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Chief, Merchant Vessal Inspection Mvision
Commandant
Chief, O'fice of Merchant Marine Safety

Marine Bo-rd of Investigationy strauding and loes of
S5 QULRTETTE on Penrl and Hermes Roef, Torritory of
Rewaii, 21 Lecomber 1252

Purguant to the provisions of Title h6 C.F.R. Pert 136, the

record of the flurine Board conveuned to investigote subject casumlty,
togethier with its Pindings of fact, Opinions end Recanrendntions,
has beon revicwed and is forwarded hexevith, ‘

2,

On 16 Decenber 1952, the SS QUARTFATTE, a liborty type vessel,

deperted fron Honolulu with approximately 9,000 tons of milo maise in
bulk, consigned to the U, S, Army in Koren, The Master retainsd

of the navigotion of the vessel and an 20 December, miscalculated the
time of arrival and distance off Pearl and Hormes Recf, The Master
calculated that thoe CUARTETIE would pass nine or ten miles off Hormes
Reef at noon on 21 December, while in point of fact sho stranded on
this Reef at O710 21 December 1952, and has eince besan considered &
constructive total losz, The weather conditions immediastely preceding
g at the time of the atrending were favorsble, Ho loss of lifo or
injuries wers sustained as & result of this cagualty,

3.

The Board made the following Findings of Fact:

"1, That the 5S QUARTSTTIE is & U, 3, flag Liberty type
cargo veassl of 7,198 gross tona, officisl numbor 246279,
dullt in 194i. The cumcrs and operators are Standard
Steanship Campany, Lid., 129 Bouth State Streot, Dover,
Delaware, (an the voyage commencing at Gulvestan, Taxae,
or 22 November 1952, the Master was Christoforoe Catoambis,
License No, 49562, and the vessel was on voyage charter to
Hililary Sea Transpurtetion Servies, laden with spoproxi-
matsly 9,000 tons of enimal fodder {milc maize in bulk,
conaigned to the U, S, Army in Korea, Last Cosst Guard
inspecticn was ai Baliimore, Maryieud, 13 Novarber 1952,
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“2, That at 0717 (gone time plus eleven), 21 December 1952,
the S8 SULINUTYE stranded on tho east side of Pearl and Hermes
Roef in position Latitude 27%~ 51V - L5 Morth, Longituds
175431 -~ 12" est, The vepsol sufered extemsive bottom
damece und imaediate sttempts to refloat using the onzines
woro unouccessful .

"3, That tho crew consizting of thirty-six (36) man were
remcved on 22 December 1952, without injury or loss of life,
hy botts (rom ths 55 FRONT.NuC VICTURY and landed at Midway
Island ,

"4 That tha oceangoing tug ONO of 517 groes tous, apereted
by Islewey Ltd,, Honolalu, T, He, Grrivad et the sceno of the
stranding 25 Decamber 1955, put @ line on board and

both her anchors in an effort to preveat tho QUARTETTL from
rodng further on the recf’, That the Mester, Chief ‘ngineer,
and Redio Operetor of the 53 QUANITITE assisted in this
operaticn,

45, Thet on 3 Jumwry 1953 during stormy weathor, the tug
QO purted both anchars at the shanke and the S& QUARTLTIE
was driven broudside on the veef, whera battering by hosvy
sess caused further axtensive damage ta the hull, On &
January 1953, the vessel was declered a construotive total
loss by the owners,

"6, That the 53 QUARTETIL oalled at Honolulu for bhunkers,
arriving at about noon, 16 Decumber 1952 and deperting at
ahout 2230 the same doy,

"?7. Thet when the $S UARTLITTE departed Homolulu it was
apparently seaworthy, with the navigation equipment, con-
sisting of gyvo compesy, mugnetic ccmpasses, fathometer,
redlo direciion finder, chronameters, sextants &nd radie
equipnant, in operating condition, The vescel wes manned
by licensed and gcertificatsd personnel €8 required by her
cortificate of inspection,

"8, That upon departure from Homolulu, the Master set
various coursss Lo pass south snud weat of the Island of
Oahv and ncrrth and e&ct of the Island of Ksuai, to a
position on & Great Circls Course in Latituds 22%. 25 -
North, lcagitude 159°21¢ est,
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O, That the Wesiey accumsd &1l responsibhility for s
navigation of the vessal,

