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The U.S. National Committee on Vital and Heal[il Sta -
tistics was established in 1948 at the request of the Depa]:t-
ment of State in accordance with recommendations of the
First World Health Assembly to advise on matters relating
to vital and health statistics and to promote and secure
technical developments in this field.

Specifically the functions of the National Committee are
to:

Delineate statistical problems of public health im -
portance which are of national or international in-
terest;

Stimulate studies of such problems by other organi -
zations and agencies whenever possible, or make
investigations of such problems through subconl -
mittees appointed for the purpose;

Review findings submitted by other organizations
and agencies or by its subcommittees, and make
recommendations for national and/or international
adoption;

Cooperate with and advise other organizations on
matters relating to vital and health statistics inthe
United States especially with reference to defi-
nitions, statistical standards, and measurement
problems;

Advise on problems relating to vital and health sta-
tistics of national and international concern; and

Cooperate with national committees of other coun-
tries and with the World Health Organization and
other international agencies in the study ofprob-
lems of mutual interest.
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ACTIVITIES DURING FISCAL YEAR 1973

The U.S. National Committee on Vital and Health Statistics submitted
proposals to the World Health Organization during fiscal year 1973 for
the Ninth Revision of the International Classification of Diseases, in-
cluding a new classification of surgical procedures. The Uniform Hos-
pital Abstract Form Subcommittee’s final report was approved and
published by the National Committee. Consultants prepared a draft of
a report for consideration by the National Committee on the Minimum
Basic Data Set for Ambulatory Medical Care Records. Needed statistics
and statistical data systems for formulation of national population
policy were studied and recommendations will be submitted next year
to the National Committee.

The United States proposals for the Ninth Revision of the Inter-
national Classification of Diseases were submitted to the World Health
Organization in December 1972. These proposals were the culmination
of 3 years of work by the Subcommittee on Classification of Diseases,
U, S. National Committee on Vital and Health Statistics and its working
parties. In most instances the recommendations were presented in the
form of comments on or modifications of proposals prepared by the
World Health Organization and reflected the experience and advice of
many experts both within and outside the Federal government.

Proposals were submitted in the areas of infective and parasitic
diseases; neoplasms; endocrine, nutritional, and metabolic disorders;
diseases of the blood and blood-forming organs; mental disorders;
diseases of the respiratory system; complications of pregnancy, child-
birth, and the puerperium; diseases of the skin and subcutaneous tissue;
congenital anomalies; certain causes of perinatal morbidity and mof -
tality; signs, symptoms, and ill-defined conditions; accidents, poisonings,
and violence; supplementary classification of special conditions and ex-
amination without sickness; and classification of surgical operations and
related procedures. A new feature of the proposal is the inclusion of an
optional morphological classification of neoplasms, for which the U.S.
Systematized Nomenclature of Pathology is the basis.

By October 1973 the World Health Organization will have con-
structed a single proposal for the Ninth Revision of the International
Classification of Diseases based on recommendations received from
many countries. The International Classification of Diseases Sub-
committee will circulate this proposal widely to organizations and in-
dividuals in the United States and will then formulate comments for
submission to the World Health Organization. The Ninth Revision of the
International Classification of Diseases will be released for use in 1978.

The National Committee published the final report, “Uniform Hos-
pital Abstract: Minimum Basic Data Set,” which was prepared by the
Uniform Hospital Abstract Form Subcommittee. Use of the data set
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along with the American Hospital Association’s billing form has been
initiated by the Social Security Administration in the State of Wyoming.
Use of the data set will probably spread to other areas on an individually
negotiated basis.

Consultants presented a draft report for review by the National
Committee on the Minimum Basic Data Set for Ambulatory Medical Care
Records. The National Committee was requested by the NationaI Con-
ference on Ambulatory Medical Care Records (held in Chicago, April 18-
Z2, 1972) to select the minimum basic set of items which shou]d be

entered in ambulatory medical care records and “to determine the con-
tent, terms, definitions, classification schemes, and codes to be employed
and to consider problems of maintaining reliability and of legitimizing
the use of the basic data set.” The final draft of the report will be widely
circulated to interested organizations and individuals before it is pre.
sented in final form to the National Committee for approval.

