COMMANDART
U B COAST SUARD

Froam: Chief, Merchant V&ul Inspection Division
Tos Commerdast - = .
Via:s Chief, Qffios of Msrchant Marine Safety

Subj: Marine Board of Investigation; SS PICFEIR - W/V WALLSCHIFY (German),
ocllision, 5t. Clair River, 2 October 195)

1. The SS PIONEER, a bulk freighter of 5316 g.t., wvas downbound and the
N/V WAL SCHIFY (German,, a freighter of 882 g.t., was wpbound in the

8t. Clair River on the evering of 2 Uctober 1953. The weather was clear,
nc wind, and the visibility was good. The PIONEER downbcund with a 3 to
5 mile current passed under the Floe “ater Bridge appraxisately in mid-
channel with the upbound WAILSCHIFF in sight on the WALLSCHIFF's laft
side of the channel close to the shore. The PIONEER elected to pass
starboard to starboari and gave the required two-blast sigmal and changed
course to the left. The WALLSCHIFF did not oomply with the signified
slection of the PIGNEER and changed course to her right, end although
collision-avoiding mction was then taken by both vessels, a collisiom
resulted at about 230C in approximate position esst of Fert Gratiot Rear
Range Light on the international bouniary lime. As a result of this
casualty the WALLSCHIFY sank and the pilot en board died of maturel causes.
The damere snstained hy the PIVYER was estimated at $.0,000.

2. Pursuant to the provisions of Title 46 C,F,R, Part 136, the record of
the Marine Board of Investigatisn convemsd to imvestigats subject casualty,
together with its Findings of Fact, Conclusioos and Becommenistions, bas
been reviewed and is forvarded berevith. :

3. Conclusion, paragrapn 15, of the Board states as follows:

w]S, That the master of the WALLSCHIFY viclated Rules 20, 3
and 26 (33 USC 2085, 288 amd 291 respectively) of the Pilot
Rules for the Great Lskes amd Connecting amd Tributewy Watere
and the St, Mary's River, in that hs failed to obseérve the )
right of way of ths downbound vessel; that he did not respoad
with the same signal, anl that he did pot sound the danger
signal; and that he falled to reducs his speed to bere
steersgevay, axd, if nscessary, stop and reverse.®
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Fles 20, 23, and & (33 UST 285, 28¢, and 289) are not applicable to

s .reigr. vessels, as unier the provisions of tae Act of 8 Tebruary 1895

(35 U5C 241) such rules are only apilicable %o public and private vessels

of the United States upon the Great lukes and their coanectirg and tributary
.aters. The WALLSC.TiT was, however, subject to the corresponding pilot
rules lawfully established by the Cormandant of the U. S. Coast Guard while
. *ne americen side of the St, Clair kiver; but the penalties provided by
Sec. 2 are only recoverstle for vicla“ion of “this Act” (22 Stat &49). In
view of this fact, and since the Macter of the WALISCHIFF testified that his
navigation was on the Canadian side of the St. Clair River, ani the Board
f>unl that the eollision occurrsd in the wvieinity of the internstional boumd-
ary line, without specifically esta’lishing the position of the WALLSCHIFY
st the time the violations are stated to bave occurred, the informstion in
the record wvould not sustain any actisn for the assessment and sollection of
ny civil penalties. .

L. The Recommendation, paragraph 3, of the Board that foreign vessels on

the Great lakes be under the control of competent personnel 1s concurred with.
7t is noted that paragraph 7 of the “ourd's Conclusions states that there was
no mvidence to indicate that the ptlct of the WALLSCHIFF failed to perform
tae duties and responsibilities of his position.

5. Sutlect Lo the foregolng remarks, it is recommended that the Findings of

tact, Conclusions and Recommendations 5¢ the Marine Board of Investigatlon be
approved.

