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Medieare ‘Bug’
Thousands
Failto Pay

Premiums

By Philip Meyer
Chicaga Daily Naws Service
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| Should Join Before 65

Those who wait for their

© 65th birthday to enroll miss

the first month of eligihility.
The proper time for jeining is
from one to three months be-

. {ore the hirthday.

Once enrolled, many persons

" have caused themseives un-

necessary [neonvenience by
hecoming “overly protective”

- of their Medicare cards.

The wallet-sized cards are
issued to identify beneficiaries

: to doctors and hospitals. Some
| people are sa afraid of losing

them, they hawve rented safe -

" deposit boxes to store them in.

Others have sent them to sons
or daughters in distant cities
for safckeeping.

“The card isn't all that im-

. portant,” the Soeial Security
' Spokesman said. “It's nice to

have, but losing it won’t keep
you from geiting benefits, The

. worst that can happen is the
+ inconvenience of applying for
. a new ecard.” .
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