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27 Januayy 1954
(UBL 315 -~ a-2 Ba!

Freame Chisf, Merchant Vesael Inspsetion Division
To: Comsandant
Via: Chlef, Office of Mowsbard Murine Zafety

Subj: Marine Board of Iuvestigetion; UBL 315 (Taunk Burge), explosion,
Point Pleasamt, ¥W. Va., 22 Desenber 1953 with less of life

1. On 22 Decegber 1953 the Tank Darge UBL 315, 726 g.%., divided into
2luht cargo compartmeprts, was in the process of belng wirlpped axd
cloansd for a change in the type of cargo to be earried. Sixz laborers
wers on bosrd engaged in clsaning operations whea an explosion vececurred
from an unknown origin which resultsd in the death of wull six laborers
on bonrd. Presunmebly the spark for tho ignition was produced by tie
dropping und breaking of a portabls elsctrie light glocbe, or boiler on
ths derriek moored against tho bovw of the berge. '

2. Pursuant to tas provisions of Title 45 C.F.R. Part 136, the record of
the Meripe Board of Investigation convened to investigate subject casuslty,
together with its Findings of Fact, Conslusions, and Recommeniations, bes
been revieswed and is foruaxded herewith. oo

)
[

3. It is deaired that tho Board sulmit e wupplezental report covering all
details vith respect to tie mannar, type of equipment, and procedure used
by the Marietta Mepufeeturing Company in cleaning and stripping cperstions
on tank bargee eimiler to that imvolved at the time subject casuslty
occurred, together with the opiafon of the Boazd with recpeet thereto,

4. Subject to the foregeing Remarks it is recoemended tbat the Findings of
Fact, Conclusions, wnd Recommendations of the iurive Board of Inweatigation
convenod to investigate subject casuelty be approved.

(edigned) P. A. 'Weﬁen

P, A. CYEYDBN

FIRST ENNORSEMENT ON MVI mswovandum of 27 Jamwxy 1954

From: Chiof, Office of Morchant Farire Sufety 25 Janvary 1954
Tor Cosmandont

Forwerded, roccmwend epyroval. )
Y ivg epr (eigned) H. C. Shepheard

H. C. SHEPHEARD
APPROVER: 1 YEB 1954
(aigned) Merlin O'Nesll
MERLIN OtBaill




REPORT
of a
BOARD OF INVESTICATION
convened at

Point FPleazant, Weat Va.

To imquire into the marine casualty involving an explosion and
subsequent fire on board the undocumented, wmenned Texk Barge
UBL 315 resulting in major damage to the barge and ths lose of
six {6) lives, which casualty occurred at or abdut 9:45 AM.,
E.S.T. on 22 December 1953 at the Maristta Marufucturing Compeny
Shipyard, Point Plessant, Wesi Virginia.




FIND LHGS OF FACT

Thers was involvod in the casualty at the Mmristta Manufacturing Company
Bhipyard, FPoint Plessant, West Virginle, on uhw moraing of 22 December )9%3,
ane (1) unmamed tank barge having cisrscteristica as foilows:

1. That the tack barge UBL 315, csrrier of liquid cargo in balk, unmaaned,
pop-propelisd, undocumented at the time of thia casmalty, oconstyucted of
steal, built in 1939, sise 195' X 35° % 16", T2b gross tons, 10,500 harrsl
capsoity, ounsd and operatad YWy Dnion Berge lime Cerporation of Pittsburgh,
Penmeylvanis, was woored at the Marieita Mamafweturing Company shipyard,

Pt. Plessant, Weat Virginia, mile 263.0 Ohio River, at approximstely

2, This vas & trunk type barge with a Pow and stern rake where no cargo

uas oarried. The veesol had a center lins liquid tight bulkhead sxtending
from collision bulkhead of the bow to onollisien bulkhead on the sters. Thres
tranaverss, liquld tight bulkheads, avenly sed betwesn collision bulkheads,
axtend;g i)*ull width of the harge forming oargo compartments (four down
each side). '

3. The lash apnual lnapseotion of the UBL 315 was made at Neville Island,
Fennsylvania, 4 May 1953, certificated for the oarriage of inflasmsebls or
combustible liguids of Grades "B" aud lower.

