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From: BEBhief, Merchant Vessel Inspection Division

To: Commandant

Via: Chief, Office of Merchant Marine Safety

Subj: Marine Board of Investigation; SS P & T ADVENTURER, SS TULLAHOMA -
collision off Destruction Island, Washington, 4 August, 1951,
with loss of life

1, Pursuant to the provisions of Title 46 C.F.R., Part 136, the
record of the Marine Board convened to investigate subject casualty,
together with its Findings of Fact, Opinions and Recommendations has
been reviewed and is forwarded herewith,

2. On 3 August, 1951, the P & T ADVENTURER, a dry cargo vessel of

7,606 g.t., with a cargo of lumber, departed Port Gamble for Vancouver,
Washington., On 23 July, 1951, the TULLAHOMA, a tank vessel of 10,296 g.t.,
with a cargo of crude oil, departed La Libertad, Ecuador for Vancouver, B.C.
On the morning of 4 August, 1951, both vessels were off the coast of Washing-
ton and during a dense fog the P & T ADVENTURER by radar sighted the TUL-
LAHOMA off her starboard bow and the TULLAHOMA by radar sighted the P & T
ADVENTURER off her port bow. Both vessels assumed they were on parallel
courses, and the P & T ADVENTURER changed course slightly to port and the
TULLAHOMA changed course slightly to starboard to give each other wider
passing distance. Both vessels were on converging and collision courses

and collided at or about 0208 &4 August, 1951, approximately 10 miles west

of Destruction Igland. Prior to and at the time of the collision both
vessels, though sounding regulation fog signals, were proceeding at an
immoderate speed and also had other vessels in sight on their respective
radars. The weather conditions at the time of this casualty were light
northwesterly airs, dense fog, calm sea, with visibility approximately %/2
mile. As a result of this casualty, one person lost his life; the P & ¥
ADVENTURER sustained damage estimated at $50,000 and the TULLAHOMA sustained
damage estimated at $100,000.

3. The Board made the following Findings of Fact:

"l. The SS P & T ADVENTURER and the tankship TULLAHOMA collided in
fog, while underway in the North Pacific Ocean, off the coast of Washington,
in the vicinity of 124 degrees, 43 minutes West longitude, 47 degrees, 38
minutes North latitude (approximately 10 miles west of Destruction Island),
on 4 August, 1951, at about 0208 PDST.
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"2. The two wessels involved wre:

as The P % T ADVENTJRER, 8 Us S. inspected steam screw ocean
freighter, official number 247 220, of 7,606 gross tons,
a Victory=type, 8600 horsepower vessel, homsport, San .
Francisco, Californis, bullt‘at Portland, Oregon, in 1945,
of steel. This vesgel was formerly named the ST. CLOUD
VICTORY. It ig ovned by Pope and Talbot, Incorporated,
320 Californis Street, San Framcisco, California, and at
%the time of the collision, in commamnd of Erie D. Swanson,
age 51, license number 11111, issue 5, 7, of 3047 Vest
Galer Street, Seattle, 99, vashington. This vessel was
sailing under enrollment, being engezed in intercoastal
trade, and vas equipped with a Raytheonstype radar, a
direction finder, a fathometer and a gyroecompass.
Captain Svanson held pilotege-indorsaments for major
Pacific Cotst ports, Puerto Rico and Chesapeake Bay.

be The TULIAHOYA, 6 Ue. S. inspected steam sorew ocean tankship
- official nunber 246 662, of 10,296 gross tons, a T2 turbo-
electric-drive vessel, of 6,000 horsepower, homeport,
Wilmington, Delaware, built at Chester, Pennsylvania, in
1944 of steel, owned by Charles Kurs and Company, Incor-
porated, 1000 ‘alnut Streei, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,
vith Keystone Shipping Company the agenteopsrator. At
the time of the collision, the vessel was in comuend of
Robert P. McKeover, ago 27, license number 16653, issue
1, 4, of 503 vest Garden Road, Erelend, Penasylvania,
The vessel was equipped with autommtic steering (iron miko)s
& Raytheon-type radar, a direection finder, a fathometer, a
gyro compags énd loran. Captain McKeever held pilotage ’
indorsement for Delaware Bay and River,

"3e At the time of the oolli.sion, there prevailed light northwesterly
airs, dense fog, calm sen, with visibility limited to about 1/2 mile. The
barcmstor reading was 30,07, air temperature 656 degrees and sea temperature

