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To the Delegates to the Washington Conference on Holocaust-
Era Assets:

As one of the non-governmental organizations privileged to be
accredited to the Conference, we join in expressing our hope that this
historic gathering will fulfill the ambitious and worthy goals set for it.

The effort to identify the compelling and complex issues of
|looted assets from the Second World War, and to consult on the most
appropriate and expeditious means of addressing and resolving these
issues, offers a beacon of light at the end of a very long and dark tunnel
for Holocaust survivors, for the descendants of those who perished in the
flames, for the vibrant Jewish communities which were destroyed, and
for al who fell victim to the savagery and rapacity of those horrific
times.

We are pleased as well that, in addition to discussion of these
enormously important topics, the Conference will aso take up the matter
of Holocaust education, for, in the end, this can be our permanent legacy
to future generations.

We hope that the Conference will reach a consensus on the need
for enhanced international consultation, with the aim of encouraging
more widespread teaching of the Holocaust in national school systems.
Moreover, we commend those nations that have already taken impressive
stepsin this regard.

Not only can teaching of the Holocaust provide young people
with a better insight into the darkest chapter in this century's history, but,
ultimately, it can serve to strengthen their commitment to fundamental
principles of human decency, mutual understanding and tolerance — all of
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which are so necessary if we are to have any chance of creating a
brighter future.

When we speak of education, we must recognize that it cannot
be limited to the classroom or the textbook, necessary though both are.

One element regarding both historical memory and education
that deserves, in our view, greater attention from the international
community is the identification, preservation and protection of sites of
destruction and extermination connected to the Holocaust. Experience
has taught us that visits to sites have a profound impact, not least on
young people.

In some countries, considerable attention has been devoted to
this matter; in others, regrettably, this has not been the case.

In some countries, great care has been taken to designate such
sites, provide demarcation, ensure adequate security, and introduce
pedagogical elements; in other countries, sites go unmarked, threatened
by commerciad or other development, and therefore destined for
disappearance.

In some countries, comprehensive national legislation exists; in
others, either there is no relevant legislation or responsibility lies with
local rather than national governments, leading, sad to say, to an
inconsistent and unreliable approach.

In some countries, ample funds have been earmarked to maintain
the sites; in others, few, if any, resources have been committed.

In addition to our concern for strengthening Holocaust
education, we raise this issue because it also serves other vital goals —
seeking to preserve memory by reminding us al of what once was and
what has been lost, and paying our respects to those who perished in the
Final Solution, and to the vibrant civilization that was destroyed.

Many questions can surely be raised about specific aspects of our
proposal — for example, issues of definition and jurisdiction. Our aim is
precisely to raise these questions, leading, we would earnestly hope, to
greater international consultation and coordination on guidelines and
approaches among the distinguished nations and non-governmental
organizations represented at this Conference.

Kindly be assured that the American Jewish Committee stands
ready to assist in this effort in the months and years ahead.

We extend our best wishes and the expression of our highest
esteem to all the delegates attending the Conference.

Respectfully submitted,

David A. Harris, Executive Director



ARGENTINA

Delegation Joint Statement

Argentina and its Commission of Enquiry into the Activities of
Nazism (CEANA) wish to thank Under Secretary of State Stuart
Eizenstat for his indefatigable efforts to organize this important
conference on Holocaust-era assets. Our thanks are also extended to
Ambassador Eizenstat's kind and often repeated expressions of support
for CEANA's work, as most recently highlighted by the decision to
postpone his departure from Buenos Aires in order to participate —
together with Foreign Minister Guido Di Tella and Swedish Trade
Minister Leif Pagrotsky — in the opening session of CEANA's plenary
session in November 1998.

This conference's significance for Argentina not only stems from
the need to take a joint approach to the wide gamut of issues that, sad to
say, still await clarification more than half a century after the demise of
the Third Reich, but also to do justice to its Jewish and other victims, as
well as their descendants. Argentina’s solidarity with the latter has led it
to join the growing number of countries taking part in Ambassador
Eizenstat’s proposed relief fund, as was announced at the London
conference an Nazi gold. Argentinas recent history suggests that this
healing process is aso a valuable way to consolidate our democracy, as
well as to prevent the recurrence of the terrible episodes that the country
witnessed during past decades.

The meeting is also important for CEANA's work. Created in
1997 and supported by the Argentine government as a sign of its
commitment to try to eradicate the scourge of Nazism in the country and
elsewhere, CEANA, nonetheless, is a non-governmental commission; its
findings require certification by an array of Argentine and foreign
personalities of different political and other affiliations. Owing to
Argentinas recent past, CEANA's research agenda is somewhat broader
then that of peer commissions, covering not only the subject of
expoliated assets but aso the issues of war criminals who found an
Argentine refuge and the influence of Nazism in the country. Such a
research agenda led CEANA’s International Panel and Advisory
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Committee to approve in November an extension of the Commission's
life for another year, as well as to endorse the notion that the lessons
arising from this self -introspective exercise should be made available to
Argentine's student population, and to other sections of Argentine society
as soon as possible.

Against this background, Argentina is keen to see that the
recently established Task Force does not exclude Latin America in
general and Argentina in particular, Clearly, permanent changes in public
perceptions of Nazi era and other genocides can only be achieved
through educational programs. Education also means familiarizing the
public and honoring Argentines and others who took risks in order to
save numbers of those whose lives were threatened by Nazism. Not
surprisingly, therefore, CEANA's plenary coincided with the unveiling of
a Buenos Aires monument of Raoul Wallenberg and issuing of a
commemorative stamp (initiatives jointly sponsored by a CEANA
international panelist, Sir Sigmund Sternberg; Argentinds Foreign
Ministry; and the city of Buenos Aires autonomous government). Not
well known in Argentina and elsewhere, Wallenberg's exertions to rescue
countless Jews were partly assisted by a former employee of the
Argentine consulate in Budapest inasmuch as Sweden represented
Argentine interests in severa European capitals after the country's
belated severance of diplomatic relations with the Axis in January 1944.

Discussed at greater length in CEANA academic coordinator
Ignacio Klich's presentation at the relevant panel, Commission work has
fueled the opening of a number of Argentine archival repositories. Yet it
is clear that all interested parties stand to benefit from the exchange of
information afforded by this meeting. To this extent, CEANA reiterates
its offer to share with others the fruits of its research at Argentine and
other repositories, as well as acknowledges the important benefits
derived from the seminar held here in June 1998 and from this
conference, in particular by its research unit an art.

Such a unit has sought to confirm information arising from
non-Argentine sources about the arrival of looted works of art, as well as
the possible use of the country as a transit point for this trade. This has
prompted the painstaking scouring of catalogues of Buenos Aires-based
art galeries and analyzing the history of acquisitions by museums, as
well as to recording individual art work losses in Europe by victims of
Nazism who settled in Argentina and relaying such information to a U.S.
database.

As previously mentioned, education is the way to avoid a sorry
repetition of Nazi and other more recent genocides. While Argentina is
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only at the beginning of this road, before long its students will be
exposed to such subjects as the implications of Hitler's rise to power and
Argentinas performance during the Nazi era. Likewise, a Buenos
Airesbased Holocaust museum, an initiative supported by the
government’s grant of the building to house such a museum and of
monies to set it up, will be inaugurated in the near future. Not too far
away is the day when Argentina will also join the nations that year in,
year out commemorate the Nazi extermination of Jews.

All this is part of Argentinas wish to build a democratic and
pluralist society, an indispensable ingredient to achieve this being
learning from history. From this angle, the opening of archival sources,
like the creation of CEANA, are only part of the tools that are meant to
facilitate such learning. In the future, it is to be hoped that international
events, like the London and Washington conferences, will contribute to
further this process wherever necessary.






AUSTRIA

Delegation Statement

Executive Summary

Austria welcomes the holding of the Conference on Holocaust-
Era Assets in Washington as an important step to complete knowledge of
historical facts related to assets looted by the Nazis including art,
insurance and other assets. We share the objectives of the conference, to
strengthen the international commitment to open relevant national
archives and other records for research on Nazi-looted assets and to
examine steps taken to return looted assets as well as promoting broad
consensus for further action. We are ready to assume our part in
investigating those facts as far as they relate to our own country and to
make every effort to shed complete light on all unresolved questions.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Of the approximately 210,000 Jews who lived in Austria before
World War 11, approximately 110,000 were forced to emigrate. Some
65,000 Austrian Jews were murdered by the Nazis.