PAUL E, SAVQIS

Acting
FIRS” ENDURSEMENT @ MVI memoranium of 7 Jamuary 1954 M
20 Jamary 1954
Fran: Chief, Office of lMerchant Mar.rx Safety -
To: Comnandant .
Forwarded, recommending approval.
R. A. SMYTH
Acting
APPROVED: = !
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iter full and rature dsliberation, the board finds ms follows:
| | PIIOINGS OF TACT

1. The SS PICKEER. Usited States registry, a Great lakes bulk freightar, O.%.

303941, hao 8 631607 ard 5021 KT; her pegistered dlmensions are 0440z 542 2
31%.0. She hes a tiwee oylinder, triple expansion, reciprocating stocax engise of .
1650 HP ulth tuo Scotch Marine bollers having a working pressurs of 190 psi. This
vesgel, tuilt in 1907 at Yyandoite, Micaigan, i3 ovned by Clevsland-Cliffs Stosm-
ship Cowpany, 100 West 10th Street, Wilaingtom, Delsuare, and wapagal by Clsveland-
Clif?s Ivoa Compeny, l4ith Floor, Union Commercd Building, Cleveland 14, Tale.
U{lmington, Deslsware, 13 the homs port. ‘ , o S
2. Tac N7 JALLSCHITF, Germen registry, an ocean freightar, 0,F. 962£0, bas an -
882 CT and 756 WY undar deck; her registersd dimersions are 205'.8 x31'.9 z
16¢.6. She bas & six cylinder, four oycle dissel engime of 1000 HP with direct
drive. This vessel, built in 1953 at lauvenburg, Blbe, i{s owred by the Paitemrscd-
WNallschiff Corporation, Her port of registry is Hasbtrg, Germany. '

3. The 8S PIOFEER departed Superior, Wisconsin at 096 (EST), 30 September 1953
with a load of 9,004 tons of Erie iron ore bound for a lake Erie port. 3She was

to receive her fiml destimation orders at Detroit, Michigan on the downbound run.
The PICNEER, carrying a slight starboard list on departure, bad the following daraft
readings: 19'=3" forward, 19'-8" amidship, 20%'=1" aft.

4. The VALLSCHIFF begen ber voyage on the Tth of Septesber 1953 at Antwerp, Pol- |

glom. Aftsr several ports of call, she departed Detroit, Michigen, at 1630 (BS1),

2 Ootober 1953 hbcn.tbreforaperiodafnbmtnimm“hsr(%)bo.
ten and one half (10%) hours. The motor vessel wae carrylng 325 zetric tons of
ghoet steel; her draft was 89-6" forward and 111-6* aft., She wvas upbound to s~
kegon, Michigan,

5. Doth vessele continued their trips without incident until arriving in tha upper
end of tae St. Clair River, at the Fort Huron, Michigan~-Sarnia, Ontario area. -

6. The veather in the Port Huron—Sarnia srea at the time of their arrivel and
at the time of the collisfon vas clear and calm vith good visibility. The night
was black. Tha flow of water in the £t. Clair River is from lake Huron Southezly
to leke Erie., In the arsa of the ocollision the currents are sirong, three to five
miles per hour under normal conditions. - :

7. The Cleveland-Cliff's vessel logged ing the lake Buron Lightehip (LL 749)
at 223/ aocording to ber deck log (see Exhibit 2), and 2237 acoording to her rough
engine room log. Captain O'Isary was piloting kis wvessel on the Point Bdward's
Range (LL~740 and 741) in the approach channel to the St. Clair River entrance;
besides the Captain, Mortimer McDomnel, the 3rd Mate, and James Pulley, the vhoela~
man, were in the pilot house. The lookout, James J. McAlley, was on the port side
of the forccastle deck near the bow. The ship was traveling at full speed, about
11 miles per hour, followed by the SS TOM GIRDIER about one half (}) mile astern.
The PIONEER's redsr was turned on and operating. : '

&
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f.. ‘On board the WALIBCKIFF, Captais Niasen was relaying vrdirs from tho #atlivy-

waster {Filot) Pattsrseon $o his wieelsman, ‘Hains-lerner Schulte, Hans Kisln wus

. on the port bridge ving as logkout. Thelir vessel was mot squipped with veder.