Consultants are also exploring needed statistics and statistical
data systems for formulation of national population policy. The recom-
mendations of the Commission on Population Growth and the American
Future are the nucleus of the study. A report, covering four areas

. 1) birth prevention which includes abortion, voluntary sterilization, sta-
tistics on planning services, and family planning services for teenagers;
2) family structure including adoption, child care, illegitimacy, and the
status of women; 3) internal migration; and 4) immigration policy, will

be submitted to the National Committee at their fall meeting.
The Report of the Committee to Evaluate the National Center for

Health Statistics, “Health Statistics Today and Tomorrow,” recommended
the need for more intensive analyses of the data which are being col-
lected. On the basis of this recommendation, the National Committee
approved the appointment of individual consultants with expertise in the
field of demography, health statistics, health services administration,
and health economics to study the analytical potentialities of data pro-
duced by the National Center for Health Statistics. The consultants will
be asked to give advice on health and demographic statistical problems
which warrant intensive analytical study and on the means by which all
Center data pertinent to a particular problem can be utilized.

The National Committee has postponed the refinement of the charge
and appointment of consultants in the area of social indicators since
the National Center for Health Statistics is setting up a Clearinghouse
on Health Indicators and the Social Science Research Council is setting
up a Clearinghouse e on Social Indicators.

A charge in the area of needed statistics and data systems on
determining health effects of environmental conditions is being revised.
The National Committee will appoint consultants to study the problems
when the assignment is approved.

I
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October 1-5, 1973 has
zation as the meeting date
national committees. The

been selected by the World Health Organi-
for the second international conference of
Conference will be held in Copenhagen,

Denmark and four representatives of the U.S. National Committee on
Vital and Health Statistics will attend.
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Subcommittee -

Established -

Abolished -

Assignment -

Members -

Uniform Hospital Abstract Form

October 1969

May 1973

To deal with the technical problems of developing
an abstract form for recording hospital discharges
and prepare needed definitions of terms and clas-
sification.

Howard West, Director, Division of Health Insurartce
Studies, Office of Research and Statistics, Social
Securiq Administration, Washington, D.C.* ChaiV-
man

Edward J. Connors, Director, University Hospital,
The University of Michigan Medical Center, Ann
Arbor, Mich.

James M. Ensign, Executive Director, MarshffeId
Clinic, Marshfield, Wis.

Siegfried A. Hoermann, Director, Division of FJeaIth
Resources Statistics, NationaI Center for HeaIth
Statistics, Health Services and Mental Health Ad-
ministration, Public Health Service, Rockville, Md.*

Dean E. Krueger, Acting Director, Office of Health
Statistics Analysis, National Center for Health Sta-
tistics, Health Services and Mental Health Adminis-
tration, Public Health Service, Rockville, Md.* EX
officio

Sue Meads, Medical Records Advisor, Division of
Health Resources Statistics, National Center for
Health Statistics, Health Services and Mental Health
Administration, Public Health Service, Rockville,
Md. * Secvetiry

David Robbins, Director, Statistics and Control
Division, Health Insurance Association of America,
New York, N.Y.

Sidney Shindell, M. D., Professor and Chairman,
Division of Preventive Medicine, Medical College
of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, Wis.

*Department of Health, Education, and Welfare
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Subcommittee

Established

Abolished

Assignment

Members

Mary-j Waterstraat, Executive Director, Medical
Record Association, John Hancock Center, Chicago,
Ill.

Revision of the International Classification of Dis-
eases

April lO, 1970

April 9, 1973 ‘

To recommend, through the U.S. National Commit-
tee on Vital and Health Statistics, proposals for
the revision of the present International Classifi-
cation of Diseases to be submitted to the World
Health O~ganization.

Dean E. Krueger, Acting Director, Office of Health
Statistics Analysis, National Center for Health Sta-
tistics, Health Services and Mental Health Adminis-
tration, Public Health Service, Rockville, Md.*
Chaivman

Mary E. Converse, Director, Central Office of ICDA,
American Hospital Association, Chicago, 111.