"ARYANIZATION" (THE TAKEOVER OF JEWISH PROPERTY BY
NON-JEWYS)

In preparation for the return of properties taken from the rightful
owners by the Nazis, a law regarding the submission of claims was
passed as early as 1945. The holders of Aryanized properties were
requested under threat of penalty to register those assets and to refrain
from any legal transactions regarding the property in question, except
"regular administrative measures’. Between 1946 and 1949 seven
restitution laws were passed by the Austrian Parliament which provided
for restitution in several phases. The immediate victims as well as direct
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descendants and siblings were eligible for restitution. In addition, four
laws dealt with clams for restitution of property, for example to
democratic institutions, including Jewish and non-Jewish religious
institutions.

Not all aryanized and registered property was actually claimed
and therefore could not be restored. A law on the collection of those
assets was passed in 1957 and the ,, Collection Points A and B* created.
Collection Point A received al unclaimed property of persons who in
1937 had belonged to the Jewish community, Collection Point B
received other claims. After the disbursement of the proceeds to victims
of persecution, the collection points were liquidated in 1972.

While the legal framework for the resolution of restitution cases
(with the exception of leases which were not included) was generally
accepted by the Allies and victims organizations, questions concerning
the practical implementation of the laws remain. There is no systematic
overview of the files or any historical analysis on that subject. Of the
42,096 claims submitted, approximately one-fifth was granted, one-third
was settled by agreement, one-third was rejected or the claim withdrawn.
There exist no reliable data about the monetary value of restored
property.

In order to gain comprehensive knowledge of historical facts
related to assets looted by the Nazis and of restitution of property after
the war, the Austrian Government recently established an independent
Commission of Historians with international participation to study all
aspects of Aryanization and the country's restitution efforts to victims of
the Nazi era after the war. The mandate of the Commission ranges from
"dispossession of property on the teritory of the Republic' to
"restoration and compensation” as well as economic and social efforts by
Audtria after 1945. The Commission had its inaugural session on 26
November 1998. It is required to submit an outline of its future work to
the Federal Government within three months.

WORKS OF ART

By January 1949 over 13,000 art objects had been returned to
their rightful owners or their legitimate heirs of the over 18,500 items
which had been seized during the Nazi era or which had been voluntarily
given up to air-raid shelters. Restitution of the remaining objects was
spread out over the subsequent years. For this purpose, two specific laws
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pertaining to the settlement of claims regarding art and cultura heritage
were passed in 1969 and 1986. The latter law was amended 1995 to
allow for the so-called "Mauerbach Sale": in 1996 an auction of Nazi-
confiscated works of art which could not be restituted to the former
owners or their heirs was held to benefit Holocaust victims.

In 1998 Federal Minister for Education and Cultura Affairs,
Elisabeth Gehrer, established a "Commission for Provenance Research"
which was mandated to study available historica material relating to
looted art in the Bundesdenkmalamt (Federal Authority for the
Preservation of Monuments) and in the various federal museums and
collections. The goal of this very extensive historic survey was to shed
light on the looting by the Nazis during the period from 1938 to 1945 and
to establish which questionable acquisitions may have been made by
public collections during that time. Furthermore, the restitution
procedures of the immediate post-war period were to be examined.

The findings of the Commission which has up to now completed
a substantial part of its work, served as basis for a “Federal Law on the
Restitution of Works of Art from Federa Museums and Collections’
adopted by Parliament on 5/19 November 1998 and which is expected to
enter into force shortly. The law provides the legal basis for restituting
those works of art that fall under one of the categories mentioned in the
Federal Law to the former owners or their legal heirs. An advisory board
which will hold its inaugural session on 9 December 1998 will assist the
Minister. National and international experts may be asked to participate
in the Board's ddliberations. In the course of the debate in Parliament,
Minister Gehrer has promised to urge aso non-federal museums and
collections to follow suit and take similar action. A number of
communities and municipalities had, however, aready established
similar commissions.

MONETARY GOLD

Austria is among those countries whose claims for restitution of
official gold reserves looted by the Nazis were recognized by the
Tripartite Gold Commission (TGC). The gold reserves of the Austrian
Central Bank, amounting to 78,267 metric tons as of 17 March 1938, had
to be transferred to the German Reichsbank immediately after the
Anschluss in 1938. The TGC recognized the greater part of the Austrian
claim after the war and 50,183 tons were returned in severa installments.
The remaining claim to the gold till held by the TGC amounted to some
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27,000 troy ounces which have in the meantime been transferred to the
account of the Austrian National Bank.

Austria was among the first countries to publicly express support
for the proposal to put a substantial portion of its claim to the remainder
of the Nazi gold into an international fund for the benefit of survivors of
the Holocaust. To implement this political decision of principle, once the
Nazi Persecutee Relief Fund had been set up, a Federal Law was passed
by Parliament on 5/19 November 1998 which authorizes the National
Bank to transfer the total Austrian share in the remaining gold (valued at
AS 102 million, which is app. 8.5 million US Dollars) to the Nazi
Persecutee Relief Fund. The law provides that the money should go
mainly to those needy victims who up to now had received no or no
adequate compensation. In addition, it will be possible to support
projects designed to fight against anti-Semitism, racism, xenophobia and
intolerance. The law furthermore stipulates that the distribution of the
money must be made through the " National Fund of the Republic of
Austria for the Victims of National Socialism", established in 1995 to
make contributions to Austrian Holocaust victims from funds provided
by the national budget of Austria. The National Fund is one of the
eligible NGOs mentioned in the Annex to the Fund Agreement through
which national contributions to the International Relief Fund can be
disbursed to individuals and projects

INSURANCE CLAIMS

In addition to the general restitution laws introduced in Austria
immediately after the Second World War, a settlement of insurance
clams could aso be obtained on the basis of the Insurance
Compensation Act of 1958. It referred to those cases in which insurance
companies had aready paid the benefits from the insurance contract in
full but the benefits were confiscated according to applicable German
laws. By the end of the fifties, such compensation payments, arising from
insurance contracts that were part of the domestic portfolio of insurance
companies registered in Austria, were made to the claimants.

The Austrian insurance companies have offered and still offer
good-will payments to Holocaust victims or their heirs without any legal
obligation in those individual cases where no payments had been up to
now and the claims would fall under the statute of limitation.

The legal situation in Austria prevents the Insurance Supervisory
Authority to oblige insurance companies to make payments on the basis
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of insurance contracts falling under the statute of limitation. However,
the Insurance Supervisory Authority could aready help in a number of
individual cases to identify legal successors to the Austrian insurance
companies and portfolio transfers, provided that such contracts were part
of the domestic (i.e. Austrian) portfolios.






FEDERAL MINISTRY OF FINANCE
INSURANCE SUPERVISORY AUTHORITY

The Legal Situation in Regard to
""Holocaust and Insurances™ in Austria

1. The forfeiture of insurances to the Third Reich

2. Reestablishment of the Austrian insurance industry

3. Payments rendered by the Republic of Austria
a) Historical review of the former restitution laws
b) Insurance Compensation Act, Federal Law Gazette
No. 13071958 (Versicherungsentschadigungsgesetz): Federal
law of 26 June 1958 concerning the regulations on life
insurance claims contracts sequestrated by the
German Reich

4. Functions and limits of Austrian insurance supervision

within the Federal Ministry of Finance

1. THE FORFEITURE OF INSURANCES TO THE THIRD REICH

The "forfeiture" of insurance contracts to the Third Reich results
from the 11th Ordinance concerning the Law on Reich Citizens (1935) of
25 November 1941 in conjunction with a circular of the Reich
Supervisory Office (Reichsaufsichtsamt), reference no. R. 53/42.

Section 1, sentence 1 of the 11th Ordinance concerning the Law
on Reich Citizens adopted in 1935 provides that "a Jew who has his
ordinary residence abroad cannot be a German citizen". Section 3 of the
Ordinance prescribes that "the loss of citizenship aso entails the
forfeiture of property to the Reich and that the forfeited property is to
serve the aim of promoting all objectives relating to the solution of the
guestion of the Jews".

Under Section 7 para. 1 of the above Ordinance, all persons -
including insurance companies - had to report "objects belonging to
forfeited property” in their possession to the Senior Finance President in
Berlin within a period of six months from the day of forfeiture. Failureto
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comply with this reporting requirement was punishable by imprisonment
or payment of afine.

