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Project Public Health Ready is a
collaboration of the National
Association of County and City
Health Officials (NACCHO), the
Center for Health Policy at the
Columbia University School of
Nursing, and the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC).
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A public protected from bioterrorism
and other public health emergencies.

To prepare local governmental public
health agency staff to respond and
protect the public’s health through a
voluntary program combining
competency-based training with
agency certification.
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Project Public
Health Ready

Project Public Health Ready builds
on the practical experience and the
research of partners. This founda-
tion includes the workforce compe-
tency projects of the Center for
Health Policy at Columbia Univer-
sity, the CDC-funded Centers for
Public Health Preparedness pro-
gram, and NACCHO's direct link to
local public health agencies nation-
wide. The Project Public Health
Ready partnership will result in
voluntary certification of public
health agencies whose public health
workers have been trained on
bioterrorism and public health
emergency readiness competencies
and have an approved agency-wide
terrorism response plan evaluated
through exercises and drills.

A NACCHO advisory committee
guides the project to assure rel-
evance to public health practice and
sustainability into the future. Other
partners, including the Association
of State and Territorial Health
Officials (ASTHO), schools of public
health and CDC, assure that all
perspectives are integrated. During
this year, the project team is work-
ing with the advisory committee to
develop certification criteria, deter-
mine a process to certify local public
health agency readiness, conduct
pilot tests and plan for a national
roll out.

Allentown City Health Bureau
Allentown, PA

Berkeley City Public Health Department
Berkeley, CA

Cerro Gordo County Public Health
Department
Mason City, IA

Cherokee Nation Health Services
Tahlequah, OK

Kansas City Health Department
Kansas City, MO

Montgomery County Department of
Health and Human Services
Rockville, MD

Seminole County Health Department
Sanford, FL

Tarrant County Public Health
Department
Fort Worth, TX

Thurston County Public Health and Social
Services Department
Olympia, WA

Tulsa City-County Health Department
Tulsa, OK

Wellesley Health Department
Wellesley, MA

Winnebago County Health Department
Rockford, IL

For more information, visit:

www.nursing.hs.columbia.edu/

institute-centers/chphsr/phready.html

www.naccho.org/project83.cfm
www.phppo.cdc.gov/owpp

www.nursing.hs.columbia.edu/
institute-centers/chphsr/btcomps.pdf

Project Values

B Public Health Ready partners
will work collaboratively keep-
ing the needs of local govern-
mental public health practitio-
ners and communities foremost
in mind.

B Public Health Ready certifica-
tion process will be readily
accessible and financially
affordable to the local govern-
mental public health workforce.

B Public Health Ready certifica-
tion shall add value to the day-
to-day practice of the local
governmental public health
agency.

B Public Health Ready agency
competencies shall reflect
knowledge, skills, and abilities
that are useful in “real-world”
public health practice.

B Public Health Ready certifica-
tion will complement, not
duplicate, existing programs for
professional development.
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An advisory committee com-
prised of leaders and practitio-
ners from local governmental
public health agencies and other
relevant partners will direct the
Public Health Ready certification
process.

The Public Health Ready certifi-
cation process will be regularly
evaluated to ensure benefits and
avoid negative consequences.

Public Health Ready certification
shall be sought after by the local
governmental public health
workforce as evidenced by its
success in the marketplace, i.e.,
the demand for its programs by
the workforce.

Public Health Ready training
and certification will be imple-
mented over time to allow for
continuous quality improve-
ment.
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