¥10, Thet the First, Second end Third Matos took sciie
eclestial observetions, during toir wmatshes ou 18, 19
and 20 Degenmbor, ond plotted them on & plouting sheet,

“11, Thut the Hester took various star cheervaticns
on the cvening of 18 and 19 Decenber end moridian
observations and sun lines ¢on 18, 19 end 20 Deteubst
and plotted the noon pesitions on UB.C, & G, 5,
mrt H .h,mo

“12. Thit none of the Maias checked, nar were required
to chock tho Mester's navigational work,

"13, That the last fix before the :ro nding was obtained
by celestial obecrvation at noon, 20 Decemhor 1952, which
vag Latitude 27°-0L* North - Longitude 1720.21¢ vest,

v, That the Master sot a course of 288°, true froa
the 20 Decamber noon pesition to pass 9 to 10 miles
north of Pesrl and Hormes Reef which he calculuted
would be abeuin at about noon, 21 Yscember,

"5, Thet the Hester's crlculated estimated time of
arrival) off Penrl and Hormes Reef was in error by
spproxdnately five (5) hours,

®16, That the Mester expected to be in the vicinity
of Pearl and Hermss Rsef during daylight hours,

"17., That the Master plannsd on cbtaining a £ix before
arriving in the vicinity of Pearl and Hermes Reef, and
Af unobtainuble, to ;Aive the area a wider berth,

18, That the Mester wus ealled by the Second Mate,
Jamos Mileos, shortly after midnight, 21 Decesber, due
to a shift of wind to the northwest, al which time he
went on the bridge snd changed the course to 290° true,
to allow for leeway,

*19, Thut when the Calef Mate, Issidoroe G, Kyriakes,
came on watoh at 0400, 21 December, he did not acquaint
himself with the ship’s position in relation to Pearl
ard Hermes Reof, or other dangers to nuvigation,
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‘ 520, That on the night af 20-21 Decerbcor, the Master
did not wri%e sny night orders, or oihoreiss leave ine
structiong for iho Nutce ceming en wich,

#1271, Thut mhortly aftar 0700 on the moxning of 21
Decemher, the lookout, iiickeolas Tuangsris, standing
hiz w.tch an the flying bridge ohmwerved whatl be
descrited sc & "white line" on the wt:r shead of
the ship, vhich ke rcparted to the Chiaf Mate uho
wes then atanding on the lower sterboard bridge wing,
and then the thisf Bute want to ths flyiag bridpe to
obacrve the reported objeot,

%22, Thit the Chisf Mute took no action wtdl aftor
tho vestcl struck the reef,; &t which timo he crdered
full astern on the vngins,

"236 That the vesscl airuck o Jeef on 8 heading of
290° true, at & specd of aporoximetsly 10,5 knots, 62
rovolutions,

#2lh, Thot the westher conditiong at the time of the
casuslty were: wind northwost, force 7, moderste
northvast sea und svell, partly overcast, esrly morning
twilizht, good visibility.

"25, Tai folled ng the grounding, tho Haster attempte
ed to refloat the vessel by using angine waneuvers on
the 21st of Necembor, without sucvess ard that he
dropped both anchors under the forsfoot,

"2&, Thet on the morning of the 22l of Devember, the
astarbcard lifehioat was lowerad in the weter, seceurod
alongside by painterz fore end aft, and the whole crew
embarked,

27, That watsr entered the boat through the hall or
its fittinge covering the floor boards in a matter of
minutes, and that because of this condition the crow

renoarded the vessel,”

k. The Board expressad the following Opinions:

"), Thet the primery csuee of this casvaliy was that
the Mecster, Christoforos Catsambis, falled to take
effcctive measures to prevent his vessel, the 53
QUARTTTZ, from stranding on Pesrl and Hormes Reef,
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2. Thew wh Mroter, Cuvirfofvrus Getowlis, wog in-
compoteny in thui he did not adminuter, and have Lhe
navigation conductsl, in wccordance with sccepted
ectablighed praculces,