[At that time, the (Austrian) insurance supervisory authority was
merely a "branch office" of the Reich Supervisory Office in Berlin.
Except for information of a general nature such as laws, official
publications  and insurance  reference  books  (so-called
"Assekuranzkompaesse"), the insurance supervisory authority has no
further records in this respect. The Austrian State Archives have hardly
any files from that time in their possession.]

On the basis of this 11th Ordinance, a circular issued by the
Reich Supervisory Office for Private Insurance in Berlin in 1942,
reference no. 53/42, to the supervised insurance companies, provided,
inter alia, for the following:

Endowment insurances of any kind with regular premium
payments forfeited to the Reich in accordance with the Ordinance were
regarded as being canceled as of 31 December 1941. The Reich was
entitted to the surrender value (minus outstanding contributions)
calculated for that date in accordance with the general operational plan.
For the period from 1 January 1942 to the date of notification (cf.
reporting requirement under Section 7 of the 11th Ordinance), the
insurance companies had to pay the Reich interest payable on arrears.

In the case of annuity insurances of any kind where the Genera
Standard Terms and Conditions made provision for surrender, the
insurance companies aso had to pay the Reich the surrender value
caculated for 31 December 1941 in accordance with the general
operational plan. As regards all sorts of annuity insurances where the
Genera Standard Terms and Conditions provided no option for
surrender, the Reich retained 75% of the premium reserve calculated for
31 December 1941 on the basis of the general operationa plan plus the
annuities due but still unpaid.

Property insurance contracts concerning the assets of "Jews'
which had been forfeited to the Reich after the adoption of the 11th
Ordinance still remained in force until the Reich decided to either
transfer the insured object into its ownership or else to sl it. Any
liability or accident insurance contracts of "Jews' who had lost their
German citizenship under the terms of the 11th Ordinance, however,
expired.
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2. THE REESTABLISHMENT OF THE AUSTRIAN INSURANCE
INDUSTRY

The development of the Austrian insurance industry has always
been closely related to the economic situation. After years of inflation,
monetary reform and international financial crises, there was a short
period of economic recovery, followed by what became known as the
Phoenix crash (Phonix-Krach). Repair measures ordered by the
legislators in 1936, such as the creation of a fund designed to cover
domestic Phoenix life insurance contracts, obliged the life insurance
companies to render substantial benefits.

The explanatory remarks to the government’s draft of the
Insurance Re-establishment Act of 1955, Federal Law Gazette No.
185/1955 (Versicherungswiederaufbaugesetz) describe and summarize
the postwar situation of the Austrian insurance industry as follows:

At the end of the war, insurance companies suffered losses
because most of their covering funds consisted in securities which had to
be bought in the era of the German Reich and became entirely worthless
after it collapsed. Likewise, the value of houses and mortgages was
severely affected. As a result of the currency reform, insurance
companies lost around 60 percent of their deposits with banking
ingtitutions. Of al branches of the insurance industry, life insurance
business was hardest hit by the losses occurring during and after the war.
In order to be able to meet their hitherto limited liabilities, the insurance
companies had to rely on public assistance.

3. PAYMENTS RENDERED BY THE REPUBLIC OF AUSTRIA

Article 26 para. 1 of the State Treaty of 15 May 1955 (Federal
Law Gazette No. 152/1955) on the restoration of an independent and
democratic Austria provides for Austria’s obligation to restitute property
confiscated by the German Reich and, where thisis no longer possible, to
grant compensation.

To implement the above provision, the " Auffangor ganisationsge-
setz' 1957, Federal Law Gazette No. 73/1957, (Absorption Organization
Act) was adopted with five amendments (Federal Law Gazette Nos.
285/1958, 62 and 306/1959, 287/1960 and 1949/1966), under which
collecting agencies (Sammelstellen) "A" and "B" were established
through which heirless and unclaimed property that was liable to
restitution was registered for use for the benefit of persecuted persons.
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Collecting agency "A" was assigned all claims arising out of
estates, legal titles and interests within the meaning of Art. 26 para. 2 of
the Austrian State Treaty which were due to persons belonging the
Israelite religious community on 31 December 1937. After the complete
distribution of funds, both collecting agencies were dissolved.

Under the Ordinance of 26 April 1938, Reichs Gazette | Sec.
414, Jews (within the meaning of the Nuremberg Laws) had to report
property held until 7 April 1938 no later than 30 June 1938. In this
report, al assets exceeding 5,000 Reichsmark had to be reported. These
property records also included numerous life insurance contracts. These
were registered in the same manner as life insurance contracts resulting
from the files of the Senior Finance President. Overal, there were 20,815
life insurance contracts in force in 1938.

a) Historical review of the former restitution laws

As from 1946, laws were passed in Austria the object of which
was the restitution of confiscated and ownerless or heirless assets.
Immediately after the war, the prewar legal situation was reestablished
by the so-caled restitution or repayment laws in order to remedy
previous acts of injustice suffered with regard to property rights. Within
the context of specific restitution or repayment laws, it was also possible
to restore - aong with other assets - insurance policies to the
beneficiaries or their legal successors.

The following property categories were restored under the First
and Second Restitution Acts: real estate, buildings, rea estate earnings,
insurance policies, securities, cash accounts, mortgage claims, business
shares and undertakings as well as other movable assets (e.g., artworks,
carpets, means of production).

First Restitution Act

Specia mention must be made of the First Restitution Act,
Federal Law Gazette No. 156/1946 on the basis of which property assets
that were administrated by the Federation or by the Lander (regional
governments) when the law entered into force in 1946 were given back
to their owners.

Included in the scope of this law were mainly those emigrated or
deported persons of Jewish denomination or descent whose property
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assets were confiscated by the Gestapo for being hostile to the people or
the state and whose property assets had been declared forfeited for the
benefit of the German Reich under the 11th Ordinance to the Reich
Citizens Act of 25 November 1941, with the administration of these
property assets being assigned to the Senior Finance Presidents.

Second Restitution Act

Similarly, the 2nd Restitution Act, Federal Law Gazette No.
53/1947, concerned confiscated property assets that were in the
possession of the Republic of Austria as a result of forfeiture and that
had to be restored to the original owners or their legal successors.

This law dealt with the restitution of assets which had been taken
away from the lawful owners and subsequently gone into the possession
of a natura or legal person which was distributed or dissolved after the
liberation of Austria under the Nazi Prohibition Act and War Criminal
Act and whose property was therefore forfeited for the benefit of the
Republic of Austria

Third Restitution Act

The 3rd Redtitution Act, Federal Law Gazette No. 54/1947,
regulates the restoration of assets which, during the German occupation
of Austria, were taken away from their owners or legitimate holders in
connection with the seizure of power by the Nazis either high-handedly
or under some law or other regulation. It is currently unclear whether it
was possible, in view of specific constellations of facts, for insurance
policiesto fall within the scope of this Act.

b) Insurance Compensation Act, Federal Law Gazette No. 130/1958
(Versicherungsentschadigungsgesetz): Federal law of 26 June 1958
concer ning theregulations on life insurance claims contracts
sequestrated by the German Reich

The Republic of Austria has under certain circumstances made
payments in the private insurance sector in those cases where life
insurance contracts were "sequestrated” by the German Reich before
1945.
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Section 1 of the Insurance Compensation Act of 1958, Federal
Law Gazette No. 130/1958, focuses on "sequestrated” or "forfeited" life
insurance contracts that were part of the domestic portfolio of insurance
companies registered in Austria and were fulfilled by payment to the
Third Reich on the basis of Reich regulations rescinded in Austria (or
administrative regulations based thereupon). - The question whether an
insurance contract was part of the domestic portfolio of an insurance
company had to be determined according to Articles | and Il of the
Insurance Reestablishment Act (Federal Law Gazette No. 185/1955).

Beneficiaries under the Insurance Compensation Act of 1958 had
to raise their clams with the insurance company concerned in writing
and within ayear, viz. until June 30, 1959, in order to prevent their rights
from lapsing ("preclusion™).

The amount of compensation was subject to the determination of
benefits as defined in the Insurance Reestablishment Act 1955, which
provided that under explicit legal provisions it was admissible in many
cases only to render 40% of contractual payments. The amounts thus
disbursed were rather small, not least because of missing premiums or,
occasionally, due to policy loans that had previously been paid out. Other
reasons for poor benefits are related to the monetary reform of 1946 and
to the amounts insured, which were rather low by present-day standards.

