UNITED STATIES COAST GUaRD

Addireass Reply to:

COkp:ANDENT 7

U, 5, Loest Guard bV 1

Headquarters 26 “P.ﬂ_-lo 1‘951. N
Washington, D> Co (Stubl LaVSLIUR =

ASTRA(Danish) CeS Td)

From: Chief, nerchant Vessel Inspection Divisioa
Tos Commandant
Vias Chief, uffice of ierchant sarine Safety

Subjs Marine board of Investiyeticn; 58 SIsaL I4VaiTWR o S8 ASTRA « gollision
on 30 march, 1961 off iLittle sy 1nlet, liow Jorsey. ,

1o Pursuant to the provisions of Title 46 CFR, Part 138, the resord of
the karine Board convensd to investigate aub jeot oasuslty, together with ite
Findings of Fagt, Comolusions, and Resosmendetions, has been reviewed and i
forwarded herewith,

2, The 55 SILEL 1uVuiTUR, e freight veesel of 5688 g.t. and the 55 ASTRA,
e Danish freighter of 2709 get. were inbound to Yew York. The weather was
denss fog, snd both vossels, although sounding regulation fog signals, were
prooseding st excessive speeds. At spproxinately 0617 on %0 sarch, 1961

the STEEL INVEKTUK and the ASTRA collided spproximately 1620 miles Southeast
of Atlantic City, New Jorsey, As s recult of the eollision the ASTRA senk
and the STLEL IIViLUTUR sustained £25,000,00 in demages. Lo lives wore lost
ond 1o injuries were sustained in this ocasusltyo

P The Beard mede the followimy Findings of Feot:

"1, The American freight vessel SImkL IJVEVTOR and the Danish freight
vensel ASTHA oclliided at approximately 61 17 A. k. on 30 Mareh, 1981

in s pesition 39° 11' north, 74° 73’ west, At the time of the collisice
fog preveiled with & visibility of less thas 1,000 foet, a southeast
wind, forge 3 to 4 snd moderste 80,

2. The S1sL INKNIUR ia o freight vessel of 5,606 groas toms,
effioial number 220776, bullt in 1920, owned sud operated by the
Isthmian Steamahip Co., of Tl Lreadway, New York Cityo The vessel was
in cosmand of Robert F. Cormwell of Destin, Flerida, The vessel is
single sorew powered by Parsons oross compound turbine of 3100 horse-
pewer. Her propeller pitch is 14 Got", and under 82 Re Pe Mo, her
aaxinus spedd losded i slightly better tham 11 knotec

Sco The ASTRA is also a stesm veasal.-of- 2,708 gross tons built ia
1945 and owned sad operated by The Etesmship Orion Inc, of Amaliegade
36 Copemhagen, Lemmarke The vessel's propulsion is steam, double
oompound oxhsust turbine, rated horsepewer 1800, propeller pitch Sod
scters, 86 R. P. M., spead sbout 11 Imots, Her master was Captain
Axel Jelatrup of Lonnosvel 3B Copenhagen, Deamarkq
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Chisf, Wi Visision %o 26 April, 1951
Commandsnt (steils IAVERTOR = #STTA Ca$ )d)
o~

%o ihe STEEL INVENTUR bad deperted Philedelphis on 29 uareh, 1981
partly laden, bound for New York. Her cargo ocusisted of 1,786 toms of
general oargo sund steel, and her draft forward was 13¢ & oud ot 18° 6%,
Aftor having possed verfalls light Vessel the couprse was set for Pivew
Fathom Bank which was passed sbesm st 3110 Ao Mo A eourse of 40 degrees
true was set from FivesFathom Bank, per gyro oompass, which had cne de=
gree sasterly error, Shertly sfter 5100 Ao )Mo, the mester, who had
besn sleeping in the chart room, was called te the bridge by the ehisf
sate who wss on watoho The resson for sumwning the master at this
tims, was that fog had set in, redusing visibility to spprozimstely

1/2 wile. The teleyreph was placged om standby snd the revolutions of
the engines reduced to 60, whiob would previde s speed of approxiaately
¢ knots or slightly overs Foy signals were sounded at regular iatervals;
At sbout 6118 Ao Mo & fog sizmal was heard ahead clightly om the pert
bow, and the SIEAL LiVENIUR's eugines were stoppedo ithin seconds
therealter snothor foz signsl was heard on the port bew, olose sboard,
and the engines wers ordered full asters; her wheel also ordered hard
righte Shmultaneously, the ASTRA hove into sight, approximately s

ship length ahead, snd the STEEL INVAITORs wheel wes immedistely put
hard lefto This maneuver was made almost immediately upon the right
whesl order, which had not sz yst affeated the ship's headinge The
vessel swung left, and while s0 swinging, 00llided with the ASTRA, her
stem striking the sterbeard side of the ASTRA in way of the bulkhenad