Thay were turning over for a speed of epproximtely 11.) koots {(or about 23 =ilos
par bour) and mad paszsed an vpbound lake ter below Courtuyright, Opleris,

- arriving at the Fort Horon Traffie Buay (IL-733) .off Sarnia, they pessed tiia

tony about K0 feet on their port side, Proa thad point, accarding to Gipisia
Zissen, they headed on Bay Poimt Light (11-737) for swhile, then cams left &bt &
slight angls, passing about 625 feei absaan of Bay Poiat Light (ses Exhibit 45

5. The Mster of the VALISGHIFF testified that be first sav the PIGREER whwa 1t

 was §5 the vicinity of the Blue Water Brisges he fixed bis owm poeition on the

(11~738 and TI9). Sesing :: Westoott boat in the vieini

Coradian side of the channel (position X1 oo Bxhivit 4). Testimeny of Capiain . -
0'leary on the PIOKEER indicated -that is first sighted the WALLSCHIFY wisp ks own.
vossel was about e boat langth (500 feet) Scuth of the Blus Vater Rridge. i -
placed the WALLICHIFY et this time at the Waterworks arib on the Americun nife,
10. Testimony of both John C. Diller and Clifford McGinnis, emplayeos of . Host- -
cott's Marine Reporting Station, placed the WALLSCHIFF cloze to the Americsn shars~ ;
1ine as she approached snd passed their station. Mr. Diller obserwed the situva-
tion develop and witmessed the resultant eollision from the dMestoott Station
poreh. n-.mmumumm:memzmmgmammu-ma“- ’
the WALLSCHIFP's pams. He then pulled abeed or to the Northard to be in a positisn

to intercept the PIOREER. v N ‘ PEERTAEE R

11. As the PIONEER hed coms under the Blue Water Bridge ber hels vas smidohip ta
allow the current to bring the ship around to the la

1% 4 b :
Ceptain O'leary testified that he realised the bDoat wvas oo cloge, to the Awsrican -
shore to Euuson_thnouvmuo side so he blow two blasts (see Exhibit 1, =
position X2). Acecarding to Mr. James H, Pulley, PIONRER wheelsman, ‘ i

Captain
' 0'lsary gave the order "Left some more” at the tizs he blsv tvo blests. Heering

no answering signal, the PIONEER blsw the dapnger. sigml and rang the ship's geu-. -
eral alarm; Mr. Pulley stated that he received the order, *Hard left®, immsdiately .
after the danger sigmal was blown, o ' ;

12. Testimony of the PIONEER's master indioated the upbound vassel cut across .
channel toward the Canadian side after the PIONEER's denger nignal was sounded.
Third Mate MoDonnel and lookout MeAlley indicated that Csptain O'lsary blew
another two- blast signal followed by a gecond danger sigmel. The captain wes not

sure whother or not bs had blown a sscond series of vhistle signals. | .
13. On the other hand, Captain Nissen testified that the downbound ship blew one. '

blast which he answered on the advics of his pilot, Patterson. He slso ipdicated
that ho bad been ovinging on an easy sterboard rudder prior to m vhistle s‘igx{nh.;_f‘_:

danger signal. Pilot Patterson said nothing in response to the captain's guestion,
"What is wrong there, I see a green light", nor 4id e say anything more when he,




rectly stated wbare this bearing vas

i
. <

heard the rnuger sigoal Bl Bayhlﬂ Piasen m atated that hs aa:a- wn- ﬂ.;xaf
- Mﬁ up full setern, and blev thpeo Ddlaats, .

LT

4. M, MGimmis wtsmmtthuﬁmm éu;nr 115
then two blasts, and tim danger sigmal egaln, 1. Dilley stated be heerd tao .
blaghs froc the FIOSTER and bar danger signal. E@i&a-dmmﬁg%b;
mmmmm.mmmx. S

15. mymm-mmumwummmm 1sticate that' thay vore

"

_ somsvhers betveen 3,730 and 4,700 foot apert when when they firet eighted ons another

aod that the first vhistls eignals were blown when the ships wers one-quarter {{)
""M(ﬁ.é)of « 3ils apart. T

Captain 0'lesry imdica edicated ks cams from full speed ahsad to full spoed estern
vhntbshiplua-bontmrntmﬂ the PICNEER's log indicstes the speed .
change ocourred ons (1) mim prlorto{b .
mtbmtmemmwnm:bwtha

The ships ocollided at about a aine .
PIONEFR cutiing into the WALLACHIFF's port sids about five ‘
three hatch. - ‘

17. At the time of the collision mptdn Ot!Lsary, lt-.)bB , and ¥, Dills»
puoodmmmormpmmuwuum and the bew
WALLSCHIFF at about Rorthsast, Captain Hiasen Mmhndhisnhipae heeding al» - -
most Horth and the PIOREER approximetsly East. : ' :