4. Functions and limits of Austrian insurance supervision within the
Federal Ministry of Finance

In Article 18 para 1 of the Federal Congtitution Act, the
principle of legality is laid down as a pillar of the Austrian Federa
Constitution which provides that public administration must only be
executed on the basis of the law. The Insurance Supervisory Authority is
thus strictly obliged to observe legal limits in the discharge of its
supervisory duties with regard to insurance companies.

Apart from the system of substantive executive supervision, the
state also has to protect the interests of insured parties directly vis-avis
the insurance company, and indirectly by preserving the different
insurance enterprises and the insurance sector in its economic integrity.

The Insurance Supervisory Authority also deals with complaints
and inquiries about insurance contracts submitted to it by insured
persons. It is obliged to ensure that the insurers observe the applicable
rules regulating the operation of insurance contracts and the generaly
accepted principles of proper business operation.
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Even though it is considered desirable for insurers to offer
adequate goodwill payments in connection with Holocaust policies, the
Insurance Supervisory Authority has no lega means of coercing the
insurance industry to make payments on accommodating terms arising
from barred claims.

The Insurance Supervisory Authority may assist claimants in
identifying Austrian legal successors of Austrian insurers in connection
with "old policies’ (e.g. in the case of name changes or asset transfers
within Austria). -Immediately after having been informed about the New
York class action in March/April 1998, the Insurance Supervisory
Authority aso examined the fate of "old" life insurance policies
(assessment of the legal situation roughly starting in the 1930s, during
the Nazi period and the cancellation of forfeitures/confiscations of
insurance policies after the war in 1945; investigations in the State
Archives and in the insurance industry, more specificaly with the
Association of Insurers as the interest group of the Austrian insurance
industry, as well as among insurance companies known to be affected).






Austrian Restitution of Works of Art

Background Information

Within the limits of the restitution laws adopted after the end of
WWII, the Republic of Austria returned, among other things, works of
art which were unjustly seized to their rightful owners or their legitimate
heirs. In certain unambiguous cases a formal restitution procedure was
deemed unnecessary. With the two art and culture restitution laws of
1969 and 1986, as well as the amendment of 1995 (which established a
legal foundation for the transfer of those works of art which could neither
be returned to their rightful owners nor to their legitimate heirs to the
Federation of Jewish Communities in Austria) the restitution legidation
found its conclusion.

Due to the results of a review of archival materials concerning
art restitution as well as concrete cases, which was begun in the 90's, it
was ordered in January 1998 that the archives of the federal museums
and collections as well as the Bundesdenkmalamt archives undergo a
systematic review in order to gain insight into the occurrences of the
period between 1938 and 1945, as well asinto the restitution results after
the end of WWII. Independently, surveys were also carried out in the
collections of the ,, Bundesimmobilienverwaltung“. Within the Federal
Ministry for Education and Cultural Affairs, a "Commission for
Provenance Research" was appointed which was entrusted with the
assignment of systematically categorizing all of the acquired art objects
during the time in question, in order to clear up al questions about their
ownership during the National Sociaist Rule and the immediate Post-
War period.

The first results of the work of this Commission are now
available. The following categories of art objects have been identified:

1) Art and cultural objects which were retained under the law
prohibiting exportation of works of art and entered into the property of
Austrian museums and collections labeled as "Gifts' or "Dedications’.
All works or art in this category have aready been subject to restitution
and were thus returned to their rightful owners. These cases are
therefore thoroughly documented. In return for the granting of an export
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allowance under the law prohibiting the exportation of art, it was agreed
upon with the owners who sought exportation that some of these pieces
should go to Austrian museums. From today's standpoint and based on
the fact that both the art and cultural restitution laws were explicitly
exempt from the application of the regulations of the statute prohibiting
exportation, the course of action chosen at that time is unjustifiable.

2) Art and cultural objects which legally became property of the
Federal Government, but were previously subject to a legal transaction
which has been declared void under the regulations of the so-called
"Nullity law" (Nichtigkeitsgesetz). After the war, several museum
directors purchased art works in good faith from authorized dedlers,
whereas doubts to the origin of these works only emerged at a later time.
Several such cases have been discovered in the course of the Provenance

study.

3) Art and cultura objects which, despite restitution attempts,
were unable to be returned to their rightful owner or legitimate heirs and
thus became property of the Federal Government as ownerless goods.

With the present draft law, the legal foundation shall be laid in
order to return these art objects to their origina owners or legitimate
heirs.

The law provides for an advisory board, which is assembled as
follows:

A Representative of the Federal Ministry for Education

A Representative of the Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs

A Representative of the Federal Ministry for Justice

A Representative of the Federal Ministry for Defense

A Representative of the Finanzprokuratur (branch of the Ministry
for Finance)

A historian and art historian nominated by the Conference of
University Deans

It is the duty of the advisory board to give advice regarding the
determination of all persons to whom works of art shall be restituted. The
advisory board can invite additional expertsto its meetings.

The statute prohibiting exportation does not apply to the law.
For this law the regulations of grants are freed from all taxes and duties.
The law appliesto a period of 25 years.
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Federal Minister Elisabeth Gehrer has stated during the
parliamentary debate of the new law that she will contact the nine federal
states, the various communities as well as other museums in Austria to
put a comparableinitiative in place.

A progress report will be given before the end of the regular
session of parliament. Further reports will be given on ayearly basis.

3) Arguments and Facts:

a) Status of the review and order of magnitude of the objects in
guestion:

Category 1 para. 1, subpara. 1: Due to archiva information
available to the Bundesdenkmalamt the dimension of this category can
be determined quite precisely. The review of the various museum’s
archives is, at this point, aimost complete. This category encompasses
stock from 13 former collections, amounting atogether to approximately
405 catalog entries and approximately 500-600 object pieces (among
them coins and dishes). Well known names of these collections are,
among others; Rothschild, Lederer, Bloch-Bauer and Lanckoronski.

Category 2 para. 1, subpara. 2: This category deals with
purchases of the federal museums during WWII and their acquisitions
after the war. So far the provenance research brought to light a number
of cases, which total under 20. The study under this category is the least
advanced because research proves to be most difficult in these cases.

Category 3 para. 1, subpara. 3: Due to the recent and systematic
archival review, additional art works and objects have been discovered,
which belong under the category "Naziraubkunst” (artwork stolen by the
Nazis). At this moment, this category contains up to 200 objects. None
of them are ,major pieces’ of art but rather furnishings (decorations)
and installation objects.

b) The law provides that ownerless goods or goods where no
heirs can be found shall be transferred to the National Fund for the
Victims of National Socialism. Concurrently with the adoption of the art
restitution law, the law governing the Nationa Fund has aso been
amended. Thereby the National Fund was authorized to transfer the
proceeds from the sale of these art works to victims of Nationd
Socialism.
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4) Additional questions:

Bloch-Bauer: There are claims from the family, which - given
today's level of information - fall under category 1 of the law and are
therefore governed by the new law. Further claims by the family must,
however, be looked into by the advisory board to determine whether or
not they fall under the restitution law.

Claims by the Mahler family: For these claims too, the advisory
board must examine archival materials in order to determine whether the
claims are legitimate according to the law.

Such cases which do not fall under any of the three categories of
the law and therefore cannot be restituted, should be looked into by the
Commission of Historians.

Leopold Museum (Leopold-Privatstiftung): Concerning the two
Schiele paintings in New York, the Leopold Foundation has been
advised (upon the initiative of Minister Gehrer) to propose to the New
York District Attorney that - after the return of the paintings to Vienna -
the Leopold Foundation will issue a legally binding waiver of itsright to
a plea concerning the statute of limitations in these cases.

The actual return of property under the law can begin as soon as
the law enters into force (expected by the beginning of December 1998):
Federal Minister Gehrer has aready written to the above mentioned
institutions and requested their nominations to the advisory board. The
nine federal states and communities were likewise contacted by the
Minister with the request to follow suit and take similar action. The
inauguration of this advisory board will take place in afirst meeting on 9
December.



Austrian Historical Commission

Handout for the Washington Conference

The Historicd Commission was established jointly by the
Austrian Federal Chancellor (i.e. Prime Minister), the Vice-Chancellor,
the Speaker of the Nationa Assembly and the Speaker of the Federal
Council (i.e. the second chamber of the Austrian Parliament). The
Commission will be their agent.

