

Dr. valter Goldstone, age 40
463 Clinton Ave.
Brocklyn, N. Y.

Dr., Hillard R. Yevin, Sr., age 42

308 Highland Blvd.
Brooklya, N, ¥,

Mrs, iiillaré R. Nevin, age 40
302 Highland Blvd.
Brookiyn, ¥, Y.

Hillaxc¢ %, Nevin, Jr., age 13
307 Highland Blvd.
Prooklyn, N, ¥,

Migs HWilary Ciel MNovin, age 9
302 Highlend Plvd.
Brooklyn, N. Y.

Andrew Chesson, ag_%e-z L1
Cameron Village
Raleigh, N. C.

22 of whom were pas-
the following 1

Mrs. Andrev Chesson, age Al
Canaron Village
Paleigh, N. C.

Miss Rhoda Fedder, age 48
1 University Pl.
New York, N, Y,

Harry Kirsener, age 58
267 Washington Pl.
lawrence, N, Y.

Dr. B. . Roberts, age 34
Ridgeview Rd.
Orange, Conn.

Louis H. Sobel, age 52
1646 York Ave.
New York, N. Y.

Mrs. Louis H, Sobel, age 56
1646 York Ave.
Yew York, N. Y.

John C, Ferguson, Sr., age 62
41 Patton Dr,
Bloomfield, K, J. .

That there wers 13 survivors, to wil:

John Meckling, Master
19 Victor Pkwy, Victor iaven
Annapoiis, M4,

Stephen Morton, Dack Crew
73 Maryland Ave.
Annapolis, Md.
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1. {Continued)

Elry Finkncy, Gook
Parole
b‘ H .

Perry L. Schwartz, Passenger
15 E. 196th 5t,
Yew York, ¥, Y.

iWilliam Dalle, Passengey
1123 Clay Ave,
Bronx, N. Y.

Harry Nathanson, Fassenger
287 Washington Fl.
lavrence, N. 1.

Charles Greenwald, Fassenger
441 E, 9oth St.
Brooklyn, N. Y.

Charles Seavoy, Waiter
110 4. Washington 8t.
Annapolis, M.

}ias Margavet D. Killip, Passenyer
298 Tak Fidge Tr.
Fochester, N, Y.

Niss Meryle V. Iutchinson, Passenger
501 V.. 113th St.
Yew York, H. Y.

liss Nancy Madden, Fassenger
2900 Connecticut Ave., X.W.
Wdashington, D, C.

Mrs. Frances Roberts, Fassenger
Ridgeview Rd.
Orange, Conn.

John C, Ferguson, Jr., Passenger

2e

3.

41 Patton Dr.
Bloomfield, N. J.

That the Schooner IEVIN J. VARVEL, offiecial number 141175,
was a three-masted baldheaded ram-type schooner, 125.5 ft.
in length, with wooden hull; of 183 gross tons, built in
1891 and rebuili in 1919 and 1926.

That the vessel did not have watertight bulkheads, being
open throughout, with the exception of light wooden par-
titions separating the various living spaces.

That the vessel was owned by Chesapeake Windjammer Vacatlon
of Annapolis, Md.

That Mr. Jobn llenry Meckling, of 3 State Circle, Anmapolis,
Md., who acted as Master, was managing owner and operator.
He ownad 31/6/ of the stock of the company; Mr. John Thomas
Evans of Duncansville, Pa., owned 31/6/ of the stock; and
the estate of Bertrum Ashmead of Philadelphia, Pa., held
2/6/, of the stock of the company. '

That the IEVIN J. MARVEL, under the commend of Mr. Meckling,
with a crew of one deckhand (Stephen lMorton), one cook (El-
ry E. Pinkrey) and one waiter (Charles Savoys, and carrying
23 passengers ior hire, departed Annapolls, M3., at about
1400 hours EDT on 8 August 1955.

The vessel’s itinerary for the week of 8-12 August 1955 was
a8 follows: :

-2




7. (Continved)

. PLACE

Annapolis, M,

Popler Island

Oxford, M.

Cambridge, M

1955
ARRIVAL EPARTURE
- - - g fAvgust - 2:00 plm,

(onday)

8 August, Wighifall ¢ iwgust - 7:00 a.m.
{Tussday) .

9 August -~ 5:00 p.m. 10 Avgust - 1:00 p.m. .
{: 2drezdey)

10 August - 8300 c.m. 1Y August - 2:00 p.m.
{Thursday)

&, That the weather at the time of the casvaeliy was as follows:

A moderate to strong gale, Force 7-8 from NNE;
squally; overcasi; with very rough ses.

