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A GREAT SCIENTIST RETIRES 

Dr. Vannevar Bush war the honored guest at the annual reception of the National Science 

Board on December 5, 1955. Dr. Bush retired at the end of last year from the presidency of 

the Carnegie Institution of Washington and from formal participation in the administration 

of scientific affairs. More than 100 friends of Dr. Bush, representing the executive, iudicial, 

and legislative branches of the Government, as well or his colleagues and associates in the 

scientific and educational community, came to wish him well. Here, Dr. Bush (second from 

right), often recognized as the “father” of the National Science Foundation, shakes hands 

with Dr. Detlev W. Bronk, newly elected Chairman of the National Science Board, in company 

with Dr. Waterman, Director of the Foundation (left), and Dr. Chester I. Barnard, retiring 

Chairman of the Board. 
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BRINGING THE STARS DOWN TO EARTH 
/ 

Widely extending man’s knowledge of the universe, this 60-foot radio telescope at Harvard 

University’s Agassiz Station Observatory was dedicated on April 28, 1956. 
The Foundation 

is supporting construction of a 140-foot radio astronomy telescope at Green Bank, W. Va. 

The new Green Bank facility will be available for use by astronomers throughout the Nation. 

Ip. 56.) 
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COMPUTERS HELP SPEED SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH 

llliac is the heart of the Digital Computing laboratory at the University of Illinois. Voltages 

are being checked in the arithmetir unit at the left, while at the right a punched output taFe 

which communicates with the machine is being examined. Scientists have been usi.ng the 

llliac to compute solutions to hydrodynamical field equations in relativity theory--an 

example of the contribution of high speed digital computers to science progress. The 

Foundation recently announced grants totaling $135,000 to support university computing 

centers at the California Institute of Technology, the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 

Oregon State College, and the Universities of Washington and Wisconsin. tp. 57.) 
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ONE OF 895 FELLOWS OF THE NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION 

Wallace G. Ernst, of Minnesota, a gmduate of Carleton College, opens an electric furnace to 

remove a small piece of mineral from equipment which simulates actual pressures and 

temperatures under which minerals are formed several miles under the earth’s surface. In 

his terminal year studies for his doctorate at Johns Hopkins Universiiy, Ernst is working in 

the Geological laboratory of the Carnegie Institution of Washington. He was one of 895 

men and women who were awarded fellowships by the Fundation during 1955-56 and 

who were continuing advanced study in science in colleges and universities in the United 

States and other nations. (p. 72.1 
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