The Commission's mandate is to investigate and report on the
whole complex of expropriations in Austria during the Nazi era and on
restitution and/or compensation (including other financia or socia
benefits) after 1945 by the Republic of Austria (cf. the decision of the
Austrian Cabinet of 1 October 1998).

MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION

Prof. Clemens Jabloner, President of the Austrian Administrative
Court, Chairman,

Dr. Brigitte Bailer-Galanda,

Dr. Avraham Barkai,

Prof. Lorenz Mikoletzky, Director-General of the Austrian State
Archives,

Dr. Bertrand Perz,

Prof. Roman Sandgruber.

HOW THE MEMBERS WERE CHOSEN

One reputed foreign expert. The "Yad Vashem" Institute,
Jerusalem, the Holocaust Memorial Museum, Washington DC, and Mr.
Simon Wiesenthal, Vienna, were invited to draw up short list of three.

One Austrian economic and social historian. The heads of the
Departments of Economic and Social History of the Universities of
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Vienna, Linz, Innsbruck and Graz and of the Vienna University of
Economics were invited to draw up a short list of two.

Two Austrian experts on contemporary history. The heads of the
Departments of Contemporary History of the Universities of Vienna,
Graz, Linz and Innsbruck, the head of the History Department of
Salzburg University, the head of the Contemporary History Section of
the History Department of the University of Klagenfurt and the head of
the Boltzmann Institute for Research into the Consequences of the War,
who also heads the Documentation Archive of Austrian (Anti-Nazi)
Resistance, were invited to draw up a short list of four.

From the nominations submitted by these organizations, the
Austrian Federal Chancellor, the Vice-Chancellor, the Spesker of the
National Assembly and the Speaker of the Federal Council selected the
members of the Commission. The Commission's Secretariat is at the
Austrian State Archives ((")sterreichisches Staatsarchiv, 1030 Wien,
Nottendorfer Gasse 2, phone +43 1 79540/180 or 181, fax +43 1
79540/186, e-mail hiskom@oesta.gv.at).

The constituent session of the Commission will take place on 26
November 1998. The agenda will include the following items: rules of
procedure; should the Commission's sessions be public or private;
outlines of the Commission's work program; suggestions on methods to
be used; organizational requirements; time schedule; budget. As required
by its mandate, the Commission will announce its general work program
within 3 months of its constituent session.

The Commission's budget is part of the Austrian Parliament's
Budget. The Commission will probably submit intermediate "Progress
Reports* from time to time. In addition to the work of its members, the
Commission will subcontract some research work to outside historians in
order to speed up its work and make it more efficient.

As the Federal Chancellor said in the Cabinet on proposing the
Commission, the abject of the exercise is to make "another significant
step towards an objective, transparent, independent and comprehensive
coming to terms with one of the most painful chapters* of the history of
the Republic of Austria
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BIOGRAPHIES OF THE MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION

1. Clemens Jabloner

Born 28 November 1948, Vienna

Studied law at Vienna University

June 1972
1975
1 January 1976

1 March 1978
1982

December 1989

1988

1993

1 December 1991

1 April 1993

1 October 1998

Graduated as Doctor of Law

Assistant in public law, Vienna Economic
University

Assistant, Institute for Public and Administrative
Law, Vienna University

Seconded to Federal Chancellery, Department of
Lega Advisers

Appointed head of media subdivision of that
Department

Appointed head of the Civil Service Department,
Federal Chancellery

Habilitation as lecturer (Dozent) in constitutional
law, Vienna University (under Prof. Walter)

Chosen to be Second Executive Secretary of the
Hans Kedsen Institute; received title of
"Associate Professor” from Federal President

Appointed Vice-President of the Administrative
Court

Appointed President of the Administrative Court

Appointed Chairman of the Historical
Commission

Dr. Jabloner continues to lecture at the university and to publish
on law and legal philosophy.
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Selected publications

*  With R. Walter, Hans Kelsen (1881-1973) - Leben-Werk-Wirkung
[on the life, work and echo of Hans Kelsen], in: Luther, Stiefel and
Hoeflich (ed.), Der Einflu@ deutscher Emigranten auf die
Rechtsentwicklung in den USA und in Deutschland [The Influence of
German Emigrés on Lega Developments in the USA and Germany]
(1993), p. 521 (part 1V);

* "Kelsen" in: Schlink and Jacobson (ed.), Weimar: A Jurisprudence of
Crisis (in preparation);

*  "Menschenbild und Friedenssicherung” [The Concept of Man and
Action to Secure Peace], in: Walter and Jabloner (ed.), Hans Kelsens
Wege sozalphilosophischer Forschung [on Kelsen's approach to
socia philosophy 1(1997), 57;

*  "Der Bundesstaat und die Gerichtbarkeit des 6ffentlichen Rechts'
[The Federal System of Government and Public Law Courts], in:
Schambeck (ed.), Bundesstaat und Bundesrat in Osterreich [on the
federal system and the second chamber of parliament in Austria]
(1997), 135;

*  "Legal Techniques and Theory of Civilization - Remarks on Hans
Kelsen and Carl Schmitt”, in: Dinerand Stollels, Hans Kelsen and
Carl Schmitt. A Conference in Legal History (1998) (in preparation).

N

. Brigitte Bailer-Galanda
Born 1952, Vienna

Studied social science, economics and history at Vienna
University (Master of Social and Economic Science, Dr. phil.)

Since 1979 Staff member of Documentation Archive of
Austrian Resistance

Since 1993-94 Instructor, Institute of Political Science, Vienna
University
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Dr. Baller-Galanda has researched and published on the Nazi era
in Austria, particularly on the resistance movement and Nazi persecution,
and on racism and rightist extremism after 1945 with special emphasis
on Nazi apologists and Holocaust deniers as well as the problems of
compensation for Nazi victims and the Austrian response to the country's
Nazi past in general.

Selected publications
Own publications or co-editor:

Wiedergutmachung - kein Thema. Osterreich und die Opfer des
National sozialismus [ Compensation - Not a Suitable Subject: Austriaand
the Victims of Nazism], Vienna 1993;

With Wolfgang Neugebauer, "... ihrer Uberzeugung treu
geblieben". Rechtsextremisten, "Revisionisten” und Antisemiten in
Osterreich [on the extreme right, revisionism and anti-Semitism in
Austria], Stiftung  Dokumentationsarchiv.  des  Gsterreichischen
Widerstandes [Foundation for the Documentation Archive of Austrian
Resistance] (ed.), Vienna 1996;

Co-editor and contributor with Wolfgang Benz and Wolfgang
Neugebauer, Wahrheit und "AuschwitzZlige”. Zur Bekampfung
"revisionistischer" Propaganda [Truth and "Auschwitz Lie". How to
counter revisionist propagandal, Vienna 1995, expanded edition under
licence in Germany;

Die AuschwitzZleugner. "Revisionistische" Geschichtslige und
historische Wahrheit [Those Who Deny Auschwitz: "Revisionist"
Historical Lies and Historical Truth], Berlin 1996 (co-editor and
contributor).

