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* Patient and consumer safety
CDER continued to enhance its
drug safety program to help
make sure that drugs are used
safely once they're approved.
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Strong and sound science mean€DER is collaborating with a

CDER scientists stay on the
cutting edge of new technolo-
gies. The center’s mission
depends more than ever on a
solid cadre of experienced

ists, statisticians, mathemati-
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improve information for pre-

Year 2002 Drug Approvals

tant initiatives to remove barriers

In 2002, CDER approved 78 new
drugs, 17 of which were never
before marketed in the United
States. Eleven of the new drugs
received priority status in recogni-
tion of their special importance for
the public health. Thirteen of the
newly approved drugs were
authorized for over-the-counter sale
without a prescription. The center
also approved 321 generic versions
of already-marketed drugs. More
details about CDER’s accomplish-
ments in 2002 can be found in the
CDER Report to the Nation: 2002
atwww.fda.gov/cder/reports/rtn/
2002/rtn2002.htm.
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