7. That, briefly stated, the wsather forecasts for the

Chesapeake Bay area during the period of 9-13 iugust
1955 were as follovws:

 NE storm warnings were continucusly dieplayed from
1400 hours EDT on 9 Angust uctil the forenoon of
13 August.

A hurricane alert for Hurricane "Connie" wee issued
by the Weather Bureau at 1400 hours EDT 9 August.
This alert terminated at 1400 hours EDT 11 Augusi.

1G. Thet storm warnings are displayed by day at the Cembridge,
4. Yacht Club.

pesd
$oand

. That at about 1400 hours on 11 August 1955, upon termina-

tion of the hurricane alert for the Chesapsake Bay area
but at & time when ME storm warnings were being continued,
the IEVIN J. MARVEL lef% the shelterad waters of Cambridge

ifarbor.

s

N
;’5!
.

That at this time winds of 35-40 milea per hour were pre-
dicted for the extreme southern Maryland, Chesapeake Bay

and coastal areas, and 15-30 miles per hour winds were
predicted for the central and northern portlons of Chesa-
peake Bay, and that the Weather Bureau warned that all
precautions should be continued in the ares of hurricane
and stormewarning displays.

]

i3, That, prior

to leaving Cambridge Harbor, Mr. Meckling ob-
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That the vecsel was anchored Tor ebout tue howrs off
Hambrook Point in the Chopizn: “ivar, @,, *tc ematle
the passengers to go svirming.

That the MARVEL got underway -t avout 163C hours 1l
August 1955 and proceeded doun %z Shoptagk River
towards the Bay, entering ihe witers of Chesapeake
Bay at about 2040 houwrs 1l Augui=t 1955; she then pro-
ceeded northward up the Ba;, umler sell, the westher
belng fine and clear itn a gentle nart‘*.easterly
breeze, slight sea and swcll.

That ¥r. Yeckling vas relying on thas vesssl's radio for
weather information; that the veszel's racdlo was turned
off at about 2345 nours on 11 Lnreet 1955 anrd no weather
~ veports were raceived on board until 0620 hours 12 August

1355.

That as the MARVEL oroceeded noerithwerd under sail the
wyeather eommenced to thraatan a® sbout 0300 houre on 12
August 19553 , and at about 0630 the winds had increased
w0 25-40 miles per hour, nortissaterly, with occasional
gusts of 40-45 miles per hcur.

That at thiz time the vessel wns underway abont 2-1/2
miles S8W of Bloody Point Light,

That at about 0700 several wmale pasesengers asslisted lr.
iMeckling and Morion in taking in sod securing the sails,

That an attempt was made to use ths yewl boaty but it
was found to be inoperative.

That at about Q700 the vesazl ven haaded toward the les
s3ide of Poplar Island.

That at this time visibility, wimd end sac conditions weore
guch that the MARVEL was unnbls to mainbaln steerageway
for the lse side of Poplar island, end thet the course was
changed to ¥Sd, the vessal running wofore the wind toward
devrring Bay.

That a%t eboub 0900 hours 12 Avgunrt 1955, the M4RVEL an-
chored about 1-1/2 miles to the esstysrd of Fairhaven,
¥i., in Chesapeake Bay, on hur lae shore, in about 26
ﬁe,eb of water, with about 202 jest of coesin Yo the stiar.
woard anchop




25.

i

26.

27.

28,

29.

That an unusual and excessive amount of waisr was odb-
served in the tilges in the forepart of the vessel
under the dining room prior to, and soen after, the
time the vesoel anchored. '

That the vesrel was equipped with two (2) one-cylinder
gasoline-drivan bilge pumps, one forward (on the weather
deck) ard one aft; that the vessel was also equipped

_with one poriable hand pump.

That the foruard bilge pump wss successfully used to
pump the waiter out soon after the vessel was anchored,

That during “h2 morning, while the vessel was at snchor,
the weather comditions contimued to worsen is that the
wind and seas gradually increased, the sky being over-
easty with intermittent rain and poor visibvility.

That the yawl broke adrift from the stern of the MARVEL
some time during the morning. It was not recovered.

That some of the passengers endeavored to close the ma-
Jority of the vessel's 22 portlights, which were lo-
cated below the main deck in the messroom, cabins and
toilets. That they were successful in closing soms,
but that & large number of them had dogs missing, iamtch
bolts frozen, or both, or were warped, all of which
factors preciuded the portlights® being watertight.

That large quantities of water enmtersd the hull through
the defective portlights.

That the porilights had not been inspected since the

vessel commenced the operating season in the Spring of
1955; and thnt there is no evidence indicating that the
portlights were tested for watertightness at any time.