Contributor:

* Erzihlte Geschichte. Berichte von Widerstandkdmpfern und
Verfolgern und Verfolgten, Vol. 1: Arbeiterbewegung [Vol. 1 -
dealing with the workers movement - of an ora history collection
featuring resistance fighters, persecutors and persecuted people], ed.
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Stiftung Dokumentationsarchiv des Osterreichischen Widerstandes,
Vienna 1985 (contributor and project director);

Judische Schicksale, Berichte von Verfolgten [Jewish Stories:
Reports by Persecuted Persons], ed. Stiftung Dokumentationsarchiv
des Osterreichischen Widerstandes, Vienna 1992 (vol. 3 of Erzihlte
Geschichte [Oral History]), (contributor and project director);

"Verfolgt und vergessen. Die Diskriminierung einzelner
Opfergruppen durch  die  Opferflrsorgegesetzgebung”  [on
discrimination against certain categories of victims in Austrian
legidation], in: Yearbook 1992, Dokumentationsarchiv des
Osterreichischen Widerstandes, pp. 13-25, Vienna 1992;

"'Ohne den Staat weiter damit zu belasten ..." Bemerkungen zur
Osterreichischen  Ruickstellungsgesetzgebung” ["Without Creating
Additional Burdens for the State": Notes on Austrian Restitution
Legidation] in: Zeitgeschichte 11/12 (1993), pp. 367-381,

"Gleiches Recht fir ale? Die Behandlung von Opfern und Tétern
des Nationalsoziaismus durch die Republik Osterreich" [Equal
Rights for All? The Treatment of Nazi Victims and Nazi Perpetrators
by the Republic of Austria], in: Der Umgang mit dem Holocaust.
Europa-USA-Israel [Coming to Terms with the Holocaust: Europe-
USA-Israel], ed. Rolf Steininger, pp. 183-197 Vienna, Cologne and
Weimar 1994 (Publications of the Contemporary History Department
of Innsbruck University and the Jewish Museum of Hohenems, Vol.
1);

"Anschreiben gegen die Leugner, Neue Literatur zum Thema
"Revisionismus™ [Writing against the Deniers: New Literature on
the  Subject of "Revisonism'], in:  Jahrbuch  fir
Antisemitismusforschung [Yearbook for Research on Anti-
Semitism], ed. Wolfgang Benz for the Centre for Research on Anti-
Semitism of the Berlin Technical University, pp. 287-300, Frankfurt

and New York 1995;

"Das Konzentrationslager Mauthausen” (Mauthausen Concentration
Camp) in: Simon Wiesenthal, Denn sie wulden, was sie tun.
Zeichnungen und Aufzeichnungen aus dem KZ Mauthausen [For
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They Knew What They Were Doing: Drawings and Notes from
Mauthausen Concentration Camp], pp. 11-13, Vienna 1995;

"“Alle haben gleich gdlitten? Antisemitismus in der
Auseinandersetzung um die sogenannte 'Wiedergutmachung™ [All
Suffered to the Same Extent? Anti-Semitism in the Debate about So-
Cdled 'Reparation’], in: Die Macht der Bilder. Antisemitische
Vorurteile und Mythen [The Power of Images. Anti-Semitic
Prgjudices and Myths], ed. Judisches Museum der Stadt Wien
[Jewish Museum of the City of Vienna], pp. 333-345, Vienna 1995;

"Die sogenannte ‘Auschwitz-Lige' - neue Ausdruckform fir
althergebrachten Antisemitismus' [The So-Called 'Auschwitz Li€' - a
New Expression of Traditional Anti-Semitism], in: Die Macht der
Bilder. Antisemitische Vorurteile und Mythen, ed. Judisches Museum
der Stadt Wien, pp. 360-365, Vienna 1995;

"Alle waren Opfer. Der selektive Umgang mit den Folgen des
Nationalsozialismus' [They Were All Victims: The Selective
Treatment of the Consequences of Nazism], in: Wolfgang Kos and
Georg Rigele (ed.) Inventur 45/55. Osterreich im ersten Jahrzehnt
der Zweiten Republik [Stocktaking 45-55: Austriain the First Decade
of the Second Republic], pp. 181-200, Vienna 1996.

In English:

*

"They Were AIl Victims. The Selective Treatment of the
Consequences of National Socialism®, in: Gunter Bischof and Anton
Pelinka (ed.), Austrian Historical Memory and National Identity,
New Brunswick Austrian Contemporary Studies, Vol. 5), London
1996;

"'Revisionism" in Germany and Austriaa The Evolution of a
Doctrine”, in: Anti-Semitism and Xenophobia in Germany after
Unification, ed. Hermann Kurthen, Rainer Erb and Werner
Bergmann, New Y ork and Oxford 1997.



176 WASHINGTON CONFERENCE ON HOLOCAUST-ERA ASSETS

3. Avraham Barkai

Born 1921, Berlin.

1938-1940 Emigrated to Palestine, student of agriculture at
Mikveh, Israel

since 1941 Member of Kibbutz Lehaveth Habashan

1977 Ph.D., Tel Aviv Universty in History of

Economics, since 1986 part-time assistant-
professor at the Tel-Hai-College, Isradl.

Visiting professor at Isragli and foreign universities

Member of the historical commission investigating the history of
Deutsche Bank under the Nazis (report has been submitted)

Member of the Board of Directors(1994-1997 chairman), Leo
Baeck Institute, Jerusalem

Currently Research Fellow at Yad Vashem's International Center
for Holocaust Studies where he is researching the history of
"Centralverein deutscher Staatsbiirger jidischen Glaubens', 1893-1938,
the largest and most representative German-Jewish organization.

Selected publications

*  Vom Boykott zur Entjudung. Der wirtschaftliche Existenzkampf der
Juden im Dritten Reich 1933-1943, 1988 [about the economic
struggle for survival of Jews in Nazi Germany] ; Engl. ed. From
Boycott to Annihilation, Hanover: Brandeis UP 1989;

*  Das Wirtschaftssystem des Nationalsozialismus (1st ed. 1977, 2nd
enlarged ed. 1989, Engl. ed. Nazi Economics. Ideology, Theory,
Palicy, New Haven: Yae UP and Oxford, UK: Berg 1990);

* Judische Minderheit und Industrialisierung in Westdeutschland
1850-1914 [The Jewish Minority and Industrialization in West
Germany, 1850-1914] (1988);
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*  With Paul Mendes Flohr, Deutsch-Jidische Geschichte in der
Neuzeit [German-Jewish History in the Modern Age, Val. IV, 1918-
1945] (1997), Engl. edition New Y ork: Columbia UP 1998;

*  Many essays and conference papers on German Jewish history, the
ideology, economics and politics of Nazis, the Holocaust etc.

4. Lorenz Mikoletzky

Born 12 May 1945, Vienna.

1964-1969 Studied history and classical archaeology at
Vienna University

1969 Graduated as Dr. phil., joined Austrian State
Archives

1 February 1991 Appointed head of Genera Administrative
Archive

1 July 1991 Promoted to Hofrat (Chief Archivist)

1 July 1994 Appointed Director-General of Austrian State
Archives and Chairman of Central Archives
Office

13 January 1993 Appointed Honorary Professor of Maodern

Austrian History, Faculty of Letters and
Humanities, Vienna University

International Activities (inter alia):

Member, Executive Committee of the International Council on Archives,
for Europe and North America

Austrian representative in CIBAL (Comité et Centre International d'
information sur les sources de [I'histoire bakanique et
méditerranéenne).
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Work in academic commissions and organizations:

Honorary member of the Historical Commission of the Grand Duchy of
L uxembourg

Honorary member of the Association of Romanian Archivists

Executive Vice-President of the Union of Austrian Historians and
Historical Associations

Member of the Board of the Commission for Austrian Modern History
Member of the Board of Curators of the Documentation Archive of
Austrian Resistance

Member of the Board of the Austro-Polish Society

Member of the Letters and Humanities Committee of the Austrian
Commission for UNESCO

Selected publications

*  "The Independence of Economics and Palitics. An Example from the
Austro-Russian Alliance during the Napeolonic Wars', in: The
Journal of European History, 2/2, 1973, pp. 355-362;

*  "Le recensement des archives des firmes et des entreprises en
Autriche: état actuel" [The Present State of the Inventorization of
Business Archives in Austrig], in: Bulletin du Comité des Archives
d'Entreprises 3/1980, pp. 21-26;

* "Josef Burckels Dienststelle und die Steiermark  1938/39.
Ausgewdhlte Materialien aus dem Amt des Reichskommissars fur
die Wiedervereinigung Osterreichs mit dem Deutschen Reich” [Josef
Birckel's Office and Styria, 1938-39. Selected Materials from the
Office of the Reich Commissioner for the Reunification of Austria
with the German Reich] in: Sedlung, Macht und Wirtschaft
[Settlement, Power and the Economy], 1981, pp. 281-291,

*  "Bibliographie zum 12. Februar 1934. Eine Auswahl" [Selected
Bibliography on 12 February 1934] in: Erwachsenenbildung in
Osterreich [Adult Education in Austria] 4B/1983, pp. 11-13;

*  "Uberblick tber das dsterreichische Archivwesen seit dem Zweiten
Weltkrieg" [Survey of Austrian Archival Work since World War 11],
in: Archives et Bibliothégues de Belgique, LV/1-4/1984, pp. 73-83;
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*  "Osterreichische  Parlamentss und  Parteiarchive”  [Austrian
Parliamentary and Party Archives], in: Archives et Bibliothéques de
Belgique, LX/3-4/1989, pp. 77-81;

* "Das Oderreichische Staatsarchiv. und das Problem der
Massenaktenbewdltigung” [The Austrian State Archives and the
Problem of Handling Large Quantities of Files], in: Scrinium 44/45,
1991, pp. 206-210;

*  "Austrian Archival Work - Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow", in:
Bulgarische Archivzeitschrift 1-2/1995, pp. 77-87 (in Bulgarian);

* "Die osterreichischen Archive und Europa - Das Osterreichische
Staatsarchiv" [Austria's Archives and Europe - The Austrian State
Archives] in: Scrinium 49/1995, pp. 451-455;

*  Archives of the Holocaust. An International Collection of Selected
Documents, Vol. 21: Allgemeines Verwaltungsarchiv, Archiv der
Republik [General Administrative Archive and Archive of the
Republic], Vienna, New Y ork and London 1995.