Alice B. Dolman, Medical Codification Specialist,
Office of Health Statistics Analysis, National Center
for Health Statistics, Health Services and Mental
Health Administration, Public Health Service, Rock-
ville, Md. * Secvetury

Robert Dyar, M. D., 614 Santa Barbara Road, Berke-
ley, Calif.

Eugene L. Hamilton, 3830 Fairfax “Parkway, Alex-
andria, Va.

Vergil N. Slee, M. D., President, Commission on
Professional and Hospital Activities, Ann Arbor,
Mich.

‘*~cparLnlcnt of Health, Education, and Welfwe
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Szlbcolnnaittee - ~b’orkin~Party of Class ifica tion of M,;ntil Disovdevs
of the Intemtiomzl Class ificatio?z OJDiseases Sub-
committee

Established - January7, 1971

Abolished - Lfay 197:3

Assignment - To develop proposals for revision of the classifi-
cation of mentaI disorders for consideration by the
Subcommittee on Classification of Diseases.

hfiemhers Henry Brill, A1,D., Director. Pilgrim State Hos-
pital, West Brentwood. N.Y. Chairman ,

Jack R. Ewalt, AI.D,, Bul.lard Professor of Psy-
chiatry, Department of Psychiatry, Harvard L~edi-
cal School, Boston, Mass.

Herbert J. Grossman, LM.D., Director, Illinois
State Pediatric Institute, 1640 West Roosevelt Road,
Chicago, Ill.

Morton Kramer, SC.D., Chief, Biometry Branch,
Office of Program Planning and Evaluation, Na-
tional Institute of Mental Health, Health Services
and Mental Health Administration, Public Health
Service, Rockville, Md. *

Dean E. Krueger, Acting Director, Office of Health
Statistics Analysis, National Center for Health Sta-
tistics, Health Services and Mental Health Adminis-
tration, Public Health Service, Rockville, Md,*

Benjamin Pasamanick, M. D., Associate Commis-
sioner for Research, New York State Department
of Mental Hygiene, Albany, N.Y.

Dane G. Prugh, M. D., Professor of Psychiatry and
Pediatrics, University of Colorado Medical Center,
Denver, Colo.

*Dcp~rtment of Health, Education, and lVelfare

6.



Rohcrt L. Spitzer. M. D., Director, Evaluation Sec-
tion, Biometrics Research, State of New York De-
partment of lMental Hygiene, New York, N .Y.

Carl A. Tauhe, Chief, Survey and Reports Section,
Biometry Bfanch, Office of Program Planning and
Evaluation, National Institute of Mental Health,
Health Services and Mental Health Administration,
Public Health Service. Rockville. Md.’:< Secvetivy

Charles B. Wilkinson, N4.D., Assistant Dean and
Executive Director of the Greater Kansas (;itj’
h4ental Health Foundation, Kansas City. Missouri
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\
Subcommittee

Established

Abolished

Assignment

Members

Woyking PaYty on Classification of NeOP~~SrnS Of
the Revision of the Intev!wtional Classification of
Diseases Subcommittee

April 10, 1970

April 9, 1973

To develop proposals for revision of the classifi-
cation of neoplasms for consideration by the Sub-
committee on Classification of Diseases.

Louis B. Thomas, M. D., Chief, Laboratory of Path-
ology, National Cancer Institute, National Institutes
of Health, Public Health Service, Bethesd~, Md. *
Ctiirman

John W. Berg, M. D., Head Epidemiologic Pathology
Unit, National Cancer Institute, National Institutes
of Health, Public HeaIth Service, Bethesda, Md, *

William M. Haenszel, Chief, Biometry Branch,
National Cancer Institute, National Institutes of
Health, Public Health Service, Bethesda, hid.*

Dean E. Krueger, Acting Director, Office of Heslth
Statistics Analysis, National Center for Health
Statistics, Health Services and Mental HeaIth Ad.
ministration, Public Health Service, Rockville,
Md. * ex officio

George Linden, Chief, California Tumor Registry,
State of California Department of PubIic Health,
Berkeley, Calif.

