UEDED STLIWS CuaST GUaRD

SHEDANT KV
- fioast Guard 5 January, 1951
dendyuarters Pilez {NOTTINGHAM-ROCIIOUD =9 Bd

© Wushington 25, D. G-

#rom:  Chief, Merchant Vessel Inspection Division
T Comaandant
Vis: Chief, Ulfice of Merchant Marive Safety

Subj: Marine Hoard of lnvestigation into the cepaizing of the NOTTIHGHAM,
with loss of life, in the vicinity of [(leveland Harbor, Ohio, on
17 vatcbor, 1960. T

Ia Pursuant to the provisions of Titls 46 CFR, Part 136, the recoerd
of the lkarine Beard convened to investigate subject casuvalty, together
with its Findinge of Faet, Opinions and Recommendations, has bsen reviewed
and is forwarded herowith.

2o On 17 OGetober 1950 during the nightiime, for the purposas of stationary
meoring over a pipeline to discharge sund, the 5SS ROCKNIOD, a sandsucker
type vessel of 1.280 G.T., passed her after port mooring csble to the Motor
Tug NOTTINGHAM, 14 G.T., for sscuring to = por% querter sgchor bucy. The
ROTTIKGHAM made two unsuacesaful apprcaches to the anchor buoy., 4&pparently
on the third eporoach, the ROTTINGHAM fouled the cable cf the snshor buoy
#ith the moorin; cable {rom the ROCKWOOD and as the ROCKWIOD had way on, her
mooring cable tautened, upending or turning and espsizing the NOTTI GHAM,
which resulted in the drowning of her 3 crew members in s position 1 mile
scuth of Hothinghsm Red Buoy, 24 miles off Cleveland, Ohio. The westher
conditions were light :outhwest wind, light swells, darlk, end clsar wvise
ibility. &8 e result of this casuelty, the following 3 crew members of the
NOTTINGIAM loet their lives:

Bdward 1. Herts
Faul Glatier
Join Kazimer

S The Board made the following Findings of Facts.

"(1) That the vessels involved in this casualty were the Motorhboet
NOTTINGHAYN, a work tug, Official Number 256465, 14 gross tons, owned
and operated by the serritt, Chapman end Scott Corporatiocn, 1648
Standerd Building, Clevelsnd, vhio, sn uninspected vessel, and the
SS RICKWOOD, a sandsucker~-typs vessel, Official Number 77562, 1290
gross. tons, owned and operated by the XKelley Islund Lime and Trans-
portation Company, Cisveland, Dhic, last inspected on the 4th of
April, 1950 et Sendusky, Ohio.

{2} That thu 58 ROCK.)UD was carrying e carge consisting cf 1300
tons of sande

{2} That the weather conditions atthe time of the casualiy werex
4ind SB, Light; Sea, light swells; Derk, clesr and rood visibilivy.
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(4} Thaet the following named crew memberas of the NOTTINGHAN lost

“their lives by drownings: REdward T. Hertz, 10011 ¥adison Avenus,

Cleveland, Uhioj Paul Glerer, 1227 ch:ngtcn Avenue, lorain, Oniocj
and Johr Kazimsr, Fairport, Ohic.

(5} That at or sbout 0215, 17 Ucteber, 1950, the S8 ROCKWOOD
completed loading her cargo of sand atthe pumping grounds, which

sre looated Horth of Fairgort Harbor, Onio, and in Lake Krie. She
then left the pumping grounds and proceeded to the Nottinghem Tunnel
intake Area.

(6} Thet the Hottingham lnteke Tunnel is & Public Utilities Project,
contracted for by the Merritt, Chapman and Scott Corporation, whe are
now gngzged in laying a pipeline from the shoreliine, te extend cut

into Lake hrie for u distence of three miles, and as the verous ssoctions
of pipe are placed end seourad on the lake botiom, they sre covered
with send. That this is The operation in which the sandsucker ROCK=
WOOD was ongaged. The Nottinghem Intake Tunnel Area is nine and a

half miles Rortheast of the Clevsland riest Pisrhead Light.,

{7) Thet the ROCKWOOD arrived ia the vicinity of the Tuanel Arsa

at 0410 LSY, and at approximatsly 0430, the HB NOTVINGHAN ceame slong=
side mnd Mr. Alfred Wiskiod, & berritt, Chapmen snd Scott civil
eaginesr, boarded the ROCKACGD end went up o the pilot house of said
vossed, Thet while in the pilot house, the master of the ROCKWOOD
and Mr. diskind discussed the verious maneuvers necessary in the
placing and mooring of %the NOCKWOUD, preparetory to discharging her
sargo of sand into a hopper and subsequently osver ithe pipeline,

