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From: Chizf, icpchant Vessel inspoection Divigdon
To: Corzsordeat ‘
Via: Chizf, oftice of Merchant Marine Safedy

Subj:  Baries 3card of Investigations explesizn and sinking MB
SPrAETLIE (27 4 805), Catalina Channel, 27 July 1952,
with Jose of life

1, Pursuunt o the provisions of Tiile 46 C.F.R. Part 136, the
recond of Lhe Merine Board convened to iuvestigate subject casualiy
together vith its Findings of Fact, Opinicns and Recommendations, has
been reviewed ard is forwaerdod herewith,

2. Early on the morning of 27 July 1952, the MB 27 J ¥0S (SPARE-

TIME), le ’ 16", draft 316", propelied by a gasoline -
engine, budlt in 1950, dm Santa ¥onica for a fishing excursion
at son in the vicinity of Santa Catalinz Island with 11 passengers
for hire and the awnoar/operator ¢a board, During the morning, ve:Zous
passongers prepared their breakfast using the corpressed petroleu:
cocying systam on boord, During the day the gazoline engine powering
the Wit tank pump did not function properly and warious efforts were

\’__/\ sade ©o repeir it, including the dismanticnent of the carbureter, At

- approximatoly 1600 while returning to Santz Mouica, st trelling sreed,
& 3uiden violent explosion cccurred whlch litemlly blew the boat o
pleces without signs of any flaszh fire, 48 a vesult of this casuiliy
the unlicensed owner/operator sod eipght of the poasengers, as lisied
belswr, lost thelr lives;

tealey Wiggins, owner/operator
Gerwld Drenner, passengsr
Evergit Turnipseed, passenger
Mervin Vollmer, passengor

Al Barber, passenger

Stanley Munn, passenger

Carl Jackeon, passengoy
Yecnzrd Yoshino, passonger
Jack Sukenaga, passenger
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3‘: ’ Trom oot Fa ¥ €3V &?; ff):;i (f“{ins, mﬁﬁga d F&t'
i Yl fhe Soeracar B 3"5&&??1”.’3, hwayd Humbor 27 o 305, of

Los i wles, aliformin, wes Built of weod iy the oumer at Sante
fomicn, alifarnis, in 1650, Length 33°, beam 9167, druft 3e6M,
wand ied 7 & Cwryslor Crowm ;a8 engine, Scrigl Yo, SM 7-18003

of 215 berewgwer, 1 raised cabdn forward ecntolnsd two dunke ’
wilet, & » tvlune stovs, Abaft the cabin bulkhesd and belew

i1e cotkpdt dagk ware losated the geneveior, & one eylinder gus-
(Tiven Wiges and Strctton bailt tank pump, the main engine and

e fued tasxs, 4 badt Zenk was located in the after end, The
sheel end envine controls were junt absft the cabin hulkhesd on

he port slde and! =z orall hwmiane tank vas on the starboard side,
The boat wes registered 12 July 1950, by Constanes Wgsine and
Yosley Y. %-gin, 2008 Z1at Streot of Santa Mondea, California,
or eterproial fishing, Aweilsdle informatisn indloated that the
SAERETIIY e sturdily built by Hesley Wipsios who wes a profession-
£1 carpcuzor and, that the boat wes oquipped in compliance with the
Hotaorbos s aet of 25 sprdil 1940,

2o That Wealoy Wigoine did aot poescss a motorboat operator'n
licease irsued by tho Coast Guard, huvinc boon rejected for tho
renson of belry, eolor blind, dut that he bad cperated bouts for
aboulb five yoars, Qocasionally he took somc friends along for

a doy of fisking ord once o twioe @ vesk ho wook sut parties

for a lup eum concideration, the moncy usuelly bedog eollected
fren the individusls by some ons manbor op ovganiser of the periy
aithougn the UPARLTIME wes licensed for commerelal fishing only,
725 bout w3 not advertised as bedng availaile for oharter parties,

"3, Thut the owner/operator of the M SPiRTIMI, Wesloy Wigsins
aad the following persons:

{e) Frold D, Raley, 3113 Pontiae, Ls Cresconta, Calif,

{b) A1fred L, Sachse, 62l Hilldale, %. Hollywood hé, Calif,
(o) Jamos B, Knight, 9015 Hubbard St,, Culver City, Calif,
(d) Oemald Prenner, 3716 Cardiff St., Palms, Calif,

{9} ¥vereit Turnipseed, 2117 Morvin Ave,, Los Angeles, C21if,
(Zg Harvin Vollmer, 6213 Demash Si., los Angeles, Calif,

(g) AL Barber, 833 Coronados Terrace, Los Angeles, Calif,
gh) Carl Jackson, 390 With St,., Sen Fidre, Calif,

1) Stinley Munn, Vest Loa Angcles, Cal4f,

Sj) dack Svicenage, 20bL S, Orange Drivs, Loo ingales, Cali?,
(k) Leamurd Yoshino, 1276} ¥, 22nd 5%,, Los 4ngeles, Calif,
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boassiad Sd= & 1 (. 0 at sants fkwica Pler af or about GdU o 27
July 1957, o . eeeeodiis @ law vigisity of the N end of Seats ataline
Island fog . émy of Vinidag,.

