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H.R. 1904 —Healthy Forests Restoration Act of 2003
(Rep. Mclnnis (R) Colorado and 137 cosponsors)

The Adminigtration commends the House Agriculture, Judiciary, and Resources Committees for
reporting H.R. 1904, which would provide authorities and authorizations for gppropriations thet in large
part are consstent with the President's Hedlthy Forests Initiative. The Administration strongly supports
House passage of H.R. 1904 as reported, and looks forward to working with Congress to enact a hill
as soon as possible that will provide the Administration with the needed flexibility to manage public
lands wisdly, and implement the kind of active forest management that is good for both the environment
and our economy. Asthis year's fire season progresses, this bill would further equip Federa land
managers with the additiond tools they need to restore forest hedlth, safeguard habitat and watersheds,
and protect lives and communities.

The Healthy Forests Restoration Act establishes procedures to expeditioudy implement hazardous fuels
reduction projects on Forest Service and BLM lands. (1) near communitiesin the wildiand urban
interface; (2) on high risk lands in the proximity of municipa water sources; (3) on high risk lands that
encompass habitat for threatened and endangered species where federa wildlife officids have identified
catastrophic wildfire as athrest to the viability of the species; and (4) on high risk landscapes
particularly susceptible to disease or insect infestation. Additiondly, the bill would: (1) facilitate the
utilization of wood, brush, resdue, and other biomass removed in conjunction with forest health projects
in the production of biomass energy; (2) authorize federa programs to support community-based
watershed forestry partnerships that address critical forest tewardship, watershed protection, and
restoration needs at the state and loca levd; (3) direct additiond research focused on the early
detection and containment of insect and disease infestations; and (4) establish avoluntary private
forestland easement program focused on recovering forest ecosystem typesin decline.
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