
NEWS RELEASE
OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES ATTORNEY

WESTERN DISTRICT OF MISSOURI

TODD P. GRAVES
Contact Don Ledford, Public Affairs ! (816) 426-4220 ! 400 East Ninth Street, Room 5510 ! Kansas City, MO 64106

www.usdoj.gov/usao/mow

APRIL 11, 2003
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE AWARDS GRANT MONEY 
TO HIRE LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS TO PROTECT

GRANDVIEW, POLK COUNTY SCHOOLS

WASHINGTON, D.C.  - Todd P. Graves, United States Attorney for the Western
District of Missouri, and the Department of Justice Office of Community Oriented Policing
Services (COPS) today announced grants totaling $20.5 million to allow 120 law enforcement
agencies in 36 states to hire 180 additional officers and deputies to protect our nation's schools.  

The city of Grandview, Mo., will be awarded an estimated $121,493 to employ one
additional officer to help protect its schools and the Polk County Sheriff’s Department will be
awarded an estimated $125,000 to employee one additional officer to help protect its schools.

Today's grants are being awarded under the COPS In Schools program, which provides a
maximum of $125,000, over a three-year period, to cover the salary and benefits of new school
resource officers assigned to protect schools. COPS also provides school safety training for the
officer and an administrator from the school where the officer will be assigned.

To support the Administration's priority of advancing homeland security, COPS has
enhanced the training associated with these grants by incorporating instruction on terrorism
prevention, emergency response, and the critical role of schools in community preparedness and
disaster recovery. 

"As local law enforcement agencies are confronted with today's new challenges and
threats, the Department of Justice is committed to helping meet their needs," said Attorney
General John Ashcroft. "Local law enforcement is an essential and valued partner in the war on
terrorism, and these grants will ensure that local agencies are able hire new officers who have
received much-needed terrorism prevention and  response training." 

"The funds announced today will enable law enforcement agencies to provide a



heightened level of safety in the schools in which officers are assigned, and will go a long way
toward ensuring that schools are fully incorporated into local emergency response plans," said
COPS Director Carl R. Peed. "COPS is pleased to be able to provide some of the first law
enforcement funding since the federal budget was passed just seven weeks ago."

Including today's grants, the COPS In Schools program has provided more than $715
million to nearly 2,600 state and local law enforcement agencies to hire and train over school
resource officers.
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