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Science and Engineering Bachelor’s
Degrees Awarded to Women Increase
Overall, but Decline in Several Fields

A record number of science and engi- Table 1. S&E bachelor’s degree awarded to
neering $&E) bachelor’s degrees were women and men: 1985, 1990, and 1995
awarded to women in 1995. Women ac- Year S&E bachelor's degree recipients
counted for 47 percent of S&E bachelor’s Women | Men
degrees awarded in that year. (in thousands)

129 203
The number of women graduating in S&E was 140 189
47 thousand higher in 1995 than in 1985 176 202
while the number of men graduating in S&E  percent changes:
was similar in both years (but with a decline 198590 ................ 9% 7%
in 1990). Over this period, the greatest 199095 oo 26 7

women occurred from 1990 to 1995 (table 1). Degrees: 1966-95.

centage gains—e. g., among American Indian

Women from minority groups had higher | yyomen—still reflect the very small numbers
percentage increases than white women.| of gegrees (chart 1).

Among the minority groups, the increases
for black women were less than those of thgpoyt half of the bachelor’s degree recipients
other groups. But some of the large per- | i, the biological sciences and social sciences

Chart 1. Percent change in women earning bachelor’s degrees in S&E, by

race/ethnicity: 1990-95

Total, All Women™* 26% (174)

White, Non-Hispanic Women 18%  (133)*

Black, Non-Hispanic Women
Asian Women 65% (13)
Hispanic Women

American Indian/ Alaskan Native Women

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100
Percentage Change
*Number of 1995 degrees, in thousands.
**Excludes non-resident aliens and those with race/ethnicity unknown.

NOTES: (1) Numbers do not add to total in Table 1 because racial/ethnic data are collected by
broad field of study and therefore cannot be tabulated by the exact NSF taxonomy. Also,
non-resident aliens and those with race/ethnicity unknown are excluded.
(2) Numbers may not add to total due to rounding.

SOURCE: NSF/SRS, Science and Engineering Degrees, by Race/Ethnicity of Recipient: 1989-95.



were women; in psychology, 73 per- women was in physics (18 percent),
cent of degree recipients were womefield in which the bachelor’s degree

z Table 2. Bachelor’s degree awards in S/E
fields, by sex: 1985, 1990, and

in 1995. These fields are the ones thatvards to women have been level SIE fields 1985 1990 1995
maintained overall growth in the periodsince 1990. Total S&E....orrr 332,273  329,094| 378,148
1985 to 1995 amond both men and Women... 128,871| 140,012] 175,931
9 Men....... 203,402 189,082 202,217
women (table 2). User Notes Astronomy.. 119 140 169
The information presented in this Data ‘h’AVnge” ----- gg ;‘3 1?5
Among bachelor’s degree awards in Brief derives from two forthcoming Physi;; """"""""""" sl atesl sz
many of the other S&E fields, there  NSF reports:Science and Engineer-  women.......... sef| el ers
was not consistent growth from 1985 ing Degrees: 1966-9%nd Science MeN..oooeerreersne 3550  3514] 3161
to 1995. For example, bachelor's deand Engineering Degrees, by Race/ Cemsiy..........- PO I Il
gree awards in chemistry declined  Ethnicity of Recipients: 1989-95 M. 6,807 4965 5783
among both men and women from  These reports are based on data Other Physical
1985 to 1990, then they began to in- collected from all colleges and univer- S\j\'l‘f)'r‘:zi --------------- 122? 2‘7’2 ggg
crease among both groups to 1995.  sities for bachelor’s and master’s MeN.orrcne| 988  530[ 544
However, awards in mathematics anddegree and from all research doctor-  Earth, Atmosp, & .....
computer science declined among bothte recipients for doctoral degrees. ~ Ocean. Sciences 332? 2;;2 ?g;i
men and women dynng the enfure pe- 5715 2001 2954
riod. The declines in mathematics  This Data Brief was prepared by: Mathematics.......... 15,389]  14,674] 13,851
among women were not as great as \h//lVomen ------------------ 7,094 6811 6,491
those among men. The percentage Susan T. Hill Ol Sago  7eesf 7360
. . . Nati | Sci = dation Computer Sciences.... 39,121 27,695 24,769
decline in computer science was much ational Science Founda _ Women.... 14,431 8,374 7.063
larger among women (51 percent) Division of Science Resources Studies ~ Men......... 24,690  19,321] 17,706
than among men (28 percent) from 4201 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 965 Engineering. 77,572|  64,705] 63,371
Arlington, VA 22230 Women.... 11,246 9,973 10,950
1985 t0 1995. 9 MeN.crrerrsrrn 66,326 54732 52,421
. . Agricultural Science.... 11,907 8,411 14,580
Women accounted for 47 percent of This data brief and the two reports Women 4170|2992 5637
mathematics bachelor’s degree cited above are available from the BN:enls """"""" 3;‘7“3); 32312 52233
.. . . ; iological Science...... \ , ,
recipients in 1995, and of chemistry ~\World Wide Web. (See page 1.) For =, "0 ™ 18970| 19.400] 29,018
recipients, 42 percent. Among com- free copies of this Data Brief or the Men......... 20,435 18,631 26,972
puter science bachelor’s degree reports cited above, write to the above Psychology. 402371 54,018 72,601
o . o1 Women.... | 27429l sset19] 52,963
recipients, women comprised 29 address, call (301) 947-2722, or e-mail | 7 12815 15300 195638
percent. The lowest representation ofo pubs@nsf.gov. Social Sciences ........ 84,796| 105,350] 112,711
Women.... 38.841| 48740 56,003
[V —— 45,955]  56,610] 56,618
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SOURCE: NSF/SRS, Science and Engineering
Degrees: 1966-95.
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