(8} That in this particular operation, four srchor buoys are plased
two on esach side of the pipeline and spaced 5007 to 60C feet apari,

eund the aapdaucker’s four mooring cables are secured to the anchor
bucys and the vessel is then properly placed and statiopary. The foup
mooring cablaes sboard the RICKAGUD are three-guarter inch steel cables,
500 feet in length, ‘we forward and two aft,

{9} That af'%er the master of tho ROCKWOOD docided to use the after
ceble lirst, iuw. Sisikind. left the pilot house end walked aft towards
the fantail, The MB NOTTINGHAY then went to ths stern of the ROCKWOOD
end heulsd the ROCKKGOD?s cable aboard. Thres men comprised the orew
of the BOTRIAGHAM. The end of the osble with the sye wes left lying
on tae deck and then the cable was secured to the towposts of the
NOTTIHGIAM. ¥hen Mr. Siskind arrived on the fantail, he found the
first mete and s watchman of the ROCKROOD stationed on the fanteil
and on duty. aAfter the tug NOTTINGHAM hed the wooring cable secured
te her towposts, whish were located emidships, the first mate of the .
ROCGKWOOD stood by and operated the deck winch, and Fr, Siskind plaoed
himseif at e affer bulwarks to De in a proper position to see and

_direct the waneuver or operation. The first mets was also in a pos=

itionm where he could see the tug HOTTINGHAM while said tug was
attempting to atbtach the mooring cable to the buoy,
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(10) That the SS RUCKNWOOD arrived atthe pipeline area from the
sastward and proceeded to the southward of the four buoys, end after
the cable was attached to the NOTTINUHAM, the ROCEWOOD turned and
headed in between the four lucys, keeping the southwsst buoy close
pboard. The spsed of the RIUCKNOUD at this time was between one end
two miles per hour, a bere stesrageway. The NJTTINGHAM then hauled
away on the cable as it was being payed out from the deck winch on
the ROCKH#GOD, tihen this menouver sturted, the stern of the ROCKWGOD
wag approximately fifty feet to the esstward of the southwest buoy,
This distunce kept increasing due to the forward motion of the ROCK-
WO0D. The NOTTINGHAK towed the cable to the southwest buoy and as
the boat apnroached the buoy the crew of the motorboat attempted to
secure the cable to the bucy, the first attempt being unsuccessful as
was the second attempt, Durin; these meneuvers, the NOTTINGHAM's
searchlight was used continuously and wes being played on the buoy.

- fhat at the third uttempt to secure the cable to the buoy, the sand-

sucker ROCEWOUD was 350 feet away f rom the buoy and the cable on the
winch drum had reached its bitter end., During this time Mr, Siskind
was giving the first mate the signals and when the cable reached the
bitter end the signal "stop” was given end he waved his flashlight

and yelled to the crew of the NOITINGIAM to let go the cable, Just

at this moment the NOTTINGHAM' s searchlight pointed upward mimentarily
and then disappeared from sight. :

(11) That there was no definite or positive code of signals used
between ths two vessels for this operation,

(12} That the Motorboat NOTTINGHAM capsized at or about 0515 EST,
17 Jdetober, 1950, That st this hour of the morning it was still
dark and due to the distence the sandsucker was off from the motor-
boat, 350 to 400 fest, it was impossible for the men standing by on
the stern of the RGCK¥ID to ascertain as to whal was happening or
hed already happened to the motorhboat.

