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~~~:~~~;-~ai!~. me. ~ni~ish~~~ ~An applicant for naturalization who fails tlJ
the first examination will be afforded a scc
days after the first e)tamin~tion (8 CFR 33~
(8 CFR 312.5(a»).

II. Tat of EogIiJh

'no 

OPportunity to pass the test(s), not ca.-li~r thWt 60
.3(b)), but within 90 days after the first examination
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SUBJECT: Standardization ofProcedu~~ for Testing Naturaliza!ion Ae~li~Q.l1~ on Enp;li.~lt~

.QiY.ig
-

focus exclusively on matcria1 dealing with U.S. history and government, but are drawn from
vocabulary more ordinarily used in evc(Yday situations. These alternative sources are widely
available to the public. Thc~forc, offi~crs ~ strongly encouraged to select sente:nccs from
the "Samplc: Sentencc:s for Written ED"giish Testing." avaj[ablt: in th~ ba~k pocket of A Gltid£
to Nacuraliwtton. The sentences from the "Everyday Life" <:olumn of the Sample Sentencesare also available in CLAIIv1S 4.: .

LeJ28'h of lest: Each applicant shall be ~vc;n an opportwlity to read up to three gentences, if
necessary t but no ~licant 3hnll bc rcq~ed to read more sentences than necessaIy to
demonstmtc reading ability. t

.

Scor;ng and Passing Score: An applicant's ability to read shall be sufficiently demonstrated
if the applicant C:aD read one sentcence "in a manner suggesting to the officer that the applicant
appears to understand the meaning of the sentcncc at a genera] level. When an officer makes
a positive determination aftc:r h~g ~ first sentence, the applicant does not need to read a
second or third sentence. Applicants shall not be failed because of their accent when

speaking English.

.

How do I determine an a~~licant7s abilit'{ to Mite En~lish?
.Source of testing material: An applicant's ability to write English is tested using excerpts

from one or more parts of the Service authorized Federal Textbooks on Citizenship
(Publications M-289 and M-291) writted at the elementary literacy levcl (8 CFR 312.1 (c)(2».

A/(ernative sources attesting material-' As noted in the reading section, officers may also
select sentences from the "Sample Sentences for Wrinen English Testing," available in the
back: pocket of A Guide to Naturalization.

Length of test.. Each applicant shall be given up to three opportunities to write a sentence. if
net:essary. but no applicant shall be required to write more sentences than necessary to
demonstmte 'Writing ability. The officer ~hall .-epeat each seI1tencc clcarly if asked or if
necessary to ensw-e that the applicant un~erstands the sentence.

..

Scormg and Passing Score: An applicant's ability to write shall be sufficiently demonstrated
if the applicant can mite one sentc~Cce that would be understandable as written to a
reasonable per5on. An applicant shall n<rt be failed because of spelling, capitaliution, or
punctuation eITors unless the errors would prevent a reasonable person ft-om under-standing
what the sentence means.
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.s .Memor d cb e the waive ofrhe En lish re uirement?
This memorandum does not change the det !rmination of applicants' eligibility for "55/15" or
"5"0/2071 waivers. Sce below for a brief diS~~5sion of upcoming changes to disability wai ver and

accommodatio~ policy.

~amental3 of U.S. History and th~~ ~ and form of ~OV~mIl~
.Sourc~ of testing materia/: Thc scope ( fthe examination shall be limit.ed to subject matters

covered in the Service authorized Feder~ Textbook~ on Citiunghip, except for thc idc:ntity of
current officeholders (8 CFR 312.2(c)(2)).

. Alternative SQurces of testing malerial: Officers are encouraged to use the list of 100
questions available in CLAIMS 4 and attached to this memorandmn. Because the lists of ten
questions in CLAIMS 4 are randomly generated, officers must review each set of questions to
determine if the list contains questions tflat are too comp(ex or advanced for the applicant,
taking into consideration the factors in 3 CFR 3 (2.2(c)(2), such as the applicant's education,
background. age, length of residence in the United States, opportunities available and cfforts
made to acquire the knowledge. Officet:S should continue to test applicants who qualify for
65/20 "special consideration" by using fte list of 25 qucstions developed for this purpose (see
attachment). .

..

Scoring'and Passing Scores: An applicant's knowledge of civics shall be sufficiently
demonstrated if the applicant can couectly answer six or more questions. Applicants
meeting 65/20 requirements demonstrate sufficient kflowledge with si~ cotTect at1SWc:r:;.

