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Conservation Reserve Program

The United States Department of Agriculture
(USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its
programs and activities on the basis of race,
color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability,
political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or
family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to
all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who
require alternative means for communication of
program information (Braille, large print,
audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s
TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and
TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA,
Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W,
Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue,
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202)
720-5964 (voice and TDD).  USDA is an equal
opportunity provider and employer.

Background

Authorized by the FY 2000 agricul-
tural appropriations bill, FSA issued
a Federal Register notice on Octo-
ber 20 providing an opportunity to
submit applications to conduct pilot
projects for harvesting of biomass
from CRP land to be used for en-
ergy production.

Under the statute, up to 6 projects
(no more than one of which in each
State) are authorized.

Pilot Project Terms

The terms of the projects include:

■ Acreage may not be harvested
more than once every other
year.

■ No more than 25 percent of the
total CRP acreage in any
NASS Crop Reporting District
(map attached) may be har-
vested in any 1 year.

■ No commercial use may be
made other than energy pro-
duction from biomass.

■ The total of all projects may not
exceed 250,000 acres and indi-
vidual pilot projects will not gen-
erally be approved if they
exceed 50,000 acres.

Biomass Pilot Projects

■ A payment reduction equal to
25 percent of the annual rental
payment will apply during the
year the acreage is harvested.

■ Pilot projects must be
conducted for a minimum of 10
years.

Eligible Land

All CRP land is eligible except that
land:

■ devoted to field windbreaks,
waterways, shallow water ways
for wildlife, contour grass strips,
shelter belts, living snow
fences, permanent vegetation
to reduce salinity, salt tolerant
vegetative cover, filter strips,
riparian buffers, wetland
restoration, and cross-wind trap
strips or

■ land that is within an approved
wellhead protection area not to
exceed 2,000 foot radius, has
an erodibility index of more than
15, is within 1,000 feet of a
stream or other waterbody, or
considered a wetland under the
regulations at 7 CFR part 12.

Project Applications

Project applications must be sub-
mitted to the FSA State Executive
Director by December 19, 2000.
Comments may be included with
submissions to suggest that the
limitations, to the extent that they

are not statutory, should not apply
or that other limitations should ap-
ply.

Project Applications Review

State FSA Committees, in
consultation with NRCS and the
State Technical Committee, will
make recommendations to a
National level interagency group.
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NASS Crop Reporting Districts