William I. Lourie, Jr., End Results Section, Biom-
etry Branch, National Cancer Institute, National
Institutes of Health, Public Health Servicef Be-
thesda, Md. *

Constance L. Percy, Biometry Branch, National
Cancer Institute, National Institutes of Health, Pub-
lic Health Service, Bethesda, Md. * Secvetiyy

*Department of Health, Education, and WeIfare
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Subcommittee - F[iu)zci~l Data Yeay Planni~

Established - June 29, 1970

Assignment - To develop a proposal for getting solid baseline
financial data related to health services for 1 year
to serve as a basis for discussion with various
agencies.

Members - Herbert E. I<larman, Ph. D., Professor, Graduate
School of Public Administration, New York Univer -

b sity, New York, N .Y. Chaivman

Jacob J. Feldman, Ph. D., Professor, Department
of Biostatistics, Harvard School of Public Health,
Boston, Mass.

Dean E. I<rueger, Acting Director, Office of Health
Statistics Analysis, National Center for Health
Statistics, Health Services and Mental Health Ad-
ministration, Public Health Service, Rockville,
Md.* ex oflcio

Dorothy P. Rice, Deputy Assistant Commissioner,
Office of Research and Statistics, Social Security
Administration, Washington, D.C. *

Anne A. Scitovsky, Research Associate, Palo Alto
Medical Research Foundation, Palo Alto, Calif.

Morris Silver, Ph. D., Associate Professor and
Chairman, Economics Department, City College of
New York, New York, N.Y.

Sheldon Starr, Staff Assistant, Division of Health
Resources Statistics, National Center for Health
Statistics, Health Services and Mental Health Ad-
ministration, Public Health Service, Rockville, Md.*
SecretaTy

Milton Turen, 11407 Clover Hill Drive, Silver
Spring, Md.

I<arl D. Yordy, Senior Program Officer, Institute
of Medicine, National Academy of Sciences, Wash-
ington, D.C.

*Department of Health, Education, and Welfare
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CONSULTANTS ON AMBULATORY MEDICAL CARE RECORDS

James P. Mooney, Jr.. Ph.D.
Associate Director
Hospital Research and Educational Trust
840 North Lake Shore Drive
Chicago, Illinois

Robert E. Dedmon, IM.D.
President
T\vin Ci~ Clinic S, C.
~11 North Commercial Street
Neenah, Wisconsin 54956 .

Paul AI. Densen, SC.D.
Director
Harvard Center for Community Health

and A4edical Care
643 Huntington Avenue
Boston, Massachusetts

Theodore R. Ervin
Chief. Bureau of Administrative

Services
hlichlgan Department of Public Health
Lansing, h’lichigan

Lillian GuraInick
Office of- Research and Statistics
Social Security Administration, DHEW
LTniversal North Building
1825 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20009

Carmault B. Jackson, Jr., M.D.
1620 Nix Professional Building
San Antonio, Texas 78205
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Samuel P. Martin, M.D.
Professor of Medicine and Community

Medicine
School of Medicine
University of Pennsylvania
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19104

Sam Shapiro
Director, Health Services Research and

Development Center
School of Hygiene and Public Health
The Johns Hopkins University
Baltimore, Maryland 21205
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CONSULTANTS ON NEEDED Statistics AND STATISTICAL DATA SYSTEMS FOR
FORMULATION OF NATIONAL POPULATION POLICIES

Thomas K. Burch, Ph.S.
Associate Director
Demography Division
Population Council
245 Park Avenue
New York, New York 10017

Paul C. GIick, Ph.D.
Senior Demographer
Population Division
U.S. Bureau of the Census
Washington, D.C. 20233

Sidney Goldstein, Ph.D.
Director, Population Studies and

Training Center
Department of Sociology
Brown University
Providence, Rhode Island 02912

Robert Parke, Jr.
Director, Center for Coordination of

Research on Social Indicators
Social Science Research Council
1785 Massachusetts Avenue
Washington, D. C. 20036