A- Disabilitv Waiver~

We are currently in the process ofrcvising Foml N.648. M~dical Certification for
Disability Exccptions to improve the way doctors provide the Service with intormation about
disabiliries or impaim1ents that may quatif)' an applic3n( tor 3 \vaiver from the tests of English
and civiC$- We will notify you well in advance uCthe eftective date of the revised fonn.
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B. Rea..~nab(e Accom.lnodations-~~-

Weare currently drafting guidance c
officers are reminded of the need to responc
accommodations. ApplicantS need not sub
particular, officcrs should bc sensitive: to fQ
English and civics are cond~ to give apj
opportunity to demonstrate ~ ability.

n reasonable accommodations. In the meantime,
Bppropriately to BppliCMts' r~ucst3 for reasonabl~
nit aForm N-648 to make such a requeSt. Inlucsts 

10 alter how different aspects of the tests ofIUcants 
with hearing, sight, or gpeech impairments an

V. EDglish and CMQ T cat Redaip
As part of thc ovcrall rcenginccring

completely redesign the tests of English mc
fj~ Ycar 2001 budget. and we hope to a~
new standardized approaches to testing.

>fthe naturalization program. the Service plans to
civi~. Funding for this (aSk was included in the'ard 

a contract to develop new tests and to propose

Questions about this mcmorandum !
PietropaoJi of the Immigration Services Div
redesign should be directed through charute
Division by cc:Mail.

nould 

be directed through channels to Loriimon 
by ee.:Mail. Questions about the testings 

to Lyle Boelens of the IIrunigration Services
i
I

Attachments

i..
i
I
I

t
I



Everyday Life

ASc
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Ami
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Am~
Am~

p,

-!r1aror 1~ ~I~~tcd for G y_C$. ;
is the VIce President of the United S~1.

eoplc: W2.nt fO be free- i
rica i~ th~ land of freedom. i
IfJitcd S[cI(CS citizens havc rhc right to VOtc. ;
rica is rhc homc of EhC bravc.
rIa is the land of th~ free. :

is the Presidenr of the United S~tes. :
Lici2Fns havc the right to vore. j
ConlUess is part of thc American govcmmc:nt. !
Conl'fC'SS meets in Washington, D.C. !
,,-on: ;rC:$~_pa$Se.s la.ws in the Ullited Statc,. ,:
,Geol ~e W~hin~on ~ the first president.
I waJl[ [0 bt. ~ C1Glen of th~ United Sbtes.
I wah( to bc aJ1 American citi~n. .
I waJ'\( £0 bccomc an .A.mcrican so I can vOt(.
It is rnpOftan£ for all citizens to vot~. ~
Ma pcople come to America for freedom. :
Man people have died for freedom.
Mar ha Washington was the firsr first. lady.
Onl Congress <;;an declare war.
Our Governmel\f is djvided into three b~nch~s.
'eo Ie in America have the righ[ to freedom.
eo I~ voce for [h~ Pr~idcnt in NoYcmber

-~lC crican flag has sr.ar3 and strip~.
-l\e erican flag has 13 snipes.
~1C: apir.;J of the UC\tted States is Washington. D.q.

1 ne 010c5 of the flag are r~d. whit~. and blue. ;
'[he -'ons[iru(io[1 is the Suprt:m~ l.1w of our Iwd-
Thc ag of the United Srares has 50 5Glrs. ~
The oust: and Senare a~ parrs of Congress. j
Tht: pcople have a voice in Gcm:mmcnt. :
1 C\e eople in the cl~ss took ~ citiunship res-t. i
Thf: r~sident f:nforces rhe laws- :
The resident has th~ power of Veto.
J /\f: resjdf:nt is eJecrt:d evC'ry 4 yr:ars. .
J. n~ resid~nt Jivc~ in thc: White House. ;
1 he President lives in Washington. D.C.
I he: Presidenr mus[ be :In Arne.ri~n cici7en-
I he Presidenc must be born in the United Sra[es. ,
1 ne Presiden[ signs bills into iaw. ;
iht $tars of {he American flag art white. :
I he Statue of Libcrry was :a. gjft from France.
I he stripes of the Americ2n flag 2re red and white.
I ne Whir~ House is in Washin~ton. D.C.

Thc Unircd SCircs flag is [cd. whi[~, and bluc.
I ne Uni(~d Sr~res of Amt:rica ha~ 50 stat~s.

.here are 50 sr..te... in rhe Uninn-
Th~le are three branche!' ofGovernm~"r.

He ~c to liye with his brothc:r.
H~ has a very big dog-
He knows how to rjd~ ~ bi~.
He wan[ed to find a job.
Hc wanted to calk to hi5 bo~.
Hc wcnt to th~ pOSt officc.
His wife is at work right now.
His wife worked in die house. .