18. The boling of the WALISCHIFF wes fifteen %o twenty feet forverd of the eupsir=
structire and spproxinately 150 feet from the bov. Captain Nissen plaesd the lo-
cation of the oollision at about 132°T, 1400 feet from Fort Gretiot Front Bange

Light (LiL~738) waich would be about 150 fest from the Isternationel Boundary ldne -
on the Canadian side. Question Nambar 180, page o
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PIONEER placed it at about 137°, 1050 feet from the sams land mark and on the
Amsrican side of the chanmel. It was the both les tho
the collision ocourred on the Canadian side of the chanmel. M. Diller checked
the time of ths collision es 10158 p.a.hr ' : ‘
office.,

19. After the ocollision the two vessels remained in ocoatact -

mm,mmatmcqmo'wyauuumwmwmmm |
out of the channel to shallow water. : ,,

foot of water in the vicimity of the two red spar buwoys (Cemmdian Buoys, unlisted)

' marking Bay Point 8 w.mmmmmt,mpmnumotmm

Light.




~ all hands o7 dedk. Afser Ceplain Niszen and lookeud Xlain assisbed the Sall ,
. paster 1o his feet ho sald, °I I troke ny Wg." Then a3 the aaptatn slisbed
_ %o tbs learing hrtdge sbove the vhmel hwmes, i, Pattarson wlked wery slowly to i85
doce in the vhewl Bouse which 1sd down to the capiain's quarters. Kein vt it - 0
% asslst on ths boat deck. ‘ , AR

21. Captain Fisssn obtained two 1ifs belis, throning coe doum to &lpﬂdﬁ m

for Mr, Patterson ami keeping one hizeelf. He returmed %o the pilot boupe Bt did
.. pot ses thw pilat, ¥e one sav him alive egsiny body vas later recovrsd and -
. examined by a Sarnia phyalofan. The coropsr's veport indicates tbe immadiste cames

of death to be coramary thrasbosis (ves atteched Mediasl Certiriesws of Deeth).

previously bad picied wp the elsven (11) mmwﬂmmva port boat.

23. The WALISCHIFF hed & port list so that the starbosrd doat could mot be L
launched. 7Tvo (2) mez, Soimlts and Klein, went over the starboard side sud mem. -
%o the Capsdian shore. Tue (2) others, vho bad jumped overboard, were picked up
S hwthoﬁutaotﬁbo&tuﬂhhntotbbﬂmobﬂ; later, Fort Huros Pollos -
/N took them to Ssrnis. The sscond mate, Kircherbsuar, clisbed over the bow of the |
| PIGNEER to the forscastle deck. o .

P
wooden ladder doun to the hat

25. As the two vessals separated and the WALLSOHIPF sank, the starboard ancbor of '
the PICNEER uas partially pulled out. Captain O'lLeary notified the Port Huren Goeast
Guard Station of the a/lnkmbyuuo-uhphou.ud dropped his port anchor.

26. Both of the PICHERR's 1ifebosts vere then Jowsred in an attempt to assist in

_ rescus opérations. Wr. mobnummmummm:mmgt the
PIOREER, went aft, jusped into the PIGHEER's port lifeboat, and essisted as & we-
bar of the boat crew. Mummopnmmthrmm,m”m‘_;
ortbol’lm“mdwwapMnMMuh, respectively, in an atiampt

~ to locate personnsl from the WALLSCRIFF. s

i




" sbout end returned to Foet Horon, Mohigan, 3be viad
- 0630, 3 Ootober 1953. Wanmeftﬁd-pmﬁ-up
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am; 7, sl

soachored, hove up hme“b

§'

E

.

“ (
glwa ©

parnisston to procsed to lorain, m,mm-ﬂm

=8, Mu&m&mmrmm«mauwen
ihm&utothcoomliom _

" (1) Remove and sensw: ' Fort side plates C-l, B-1, B+, J-1, and :—1&&1«
I~1, BStarbourd side plates BE-l, 3-1, J-1 asd 3-1 doubler, Irl- '

(2) Crop, remove, and renev; Maﬁnphmt-l,urnmmm E&r-r :
bonrdam plates C-1, K-1 and X1 doubler. \

~ (3) Remove and renev 27 feet of stem.