L. The UBL 315 arrived at the Marietia Mammfagturing Coupany yard on
Decembay 19th or 20ta, both of vhich wore mon work dage at this yard.
However, Mr. Keony, Production Maneger, regeived & talephons call on

18 December from Mr. Epler {repressntative of fmion Esrge Line Corporation)
and vas told that the barge would be in for stripplng and olsaning for &
change of vergo. The barge was presently carrying low pressure distillate
and was 1o ba cleaned for carriage of Menthel. The vossel was pot requived
tahegufreedaammpairaueratobeu&.

5. The oleaning was Legun the mornicg of 21 Deeember and ccntinued on the
woraing of 22 Deosmber. No. 3 conpartments, port aad starboard, &nd No. &
compartnonts, port and starbosrd, haé besn elsamsd and ths men were cleaning
No. 1 and Bo. 2 starboerd compartments at the time of the sxplonion at ebout
0945 on 22 December 1953.

6. Tiere wers six laborers and ons lahor foresan employsd in the clesning
of the bergs. Two men hed gone lnto the No. 2 starboard cargo compariment
uith uxydeu mesks, woodon buckels and sufety scoope. The thivd wan stood at




the cargo hateh to tend the aly linsy o ths wasks and raise the buckets by
s hand line when they vere fillad. Tuvo others wers preparing to enter the
No. 1 cargo compartment starboard side with the third msn standing by. The
labor foreman, Garland Nibert, lefi the barge approximetely three (3)
minutes before the explosion to obtain some rags for wiping ths holds. The
six (6) men, all employees of the Marietta Manufacturing Company, who were
on the varge at the time of the exploslon were killed. Two bodiesz werse
found in the No. 2 cargo compartment starboard. One body was found on ths
main deck near No. 1 cargo compartment hateh, pinned bensath one of the
motal skip boxes that wes sebtting on tae main deck. Three bodies were
recovered from the river by dragging. The six men are llated 28 follows:

1. CHESTER ELLIOT?, Age 26, Pt, Pleasant, W. Va.
Survived by widow and tvo children
Found in Ro. 2 comparimint starboard

2. HARRY BONECUPTER, Age 44, Pt. Pleasant, W. Va.
Survived by widow and 1 dawghter
Found by dragging , :

3. WILLIAM FIETCHER, Age 36, Henderson, K. Va.
Survived by widow )
Found on deck

4. CECIL RANDOLPH, Age 50, Pt. Fleasunt, ¥. Ve.
Single
Found by draggling

5. RAYMOND BELIER, Age 56, leon, W. Va.
Survived by widow and 1 davghter
Found in No. 2 compartuent starboavd

6. JOHN WHEEIER, Age 35, VWest Columbia, W. Va.
Servived by widow and 2 children
Found by dragging

7. At the time of the explosion all hotohes ol the barge vers opsa, four

hsd been clsaned and wipsd down but nob geas fryed. There was no alr being
used except for the oxygen macks the mon wsed while in the holds. There

were no pumps oy motors of apy kind wsed during the cleening operatlion.

There were portable explosion sefety lawps ueeé in the cleaning of the holde.
These lamps had baen connected znd vlaced on the barge by the yerd electriclans
who alen mide frequent inspsction of this squipeent to eep it in good cundition. -
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2, lUpom examinobtion of the Barps by the Boend, the alecivie i equipwent
wag found Lo be of the approved type, bowvever, severasl wires lad aen
bumeesd by the ire on ithe boarge following the axpleslen, The nndbmeged
Mirdpg wad careindly checked and ahowsd po plases where it might tuvs
shorted, The srundnelion of tihe damsge lndicatad that the explozion Dlint
sosurret in No. 1 cargo compartsent staxdoard, bthen to Ho, 2 etarboard, W
¥o. 2 povt compariment, tie dedk of theso conmpartmonts belug Llown off,
There were aloo lesser oxplosions, ons in No. 1 sarge cowpartmwent port and
in ¥o. 4 cargo compaxtyent port, Thoss explosions buckled the deck upward
fur approximetely four feet. The section of Gook plate and deck beaws
approximately 30' X 10* of the No. 3 ocargo compartment starboard wee blown
approximmtsly 200 feot up on the shors, striking a locometive crane and
conorete mixing iruck, csusing considerable damage, The saotinn of dack
plate approximataly 30' X 10! from the Wo. 2 carge oompertment port side
was hlown several mmndrad feet oud into the river,

