
Posth
u

m
ou

s B
en

efits

The IN
A

 allow
s for the aw

arding of posthum
ous

citizenship to active-duty m
ilitary personnel w

ho
die w

hile serving in the arm
ed forces. In addition,

surviving fam
ily m

em
bers seeking im

m
igration

benefits are given special consideration. To learn
m

ore, contact your m
ilitary point-of-contact or

the local district U
SC

IS office.

M
ilitary C

on
tact In

form
ation

If  You
 Q

u
alify...

Every m
ilitary installation should have a designated

point-of-contact to handle your application and certify
your Request for Certification of M

ilitary or N
aval Service (N

-426).
You should inquire through your chain of com

m
and to

find out w
ho this person is, so they can help you w

ith
your application packet.

Your point-of-contact w
ill send your N

-400, G
325B,

and certified N
-426 to:

The N
ebraska Service C

enter
PO

 Box 87426
Lincoln, N

E  68501-7426

The Service C
enter w

ill review
 your application and

perform
 the necessary security checks. Then, they w

ill
send it to the district office closest to your location.
If you have a preference as to w

here you w
ould like to

be interview
ed, you can provide that inform

ation in a
cover letter attached to your naturalization packet. The
district office w

ill set a date to interview
 you and test

your know
ledge of English and C

ivics. If granted, U
SC

IS
w

ill inform
 you of the date you can take your oath of

allegiance.

Form
s you

 w
ill n

eed to com
plete an

d su
bm

it:

�
N

-400, A
pplication for N

aturalization

�
N

-426, R
equest for C

ertification of M
ilitary or

N
aval Service (This form

 requires certification
by the m

ilitary prior to subm
ission to U

SC
IS)

�
G

-325B
, Biographic Inform

ation

Form
s an

d H
an

dbooks

To get these form
s, you can call the U

SC
IS Form

 Line
at: 1-800-870-3676 to request the “M

ilitary Packet”
and obtain a copy of the handbook, “G

uide to
N

aturalization” or visit the w
ebsite w

w
w

.uscis.gov
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n

el

O
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If you are a m
em

ber of the U
.S. A

rm
ed Forces and

are interested in becom
ing a U

.S. citizen, you m
ay be

eligible to apply for citizenship under special provi-
sions provided for in the Im

m
igration and N

ationality
A

ct (IN
A

). G
enerally, service in the U

.S. A
rm

ed Forces
m

eans service in one of the follow
ing branches:

�
A

rm
y

�
N

avy

�
M

arine C
orps

�
A

ir Force

�
C

oast G
uard

�
C

ertain R
eserve com

ponents of the N
ational G

uard

�
Selected R

eserve of the R
eady R

eserve

R
ecent changes in the relevant sections of the IN

A
(Sections 328 and 329) m

ake it easier for qualified
m

ilitary personnel to becom
e

U
.S. citizens if they choose

to file a naturalization
application.

In addition, the U
.S. C

itizen-
ship and Im

m
igration

Services (U
SC

IS) has created
a stream

lined process specifi-
cally for m

ilitary personnel
serving in active-duty status
or recently discharged.

This brochure provides you
w

ith som
e basic inform

ation
about the law

s that govern citizenship for m
ilitary

personnel and the process that you should follow
 to

begin your journey to citizenship.

D
o You

 Q
u

alify?

There are general requirem
ents and qualifications that

m
ust be m

et in order for you to becom
e a U

.S. citizen.
These include:

�
D

em
onstrating that you have good m

oral character

�
D

em
onstrating know

ledge of the English language

�
D

em
onstrating know

ledge of  U
.S. governm

ent and
history (“civics”)

�
D

em
onstrating attachm

ent to the U
.S. by taking an

oath of allegiance to the U
.S. C

onstitution.

A
s a m

em
ber of the m

ilitary there are other naturaliza-
tion requirem

ents that you m
ay be excepted from

,
including the required residency and physical presence
in the U

nited States.  These exceptions are outlined in
Sections 328 and 329 of the IN

A
.

If you m
eet all of the check m

arks in either section, you
m

ay apply  for citizenship under that section.

Section
 329, IN

A

This section applies to m
em

bers of the U
.S. A

rm
ed

Forces w
ho serve in active-duty status during

authorized periods of conflict as outlined in the
IN

A
 or any additional period designated by the

President in an Executive O
rder.*

You m
ay qualify if:

�
You served honorably in the U

.S. A
rm

ed Forces
during an authorized period of  conflict?

�
A

fter enlistm
ent, w

ere you law
fully adm

itted
as a perm

anent resident of the U
nited States,

O
R

 at the tim
e of enlistm

ent, reenlistm
ent or

induction w
ere you physically present in the

U
nited States or a qualifying territory?

*
R

ecently, the President signed an Executive
O

rder identifying Septem
ber 11, 2001 and

after as an authorized period of conflict.

Eligibility an
d th

e Process

Section
 328, IN

A

This section applies to all m
em

bers currently
serving in the U

.S. A
rm

ed Forces or those w
ho

have already been discharged from
 service. You

m
ay qualify if:

�
H

ave you served honorably for a total of one or
m

ore years?

�
A

re you a law
ful perm

anent resident?

�
W

ill you be filing your application for
naturalization w

hile still in service or w
ithin

six m
onths of being discharged?

C
h

an
ges on

 O
ctober 1, 2004

R
ecent legislation has called for additional benefits

to m
em

bers of the m
ilitary. These benefits w

ill go
into effect on O

ctober 1, 2004.

N
o fees w

ill be charged w
hen you file for

naturalization.

The naturalization process w
ill be m

ade available
overseas to m

em
bers of the A

rm
ed Forces at U

.S.
em

bassies, consulates, and w
here practical, m

ilitary
installations abroad.