"3, Ths% the Chief Maile, Iasidorcs G, Kyriakos
acglizent in thut ko feiled to stasd the 8,00-0800
watonh on 2k legemter 1952, oo bourd the SS (UARTEITE
in accordance with acwptad estatlished praciioes,

*4. Thst tho Chis{ Mate, Iessidoros G, Kyriukes, was
incompetent in thut he madse no aticcpt to prevent the
veegel from striiing the roof eftor mdghting & posciile
ohatrustion on tho vensel's courso,”

The Board nade tha following Rescmmendftions,

*1, That Chriswforos Catoanbis, Mester, 55 QUARTIITE,
be charged with neglizence amd Mcwpetmoe under the
provisions of R,S, LS50 looking to the suspension or
revocation of nds license,

"2. ‘That Issidoros G, Kyriskos, Chief Mate, SS QUARTETTE,
he charged with na ligence and incompetence under the proe-
visions of R,.S. Li50 looking to the suspension or revoca-
Won of his lieenss,

"3, That Headquartors review the proocedures involved
vhereby two obviously incompotent individuals, nenely,
Christoforos Catsamdis and lscidoroe O, Kyriakos,
obtained unlimitad Mastert's licenses,

uh, That Headquartars should verify whother or not
the lifeboat inspection conducted at the last snnual
inspaction, 13 November 1952, at Raltimore, Marylmd,
was adequate,™

RrFM/.RKS

The Opinions paragraphs 2 and 3 of the Noaxd relating to "accepted

estahlished pragtices” are not predicated on any evidenca in the record of investige-
tion or the Board's Findings of Fect and accordingly such references in the Opinions
are not comcurred with. In this conneetdion, it should be cbsarved that the Master ie




| 1
T@ief, W1 Nwicim o 27 Vebrwery 1953
M Comundant (SUGRTSTTE » C-l Bd)

responsibla for the s=fe navigetion of his vessel and the delegatica of auy
duties %o subordinute officers under this responsindlity remaine within the
diseretion of the Mustor to be exercised in his sound Jjuwignent for the sufety
of hle veesal,

7. Recormendation puragréph 3 of the Wourd is disspproved, The
procedures under statute law and repulutions for the licensing of officers
for service on private vessels would not permit the issuance of unlisdted
mster's 1ioenses to any obviously incopetent individuals. There is no
evidenoe in the record and thera is nothing in the 8card's report waloch
wonld indicate otherwise, Cosst Guard Headquartirs will, however, roview
tho records of the ;eter and Chief Mate of the WULRTLITE in order to
detormine whother any requirements under the statutes and regulotions
parseant thoreto vers not fully carried out in the issuence of licenses

to said poreons,

8. T™he Recommondatlon parsgreph L of the Joard that Heasdquarters
verify whother or not the lifeboat inspection condusted at the lest annual
inspection, 13 Noverber 1952 at Deltimore, Marylend, was adoquate, should
bave boen supported by the Board's Opinions and Gmclusicno indicating the
particulars and scops of the suspected inadequecy of tho lifeboat inspection,
Such information should have included the use of the lifeboat and its condi-
tion on board the vessel as affected by weather and other operating oonditions
7~ whloh might have had an effect botween tho dates of the inspostion and its use

following the stranding,

9. Subject to the foregoing remerks, it is recomended that the
Findings of Paot, Wmmmmﬁuammmwmu@
tion be approved,

/8/P. A, OVLNDEN
P. &, OVEND'N
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Chdof, MVI Mviston W 21 Pobruary 1953
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FIRST ' FNORSIM'NT 10 MVI memorandum of 27 Pebruary 1953 .|
27 Yebrusry 1953

. froms Chef, 0°fice of HMerchant Murinc fofoty

Tor Comsandant

Swbjs orine Rourd of Investigetion) stranding and lods of
St QL. RITTT on Pearl end Hoxmee Becf, Teiritory of
Bawail, 21 Decembar 1952

Forwardod, recormending approval,

Je/R. A, SI™
R. A. SHYTH
Acting

AP ROVIDs UAR 3 1953

MURLIN O'NEILL

O'NEILL .

Vice Admiral, U, S, Coast Guard
Conmandant