~ betseen pumbers 3 and 4 hatohes st an sagle of about 50 degreess

$. The STubL LiVENTUR's bow penetrated iato the ASTRAs side
spproximately 10 foek, sausing severe damage, as & resuld of whieh
the ASTRA' ¢ sfter holds wers fleeded, causing the after end to sink
deoks to slsost Tasdintelys The STEEL INVENTUR mansuvered in olese
proximity to the ASTRA in order to reador assistanee, snd st 6230 Ao,
Ahe orew of the latter vessel wore ordered to sbsndon ship using thelr
oun lifebosts: All heands of the Uanish vessel were tekea on beard the
STEAL L SVELNTOR which contimeed to remain inm the vioiaity of the strikm
vessel. At 9130, the master of the ASTRA with six nebers of his erew,
returned to the vessel in order to make further determinstion as to her
condition sad elso to drep her anchor, which was dones After the mas»
ter had determined that the vessel was apparemtly in s sinkiag oondie
tiom snd that the engine room bulkhead might let go say time, he again
left with his orew and returned to the STEEL IiVETOR, The SIMEL Il
VENTUR's master alse offered to put s hawser on board the ASTRA md
take her in tows This offer wus declined by Capthin Jelstrup fLor
reasons ss stated by him that he did not oconsider it safe for the
STREL 1LVEUTUR to maneuver into position fer sush operation, dus t»
the imoressing wind and ses, end further, that he would prefer the
sssistance of @ regular towing vessel. In this eonueetion 18 is noted
thet & towing vessel was requested by redie, but dus 40 weather sondie
tions, as well as the cundition of the ASTEA, no oontact was made.
At 10420 P. M. on 30 March, the STEEL INVENTOR, after ommunicating

_ with the Coast Guard Cutter TAMARIA whioh was in atteadence, received

- instruotionsto precesd to Hew York, whioh it did with the emlire

orew of the ASTRA on board nis vessel.
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GChief, 'Vl Division to , 28 rpril, 1961
Commandnnt (ST.nL TZVESTIR » ASTRA Ce3 Bd)
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6, The ASIRA had depurted from Pler 14, -ast Rivery, New Yotk on SO
taroh, 1861, bound for Hawvana, Cube, fhe vessel was partly lsden esr-
rying & total tonnege of 1,163, end drawing 11 8° ferward snd 16 10"
aft. In sddition %0 her oargo, she also carried her ballast ke
£111ed with ballast water, totaling sppreximately 870 tonse After
disembarking her pilot at Ambrese, a auurse was et for Barnegat Light
Vessel per standard .eompass, aad Larneget was passed abesa closs b0
port st 2048 A ¢ Nq From this point a oourse of 190 degrees true waa
saiatained es)oulated to take the vessel § miles off Diemond Shoals
Light Vessels The wind was acuthessterly force 4 % 6 with a ‘heud
ses, which reduged the vessel's spesd Whrough the water to saproxi~
mately nide knotss At 4100 A¢ he, She wateh was ohanged eid the chief
- offieer took overv. Lmortly after & b oleck, fog set in with the visi~
bility reduesd to less than 25000 fests The master was called ¢o the
bridge sad the engine -m'utomgh was placed on stianddby, Jther them
thas, na redustion of apeed wes erdered. rsgulation fog signels were
sounded snd at sbout 6210 A, Mo, the first fog signal of ‘the s¥eLL 18-
ViuTOR was heard on the ASTAA's atarbourd bow, snd spesd was them re-
duced to slows, Feur wors fog sigmals were subsequeully heard from the
SiBEL I.VLRTIR, eppéering to brosdeny snd shortly before tho éellisiom,
the STEAL JAVEETR wad elghted sbout four pdints on the starkosrd bow
of the ASTRA, approximately thres shipelengths swey, sppreaching at m -
angle, snd spparently awingisg lef¥y At that tlme, Captein Jelstrup
~ ordered full spesd shead on his engime and hard right rudder, theredy
attsmpting to mspewver his vesael perallel %o the STBEL INVERET'R, in
ordar to minimize the effect aof the ocellision. Tho vessels sudsequeate
1y cune toguther as deseribed, at ea smgle of about 80 degresa, The
leeation of the cellision sa delermined by Dead Reekening was lat, SP-
11' north, lenge 74° 73® westo ’