(4) Adjoining plates to be faired.
(5)m~uud1omwmhummmummury
(6)muwmmuhrm, renswed, and replaced.

29. Repaire oqhtdaﬂ&numﬁywﬁttm,mﬂm”ww o
servics at 2255, 15" Octoder 1953. |

- 30, Thtonmiuwitmm intmma:

(1) Timothy O'lsary, Master of the #Im, License Number 1550%; m
Stratford Avomo. Rooky River, Ohio.

(2) John N, nonmml, License Mumber 16&218; 181 Clover H.Au. Bufrlh,
Rov York. .

(3) Jemes H, Pulley, 2-9663633 1608 Rnwn Am, colzmb.u, ':m

(4) John J. muey z-1033650; 130 Qrove smt, :ohnnonwg, Paamyluah

{5) c.-orga Innhnbm, License m 84331; 723 Eaot 7xd Strest, Superior, ?
Wisconsin.

{6) C. B. Hanlon, Iicense m 1016323 17 m Sth St.raet, &rbor Buch,
Miochigan.




{7) Jom G. w, nem. Rmber 842081 127 Rock Strest, Muguetts, -
- Mehigan. »

(%) thomas X mmumumcmn mw m
| volmen M 'y M 2

(9) Quafrord HeCinnis, 28% Ehﬂ.ﬂc_ Avemme, m l-a-. Mehigun.
(10) John Diller, 23 Roml sﬁut. ‘Port Heron, Mehigea.
(11) Herman Vehlsing, nmlunhorlb;blnn.hhh, .
(12) Priedrieh Putersen, Ldoense Baber C4; losbeck, St. mm so.'
(13) Beins-werner Schults, Lanenburg Klbe, Strasse 81. ’
(14) Hans Klein, Goldinselfehmarn, Slaiswich, Holstein,
(15) Walfgang Kirchsnbauer, 45, Booinstrases §7, Kisl, Gernmany.
31. The following man vas deceased;
Farold A. Patterson, Seiliagmster (Pilot) of WALLSCHIFF, 19 Playter Boule-

vard, Tmnto, Outario, Camda; Canedian issusd Certificate Fumbsr 9624, issued
pril 1921,




" 3. That the Naster of the WALLSCHIPF, observing the descending PIOWCER, meairg =~
her red light, and hearing the passing sigml, slsctsd to seek his starbosrd gide
of the ohanobl, whioh action he instituted, hmving just passed tha Marine Repord-

ing Station (Westoott's lamding).

proposed by the PIONEER. ! _ |

5. That the Mester of the WALLSCHIFF either failed to ansver tiw PIONERR's pass-
ing signal, or any whistle reply by the WALLSCHIFY wvas not sufficlantly sudidle or .
distinguishable to be recognised as a navigatioval whistle sigmel. S

6. That nelther the master nor the mate on watoh op the WALLSCHIFF was gufficiently

\ . ) . . [,.»
4. That the Mester of the WALLSCHIFF failed to understand the passing sigoal a8 '

famdlisr with eppliesbls Pllot Rules. | \
7.  That thers is no wvidenos to indicate ibat the Pilot on the WALLSCHIV® fellsd -

. to perform the duties and respopeibilities of bhis positicn. '

8. That all pevigation lights on board both the PIONEER and VALLSCRIFF were burn-.
ing‘brightuwiortotbeol,luion. - B

9. That the pattern of a passing Qitmuon wvas uﬁmabd once the master of \
w'mmum;wo-uut-umlmmtmmnummwmm_v
VALISCHIFT to starboard. The river current, the bend in the river, the restricted . -

chanpel and the limited meneuverability of tbe PIOKEER under the circumstences L

uﬁonda&wtmﬁmt&eh&dtwm'th.pmmwnm ;

10. That the action of the master of the PIOKEER in backing wes {nstituted %00

be ,
~ late to be fully effective., Captain O'leary stated wWhen I saw that ve couldn't

avoid a collision, thea I put the engine full speed astarn." This backing action

should have been taken, at the latest, When the mester first blsw his danger sig- . -
mlo h > ' . ) . oY




DL Thet the VA LISCHIFF we- zmmam spbound. on 4w de&igm%eﬁ tinstioound chens
w1 side of the river just prior to sighting the PICEEER in the viainity of ths

