
Q: What is your Mission Statement as the
new U.S. Ambassador to Iraq?

A: I am honored to serve as the new U.S. Ambas-
sador to Iraq and am looking forward to working
with the dedicated men and women who will be
serving in our new Embassy.

Our mission will be to help the sovereign govern-
ment and people of Iraq take control of their own
affairs and rebuild their country. The new U.S. Em-
bassy will be a supportive rather than commanding
presence on the ground, providing policy direction
and coordination for all U.S. Government activities
in Iraq except for U.S. forces.

Q: What will be your new Embassy’s role in
Iraqi democratization and economic develop-
ment?

A: In partnership with the Iraqi people, the U.S.
Embassy will support democratization and rule of
law, promote economic development and support
efforts to restore security and eliminate terrorism.
The United States is also providing unprecedented
funding and reconstruction assistance to help Iraq
achieve a level of prosperity commensurate with its
natural and human resources and proud history.

Q: Looking ahead, what do you see as your
greatest challenges?

A: There are two primary challenges ahead of our
Embassy staff. One is supporting political stability.
We will help the Iraqi people establish a forward
momentum for their new democracy and political
development. Another challenge is security. In coor-
dination with the U.S. and coalition military, we will
seek to expand and improve the training of Iraqi
forces—including their civil defense, police and
military.

Q: What will be the role of the United States
in the upcoming elections?
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John Negroponte was named by President Bush to be U.S.
Ambassador to Iraq and confirmed by the Senate May 6,
2004. In this interview, he describes the main mission of 
the U.S. embassy as helping the Iraqi people take control 
of their own affairs. The Embassy will play a supportive, 
not commanding role.

A: We commend the hard work of the United Na-
tions elections team, headed by Carina Perelli, in
preparing the groundwork for the Iraqi elections.

The U.S. Embassy will work with the Iraqi people,
the independent Electoral Commission, and the UN
as Iraq prepares voter rolls, trains election workers,
designates polling stations and distributes ballots
for parliamentary elections to be held by January 31
of next year.
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Q: What is your vision of Iraq in the future?

A: As President Bush has said, a prosperous, stable
and democratic Iraq is central to the peace and sta-
bility of the region. All of our efforts over the past
year have sought to support the Iraqi people
achieve this goal and ensure that the new, free Iraq
will be a constructive presence in the region, with a
government at peace with its neighbors and its own
citizens.