()

. Bertrand Perz
Born 9 February 1958, Linz.

Studied history and for some semesters geology, philosophy and
art history at Vienna University. In lieu of military service, served at the
Documentation Archive of Austrian Resistance. Doctoral dissertation
supervised by Karl Stuhlpfarrer (with Erika Weinzierl as second
examiner) at Department of Contemporary History, Vienna University,
subject: "Melk Concentration Camp: Expansion of the Armament
Industry and Forced Labour by Concentration Camp Prisoners at the
Steyr-Daimler-Puch AG Company". Graduated as Dr. phil., 1990.

Since 1981 Contributed to numerous research projects at the
Contemporary History Department, University
of Vienna, on subjects such as Nazi
concentration camps and ghettos, forced labour,
the Holocaust, the culture of remembrance and
commemorative shrines at concentration camps
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1982-1987

1991-1992

since the academic
year 1991-92

1992

1993-1995

1995-1996

since 1997

since 1 July 1998

Member of the Commission for Research into
Resistance and Persecution in Lower Austria in
preparation of the publication of the same name

Expert for the Duisburg Regional Court
(Germany) in the crimina trial of former
member SS guards of Wiener Neudorf
concentration camp

Instructor, Contemporary History Department,
Vienna University, conducting classes inter dia
on Nazism and its impact on cultural history and
the history of technology

With Gottfried Fliedl planned and did the
historical work for the permanent exhibit on the
history of Melk concentration camp opened in
Melk on 8 May 1992

Member and coordinator of the internationa
commission of experts appointed by the Federal
Minister of Education and Art for the
Mauthausen commemorative shrine

Instructor, Contemporary History Department,
Innsbruck University

Staff member of the Independent Commission of
Experts on Switzerland in World War |1 (Bergier
Commission)

Secretary of Forschungsgemeinschaft — zur
Geschichte des National sozialismus
(organization of researchers working on the
history of Nazism)

Holder of a fellowship from the Hamburg
Foundation for the Encouragement of Science
and Culture to enable him to work on his
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habilitation thesis the subject of which will be
the department run by Odilo Globocnik as SS
and police chief in Lublin (organization and
personnel).

Selected publications

Salf-contained

*

With Florian Freund, Das KZ in der Serbenhalle. Zur
Kriegsindustrie in Wiener Neustadt [on a concentration camp
connected with war industries in the town of Wiener Neustadt],
Vienna 1988;

Projekt Quarz. Seyr-Daimler-Puch und das Konzentrationslager
Melk [The Quartz Project: Steyr-Daimler-Puch and Melk
Concentration Camp], Vienna 1991;

Konzentrationslager Melk.  Begleitbroschire zur  stdndigen
Ausstellung in der Gedenkstatte des ehemaligen
Konzentrationslagers Melk  [Visitor's  handbook  for  the
commemorative shrine in Melk] (with a contribution by Gottfried
Fliedl), Vienna 1992;

Il campo di concentramento di Melk. "Commando” di Mauthausen -
Impianto sotteraneo "Quarz', Burolo (TO) 1993 (enlarged Italian
version of the Melk brochure).

Essays

*

With Hans Safrian, "Wege und Irrwege der Faschismusforschung”
[Routes and Wrong Turnings of Research on Fascism], in:
Zeitgeschichte, 11/12 (1980), pp. 437 ff;

Joint editor with Hans Safrian and Karl Stuhlpfarrer of Faschismus
in Osterreich und International [Austrian and International Fascism].
Yearbook 1980-81 of the Austrian Society for Contemporary
History, Vienna 1982;
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With Werner Eichbauer and Florian Freund, Die AulRenlager des KZ
Mauthausen in Niederosterreich [The Sub-camps of the Mauthausen
Concentration Camp in Lower Austria] in: Widerstand und
Verfolgung in Niederosterreich [Resistance and Persecution in
Lower Austrig], Vol. 3, pp. 602-631, Vienna 1987;

With Horian Freund, "Industriadliserung durch Zwangsarbeit"
[Industrialization through Forced Labour] in: Emmerich Talos, Ernst
Hanisch and Wolfgang Neugebauer (ed.), NS-Herrschaft in
Osterreich 1938-1945 [Nazi Rule in Austria 1938-1945], pp. 95-114,
Vienna 1988;

"Die Errichtung eines Konzentrationslagers in Wiener Neudorf. Zum
Zusammenhang von Ristungsexpansion und Zwangsarbeit von KZ-
Hé&ftlingen" [The establishment of a Concentration Camp in Wiener
Neudorf: the Connection between Armament Expansion and Forced
L abour by Concentration Camp Prisonerg], in:
Dokumentationsarchiv des Osterreichischen Widerstandes (ed.),
Jahrbuch 1988 [Y earbook], pp. 88-116, Vienna 1988;

"Der Todesmarsch von Wiener Neudorf nach Mauthausen. Eine
Dokumentation” [The Death March from Wiener Neudorf to
Mauthausen:  Documents|, in:  Dokumentationsarchiv  des
Osterreichischen Widerstandes (ed.), Jahrbuch 1988 [Y earbook], pp.
117-137, Vienna 1988;

"Steyr-Munichholz, ein Konzentrationslager der Steyr-Daimler-Puch
AG, Zur Genese der Zwangsarbeit in der Rustungsindustrie” [Steyr-
Mdunichholz, a Concentration Camp of Steyr-Daimler-Puch AG:
Notes on the Genesis of Forced Labour in the Armament Industry],
in: Dokumentationsarchiv des Osterreichischen Widerstandes (ed.),
Jahrbuch 1989, pp. 57-61, Vienna 1989;

With Horian Freund and Karl Stuhlpfarrer, "Das Getto in
Litzmannstadt (Lodz)" [The Ghetto in Litzmannstadt, i.e. Lodz] in:
"Unser einziger Weg ist Arbeit." Das Getto in Lodz 1940-1944 ["Our
Only Way Is Work. The Lodz Ghetto, 1940-1944], ed. Jewish
Museum, Frankfurt am Main, pp. 17-31, Vienna 1990;

With Florian Freund and Karl Stuhlpfarrer, "Bildergeschichten -
Geschichtshilder" [Pictorial Histories, Historical Pictures], in:
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"Unser einziger Weg ist Arbeit". Das Getto in Lodz 1940-1944, ed.
Jewish Museum, Frankfurt am Main, pp. 50-59, Vienna 1990;

With Florian Freund and Karl Stuhlpfarrer, selection of colour slides
from the archives of the German ghetto administration in Lodz
(including quotes), in: "Unser einziger Weg ist Arbeit". Das Getto in
Lodz 1940-1944, ed. Jewish Museum, Frankfurt am Main, pp. 50-59,
Vienna 1990;

With Florian Freund, "Fremdarbeiter und KZ-Héftlinge in der
'‘Ostmark™ (Foreign Workers and Concentration Camp Prisoners in
Nazi-Occupied Austria), in: Ulrich Herbert (ed.), Europa und der
"Reichseinsatz’. Auslandische Zivilarbeiter, Kriegsgefangene und
KZ-Haftlinge in Deutschland 1938-1945 [Europe and "Assignment
for the Reich": Foreign Civilian Workers, Prisoners of War and
Concentration Camp Prisoners in Germany, 1938-1945], pp. 317-
350, Essen 1991,

With Florian Freund and Karl Stuhlpfarrer, "Farbdias aus dem
Ghetto Lodz" [Colour Slides from Lodz Ghetto], in: Zeitgeschichte
18 (1990/91) No. 9/10, pp. 271-303;