(13) That the master of the ROCKWOJD was then potified of the accident
snd an anchor was lowered a short while after, After the vessel wss

at anchor, a lifeboat was lowered snd the Coast Guard Lifeboat Station,
Cleveland, vhic, was notified by the radio phone, This message was
intercepted by two of the Merritt, Chepman and Scoti tugs, and they
arrived on the scene within fifteen minutes of the accident. The
lifeboat, which was manned by the crew of the RUCKNOOD started to
search the area of the uccident, and upor reaching the southwest buoy
the MB NOTTINGHAM was found floeting bottomside up, alongside the buoy.
Thet one of the crew members of. the NOTTINGHAM was Found floating in
the water & short distance fromthe buoy. The body was taken aboard

the lifeboat end artifiocial respiration was applied, The lifeboat
orew thsn rowed back to the RICKAOOD and the body was taken abosrde.
The Coust Guard picket boat then came alongeide and two Coast Guardsmen
continued applying artificiel respiration to the drowned men, After
8ll efforts of resuscitetion failed, the man was proncunced dead.

The search for the remaining two men was continued for the remainder
of the day-
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{14) That the MB WOTTIHGHEM sank shortly after it was dlscovered
floatlng.alongalde the buoy bottomslde upq

(15) That at’ daybreak, the follow1ng stops were taken to raise the
NOTTINGHABs The cuble was slipped off the 8um of the deck winch of
the ROCKWOUD and wes. heuled aboard a tuge and when the cabile lead was
straight up and dowh, & derrick seow .was placed over the ‘spots. Two
divers were then sent down sund when they reached bottom thay saw the
sunken NOTTINGHAMs An oxamination was made and it was noted that the
mooring cable of the ROCKWOOD was s tild secure to the. towposta of the
NOTTIRGHAM and the sye of the ceble and the hook attached to the eye
was 8lso secured and fast to the towposts, The motorbost was then °
raiged out of the water, It was noted that the ond of the cable had’
slipped back to the towposts of the' NOTTINGHAM and the hook in the
eye 0f the cable was hooked to the cable that was passed sround the
towpostse 1t wss also noted that the motorboat was resting on the.

goncrete anghor of the northwest buoy and the buoy itself was pulled
.undar water by the cable of the ROCKHDO]o . .

(16) That the other two bodies were fuund several days later, snd .

.at the Coroner's inguest it was ravaaled that «ll thrae deaths .were
‘due to drowninge

(17) That the sandsucksr RUCKWOD had delivared and discharged four=
teen cargoes of ssnd preovious to the 17th day of Jctobery 1850, ‘and
had used the same tactics and manelvers as were ussed on the mornlng
of . tha accldunt.-

The Board'QXPFESSGd the following Opiniona:

"{1) That tha master, mate, and various crew maphers of the ROCKWOOD
who were on wabtch, were at their p#oper Btatlonb and pearforming their
ﬁ@sks in 8 eeamanlike menner and giving ccmplaté co=oparation to .

Mra leklnda the Herritt, Chapman snd Scott Corporatlon representatxveo

{2y That the parsonnal of the Nerritt, Chapman and Scott Corporaticngj

who were difectly in charge of the pipeline operation, did nect use .
suffioient sufety precautlons or foresight in sllowing thé orew of the
MTTIKGHAM to secure the mooring oable of the ROCKNOGD to the motors
boat’s towposts in such s manner that it would be almost 1mpoasible

to ralsase the cable quloklyq :

(5) Thet since thxs operstion was performéd in darknesa and ginae

.the distande between the two vessels at the time of the d@u1den+ WEE

350 to 400 feat. it was imposaible for the witnesses to see what
was actually happening aboard the, LB NOTTINGHAM or what causad her
to G&pblﬂeo .

(4) That sinoe sll ths crow mambers of the NJTTIHGEAM,perlehed, thefx

. Board lacked complete koowledge of what haposned on,bnard the

NOTTINGHAM causlng her to cupsizey
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(6) It is also the opinion of this Koard that the'employees of the
lierritt, Chapmen and Scott Corporation were directly responsible
for the mccident. -

(6) That the estimated monetary damege to MB NOTTINGEAM is $3,000.00."
Ba The Board made the following Reccmmendations:

/

"(1) It is recommended that a letter of admonition be sent to the master
of the 38 ROCKROOD for his dereliction in not assuring himself of a

clear and concise understanding of the direct responsibility of this
maneuver or operations, end also for not establishing a definite code
of signals which would provide for a quiok and ready release of the
cable in an emergency.