Mary G. Powers, Ph.D.
Chairman, Department of SocioIogy

and Anthropology
Fordham University
Bronx, New York 10458

Harriet Presser, Ph.D.
International Institute for the Study

of Human Reproduction
Columbia University
78 Haven Avenue
New York, New York 10032
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Reports of the

UNITED STATES NATIONAL COMMITTEE ON VITAL

AND HEALTH STATISTICS

United Stites National Committee on Vitul and Health Statistics, October
1949

Intentional Recommendations on Definitions of Live Birth and Fetul
Death, Public Health Service Publication No. 39.1950

Tlte Ftifst Annml Repovt of the United States National Committee on
Vitil and Health Statistics, Fiscal Year Endi~ June 30, 1950, public
Health Service Publication No. 40, 1950

1IStatistics Needed Concerning Fertility, ” National office Of vital sta-

tistics, Vifal Statistics-Sfiectil Repovts, Vol. 33, No. 11, 1952

fIMajor problems in Fetal Mortality, ” National Office of Vital Statistics,
Vital Sbtistics-Speciul Reports, Vol. 33, No. 13, 1952

Pvoposal fov Collection of Data on Illness ad Impairments: United
States, Public Health Service Publication No. 333, 1953

“Using Hospital Morbidity Data to Study Morbidity in Communities,”
Hospitils, Vol. 27, No. 9, 1953

“Recommendations for the Improvement of Fetal Death Statistics,”
Public Health Reports, Vol. 70, No. 11, 1955

!lprogress in Development of Fertility Statistics and population E sti -

mates, ” National Office of Vital Statistics, Vital Statistics-Spectil Re-
poyts, vol. 39, No. 8, 1956

“Fertility Studies Based on Data for the 1960 Census Period,” National
Office of Vital Statistics, Vitil Statistics-SpecialReports,Vol. 47, No. 5,
1960

Medical Ce~tification of Medicole@l Cases, Public Health Service Pub-
lication No. 810, 1960

!lImProving National Divorce Statistic s,” National OffiCe Of Vital Sta-

tistics, Vital Statistics-Spectil Reports, Vol. 47, No. 13, 1962
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United States Statistics on Medical Economics, Public Health Service
Publication No. 1125, 1964

Fertility Measurement, Public Health Service Publication No. 1000-
Series 4-No. 1, September 1965

National Vital Statistics Needs, Public HeaIth Service Publication No.
1000-Series 4-No. 2, September 1965*

1

Re$ort of the Fifteenth Anniversary Conference of the United States 1
Natioml Committee on Vitul and Health Statistics, Public Health Serv-
ice Publication No. 1000-Series 4-No. 4, June 1966

History of the United States National Committee on Vitil and Health
Statistics, 1949-64, Public Health Service Publication No. 1000-Series
4-No.5, June 1966

Use of Vitil and Health Records in Epidemiologic Reseavch, Public
Health Service Publication No. 1000-Series 4-No. 7, March 1968

Migation, Vital, and Health Statistics, Public Health Service PubIi.
cation No. 1000-Series 4-No. 9, November 1968

Use of Hospitil Datu for Epidemiolop”c and Medical-Cave Rgseavch,
Public Health Service Publication No. 100()-Series 4-No. 11, June 1969

Needs fov National Studies of Population Dynamics, Public Health Serv-
ice Publication No. 1000-Series 4-No. 12, April 1970 ~

Refiort of the ;wentieth Anniversary Confwence ofthe United S&tes
National Committee on Vital ad Health Statistics, Public Health Serv-
ice Publication No. 1000-Series 4-No. 13, September 1970

Uniform Hospitul Abstvact: Minimum Basic Datu Set, I)HEW Publication
No. (HSM) 73-1451, Series 4-No. 14, December 1972

Annwl Report of the United States National Committee on Vital and
Health Statistics, Fiscal Year Endi~ June 30

1956 1960 1964 1968
1957 1961 1965 1969
1958 1962 1966 1970
1959 1963 1967 1971

*Reprint of Vital Statistics-Special Reports, Vol. 45, No. 11, July 1957
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