"h, em® @ i: sceasien wesvtt Turnipseed wes the orgaaizsr of
the part: o> wd cullectad 8,50 Crom each of the surviving oassengers.’

. Tmat the m3cliie: onzice driven DALt took pump did not Junction
properly sex Mxt dsslsy Wi;ing and Stunley Munn, a mechenic by trade,
worked on it enversl tizes duving t2e trip and cn two occasions removed
the carbuxwior. b a8 last w.riked on between 1400 and 30 at which
time the Pgal Lims 2us cisconrectad becauso of apparent lask of fuel

supply.

6y Ttat e sce Tishing wus poar the SPAR TINS ws headed back fox
Santa Moniss st or shout 1430 and proceeded at trolling speed., At or
about 1600 s sudden violent ewplosion occurred vhich literally blew the
boat to plecss withont signs of any flash fire,

"7. That inedlitaly following the explosion cleven of the party
were scoountod {oxr in the water, Carl Jackson had diseppearsd with

the blast, 4 ius, the ovnor, retrieved eleven life preservers from
the cabin suctiss ani distributed them to the survivoers with the exception
of il Barber ¥he dissppesred before he could be resched, The survivors
clung o ts of the wrotkege, At or about 1700 Wigi.ins laoft the scens
stating thet = -wuld try to swin for help, Juck Sukenags subsequently
alss struok wt Iwr shors at or abcat 2030, During the night various
meabors died und Alesppearsd leaving Sachse and Haley on one plece of
wreckage and inaght on anstbor plece of wreckage a short distance mway
but out of sight {rce: esch other, 7Yho visibiliiy wes good until eerly
morning of 28 July vt which time it was less thon one mile, The eed

was Choupy -

w8, Trat seamiims afior 1900 oo 27 July, Licutenmt Prestion Peterzon
of the Sunta [oatea Lifesuards vhile on duty comsenced recelving ele-
phone calle from concerned rolotives regarding the MB SrulGTINE becanse
sho was ovardue, Thinking that the boat might have been delayed by
ensine trouvhle G other commea causes, Petorson allowed a usual waiting
serlod of threc Nours after the first phous call before he notified the
Coast Guard smd fave them pertinent information concerning the boat,
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The Coact dmen: Iuiy sTricar ealuatad the case a8 either a disabled
boat adrife 1s = l:irge arse in moderate weather or as & boat that had
put ints an asehsregs for the night and decided on air search suppori-
ed by aurfess ¢ref: ii daylight vhes viaibllity permitted, The Coamst
Ousrd bresdeast s Trsent Murine Information on the SPARTTINE at 005%
on 28 Xdy. 4t 0710 the Cosst Guazd duty officer callod the Harbor-
mustor &% ~walgw :nd osked bim to cieck the ports on Catalim Island.,
5% 08053 & plame from the San Idozn iir Staticn was dispatched to
pearch e SFws Dobwesm Santa Moaies and Catalina Ieland, 4 few
minutes later the Cu tter?ﬂdﬁ orderad to leave San Pedro to
pearch the szea in swport of the planc, At or ebout 0908 the
Santa Mosdos Lifcguards reported mreckage found fourteen niies,

200 degrese magnetic from Saate Momica, Atmamepatmlbut
83337 was opdetred to the scans, A% 1050 the plans reported that

it u¥ns over e wreckepe and ssarching the arce for survivors,

At 1143 and 1150 the tvo Coust Guerd vessels arrived in the vicinity
end comrwanosd sesrciing undeoy the dirreticn of the plane's pilot,
At 1157 word mas reocived from Sunta Monica lLifepuards that three
survivors hed deon plcked up from wreckage in the ares, 4Active
ssarch fur passidble other survivers was conducted by the Coast Cuard
until 205 ea 30 July.