§2 degrees. _

"4, The P % T ADVENTURER departed Port Gamble, vashington (on Puget
Sound), at 1730 PDST, 8 August, 19581, loaded with a cargo consisting mostly
of lumber, part of which ras a 10w=foot deck loand stowed fore and aft. The
vessal's draft then was 12 186¢ Il inches forvard and 22 feet 6 inches aft.
The vessel was mamed by e crew of 46, including the iaster, and destinsd
for Vancouver, ~ashington. The Master, Erie Swanson, a duly licensed pilot,
hed the wessel under his control until she reached Ediz Hook, at 2010 hours,
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at which time, after crossing the line of demarkation, he went below. ALbout
2251, or 5 minutes before the Vessel came abeam V.aada Island Light, Captain
Swanson returned to the bridge, where he remined continuously until after
the collision. At 2315 hours PDST, Duntze Rock Lighted Vhistle Buoy was
abeam, 1.7 miles off, Thereafter, the vessel rounded the Cape, and vas
ebean Luntze Rock Lighted Vhistle Buoy 1.7 miles off for the second time,

at 2323. Fog vas encountered, and the vessel was put on 196 degrees gyro.
The gyro had a 2edegree vesterly error, thus giving e True course of 194
degrees. The vessel vas traveling at ebout 18 knots, and was favored with
an obb tids. After rounding Duntze Rock, and steadying on course 194 degrees

« True, the turbine nozzles vere reduced from 16 to 13, and the speed of the

vessel sloved to enproximetely 14 or 15 knots. At about 0016 PUST, 4
August, 1951, same course, Umatilla Light was observed visually abeam, and
1.8 miles off, as determined by radar, At this pint, the fog had lifted,
and the visibility increased to 5 to 10 miles, A¢ 0018, the course vas |,
changed to 169 degrees gyro, 167 degroes Trus, no change of speed being

- mades At 0105, the vessel encountered dense fog, At thet tims, the radar

wes on the 8-mile scope, and the mate ordered the ordinary seamsn, who vas
stationed on the bridge at that time, to go forward as a lookout on the bowe.
From both stations, the lookout heard the whistle sigml from an aid to
navigatien, which was epperently James Island Thistle Buoy, which was located _
approximately 2-1/2 miles to the east of the vessel's courseline. Rogulation
fog signals were being sounded by the ADVENTURER., Several small fishing
vescels were observed at intervels on the radar scope on the 20emile range.
Thereafter, a larger target appeered noteworthy 5 to 6 miles avay, bearing

10 degress, relative, off the starboard bow. The cursor was set on this
terget on the 8emile range, and it was observed that the bearing did not
chonge appreciablye ‘hen this terget was approximately 3-1/2 to 4 miles
distant, same relative bearing, Captain Swanson ordered a 5=-degree course
change to the left. The vessel remained on this cowrse for a few minutes,

at which time Captain Swanson ordered amother 5 degree course change to ths
lefts At this time, Third Mate Burris notified the lookout to yxeep &

careful lookout tovards starboard, as there was a vessel in that area two
miles aheads The Wwessel steadied on 159 degrees gyro, and after she steadied,
the lockout rang one bell, reporting a ship on the starboard bow. Burris .
sighted and reported tho wossel at about the same time. The port sidelight
of tha other vessel, which was later determinod to be the TULLAHOMA, the first
light sighted by Captain Swangon, appeared approximtely 15 degrees oi'f the
ADVENTIRER's sterboard bow, distant about 1/2 mile. At this point, the
TULLAHOMA appearsd to be crossing the bow of the ADVEKTURER. The Naster ime
mediately ordered full astern, later followed by 8 blasts of the vessel's
whistlees At the same time, the mast and range lights of ths TULLANCVA bee
cams visible to the Mester. At 0208 and just as the engines commenced going

B
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astern, the ADVENTURER struck the TULLAHUMA on the port side, in way of the
fopwmpd end of the poop deck, at epproximately a 90-degree angle, and raked
efte The ADVENTURER, at thé time of the impact, had considerable forvard

vy Two minutes later, 0210, the engines of the ADVENTURER were stopped,

the wessels having drifted eapart. '

"5, On 28 July, 1961, the SS TULIANOMA departed La Libertad, Equador,
enroute to Vancouver, B.C., with a cargo comsisting of 16,543 tons of crude
0il, with a mean draft of 30 foet 9=1/2 inches. The vessel was carrying &
crew consisting of 38 men and the .astere. At 0120, $§ August, 1961, the ship
was aboam Northwest Seal Rock (St. George's Reef), 12 miles off. At 1330,
according to the log, the vessel was abeam Yaquina Heade The vessel con=
tinued north off the Oregon coast on autom tic steering, on course 360 degrees
Trus, Thore was no gyro errore At 0042 hours, 4 August, 1951, the Second
tete, James R. Giblin, vho was on watch vith an Able Seamen on wheel watech
and & lookout on the bow, obtained a bearing on Destruction Island Light.

