vy

) ’

' UNITED STATES COAST GUARD \
WASHINGTON, D. C, - ¢

10 1993 o
.(1.2‘21%99 (RMIE) a2 84)

Froms Chief, Merghont Vesscl Inspection Tivision
Tos . Commndant ‘
Via:  Chief, Office of Merchant Narine Salety

Swbjs  ¥arine Dosrd of Investigations MB L2 E 299 (YOWIE) golug
over Dam #41, Obio River, 26 May 1953, with loss of life

1. Pursvant to the provisions of Title 46 C.F,R, Part 135, the resord of
the Marine Board convenead to investigate subject casualty, together with
its Findings of Fuct, Conclusions, and Recomendations, has beca reviewed

‘and is ‘forwaded herewith,

2. At about 2300 on 25 May 1953, the MB 2 E 299 (YONNIE) with seven
psroon® ¢n board was underway in the Louisville, XKentucky, Harbor arse,
Upon encountering driftwood, her motce was stopped and could not be
resiarted duc to & low battery, The VB 42 E 299 (YOMNIE) drifted past
& Cemet Quard Station to which a Neval vessel vas moored and could not
attrect the attention of eithsr to her distressed condition, The motor-
boat went through an open weir in Dam #41, dropping about 10 feet, during
shich one of the persans on board, Marshall W, Fem, lost his life,

3. The Board made the following Findings of Fact:

"l. The YONNIE, number 42 X 299, an inboard cabin crulser, twrenty
(20) feot long e owmed by Dr, Frank H, Wight, dr., M.D,, 330
‘Stils Avenue, Louisville, Kentucky, The YONNIE departed

Creek (Mile %S.B,mmﬁer) vith seven persons on hoerd at
about 2300 CDT on 25 May 1953, The boat was cperated by Fremk

H, wight, Sr, sge & years, '

%2, The follwing persons were on boards Bina Richard, Gledys
Shuffert, williem M, Arvin, Jr., Orson L. Arvin, John L. Relter,
Margball W, Fenn, &and Frank H, Wight, Sr., opemaiar cg the bamt,

"3, At Mle £03.5, Louisville Harbor ares, the motes was stopped
by the operator due to encountering driftwood, Attempts were then
made to astart the motor with the self starter without success due
to insufficient bettery power. Following this, sttempts were mede
to start the motor with crenk, but this was also vnaycosssful, |




"h. Imeediately after pocsing over the dan Mrehall W, Fena

m{agnhua?n‘. The hoat, hasvs:‘-wu

fioat ar we not matericlly demged, - Temxining
vere wninjured, The boat was later found to be

ocoupantse
adequately equippad with buoyant oushions,

"S, After the boat and its cocupmts hbad landed at Clarks-
ville, Indiana, Mile 605.7, the Coast Guard Station was
Do o They immodiataly procceded to the scene and
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MVI
Chief, KUI Divisien to 10 Jﬂywa
Cormandsan b (k2 5 299 (YORTIZ) a=2 Bd)

"10, aMmeaL,mx.ssL-és.mm the offsbore
side of the Lifeboat Station for & peried of abou cu wook,
It'was during this period that the subject ocseuslty occurred.

1. mweboatsuumugmmwmnmm

weathor entries wvere mude cvery two hours, The 200 entry on
25 ¥ay 1953 indicated a visibility of "k, which would nmean

ﬂutobaecuwmwmformmﬂzmmthnm
one mile,"

h. MMMﬂnfﬂchmm:

7l. Toestimony indicated that Mershell W, Fmdunwertho
«-u&:tmtmmwerummwmrmm,mm
in Geoath,

*"2. Due to conflicting evidence, themiambh
memtmrolmwmemmmmmum
disabled until the boat went over the dam, The
various vitnesses indicated that the closest point
to the louisville Lifeboat Station was between 100
yards, It is difficult for the Board to determine
the continnous anchor watch on the Havel vessel nor 1ookout
watch at the Lifchoat Station heard or sew the vessel in distress,
in view of the alleped signeling from the beat, The Board notes
that the following factors may have contributed to the distressed
veesel poing uanoticeds

(a) Glare and refloction of chore lights on the water,

(d) partisl obstruction of visicn by the Naval vessel
moored elongside, snd

(¢c) memwmgmm'mmmm
vessel .,

"3, The Bosrd visited the Lifebost Station and cbeerved the station
mmmmmmmprmmm moecndu:un
otthamﬁatmtobanusmw
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(\ Cidef, MVI Divisico to 10 July 1953
Camandant | (L2 B 299 (TowIr) a2 BY)

", mmmmmazmﬁwmmm,
butitappom,ﬂntttlmt.uotmlmmmm
inz en efficlent watch, Howbver, it is possible that the sbeenoe
of the lookout for thres minutes as testified, for the purpose
_ of calling bis relief, may have Doen during the criticel time -
the dissbled motorboat was signeling for sasistsnce. Evidence

indicated the YOHRIE was y abreast of the Cosst Guaxd
Station at approximately 2400 25 May 153, Informmtion obtained

operatore, The ressons why the ares is particularly besardous ares

(a) The difference of water levels is greater at Dem No, U2
than at any of the other movable dams,

(t)ﬁadnhnamtmmlupeint&tﬁsmwpm
of the dm rups parallel to the river axis,

(c)mmmammumwmmwu

8 mmmmmmmiuﬂmmumm
mplmmhocbmsoﬁngmmm.u it is bdalieved that
e the Poet efficiont of lifeboat stations csmmol sbeolutely preclude
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Hovever, 1t i» recommended in the future no vessel that will
in any way obstruct or restrict the efficiency of & lockout's
mwmumemmmmmoumn.

"2, While it is & genezal pmactice particulsrly at unite with

smmll coxplonents for the man on wateh to personmlly eall Ms

relief, it is recommended that at this station the relisf de
/S amlaned by some other method, '

"3. It i3 also recormendsd that a lstter De addressed to the

6. The Revommendations of the Board will be referred to the Office of Gperatioms
for such action ss8 may De appropriate, :

7. It is rocomended that the Findings of Fact, Conclusiens, and Recommendations
- of the Xurinoc Board of Investigatiem be approved, . ) .

/s/P. A. OVENIEN
P, 4, OVIDEN
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Chief, MVI Division to 10 July 1953
Commandeat - (k2 £ 259 (YOMUs) o2 54)
FIRST TNDORS:MENT TO MVI memorantu of 20 July 195 R

" Fgomy Chief, Office of Merchant Marine sarg'f.y

Toz Capmandant , o \

Subj: Marine Board of Investigetions m 42 B 299 (YONNIE) going
over Dan £l1, Ohlo River, 26 May 1953, with loss of 1ife

Forearded, roccrmending approval,

~ /sfH, C. SHEPHEARD
H. C. SHEPHEARD

APPROVIDs  JUL 16 1953 - ; b

/s /MERLIR O'NEILL
" FERLIN OWBILL

Vice Admiral, U.S. Coast Guard
Commandant