(2) 1t is recommended that a letter be sent to the management of

the Merritt, Chapmsn and Scott Corporstion pointing out that more
thought should be given to gafety precautions, and that this casualty -
elearly indicates that a positive means for a quick and ready release
for ombles &s used in this and similar operations should be established.

(3} 1t is recommended thut no further mction be taken with respect

to the preferment of charges ageinst personnel involved, pursusnt te
Title 46 CFR 136,09=35,"

REMARKS

6o It is noted that & copy of the precept convening the Board is appended
to the record of t he subject investigation., The original precept is to be
forwarded to Headquarters and mude & part of the reoord in lieu of the oopy
as submitted. '

T The Beard designated the Travelers Iasurance Company as a party in

interest to the investigation and accorded W. A. Bldridge of MoKenney,
Merrick, Artig and Stuart all the statutory rights and privileges of a
representative of a party in interest., In generel a party in interest to

an investigation of a marine casualty is any person who caused or contributed
to. the cause of the casualty including owners; charterers, and agents involved
in veasssl operation. An insurance company concerned only with the econdmie
results of a casuslty has no direct interest in the investigetion, and
acoordingly, does not meet the reguirements of a party in interest,

8, Opinion 2 of the Board refers to “personnel™ of the Merritt, Chapman
and Scott Corporation who were directly id charge of the pipeline operation,
and opinion 5 refers to "employees™ of the lierritt, Chapmen and Scott Core
poration as responsible for the subject casualty. Additional information
should have been submitted by the Board indicating the specifis person or
persons who, in their opinion csused or contributed to the cause of the
casuanlty,

Se Opinion 4 of the Board states that the Board lacked complete knowledge
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of what happened on board ths KOTTIRGHAM cau81ng her to cap51zaj Thie
statement should have been elaborated on, as required by tho provisions of
RS 4450, as amended, and the reguletions thereundsr, by indicating the cause

of the casunlty insofar as such csuse was ascertainable,

states that the master end certain other crew
members ontwoard the RICKHIUD were at thelr propsr stations and performing
their tasks ia a sesmanlike muanner and gave complete cooparation to the
reprasentative of the Merritit, Chapman and Scotl Corperation. Hecommendation
1 of the Board states thut a lotter of sdmonition be sent to the master of the
RUCKAEQCD for hisg dereliction in connection with the subject essunlty. This
sseming inconsistency should hsve besn resolved by the Hoard,

10, Upinien i of the bo

o

11, Ihe recommendation of the buard that a letter be sent t¢ the management
of the serritt, Chepman snd JSeott @Qorporation pointing out that rore thought
should be piven te safeby preceutions is diseppreved, Thare i3 no evidence

in the record which would indicate the lack of approprists safety precautions -
in operations under the jJurisdiction of the lerritt, Chapman gnd Scott Coere ﬁ
poretion, aside from possible improvement in the mooring csb&é release arrangéo
ments on small towbsats. The Commander of the 9th Coast Guard Distrist is to
furnish the person in charge of the project under the juris@iction of the 3

Merritt, Chapman and Scott Corporation in which the subject basualty ocourred
with a copy of the Board's raport, together with the Commandant?s acticn
thereon following approvale .

i2. Subject to the f orsgoing remarks, it is recommended that the Findings
of Fact, Opinions srd Bocormendations of the Marine Board of Invastigstion
be aspyroved.,

Lo

fef BV, C. CLBAVE
EDis Co CLEAVE

Ind=1 : 16 Jenmary, 1951
{ HO TTI SGHAM-ROCKWOOD a=9 Bd)

Froms Chief, Jffice of iwrchant karine Safety
To: Commandant

~

Forwarded, recommending approval.

/s/ €, C. SHEPHEARD
K. Co SHEPHGARD
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! APPROVED: January 17,19

/s/ VERLIN O°NEY }
MLRIGAN QF NbJI .a..lL
Vice Admiral, U. 8. Coest Guard
Commandant