A% 0142 hours, the vessel still being on a full ahead bell, Giblin obtained
avothor bearing of Destruction Island, which he figured put the vessel off
said Island some 19 miles at that time. A% 0143 hours, he put the engines

on standby, and through the speaking tube, advised the engineer on vatch that
ho did so ag he thought the vessel wes epproaching fog, and probsbly would
lnve to maneuver to avoid the vossels whose lights he had previously sighted
alowad and off the starboard bowe A surfece mist had developed at this time,
and the visibility wes decreasing. The vessel proceeded northvaerd with no
change in course or spesd, and at 0202 hours, the radar was turned on by
Giblin, as the vessel was encountering a dense bank of foge Visibility to
t1:3 northeast at this time ves good, but to the north and west, fog had set
in. Targets were observed on the rader when it warmed up at 0204. In all,
thoro vere 3 targets, two small ones off the starboard bow, the other 10
degroes off the port bow, at a distence of some 1-1/2 miles. The targets on
tho sterboard bow appeared to be the vessels vhich the TULLAHOMA had been
graduslly overtaking. The othep target, and by far the largest, appeared
unsxpectedly, as no lights had been observed from that srea. Giblin watched
this large target for about 30 seconds, and when the distance closed tc about
1 mile, he changed course 10 degrees to the right, and called the }aster on
tho speaking tube. Giblin informed the dester that he had a ship on his
port bow, distent about 1-1/2 miles, and also that it was getting fozgy.
“hile talking, both men heard a fog whistle off to port in the dirsction of
the target. Ths ‘aster, Captain MoKeever, vas asleep when called by Giblin
i# his cabin directly below the bridge. NecKeever ordered the mate to stop the
vessel' s engine, and steted that he vould be right ups Giblin then simule
teneously rang a stop bell, and sounded one prolonged blast on the whistle.
He ordered a second l0edegree course change to the right a few seconds latere.

-
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Thereo fter, and upon hearing 3 short dlasts from the other vessel, Giblin
ordered another 10=degres ¢ urse change to the right. At the same tims,

he observed through the open wheelhouse door, a green light close aboard.
The TULLAHOYA being at this time on & heading of 030 degrees True, he ordered
the rudder put hard right. The loom of the lights of the other vessel, which
was later ascertained to be the ADVENTURER, indicated to Giblin that said
vessel vas heading directly for hig port beam. Thereupon, he ordered hard

loft, in an attempt to throw his stern away from the oncoming vessels Vithe
in geconds, and at about 0208, the bow of the ADVEX TURER remmed the TULLAHOMA

on the port quarter, as previously dssoribed. Following the impact, in a
-matter of seconds, Captain McKeever ran from his room to the bridge.. Dus

to the fact thet the ADVENTURER's engines were working astern, and since the
forvard speed of the TULIAHOMA at the time of impact was epproximately 10

knots, the vesse].s parted at once, and soon drifted beyond sizht in the foge

"6. Thereafter, the Masterse checked the oondition of their ree
speotive wssels, It vas found that the lower part of the ADVENTURER’s

forepeak was pished in some 20 feet, and the TULLAHOMA's hull had been
penetrated 25 feet, in t of tne breek of the poop, between Irames

4] und 46, Each attempted to contact the other vessel, the Coast Guard, and

their respective ovniers. Captain VcKeever vas notified that the First Age
sistent Engineer, John J. Ilic, was trapped in his quartera, seid quarters

‘ being in the vieinity of the damaged area of the TULLAHOMA. He proceaded

_ /\ to the sesne and with agsistance, out away the debris in order to freae the

First Assistant Enginser. It was evident at once that eaid man was dead, and

such fact vas pronounted by the Master after he could feel no pulse or ree
vive the man with artificial respiration. Three crew members of the TUL=
LAKOMA were reported to hove been injured, but the injuries proved minor.

The TULIAHOMA thereafter maneuvered towards the bench until an elestrical
failure necessitated her anchoring at about 0309 hourse The ADVEN TURER
stood by and kept a constent vatch on her radar. After daylight, and on

. request of the TULLAHOWMA®s Master, hisgship was taken in tow by the
ADVENTURER until relieved by a commercial salwvage tuge This tug towed the
TULLAHOMA to her port of destination, Vancouver, B.Ce After being relicwed
by the commercial tug, the ADVENTURER made her vay to and up the Columbia
Rivsr. Ths Coast Cuard Cutter NAUGATUCK, which, among other Coast Gunrd
vessels vhich had promptly gone to the rescue, took the body of Ilic ashore
when the T/LLAHOMA was off Pord Angeles. .