" That Lioutenant Preston Poterson of thoe Santa Moniem Life-
cuinds lof't Sunts Nonlea in his priwtely owned boat at or about
0700 on 28 July to search for the SPARSTIME end sighted wreckage

in the previcuaiy steted area, Hoe mde a preliminary search for
survivers s teck position beurings defore retumming to Sants
Monicu for sdiitionsl assistance, On his second trip out he found
and rescusd thres sarvivors clingirg to pleccez of wreckage end
brought them into Santa Moniom Piap, lir, Peterson reported mmerous
sharks in the arez, Plcoes of wreckage and life preservers and other
dehris ware ssbeoquantly brought to Santa Monice for identification
of the SPATING., The body of one Mervin Vollmer was found on 28
July., oight ather badies hive oot been accounted for,

"1, That tw following named persons were rescued;
Rurold T. Hialey, 3113 Pantise, La Cresconta, Cilif, (passenger)

Jence 5. Kuight, 9005 Hubhu'd St., Culver City, Calif, {(passenger)
L1fred L. Sachsa, 824 Hilldale, 7, Hollywood 6 Culif. (pussenger)
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i1, Cha e a3 lawiag nazed oreons lost their lives:

s el pEeer, 10 TEPLLC ! vt., aalms, Calif,, (wm goT')
v radt s&ux i j’i‘r‘l"‘u u" b 5 liw.’ ws. o3
{mBa 3L T \
wvia vele v, O3 Jemes. St., Los ineles, Callf,,
i passurgei;
+1 3arper, 23 Corocados Torrece, Loe ingeles, Calif,,
(passenger )
Summler M, test Los wnelss, Calif., (pus
aﬂ é-en:a- 3°0 li&h 8¢, San Pedre, Calif,, ipaassnger)
Laxsierd mr.aa, 1275 . %20 St., Los ingeles, Cadif

2
{ peas cagnr)
i, The Teaid er resced the following Opinionss
‘1, Teat tir: explosion wms ot caused by butane gas accumulation, as

the stove hid poen secured at he butane cylinder sinte an early breskfast
hed beon sorved.

"2, T‘feﬁ* e @xplooion of the #B SPARLTIME wes caused by & gasoline
leskagz and roouliant accurmlatlon ol explosive mixture in englne space below
/N osgks whieh w2 12141035 97 J07¢ URICLLYR Causs,

LS

3 Gl tio B CAETLE wer cporated in violstion of its Motortoat
regpdletratis 2ic: Usitad fte Terr.ca to commercial fishing.

b, Tier Sssley wlgrina. the cwner/cperator violated the Motorboat Act
of Aprid 2;. 1940, 1;6 <4 526f, by corrying passengers for hire or charter
withoat holé¢ive 4 moloaboll cpemt.cr"- license for suck servico,

"Se imet Jealey ipgios, 2008 2lat St., Santa Nomics, Calif,, and Jack
Sukenage, 29ki 3. Crenge I‘rive, Los Angelss, Calif., lost their livee in at-
tempting to swin aohore

5 The Hoanrd nude the foliowlng Recommendations:

"1, Tha! 21l motoPtoats cerrying passengers for hire or charter parties
involving paf’!rz&: of moniss, in adcition to all prescribed lifesaving aejuipaent,
ahould be ejeli-ssd Ath apnrovad 1lifc flosts to accommodate the number o persons
carrizd, and t-at epch (loet heve swcured to 1t s watertight metal cen contalning
i snitablc oo af o Gistross flares and daytime smoke signels,
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L R LY Lhe spm.'t fishing pubns shcald exer-
1se gr%iii" “‘;::s*; Pisia. Le cevsrraso A€ the boets oparating from tholr
ruspactir: laiaye avo oomerly siseased for such service sl in possession
of & valis - tokend e tion wiv o a certificate of inspretdon issued by
the Coas: -=m3s & 2126 het tw :2«<ators have a valid Coast Guard cperatorts
license,

"3, A ®nlarIan Lo emuagel 1A carrying passengars ahould curty adequate
fasurane 7. pretcsidm of passe. uro against injuries and loss of life,

Yo et Jonstaccs izrrine, »hoss name appearad on the motorboat registra-
tion cars, wea lisved 2 zo-d>-mer Lor inheritance purposes cnly and did not exer-
cise any custew) of Lho Hoalts managment or oporation, and that decause Wesley
‘Ageine, mamr s cpumtar is decoased, 1t is recommonded that no further action
be taken and 33t the e85 be olocedt,”