That at sbous 1200 EDT 12 August 1955, great quanti-
ties of watiesr were once again observed ln the forepart
of the vassel,

That efforts %o start the exposed forward bilge pump
wore Iruitless,

That the poriable hani pump was put into operation by
the combined efforts of passengers and crev. -

That one of “he gasoline-driven bilge pumps was carried
down into the dining room and put into operation, but
this proved unsuccessful due to- the fact that the de-
bris in the apace concerned repeatsdly clogged the suc-
tion. The purps being unable to bandle the amount of




36,

37.

38.

9.

40,

41,

1’;',2 -
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{continusd)

water wnich was enterlng the vegmsl, si»» coumdnesd to
settle by the heed.

That at about 1300 hours ©DT on 12 iugast 1955 the

- starboard anchor commenced to drap, peraiiling tha

vegesl bo lay in the trough of ihe coas. AL this
time the port anchor was let go with avout 100 feo:
of chain, and the vesssl’s head cere bac: up into
the wind afd ses.

That at about 1300 hours the Master nitempted to “rans-
mit a "¥ay Day" distress messags t2 tho Cegst Guard and
tae marine operators et Jorfolk, Vi,, amd dilminglen,

Del., but, the radio transmitter boing inopsrative, no
contiact wzs made with any outsids otatlon o% that iime.

That, althongh testimony wus given %o the sffect that a
Mr., Marsbell received a “May Day" wescaze, %ie Beard is
unable to locats such a Me. Marshaoll, supposed to be an
amateur radio operator im the North BSeach, ., area;
and that, upon contecting the Yederal Communications
Commission, it wes learned that they %cd no wmecord of
such an amateur station. {The earlisst information

about the casually ceme from Miss Deberah Killip, one

of the survivors, who made her way asiore at approximately
1615, Word was passed to Barrack H, Maryland State Polics,
Waldorf, M1.)

That at or about 1400 tho MARVEL gradually lost buoy-
ancy due to the continved intake of water. With the
foredeck awash, passengers and crew gathered aft and
made preparations to abarmdon the vessel.

That at the direction of the Master, a light lime was
passed through the iroat of the shoulder straps of
the life preservers of a number of the paesengers,
this being considered a means of preventing the
pasgengers f{rom drifting apart.

That during this time there was no panic, passengers
and crew conducting themselves in an orderly manner
shroughout.

That at about 1430 hours, while the line vas being
passed, the MARVEL suddenly rolled heavily and lay
over on her starboard beam's end.

That one group of survivors, clinging together, drifted
for several hours until finally they reacked a duck
blind to which ome of the MARVEL'S passengers had al-
veedy made his way. _Ths entire group was later rescued




46,
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48.

49.

50.

51.
52.
53.
54,

55.

{Continned)

when Mr. Jilliam K. McWilliems and Mr, lrorce Xillam
{of North Beach, Md.), at great risk ito ticzaslves,
car® out in & small cutbosrd motorhoati znrl took them
ashdre two st o itime.

That other survivore were in the water £5r several
hours, and mezde their way, separately, io the besch.

Thst by 16 fugust 1955 the last of the 1/ hncies ¢f
the decoased had been recovsred, all Faving been found
in the vicinity of the ecasualty.

That, although testimony does not rTave:1 th2 exact
causes of the deaths of the 14 victims, tie corprnzrs!
veporte indicate thal these were by dr:vning.

That after the casuvalty had occurred, the wrecksge of
the MARVEL wes lying on the bottom in about 22 feet of
wvater in a pcsition lat. 38%45720" N,, iong. 769311207 W,

CTS_WERS_ESTADLISHED

Efforts by the Board to contact Mr. John Thomus Evans
of Duncansville, Pa,, as part owner of the MARVEL, have
been unsuccesasful.

" THE_FOLLOWING APDITIONAL PERTINENT F

That the IEVIN J. MARVEL was documented as a freight
vesgel for %4he coasting trade.

That although the IEVIN J. MARVEL was documented as &
freight vessel for the ceasting trade, it vas in fact
outfitted and equipped to carry passengzers for hire.

That at the *ime of the eazualty the vessel hnd 23
persons on ucard as paying passengers.

That the IEVIN J. MARVEL was an uninspscted vessel.

That the propulsion of the IZVIN J. MARVEL vas
augmented by a motor-propelled yawl durlag various
portions of the voyags.

That the yawl toat was used as an auxiliasry means of
propulsion “o maintain ths schedule advertised.

That it was asdvertised by the owners that the IEVIN
J. MARVEL met "all requirements of meritime safety
and standards.”
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57.

58.

59.

63,

04.

65-

That the vesscel was not equippes with anr lilebosis,
1ife refts, life floats or other 1if=ziving devices
excopt for lLife preservers and o few rubber play rafts.