"7, As a result of this casualty, the ADVENTURER suffered some
$50,000 in damages to her hull and oquipmarnbg The vesssl was repeired
at the Swan Islané Shipyerd, Portland, Orsgon. The TULLAHOMA incurred some

=Hw
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£100,000 in damages to her hull and equipment, repairs being mde gt the Todd
Shipyard, Seattle, "ashington. Ome mun lost his 1ife, First Assictant Ene
ginee® J. J. Ilte, of the PULLAIDMA, which also Ind § erew members slightly
injwred. There was no cargo loss to either vessel, theugh the TULLAHOMA did
loss approximately 600 barrels of dunker fuel, as & resul$ of ruptured inner
plating, HAVCG Forma 2602 have been proviously forwarded $o Headquarters,
copies of vhich are a part of tils Peccrd by reason of thedr being exhibits.
The death certificate of First Assistant Lngineer Ilic is herowith attached
to this report. ) '

"8. Conhsidersble discrepamey appears in the recmrd as to the point
of collision, The posibion as detarmined by the Board -aas approximately
77 degrees True, distance 10 miles from Destruction Island, in latitude
47 degrees 382 minutes and longitude 124 dogrees 43.7 minutes. This was
arrived at by ocomputations from and testimony within the record whioh indie
cated that the TUIIAHOMA wam moving in excess of the 13.8 knots as estimated
by NeoKeever, and by the’positions as dotermined by both wessels shortly after
the oollision. Actually, the TULLAHOMA, which had been trimmed to an even
keel of 29 fest 10 inches, fore and aft, averaged 14,02 kmots from Northwest
See) Rocks (St. Gecrge's Reef), Abeam 12 miles off at 0120 on & August to
Yaquina fHead, which wes aboam at 1530, 3 August, end averaged 14 knots from
there to the point of collision. The ADVENTURER's ‘speed was calculated to
be 17,32 imots between Duntse Roock Buoy and Umatilla Light."

4, The Board expraessed the following Opinions:

"le It 18 the opinion of the board thet the primary cause of the -
 oollision was that both vessels were proceeding at an immoderate rate of
spoed for the veather conditions then existing, and that the Masters of
the two vessels and Second Vate James R. Giblin, of the TULLAHOMA, were

-

responsible for operating ot such speed.

"2. The board further opimed that both vessels easily could have C
avoided the collision, even going &b excessive speed, had they both used :
their vessel's radar as called for by the conditions, and properly evaluated
and agted upon the information obtainsble therefrom. In this connection:
(a) Then Second Mate Giblin put the TULIALOMA's engines om standby, hs knew
or .should have known that sinoce his wessel vas encountering limited visibility
and neering other vessels, he should have turned on the radar s=nd called the
Magter, particularly in view of the standing orders of the laster in regards
to turning om smd using the radare Els failure to do so until his vessel ~
plowed into & really thick benk of fog caused both wessels to be placed in -
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extrons jeopardy, viereas proper jrectutimary use of the radar would haw
expoeed the pressnce of the ADVL/TURER in ample time for him to awold this
situation. (D) The Yagter of tbe AUVENTUIER vams dereliot in falling to
ascertain the position, course and gpeed of the TULIAHOIA on the radur prior
to altering his course, and Yving failed to do this, in his evarenses of
the othsr vesgel' s near approdch, he should have stopped hic vessel es quickly
as possible, or at least redused Bis spesd redically so &s to lmve his ship
under bettesr control. , o

"3. The board further Opimed that: (a) Mokeewer, ns iaster of the
TULLAHOMA, bYeing responnible for the safety of his vessel and crew, should
have been on the bridge of his sdp mrior to the collision, since ks
vossel vas in vaters strange %o Mim snd the ate om watoh, making an ime

‘portant landfall near the entreamge to the Straits of Jusn de Fuga, durding

fishing season, and at o time ef the yoar vhen fog prewails, pa ticularly
since his wesgsel had actually sdoountored immaired visibility for a period
of some 25 minutes prior to the oollision. (b) That, iurthermors, just prior
to the collision, faptain MoKeewer Miled to get up to the bridge whem called,
as wrapidly as he was able, which sation he knew or should have knowa wag war-
ronted by the circumstances whieh Ied besn brought to his attention by Ciblin's
0all and by the sound of the ADVERTURER's whistle.