%o 1s te tue final aiapositiown of the ASTRA, she is goasidered

o totel 1088, whem the SYEEL LUVENTOR depirted the seeme at 10120 P. Yo
on 30 kareh, the forward end wes still sfleat dut her af teredody was
submerged and apparently toushing bettomo The vessel subsequantly
settled with both topmasts sbove the surfaes ia 76 fosd of water,

105 miles, 097.5 degrees true from Atlantio City Light, and was also
marked by ® buoy loeated 200 yards and 120 degrees true from the

wrecko The damege to the SISAL iNVEMIUR was sbove water, and forward
of her sollision bulkheads and is estisated at $25,000000,"

4o The Beard made the following Comclusionss

"1, It is evident that the sotions of both mavigators oontributed
%o the collision, and the resulting major damage, The master of the
STEAL ifVaiTOR, in proceeding «t & speed of 8 kmots or hetter, with
e tnil wind end iu 8 traffieked sres; should have realized that he
was at & disadventage to hear fog signsle shead, under the preveils
ing conditions, and governed himsolf asocordinglyc It is not oot
. sidered that by reducing speed to 8 kmots or better, he thereby plased

/?‘ his vessel ia & position to maneuver effootively to avoid oollision,

Although he heard two fog signalé ef the ASTRA, the time interval, ss
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Chief, .Vi -ivision te 26 Loril, 196l
Cotaandant (6%l " HETIR = 1CTHA CaS Lad)
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well as his hesdway were asuch that any meueuver sittempted after the

4STKE was sighted would be ineffective, ie saould have, after the

vessel entersd fog, made a wore substantisl redustion in speed, snd
indicated same on his engine room telegrephe Undesr the existing con-
ditiona it is not believed that the speed of the SIEEL INVRATOR was
moderate, and to that exteat, Captain Coruwell is considered remiss

under ko 5. 4450, as smendeds [s was therefore charged with negligenoe
with an appropriste specification and cited for hesriny on 16 #»ril, 1981.

2, As to the nsvigator of the ASTRA, it 1a equally svident that

he did not navig ate his vessel in soverdance with the governing

rule ia foge when his vessel entered fog, ao appreciadble reduction
ia speed was made until he heard the first fog signal of the STRLL
INVEi1JR, At this time he placed his engine room telegraph on slow.
further, although he oontinued to hear the onooming vessel's fog sig~
nals, he #as cbviously unitle to detsraine the position of the STELL
INVaX¥Uk, emd for that reason should have atopped his engines, if ne-
cessary, snd nuvigated with caution until danger of collision was
passed. Thore is no doubt, that had both navigators reduced their
vessel's speed substantislly or sufficient to maintain bare stoerage~
way, they would have beem able to estinate more accurately their re=
lative position during the approsab, and thereby possibly awvoided
collision, or st least minimired its effect.”

bo The ivoard made tha following Recommendations

*], 1In view of the disposiiloa set forth in the sbove comolusions,
sud furtner, simce ao Jurisdietion exists with resvect to procsedings
sgaiast the Danish master, no additionsl sotion is ounsidered ne=
cessary> in reeommending thut the case be closed, the Hoard oalls
attention to the apparent practice of plecing the engine order tele=
graph on standby while underway in fogy wheresas some slicht ree
duotion of spesd by pre-errangement is also asde subsequunt to the
stenddy signsl, the effect usually falls far short of the inteat of
the Governiag Kule. It is suy,ested that this subject be publiocised
ian the Coumedl Procsedings, stressing the duty of navigators to sube
stantielly reduce spoed in fog, sad to use the engine order telegraph
for its intemded purpose, so that all engine maneuvers may be properly
registersd and acknowledged, snd also recerded.”

RuhARKS

8, It is reommended that the Findings of Fuot, Conolusions, and Recommenda-
tion of the Warine board of Iavestization be appreved. '

r~ Kliwa Co CLAAVE
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Chief, ..VI Diviaion to 25 april, 1951
f‘qmsddant (STuLL INVHHEUR e #STPA GG id)

Ind=l -
Froms Chief, Jffios of MerchAnt Larine Safety (STsEL LWVSNTUR-ASTRA C-3 Bd)
Toz Commandant

Forwarded, reocmmending approvale

/s/ll. €. SHSPEuARD
He Co BHuIE.ARD

APPROVED: May 4, 1951

s/ MERLIN O°NulLL

HeRLIN OtNEX
> Vice 4dmiral, Us S; Coast Guard
~ Commandeant

e