With Gottfried Fliedl, Florian Freund and Eduard Fuchs, "Den Toten
zur Ehr - den Lebenden zur Lehr?' [To Honour the Dead and to
Teach the Living a Lesson?] in: Osterreichische Zeitschrift fir
Geschichtswissenschaften 2 (1991), No. 4;

With Florian Freund and Karl Stuhlpfarrer, "Der Bau des
Vernichtungslagers Auschwitz-Birkenau. Die Aktenmappe der
Zentralbauleitung Auschwitz 'Vorhaben Kriegsgefangenenlager
Auschwitz ~ (Durchfihrung  der  Sonderbehandlung)' im
Militarhistorischen Archiv Prag" [The Construction of Auschwitz-
Birkenau Annihilation Camp: The Files of the Auschwitz Centra
Construction Management on "Project POW: Camp Auschwitz
(Application of Special Treatment)"], in: Zeitgeschichte 20 (1993),
No. 5/6, pp. 187-214);

"Rustungsindustrie in Wiener Neustadt 1938-1945" [Armament
Industries in Wiener Neustadt, 1938-1945], in: Sylvia Hahn and Karl
Flanner (ed.), "Die Wienerische Neustadt", Handwerk, Handel und
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Militdr in der Seinfeldstadt [Crafts, Trade and the Military in
Wiener Neustadt], pp. 47-90, Wien, Cologne and Weimar 1994;

"Perspektiven der tsterreichischen Forschung zu Zwangsarbeit und
Arbeitsmigration im Nationalsozialismus' [Perspectives of Austrian
Research on Forced Labour and Worker Migration under Nazism],
in: Osterreichischer Zeitgeschichtetag Innsbruck 1993 [Proceedings
of the 1993 Congress of Austrian Contemporary Historians], ed.
Ingrid Bohler and Rolf Steininger, p. 209-215, Innsbruck and Vienna
1995;

"Das Konzentrationslager Mauthausen in  der historischen
Forschung® [Mauthausen Concentration Camp as Reflected in
Historical Research], in: Nouvelles recherches sur ['univers
concentrationnaire et d'extermination nazi. Revue d'Allemagne et des
pays de langue allemande, vol. 27, No. 2 - April/June 1995, pp. 265-
274;

"'Auf Wunsch des Fuhrers ...". Der Bau von Luftschutzstollen in Linz
durch H&ftlinge des Konzentrationslagers Linz 11" ["It is the Flhrer's
Wish" The Building of Air-Raid Dugouts by Prisoners rom
Concentration Camp Linz Il], in: Zeitgeschichte, 22nd Year,
September/October 1995, No. 9/10, pp. 342-346;

"Politisches Management im Wirtschaftskonzern. Georg Meindl und
die Rolle des Staatskonzerns Steyr-Daimler-Puch bei  der
Verwirklichung der NS-Wirtschaftsziele in Osterreich” [Political
Management in a Business Concern: Georg Meindl and the Role of
the State-Owned  Steyr-Daimler-Puch  Company in  the
Implementation of Nazi Economic Objectives in Austrig], in:
Hermann Kaienburg (ed.), Konzentrationslager und deutsche
Wirtschaft 1939-1945 [Concentration Camps and the German
Economy, 1939-1945], pp. 95-112, Opladen 1996;

"Das Ghetto in Lodz und die Errichtung des Vernichtungslagers
Chelmno-Kulmhof" [The Ghetto in Lodz and the Construction of
Chelmno-Kulmhof ~ Annihilation Camp], in: Osterreichischer
Zeitgeschichtetag Linz 1995, Osterreich - 50 Jahre Zweite Republik
[Proceedings of the 1995 Congress of Austrian Contemporary
Historians in Celebration of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Second
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Republic], Rudolf G. Ardelt und Christian Gerbel (ed.), pp. 220-224,
Innsbruck 1996;

As member of the historical staff, co-authored the report of the Swiss
Commission on gold transactions in World War Il (Bericht der
Unabhéngigen Expertenkommission: Schweiz - Zweiter Weltkrieg:
Goldtransaktionen im Zweiten Weltkrieg: Kommentierte statistische
Ubersicht. Ein Beitrag zur Goldkonferenzin London, 2.-4. Dezember
1997), Berne 1997,

"Der Arbeitseinsatz im KZ Mauthausen™ [Work Assignments in
Mauthausen Concentration Camp], in: Die nationalsozalistischen
Konzentrationslager - Entwicklung und Struktur [The Nazi
Concentration Camps - Development and Structure], Ulrich Herbert,
Karin Orth and Christoph Dieckmann (ed.), pp. 533-557, Gottingen
1998;

(In the press): "'Selbst die Sonne schien damals ganz anders ...". Die
Entstehung der KZ-Gedenkstétte Mauthausen 1945-1970" ["Even the
Sun Shone Quite Differently Then..." The Genesis of the Camp
Shrine in Mauthausen], in: Seinernes Bewuldtsein. Die offentliche
Reprasentation staatlicher und nationaler Identitat Osterreichs in
seinen Denkmélern [Remembrance in Stone: The Public
Representation of Austrias Statehood and Nationa Identity in Her
Monuments], Vol. 2, Heidemarie Uhl (ed.), Vienna, Cologne and
Weimar (to be published spring 1999).
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since 1982 Full Professor and Head of the Department of
Economic and Socia History, Linz University

since 1995 Corresponding Member of the Austrian
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since 1996 Chairman of the Senate of Linz University

1998 Academic Director of the Upper Austrian

Regiona Exhibition 1998, "Land of Hammers -
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association in Upper Austria

Chairman, Economic History Section, Union of
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Prof. Sandgruber has published a comprehensive account of the
economic history of Austria from the Middle Ages to the present
(Okonomie und Politik. Wirtschaftsgeschichte Osterreichs vom
Mittelalter bis zur Gegenwart, Vienna 1995) in the ten-volume series
Osterreichische Geschichte. In this book, he deals inter alia with the
guestion of confiscations of property, forced labour, restitution and
various forms of compensation. He has aso done research on the history
of Austrian farming, the iron industry in the Alps, historical statistics,
demand patterns in the age of industridization, the history of everyday
life, the changing environment and general Austrian economic and social
history in the 20th century. He has published seven monographs and
about 150 articles in academic journals and collections of essays (see
below). He is a regular contributor to a number of daily papers and
magazines.

In addition to numerous smaler awards, he has been honoured
with the Sandoz Prize for distinguished research achievements (1987),
the Karl von Vogelsang Prize from the Austrian government (1988) and
the Economic Research Award of the state government of Upper Austria
(1990).
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Selected publications

Salf-contained

*

Okonomie und Politik, Osterreichische Wirtschaftsgeschichte vom
Mittelalter bis zur Gegenwart (Vol, 10 of Osterreichische
Geschichte, a series of publications on Austrian history ed. by
Herwig Wolfram), Vienna 1995 (see above);

Essays

*

"Rollenverstandnis in Bauern-, Heimarbeiter- und
Industriearbeiterfamilien  Osterreichs im 18, 19. und 20.
Jahrhundert” [Role Perception in Peasant, Homeworker and
Industrial Worker Families in Austria in the 18th, 19th and 20th
Centuries] in: Peter Borscheid and Hans J. Treuteberg (ed.), Ehe,
Liebe, Tod [Marriage, Love and Death], pp. 135-149, Munich 1983;

"Die Postsparkassensparer. Sozialstruktur und Alltagseben im
Lichte von Bankkunden" [The Postal Savings Bank Savers: Social
Structure and Everyday Life in the Light of Bank Customerg], in:
Roland L&ffler and Michael Wagner (ed.), Stillstand ist Ruckschritt.
Der erste Postsparkassen-Gouverneur 1910 [Standstill Means
Retrogression: The First Governor of the Postal Savings Bank,
1910], pp. 43-67, Vienna 1986;

"Von der Ersten zur Dritten Republik. Stationen eines erstaunlichen
Weges durch das 20. Jahrhundert® [From the First to the Third
Republic: Stages of an Amazing Progress through the 20th Century],
in: Sandort Osterreich. Uber Kultur, Wirtschaft und Politik im
Wandel [Location Austria: Culture, Economy and Politicsin a Period
of Change], ed. Gerd Bache