"4e It .{s the board's further opinion that the Coast Guard rescmr
operaticn was performed promptly and officiently. - ‘

"s, It is the boardts furthor opinion that the ocollision was not

' caused by or contributed to by any structural defect or eny failure in the

operation of the quipment aboard either vessel’.

"6e It is the board's opimion that action under R.S5. 4450, as amended,
is desmed apmropriate as to the l4iocenses held by Captain Swanson, Captein.
McKwever and Second tate Giblin, dutnone is indicated as to any other person=-
nol eboard the vegsselse ’

"e It is the opiniod of the board tint vessels equipped with radar
and using redar should in no vay deexdéised for rumning at speeds greater tlan
justificble for vessels not so eQuipped; that one of the primary causes
of collisiors of this mture wmder conditions of limlited visibility le
oxodesive spoed as a result of reliance upon the vessel's radar {o awdd
situmtions of danger, and to extricste the wossel from a dangerous position
vhich has aricen from moving at such excessive speed, such reliance frequently
complotely ignoring all other means of discowering and awoiding danger and
often in violation of the wellwostablished Rules of the Road, as well as other

applicable laws and regulationse? ‘

el
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5, Thoe Board made the followdng Recomenda thnss

"le It is rocomrended timt eharges of negligesmee be preferred
under R.S. 4450, as amsnded, agriost the licmsesof Captain Svanson, .
Coptain MeKcever and Second Mate Giblin, on the warious grounds meatiened
in the foregoing opinion of the board, In this conmection, it is to be
noted that none of these mom are &t present avalloble far* service of
charges in this juwisdiotion. ' ’

"2e 1t is the further recommendation of the board thet further
stuly be mde (on local, natiomal and internatiomal levels), in regard to
the application of the Rules of She Road to vessels equipped with rader
with a view of etrengthening the pWles to insure ocompliance by such Vese
sols, at least by requiring them ¢o operate and use the radar vhen nAvie
geting under conditions of limited and cbscured visibility.

3, It is recomended tmt no further action in this case be
taken by tho board.”

REMARKS

6o Hith respect to the navigation of ships equippe& with radar, ate
tentlon is invited to the statemert adopted at the intermational Conference
for Safety of Life at sea, which vas held in london from 23 April to 10 Juns
1948, which is as followe:

"The Coni‘erenee, whils recognizing that tne recent
edvances in radar and electronic navigstional aids

are of groat servioce to shipping, is of the opinion
that the possesgiom of any such device in no vay
relieves the master of a ship from his obligntion
strictly to obeserwve the requirements leld dovm in

the International Sfsgulations for DProventing Collisions
at Ses, and in pawticular, the obligations contained ix
Articles 15 and 16 of those Regulations."

T The record fully ostablisnes that both vessels were proceeding

at excessive speed in foge At the time such vessels sighted tne other on -
their radar, each should havwe been procesding at a moderate spsed.and though
st11l too far apart for their respeotive fog signals to be hoard and there=
fore not specifically required to stop their engines, both vessels, in the
exercise of good seamanship, were required to mavigate with extireme caution
under the circumstances until all dangex' of collisi.on vwas over, DBoth ves=
sels failed in this duty. '

«wBe
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on the TULIAHUMA t6 proosed at & moderate speed and tp navizats with eaution
during denes fog vhish resnlted 4a the subjest collisiom and caused the

First Assietant Engineer on the RVLIAHOMA to0 lose his 1ife constitutes evie -

dence of orininal liability withim the moaning of 46 USC 526 1 and m, 18 USC »
1118 and 18 USC 2198, As required by the provisions of .5. 41450, as amended, .
(46 Usc 2839 (h)), the record of Amwestization of subjest casualty will be
referred to the U. S. Atiorney Oeneee]l for investigation by and prosescution
through the Federal District ASGermy of the district having jurisdistion
under the provisions of the Criminal Code. _

e

Findings of Faet, Opiniong and Rgeommendations of the Marine Board of
Investigation be approved. ' ' ' :

\

/8/P. A. OVENDEN
P. A. OVEND

Indel M

25 March, 1952

Irom: Chief, Officé of terchent larine Safety
Tos Conr ndant '

Forwarded, recommending approvele

/s/H. C. SHEPHFARD
H. C. SHEFHEARD

APPROVED:; MAR 26 1952

/s/A. C. RICHMOND
K., C. RYCHMOND J
Rear Admiral, U. S. Coast Cuard
Acting Commandant afe