BN

6 he Scard's Finding of Fact, pavagraph 2, states that the M8 27 J
805 (SPAR TDM) wss licensed for ocomercial tisbing only and the oard's
opinion, puregrepd 3, states that ehe was operated in violation of her
motorboat reptstretion which limited her service to commercial fishing.,
The btasis for this Firding of Pact snd Opinion is the statement “Service
Comnmerciazl Fishing"” coantained in the sapplication for s number for an
undocumentad uotar vepsel and the nrobable fact that the Certifieate of
Avard of Yuexr far au Untocusentei Vessel issued to the vessel contained
8 similar eiztenant. The stetement of service on the spplisation for a
Certificoi= qf Award <! Hmber and the statament of service on the Certifi-
cato of wasmd of Mul? to an Undoc:mented Vessel ie intended for statis-
tical purpcs=es. 7The :taterAnt of mervice appexuring on such application
or certifinssis in no vay confers any authority for or limitation upon the
operation o say veez.l with vespsc: to any specifie trade undertaken,
Acconiingl ta.r fm:.gcf!-'mtumq)mmafthe Board, &3 above ziated,

75 dpinion, poregraph 1, of the 3oard statee that the explosion was
notczmmb«munegmmhum. Sinne the Board made the Finding of
Fact that tin wensol axploded with a sudden viclent axplosien which literally
blew the dost to Meoes without signs of any flesh fire, which occurrence is
consistent xith the explosion of ecwpresased-liguafied potroleum vapors, the
probability of the sxplosion of the compressed petrolevm gas in the

system omanoi b2 irrevocably ruled out as a probable asuse of the sudject
casualty, Iz thils connoction it mmt be observed that the provisions of
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145, W7 Seepiest one cge of sonededded potroloun jases for cooking
sysiams . i wwels ceraying s zengers for hive, whwethar above or
below 15 = &

8, impepmnl.tion, piragren 1, of the Pourd that motorboats
currying pusganors {r hire, presusms on ocean or coestwise waters,
be equinrad 1th life flouts containirg suitable distress flares and
daytine wwim sirrals, is concwrrsd with, Howover, since there 18 no
statutory astborily authoriging thie promulgation of regulations requiring
such equiesnl on woiathouts carrying passongers for hire, the effectuse
tion of sush eatndation to thoe oxtent possible is a matter under the
Jnrisdicticn of the Tistrict Cammunder and should be wncouregod through
all avellakle oteestiiunal ohirmels,

2, feccygiiation of the Homrd, paragraph 2, sug;esting that

local suiliorities, gperators or owwrs of plers exercise supurvision

with respect w zafuty of wmotarbowts cerrying pasgsengers for hire, and
Recommendz tiou, paryy raph 3, that motorhouts engu ed in currying passengers
for hire gairry wisquois insurance ror the proteciion of passengers is uot
germane to tiw urpoies for which merine cesualiies are investipated
pursvant o tis nrovieious of &5, 4450, as amended, and reulations
therounder or Lo the zoope of the functions of the Coast Guerd,

~ 10, ‘o cvifiendd L the record of investigation of subject casuality
indicates that *re R 27 J 806 (Ui, R TINE) Sor a period of epproximately
two yours, .ol d poooeagere Jor bire on fishing excursions at ses avd
that durbiy: all .bis tlee the ounce and operator of the vessel did not
navs & lic-sa, .o roguirsd 'vr sliiate and re:ulations, and that the
vegssl wor aguled slth ¢ corpresuad gas cooking syatem, contrury to
the provisioas of K0 . bL72, w8 axoded, (L6 USC 170) and rerulatlions
thereunde=, &7 © o 37, L7, withou? detection, It would apypear that
the nrocesharus Zor Yic detection o such violutions may have neen in-
adequate, ey z rnporl with rospect thereto should bo forwarded to
Coast Cucrd !Hauijluri:rs as & supploment o the record of investigatio:
of subjoct casnaliy.

1., it deat Lo the for volng remerks, it is rocommended that the
Findings «f <:¢*, Upinloas, «nd Rocommendations of the Marine %oerd of
Inveztigeiio: ~ unpruved

73/P. -, OVENDEN
TP, e, QWM
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SORELL s aael 10 Decembar 1970
Comnarade s, (SPARITIME 6-11 W)

FIRST sy gm0 oy avf srzriardun of 10 December 1952

M
16 Dogember 1952

Proms {misf, Office of Perchari Merine Safety
Tos esawmsdant

Subjs  Maring Boasr of Investi ationg explosion and ainking M8

SPHR TOF (27 J 805), Catalisa Channel, 27 July 1952,
ik less of 1life

Forvarded, recominiing approwal .

/s/H. C. SHPHEA :D
8. C. SHIPHILRD

/—~AP’ROVDs Doc 18 1952

/8/ LRLIN O RILL

el i 3 intad Sl e 2 ond
VO .

Vics Jdmirs1, .3, Coset Guand
Coemnsndant