9. The demage wves eslimated at 530,000.00.

10, The weather at the time of thz explosion wes partly cloudy with light
wind, temperature spproximetely 57 dogress.

1i. Perscansl with dquip@ent from the Coast Gusxd Depot, Fh. Pleasant, W. Va.
agninted in the dragging and the yeecovery of hodies from the Uhio River after

the explusion.

12. A preliminery lnvestigation was conducted by the Hecorder on this Board
immediately Sollowing the explosion cn 22 Decamber 1953.

LS.




Efver warefwily romgitering the eallmony aa? swaluntiog bbe vesuils of 1t4
wiglty o Lie acune of the explosion, the Bosrd soboludes ar follovs:

CORGLAS JORS

1. in thal there wers o swrvivors of personmsl oo board the Wi 315 al
the Ltwe of tho explosion, no eys witnssses to the events lomediately
preonuding the explosinn, end that the tostinony failad to adduoe any
pertipsnt facts thereto, the Poard ie unable to deteritine the exact cause
of this omaualiy.

1. Testimony zhous that the barge was not belng gas fresad, but only
stripped and clsansd for a change of cargo, in the seme manner and with the
same type of equipwent as had besn used by tho Mariette Maoufacturing
Gowpany employees for meversl years. ALl of the men on this partioular job
were wonsidered as well experienced men in work of this kind and bad been
smployed bty the Marietta Mamufacturing Company for saverel years.

15, The barge being moorsd at the Marlstte Manufacturing Company yurd at
the time of the explosion, thers were mo livensed or certiricated personpel
avolved.

16. While there are no rules or regulations requiring thet e barge be gas
froed bafore stripping or cleaning, it is the opinion of the Board that
the explosion would not have occourred bad the barge been gas freed.

17. As far as can be determined there wea no visidble fire héfora the
expleaion. ‘

18, in the abssnce of conclusive svidencs that would enable iths Board to
determine 3he axact osuse of this explosion, the Board can only presums
whet tha exploeion was most likely caused by ore of the folloving:

a. Dropping and breaking of & portable elactrical lamp globe.

b. KFlash vapsr Fire ignited by the steam boller oo the derrick barge
that wna moored ageinst the bow or upatreas std of the UBL 315.

s. The use of a galvuniged acoop instead of & non-apurking type.

4, PFriotios caused by petal uaually fouod in footwear may have been
a onnbributing feotor.




¥, Thero usre o Coent Guard vensals, perponnel, or alda to nnvigation
lormpived Ln this <amualty.

. There were mo inhuoies to any persormel, 7

F1. Trave were no violstlons of Marioe lave or regalaticns,
| RECOMMENDATIONS

22, *HT & furtier action be taken and the osse be clossd.

{signed} W. £. Schveiser

W. E, 3CIMEJZER
Commander, U, 3. Coast Guard

(Signed) Merton Hatfisld
MERTON HATFIELD
Commander, U, 8, Coast Guard

(Signed) Bernard 1. Clark
EERNARD 7., CLARK
Lt. Commander, U. 3. Coast Guard

Thw Board then adjourmed at 1700 to await the action of the sonvening
sntbority.

(Signed} W, B. Schweiser
W. E. SCHEIZER
Commandey, U, S, Coast Cuard, Chairmen

(34gned) Bernard T. Clark
BERNARD T. CLARK
b, Commander, U. 5. Cnast Guard, Reacorder