I am (00 busy [0 ralk today-
I bouPtt a blue car today.
I came to (city) today for my int~rvic:w.
I count thc: cats as they pus by the office-
I drive a. blue car to work.
I.go to work t-vt:ryday.
I have dtree children.
I know how to speak English.
I live in the State of
I want to be :l United States citizen.
It is a good job to st:ut with-
My car does nor work.
She can s~ Eng!.ish very well.
She cookS for hc:r friends.
.She is my daughter. and he is my son.
Shc nccds to buy some n~\\' cloches. .
Shc: wan[~d to Iivc near her brothct.
Sh~ was happy with h(;r house. :

The boy thrc:w a b.11.
The children bo\tght a n.ewspa.per.
The children play at" schoot-
Th~ cruldr~n wa.t1rc:d a rc:lt-vision.
Thc man wanrtd fa g:L a. job.
Thc tcachcr was proud of h~r cla.ss.
The white house has a hiS tr~.
They are 3 very happy family.
They are very happy with their car-
They buy many things at thc store.
Tht'y {;.mc (0 Jive in the United St3r~s-
They go to the grocery store.
They hav(' horses on [heir &r:m.
They live togemer in ;) big house.
They work w~ll ragethcr.
Today I am going [0 the sroc(:.
Today is a sunny day.
Warm clothing was on sale in the s(ore.
We art: very Sm:.tr 1:0 I~~rn rhis.
Wc h~vc 4 v~ry clcan hOlISC-
You cook very wcll.
You drink t('l~ mucJ~ coffee-
You work \'ery' h;lrd at your job-
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DEPARThf.t:NT OF JUSTICE
lInQJfgration & NitunUzadon Service

100 Typical Questions

WHAT ARE THE COlORS OF OUR. fL¥?
\ I

HOW MANY STARS ~ 'nIERE IN Ol

2.

rR. FLAG?

:I WHA T COLOR ARE THE ST ~ ON Ol

4. WHAT DO mE STARS ON ~ FLAG ]

s. HOW MANY STRJP'ES ARE THERE IN 1

6. WHAT COLOR ARE 11m STRIPES?

7. WHA T DO THE STRIPES ON THE FLAG

8. HOW MANY STATES ARE nmRE IN 11

9. Wl-tA T IS TH£ 4TH OF JUt.. Y?

10.

1 r INDEPENDENCE FROM WHOM?

12.

13.

14,

IS.

16.

17.

18.

19. WHA. T IS THE CONSTITUTION?

20, CAN THE CONSnTUTION BE CHANGEI

,21 WIofA T DO WE CALL A CHANGE TO nil
~ CONSllTUnON?

11.

23.

24.

25.
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26. WHO MAKES TIlE LAWS IN THE UNITED STATES?

~A T lS CONGR£SS? :27.

28.

29. WHO ELECTS CONGRESS?

30.

31

FOR HOW LONG DO WE ELECT £AC~ SENA mR?32.

33. HOW MANY REPRESENTATIVES ARE

rnmRE 

IN CONGKESS?

fOI\ HOW LONG 00 WE ELECT THE ~34. EPRESENT A llVES?

35. WHAT IS 11lE EXECUTIVB BRANCH (J

r 

0Uk OOyERNMEN17

36. WHAT IS THE JUDICIARY BRANCH or

I 

OUP;. OOVER.NMErom

37.
.-

WHAT ARE THE DUTIES Of' mE SUP~

38. WHAT IS THE SUPREMF. LAW OF THE:UNITED STATES?

39. WHAT 15 THE BILL Of RIGHTS?

40. WHAT IS THE CAPiTAL OF YOUR STATE?

41.

42.

WHO IS THE CURRENT GOVERNOROP YOUR STA TE?

WHO BECOMES PRESIDENT OF THE uls.A- IF THE. PRESIDENT AND mE VICE-PRESIDENT
SHOULD DIE? !

43. WHO IS T~E CHIEF JUS11CF. OP THE S~~ME COURT?

CAN YOU NAME THE THIRTEEN ORIGiNAL STA ~S?'1-4.

4S. WHO SAID. "GIVE ME LIBERTY OR. OIVE ME DEATJ-{"?

46. WHICH COUNTKlES WERE OUR ENEMrES DUIUNG WORLD WAR II?

47. WIIA T ARE THE 49TH AND 50TH STATES OF THE UNION?

48, HOW MANY TERMS CAN A PRESIDENt SERVE?

