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Who Receives Child Support?
In the past, the Census Bureau has
published data only on mothers who
receive child support; in this Brief,
for the first time, we also present 
information on fathers who receive it.
The April Supplement of the Current
Population Survey shows that, in
spring 1992, there were 11.5 million
persons in the United States who
were custodial parents of never-
married children under age 21 whose
other parent was absent from the
home. Though most (9.9 million) 
of these custodial parents were
women, a large number (1.6 million)
were men. The families they main-
tained comprised about one-third 
of families with own, never-married
children under age 21.

Not only do women have 
better chances of being awarded
child support ....

In spring 1992, about one-half 
(6.2 million) of the 11.5 million
custodial parents were awarded
child support; award rates were
higher for mothers than for fathers
(56 percent compared with 41 per-
cent). (See chart, right.)

.... they are more likely to actually
receive payments. 

Fewer than half of the custodial
parents (5.3 million, or 46 percent)
were supposed to receive child 
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support payments in 1991. Of the
4.9 million women due payments,
76 percent received at least a por-
tion of the amount they were owed.
The corresponding rate for the
400,000 men owed money was 63
percent. (See chart below.)

More than 5 million custodial par-
ents were without awards of finan-
cial support from their child(ren)’s
other parent. About one-third of

those without awards had chosen
not to pursue them. Two other com-
mon reasons they did not 
have awards were that they did not
want an award and that the non-cus-
todial parent was unable to pay.

Much of the child support due 
goes unpaid.

A total of $11.9 billion was paid in
child support in 1991, $5.8 billion



Parents Who Are Awarded and Receive Child Support
Have Higher Incomes
Average total 1991 money income of parents with children whose other parent 
was absent, by child support award status as of spring 1992
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About one-third of custodial mothers and one-eighth of custodial
fathers were poor in 1991.
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less than the amount due. Nearly all
of the money paid ($11.2 billion)
went to women.

Although women receive more
child support than men ...

Women who received child support
in 1991 were paid an average of
$3,011 that year, about one-third
more than their male counterparts
($2,292). On average, these support
payments constituted 17 percent of
1991 money income for the women,
but only 7 percent for the men.

.... they still have lower incomes.

The mothers who received child
support had lower average 1991
money income than the fathers 
who received it ($18,144 compared
with $33,579). Income was lower
for custodial parents who did not 
receive payments.  (See chart 
below.)

Visitation and joint custody help.

About 6.9 million of the 11.5 million
parents who did not live with their
children (non-custodial parents) had
joint custody and/or visitation privi-
leges to contact their children. It was
more likely for the 5.3 million non-
custodial parents who owed child
support in 1991 to have made pay-
ments if they had one or both of
these contact privileges than if they
had neither (79 percent compared
with 56 percent).

Fewer than half of awards include
health care benefits.

About 4 in 10 parents with child
support awards as of 1992 had
health insurance benefits included
in their award. However, about 
one-third (31 percent) of the non-
custodial parents who were required
to provide these benefits in 1991 as
part of the award failed to do so. 
On the other hand, some non-
custodial parents (18 percent) not
required to provide these benefits 
as part of the award did so anyway.

Custodial fathers and mothers
differ demographically.

� Race and Hispanic origin: 
Custodial fathers were more likely

than custodial mothers to be White
(85 percent versus 70 percent) and
less apt to be Black (12 percent
compared with 27 percent). They
were about as likely to be Hispanic
(approximately 10 percent each).

� Marital Status: Custodial 
fathers were less likely than custo-
dial mothers to have never been
married (8 percent versus 26 per-
cent), more apt to be currently mar-
ried (46 percent compared with 27
percent), and just as likely to be di-
vorced or separated (about 47 per-
cent each).  Custodial fathers were
as likely to be currently married as
they were to be divorced or sepa-
rated. Also, custodial mothers were
as likely to be currently married as
they were to be never married.

� Age: Custodial fathers were
generally older than custodial 
mothers. About half (46 percent) 
of custodial fathers were at least 
40 years old, while only 11 percent
were under age 30. The correspond-
ing percentages for custodial moth-
ers were 24 and 31 percent, respec-
tively. One percent each of
custodial fathers and mothers 
were under age 18.

� Education: Custodial fathers
were better educated than custodial
mothers.  They were twice as likely

to have at least a bachelor’s degree
(19 percent compared with 10 per-
cent) and less apt to have only at-
tained a high school diploma or less
(56 percent versus 64 percent).

More information:   
An upcoming report, Child Support
for Custodial Mothers and Fathers,
P60-187, will expand on the in-
formation in this Brief. It will be
available this summer. Contact Cus-
tomer Services (301-457-4100) then
for ordering information.

Contacts:
Child Support —
Lydia Scoon-Rogers or 
Gordon Lester 
301-763-8576

Statistical Briefs —
Robert Bernstein
301-457-1221

This Brief is one of a series that presents
information of current policy interest. 
It may include data from businesses,
households, or other sources. All statis-
tics are subject to sampling variability, as
well as survey design flaws, respondent
classification errors, and data processing
mistakes. The Census Bureau has taken
steps to minimize errors, and analytical
statements have been tested and meet sta-
tistical standards. However, because of
methodological differences, use caution
when comparing these data with data
from other sources.


