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Editorials

Thwarted on chemical threat 
Friday, May 28, 2004

Sen. Jon Corzine must feel a bit like Cassandra, the tortured Trojan princess 
blessed with the power of prophecy and cursed by a spell that ensured no one 
would believe her. 

She warned the Trojans about the horse. Corzine has been wearing himself 
out warning America about the vulnerability of its chemical plants to terrorist 
attacks. And he's gotten nowhere. 

It is fitting that Corzine should take up this cause because New Jersey has 
more than its share of dangerous chemicals. According to an estimate by the 
Environmental Protection Agency, seven industrial sites near population 
centers in New Jersey store enough toxic materials to injure more than 1 
million people if the terrorists do their job well. If you're reading this editorial, 
one of them is virtually certain to be within range of you. 

As we approach the third anniversary of the Sept. 11 attacks, the federal 
government has done nothing to secure these sites. Congress is still debating. 
The Department of Homeland Security hasn't written safety standards, let 
alone moved to enforce them. 

With 15,000 vulnerable facilities around the country, nothing we do will 
guarantee our protection. Corzine understands that, which is why his bill would 
ask the Department of Homeland Security to begin with the most dangerous 
plants. His bill would require these companies to devise safety plans for 
department approval and to switch to safer products when practical. His bill 
won bipartisan approval in committee last year. 

But his success awakened industry lobbyists. Soon, a competing bill was 
offered by GOP Sen. James Inhofe that would take the teeth out of Corzine's 
approach. It would ask companies to file safety plans but would not require the 
Department of Homeland Security to read them. Inhofe, incredibly, says the 
department doesn't have enough staff for that. His bill would favor voluntary 
measures and would not press companies to switch to safer products. 
Republican leaders in the House have not even gotten that far. 

A fire at a chemical plant outside Atlanta this week offered a reminder of the 
danger. Burning chlorine pellets produced a toxic cloud that forced thousands 
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Thwarted on chemical threat 

to evacuate, closed a major highway for hours and sent dozens of people to 
hospital emergency rooms with inflamed lungs and burning eyes. 

There is little chance that Congress or the White House will produce a safety 
plan with teeth. Rest assured, though, they will form a commission to study the 
reasons we didn't act if one of the plants is targeted. 

For now, keep the duct tape handy. 

» Send This Page | » Print This Page
 

Copyright 2004 The Star-Ledger. Used by NJ.com with permission.

MORE OPINIONS
• Roxbury remains in denial 

• McCain vs. the new GOP 

• Preservation can't wait 

More Stories | Complete News Index

The Best Local Classifieds: Jobs | Autos | Real Estate | Place An Ad

 

Special Home Delivery Offers!
The Star-Ledger | The Times, Trenton | The Jersey Journal

Gloucester Co. Times | The Express-Times
Bridgeton News | Today's Sunbeam

About Us | Help/Feedback | Advertise With Us

Use of this site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement. Please read our Privacy Policy.
© 2004 NJ.com. All Rights Reserved.

  

http://www.nj.com/opinion/ledger/editorials/index.ssf?/base/news-1/108572599968651.xml (2 of 2) [6/1/2004 2:22:37 PM]

http://www.nj.com/sendthispage/sendthispage.ssf
http://www.nj.com/printer/printer.ssf?/base/news-1/108572599968651.xml
http://www.nj.com/opinion/ledger/editorials/index.ssf?/base/news-1/108606679444480.xml
http://www.nj.com/opinion/ledger/editorials/index.ssf?/base/news-1/108606680044480.xml
http://www.nj.com/opinion/ledger/editorials/index.ssf?/base/news-1/108606686544480.xml
http://www.nj.com/opinion/ledger/editorials/
http://www.nj.com/news/ledger/index/
http://ads1.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.nj.com/////ProxyLink/NJONLINE/CLICK_NJ10/ClassClick.html/
http://ads1.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.nj.com/////ProxyLink/NJONLINE/CLICK_NJ10/JobsClick.html/
http://ads1.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.nj.com/////ProxyLink/NJONLINE/CLICK_NJ10/AutosClick.html/
http://ads1.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.nj.com/////ProxyLink/NJONLINE/CLICK_NJ10/RealEstateClick.html/
http://ads1.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.nj.com/////ProxyLink/NJONLINE/CLICK_NJ10/PlaceAdClick.html/
http://ads1.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.nj.com/////ProxyLink/NJONLINE/CLICK_NJ10/SubLedgeClick.html/
http://ads1.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.nj.com/////ProxyLink/NJONLINE/CLICK_NJ10/SubTimesClick.html/
http://ads1.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.nj.com/////ProxyLink/NJONLINE/CLICK_NJ10/SubJournalClick.html/
http://ads1.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.nj.com/////ProxyLink/NJONLINE/CLICK_NJ10/GloucesterClick.html/
http://ads1.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.nj.com/////ProxyLink/NJONLINE/CLICK_NJ10/ExpressClick.html/
http://ads1.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.nj.com/////ProxyLink/NJONLINE/CLICK_NJ10/BridgeClick.html/
http://ads1.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.nj.com/////ProxyLink/NJONLINE/CLICK_NJ10/SunClick.html/
http://www.nj.com/aboutus/
http://www.nj.com/contactus/
http://www.nj.com/mediakit/
http://www.nj.com/useragreement/
http://www.nj.com/privacypolicy/
http://www.nj.com/
http://www.advance.net/
http://www.nj.com/
http://www.nj.com/classifieds/
http://www.nj.com/entertainment/
http://www.nj.com/living/
http://www.nj.com/live/
http://www.nj.com/forums/
http://www.nj.com/sports/
http://www.nj.com/local/
http://www.nj.com/news/
http://www.nj.com/
http://www.nj.com/jobs/
http://www.nj.com/autos/
http://www.nj.com/realestate/
http://www.nj.com/classifieds/
http://www.nj.com/placead/
http://ads3.udc.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.nj.com/opinion/ledger/editorials/index.ssf//base/news-1/108572599968651.xml/1988613137/Popup/default/empty.gif/39633231336331613430386433306330

	nj.com
	Thwarted on chemical threat 


	OIOJFMDABKOGLIPMIINAKLNNCMHALDFMAHCM: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: njo
	f2: 
	f3: 06/01/04 05/31/04 05/30/04 05/29/04 05/28/04 05/27/04 05/26/04 05/25/04 05/24/04 05/23/04 05/22/04 05/21/04 05/20/04 05/19/04
	f4: 20
	f5: [Pick Newspaper]
	f6: Enter Keyword(s)

	f7: 

	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: 219
	f2: NJ
	f3: Enter Category

	f4: 