49. WHO WAS MARTIN lUTHER KING. JR.?

50. WHO IS THE HEAD Of YOUR LOCAL GOVERNMENT'?

51 ACCORDIN(; TO THE CONSTITUTION. A PERSON MUST MEET CERTAIN REQUIREMENTS iN
ORDER. TO BE Ei..IGIBLE TO BECUME PRESIDENT. NAME ONE OF THESE REQUIREMENTS.

.:!-
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52. WHY ARf. THERE 100 SENATORS IN THE SENATf.?

53. WHO SE.LECTS THE SUPREME COURT JUsnCES?

HOW MANY SUPREME COUR:T rumC!:ES ARE mERE?

WHY DID mE PILGRIMS COME TO ~CA 1

54.

55.

56. WHAT IS mE HEAD E,XEcunV E Of \ ST A. TE GQVEKNM Em CALLED?

.17. WHAT IS THE BEAD EXEcunVE OF ~ CI1Y GOVERNMENT CALLED?

58. WHAT HOLIDAY WAS CELEBR,A. TED 1

rOR 

THE FLRST TrME BY mE AMERICAN C;OWNlSTS?

59- WHO WAS THE. MAIN WRITER OF nil : DECLARA nON OF rNDEPENDENCE?

60 WHEN WAS THE DECLARATION OF n

!DEPENDENCE 

ADOPTED?

61 WHAT IS THE BASIC BELIEf OF THE I IECLARA TION OF INDEPENDENCE?

62. W1-IA T (S THE NATIONAL ANffiEM OF THE UNITED STATES?

63. WHO WROTE THE STAR.-SPANGLEDB-"NNER?

64. WJ.mRE DOES FREEDOM OF SPEECH (

i
WHAT IS THE MINIMUM VOTING AGaiN THE UNtTED STATES?..65.

66. WHO SIGNS BILLS fNTO LAW?

67. WHAT IS THE HIGHF.STCOURT rN THE UNTIED STATES?

68; W1iO WAS THE PRESIDENT DUR.lNGTHE CIVIL WAR?

69- WHAT DrD THF. EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION DO?

70. WHAT SPECIAL GROUP ADVISES THE PR£S[DENT?

71 WHICH PRESIDENT IS ChLLED THE "fATHER Of OUR COUNTRY"?

72. WHAT (MMIGRA 110N AND NA TURALizA nON SERVICE fORM IS USED TO APPLY TO
BECOME A NATURALlZEDCIT[ZENt

73. WHO HELPED THE P(LGRIMS IN AMERICA?

74. WHAT ($ THE NAME Of THE SHIP THAT BROUGHT THE PILGRJMS TO AMERICA?

75 WHAT WERE THE 13 ORJGINAL STAT£SOF THE UNITED STATES CALLED?

76.

NAME J RJGHTS OR FREEDOMS GUARANTEED BY THE BILL OF RiGHTS?

.
77. WHO HAS THE POW:ERTO DECLARE WAR?

-J-
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.

78.

79. WHICH PRESIDENT fREED THE SLA YES?

80. IN WHAT YEAR WAS T}{E CONSTITlJl ~ON WR.rrrEN?
I

KI WHAT ARE mE FIRST to AM£NDME1I

TS 

TO THE. CONSTI11JTION CALLED?

32. NAME ONE PURPOSE OF THE UNITED

83. WHER£ DOf;S CONGREsS MEET?

14.

as. MIA T IS mE INTRODUCtION TO niB; CONSnTtJTION CALLED?

86. NAME ONE BE~EFIT OF BE['tIlG A Cin ~ OF THE UNrrED STATES.

87. \\o1iAT IS THE MOST JMPORTANTR.IGI

IT 

GRANTED TO U.S. CITIZENS?

88, WHAT IS mE UNITED 5T A TES CAPfT(

19.

90.

WP..A T is THE WJn're HOUSE?, -

WHER.E IS THE WHITE HOUSE LOCA:J1

.

I

WHAT IS THE NAME OF THE PRESJDcl'lT'S OFfrCI.A.L HOME?91

92 NAME ONE RIGHT GUARANTEED BY TI-IE FIRST AMENDMENT.

93. WHO IS THE COMMANDER IN CI-UEF OF THE U.S- MfLITARY?

94 WHICH PRESIDENT WAS THE FIRST COMMANDER IN CHIEF OF mE U -5. MILITARY?

IN WHAT MONTH DO WE VOTE FOR THE PRESIDENT?95.

96- IN WHAT MONTH IS mE NEW PRESID~NT INAUGURATED?