Thst the verszl was last hauled aui at Boog Brothars
Company, Baliimors, M., on 5 Augus® 1754.

That a svrvey of the FARVEL vwhila nsvled sut on that
date disclo:ed that she required exisnsive coulking
and otkexr repalrs due to age, inhersnt hull wesk-
ness ard a recsnt gi-cunding.

That ag a reoult of thet survey, tecporary remirs
were effectad to the underwater Lods, such renalrs be-
ing bagad or minimal operaniional rescuirements for the
195/, season <only.

Thet thke crew of the vessel was not sasquate to ope-
rate ths verssl with safeily.

That the wveszel did not carry a propex lockout es
reguired by Article 29 of the Rules of the Road.

That neither the Masisr nor any of the crew membars
poeaessed any license, validated Merchant Mariner's
Iocurert or Pfurt Security Card issued by the U, S.
Coast Cusrd.

That the 20--{oot motor-povered yawl did not have a
Cortificate of Number issued by the U. 3. Coast Gusrd,

That ths yavl boat, under power, wzs frequently used to
carry rasseingers to snd from the vesuel without having
on board a ilcensed operator.

That pertions of the wrecksage which were recovered indi-
cate an execasive amcunt of rot in structural mewbsrs of
the vessel.




CONCLUS 105
from the facls contaired herein, 1t i3 eonciuded by the Bocrd

That M. John . Meckling and M, John Thomas tvans are the respon-
sible owners and operators of the LZVIN J. MALVEL,

That during the voyage starting from Anrapelis, id,, on £ Augost 1955
¥r. John #, Mockling was the Mastor of the IFVIV J. YARVEL,

Teat the casualty wazs Girectly czusad by *he urveawurihy cordiiion of
the IZVIMN J. VARVEL,

That the vnseavorthineas was due to ths paor vhyelsaa]l condition of
essential hull structurss and [ittinga, vhich had buen neglecied by
the mmnaging owner,

That a contributing cause was the poor judgmert naed Ly ¥r., Meckling in
taking his vensel from a safe meoring in the face of Kknown bad-woather
warnings.

That the vessel was inadequately mannel, vwhile carrying passenﬁers for
hire, to opesrate x{ith saflety.

That in spite of directives lssued by the Coest Guard setting forth
conditions with which the vessel must comply to be exempt from inspec-
tion, the Master continued tc operate contrary to said directives by
propelling his vessel with the yawl toat as an suxillary meaps of iro-
pulsion, thus removing ths MARVEL from the category of "uninspected
sailing vessel.® '

That the responsibls owners resorted to misleaiing and false sdvertis-
ing by implying that the vessel met requirements of safely standards,
such standards being in fact nonexistant,

That additional. violations of Tederal Statutes were commitised as fol-~
lows:

a. The IEVIN J. MARVEL, documented as a freight vessel for the coasi.-
ing trede, did in fact ocarry persons exceeding allowsnces under
Title 46 USC, Sect. 882,

b. Failure to maintain proper lookout (violation of Article 29, In- -
lard Rules of the Road, Act of 7 June 1896 c.4, Sect. 1, 30 Stat.
102, as anended). : '

e. Failure to employ a Master and crew in possessicn of Port Security
Identification Cards or Merchant Mariners® Documents (violation of
Title 33, C.F.R., Chapt. 1, Subchapt. K, Part 121.02(f)).

d. Violation of the Mumbering Act of 7 June 1918 (Title 46 USG, Sect.
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Tone Bcard recommends

1. That this casc be referrac o the U. 3. Attsrrey Gensersl for prosseu-
«

tion undar authority of Titls I GO0 1115.

2. Trat in view of the pravity of .45 case znd the foregoic: rocorzana-
tion, action cn edditional violetiocen should e withiwld pendlirpy dispo~
sitiorn by th: Attorney Gensral,

3. Trat the outsianding effaorts of Mr. «iilem X, leWilliaqs ard ', George
L. ¥illam in effectirg the rescus 37 some survivors at great porsonal
risk be appropriately recognized by the Commandant, 1.5, Coast Cuard.

4. That legislation be sought placing ail bouts, and vessels, of any tjpe,
size or means of propulsion which carry ons or more passengers for hire,
under Federal inspection.

After moking the above recommendations, the Board adjourned to awaib
action of the corvening authority.

(signed) 1. C. Noore
H. c. m
Captain, USCG, Chairman

(signed) E. H. Thiele
E. E. THIEBLE
Captain, USCG, rember

(signed) Alfred W, Xaberoagel
ALFEED {. YABERWAGEL
Captain, USCG, Yember

(signed) J. N. Conyeau

J. N, GOFYEAU
lieuterant Commander, USCG, Recorder
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