Hve Hator Pridge, and thet the mster's radtoal tien to starhoerd in an gfiort

3o gt 1o the opposite alde of the chenpel without nﬂWag of tba pase-
mmwmmlwmuuw S ' *1

12,  That the collision coeurred approximataly on the Iatunt-&ml &;W:f m, .
duo Eest of the Fort Oratiot Rear Rangs Light (IL-739). : '

;}.3. mzmmeunmmmmnwthmo:mrmmm
ais bow in ocontast with the WALISCHIFPPF and in attempiing to push the holed vesssl
into shallow water provided additionsl time for smsrgenay abandormsat and mind.
. mised the risk to lives on board the WALISCHIFY. nrwwmwmamﬁ :
mumommummormum :

‘14, That the rescus activit: mmud by the le with 1'ca 1ifeboats hchd
direotion and effectivensss. -

15. That the mastér of the WALLSOHIFF viclated Rules 20, 23 and 26 (33 USC 285,
288 and 291 ctively) of the Pllot Rules for the Great lakes and Conmeoting
and Tributary Waters and the St, Mary's River, in that be failed to observs ihs
right of way of the downbound vessels ﬁhtbdmmtmpotﬂﬂththama;g-
nal, mmtmmmt-ommwrow;mdmtmamzom
hincpudtoharestoeragaw, and, Ltmmmy, atopandmm,

16, That tho master of mrmummm%(aamzcn) of the Greel =
Lakee and Connmoting and Tributary Waters and the St. Mary's River in that, bavixg
. approached wlthin ona—hal,f mile of the WALISCHIFF, he failed to reduce his spoed -
t0 bare steerageway and stop and mmubnhlnihdtcundmhndtha course
or intention of ths approaching ateamer, )

kil

PRINTIYA,

e AR e .

B i e,

17. That no feilure of material wvas involved.

-18. That po peraonnsl of the coutﬁmrdormotharmrmt Ageney oo-:t«ribu-»
ted to the casualty,

| 19. That tbe casualty could have been pro'nm’.od b,v compliance mu e.pplieshln
Pilot Rulu hy both vessels. v

b i

20. That no uancharted or incorrectly charted area or objects vere m\mlved. |

1. That the master of the PIONEER be chargod vith Imittention to m\‘.y (Gopy bf E’
Charge and Specification attached). o
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feh violatlon of Eulas 20,’“’]
' the Filot Rwles for the Sreat
= 5t. Morr's Rlves apd thal Wl
: R’sport Altachw 1}, p

sad Tiukan vessela,
iele L oaf the Coaven ;‘ isa
su, afgned al Hashing-.

-

t:eis ccnnza,ing anl

‘aseal (S’(L‘.;Li"" Geoadiar ang U
”fi rsca-menxail % rirbtee of
betysen ns Jui.aﬁ tafea arr

timas .  Ar ausikc a:san Sn“l- T8 one hg naa praven ha the aat tafaction of

eithor Capadlea o et nad Btetes nthorities that ho is familinr wilh the apali-'

cable Sileh Rlac aad wabers. Suok o recuirament would peceadnrily bo u ma%tsr
for interrpaticnal sgoocment botwesn the Uniled States and Cennds .

{signed) Harold C. Moore
EAROLD C, MOORE |
Captain, U.S. Coast Guavd, Chalrmdn

{gsipned) Ceorge P. Xenney Ly
CEORGE P. KENNEY L
Captadn, U.3. Coast Guard, Meuber f

(signed) iovia F. Sudnik

LOUIS F. SUDNIR o ‘

Ideutenant Commander, U.S8. Coast Gward,
¥omber N

(signed) Edward R. Tharp L B
EDWARD R. THARP ' T
Lieuterant Commendor, U.S. Coest Guard’ '
Recorder o

The boerd thon, a2t 5:10 Peile; sljournad to awalt tbe action of the eonvening Ae":»

suthority.

)

(signed) Yerold C. Moors
HAROLD C. MOORE
Captain, U.S._Coaet_Guard,AGhairmap

 {signed} Fdward A. Tnarp ' :
EDWARD R. THARP N
Lieutensnt Commander, U.3. Coast Cusxd -~ 7
Recorder ‘ , , Coy e
N
9 .
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