97. HOW MANY TIMES MAYA SENATOR BE RE-ELECTED?

98. HOW MANY TIMES MAY A CONGRESSMAN BE: RE-ELECTED?

99 WHAT ARE THE 2 MAJOR POLITICALP"ARTIES IN THE U.S. TODAY?

100. HOW MANY STATES ARE THERE IN THE UNITED STATES?

-.t-
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ANSWER SHEET

R.ED. WHITE, AND BLUEI.

t I. ENGLAND

12. E.NGLAND

17. VrCE PR.I!:SID£NT

18. FOUR YEARS

t 9. THE SUPREME LAW OF THE LAND

20. YES

2 t. AMENDMENTS

22.27

23.3

24. LEGISLATIVE. EXECUTIVE, AND lUDICIAR Y

25. CONGRESS

26. CONGR£SS

-5-
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27. THE SENA n AND mE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

28. TO MAKE lA WS

29- THE PEOPLE

30. JOO

31. (INSERT LOCAL INFORMATION)

32. 6 YEARS

". i'5

34. 2 YEARS

3.5. THE PRESIDENT. CABINET, AND DEPARTMENTS UNDER THE CABINET MEMBERS

36. n.IE SUPREME COURT

37 TO INTERPRET LA WS

38. 'nIB ~ON§TI1Ufl0N

39. THE FIRST 10 AMENDMENTS Of THE ~ONSTlnmON
.

40. (INSERT LOCAL INFORMATION)

41. (INSERT LOCAL ~ORMA TION)

42. SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRF.SENTA T£YES

43. WILLIAM RfHNQUlST

44.
,

CONNECTICUT. Nr;w HAMPSHIRE.; YORK. NEW JERSEY. MASSACHUS ETTS.
PENNSYLVANIA, DELAWARE. VIRG A. ~ORTH CAROLINA, SOUTH CAROL[NA. GEORGIA.
RHODE [SLAND. AND MARYLAND

45. PATRICK HENRY

46. GERMANY. ITALY. ~ JAPAN

47. HAWAII AND ALASKA

48, 2

49. A CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER

50. (INSERT LOCAL lNFORMA TION)

51. MUST BE A NATURAL BORN CITIZEN OF THE UNITED STATES:
MUST BE A T LEAST JS YEARS OLD BY THE TIME HE/SHE WILL ~ER.VE: MUST HA Vt LIVED
IN THE UNITED STATES FOR AT LEAST 14 YEARS

.6~
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52.

TWO (2) FROM EACH Sf ATE

APPOINTED By THE PRESIDENT53.

54. NINE (9)

55. FOR RELIGIOUS FREEOOM

S6 GOVERNOR

'7. MAYOR

58. 'nJANkSO I VIN G

59. THOMAS JEFFERSON

60. JTJL Y 4, 1776

61- THAT ALL MEN ARE CREATED EQU1L

THE STAR.SPANGLEDBANNER ~

.-
FRANCIS soon KEY

62.

63.

64. THE BILL OF RlGHTS

65, E(GHTEEN (13)

66. THEPR£SfDENT

67. THESUPR.EMECOURT

6i. ABRAHAM LINCOLN

fREED MANY SLAVES69.

70. THE; CABINET

71 GEORGE WASHINGTON

72. FORM N-400, "APPUCATIONTO FILE PETITION FOR NA11JRAUZATION"

73.

THE AMER.ICAN INDIANS (NA TIVE AMERICANS)

THE Mil. YFLOWER74.

75. COLONIES

76.
(A) THE RIGHT OF FREEDOM OF SPEECH. PRESS, RELIGION. PEACEABLE. ASSEMBLY AND

REQUESTING CHANGE Of GOVERNMENT.

-7-
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94. GEORGE W ASHINOTON

95. NOVEMBER

96. JANUARY
,. '... .-.

::,' "

.;' '..:: ,. '. "" -..:. .~.',:: ..', ,;;',;, ::,'
,-, ..'.., ~ ..J ~~ .'.. T' ,::aI~,.;'

..,.::..~':;'."';: :.:~..".:::'",-,.'.t:~-~;O":'"THEK£ISNO~ '-'.'. " -.'~.~".. y'4;!.~:.:; :.~.

';:i.'...' .'~':,"~::-;.:.~.'~:.
nl!kE:lSNOLUY-:' ..'

.,I.
.',

DEMOC~11C ~Ii&PuBUCAN ~. -:.'.

-"'.
.".-97~

98.

99. ~. ..
,. -:':: -

100. (~)
-

...°00

.9.






