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National Agricultural Statistics Service

The National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS)
administers the United States Department of Agri-
culture’s program for collecting and publishing timely
national and state agricultural statistics. In 1862, the first
Commissioner of the newly formed Department of
Agriculture, Isaac Newton, established a goal to “collect,
arrange, and publish statistical and other useful
agricultural information.” A year later, in July 1863, the
Department’s Division of Statistics issued the Nation’s
first official Crop Production report.

The structure of farming, ranching, and the agricultural
industry has changed dramatically during the succeeding
130 years. The need for accurate, timely, and objective
statistical information about the Nation’s agriculture has
become even more important as the country has moved
from subsistence agriculture to a highly industrialized
business that produces food and fiber for the world
market.

The National Agricultural Statistics Service now
publishes nearly 400 reports a year with official estimates
covering over 120 crops and 45 livestock items. Each
report is issued according to a published annual calendar
of release dates. Strict security procedures ensure that no
one gains premature access to the information. In
addition, NASS has a strong tradition of cooperation
with other federal agencies, state departments of
agriculture, and universities to supplement the federal
statistics program.  The state-federal cooperative
relationship, which began over 75 years ago, eliminates
duplication and provides state input while maintaining
consistency in surveys conducted across the U.S.

Data Sources and Estimation Procedures

The official estimates prepared by NASS are based on
data obtained from farm and ranch operators, as well as
from agribusinesses such as grain elevators, shippers,
processors, and commercial storage firms. Scientifically
designed sampling methods are used to determine the
operations to be included in each survey. Operators are
interviewed by professionally trained interviewers, either
in person or by telephone.

In some instances operators will receive a questionnaire
by mail with a postage-paid return envelope. Anyone not
returning the form is usually telephoned; however, survey
response is voluntary.  Very stringent laws and
procedures protect the confidentiality of each operator’s
response.

NASS maintains extensive lists of farm and ranch
operations along with identifiers that indicate size and
type of operation. NASS also maintains complete lists of
grain storage facilities, commercial operations such as
feedlots, cold storage facilities, and manufactured dairy
processors. Nearly every report issued by NASS is
based on survey sample data collected from farms or
other agribusinesses selected from these lists.

NASS also maintains an area sampling frame. The area
frame, which is essentially the entire land mass of the
United States, ensures complete coverage of the U.S.
farm population. The Area Frame Survey provides
accurate estimates of crop acres and is the primary basis
for the June Acreage report. The area frame is also used
to measure the incompleteness of the list frame.

Sampling from the area frame is a multi-step process.
First, all land in each state is classified into land use
categories by the intensity of cultivation using a variety
of map products, satellite imagery, and computer
software packages. These land use classifications range
from intensively cultivated land to marginally cultivated
grazing land to urban areas. The land in each use
category is then divided into segments ranging from
about 1 square mile in cultivated areas to 0.1 square mile
in urban areas. This allows intensively cultivated land
segments to be selected with a greater frequency than
those less intensively cultivated.

Nearly 12,000 area segments are selected nationwide for
the large scale survey conducted each June. Using maps
and aerial photos that show the exact site and boundaries
of each sample segment, interviewers locate and
interview every operator with land inside the segment
boundaries. They obtain information on the crops
planted in each field, livestock inventory, and quantities
of grain in storage.

Statistical Highlights 1999/2000



Statistical Bulletin 967

Administrative Data Sources

A considerable amount of data is also available from
other organizations, both private and public. This
administrative data is used to evaluate the accuracy of
production estimates and to determine the final
estimates. The information becomes available during
the marketing year but often after the preliminary
production estimates are determined. Some examples
of administrative data follow.

Utilization data. Information about imports, exports,
soybean crush, and industrial use are available from the
Bureau of the Census. These data are used in a
balance sheet that starts with carryover stocks from the
previous year and the current production estimate,
which measures total supply. At the end of the
marketing year, when subtracting utilization data from
the supplies at the beginning of the crop year, the result
should correspond closely with the ending stocks. If
there is a large unexplained difference between survey
stocks and indicated stocks from the balance sheet, then
the previous year acreage, yield, and production survey
and stocks data are reviewed to determine if revisions
should be made.

Slaughter statistics. NASS receives data through the
Food Safety and Inspection Service about the number
of animals inspected at slaughter operations. These
data are used to monitor the accuracy of the livestock
production statistics.

Price statistics. Extensive use is made of USDA’s
Agricultural Marketing Service market news data to

prepare the monthly average prices received from the
sales of livestock species. Also, Bureau of Labor price
indices are used to measure the relative changes in
prices paid for production input items.

Summary

NASS is a world leader in the use of statistical
methodology to produce statistics about agriculture.
NASS statisticians provide consultative services to a
large number of developing countries around the world,
helping them develop statistical information about their
agriculture. NASS has also been a leader in making
information available through electronic media.
Globalization of markets is expanding as buyers and
sellers have nearly instant access to market information
from around the world.

The 1997 U.S. Census of Agriculture is now available.
February 1, 1999, NASS released national, state, and
county data from the 1997 Census of Agriculture. The
census of agriculture is conducted every 5 years and is
the most complete accounting of U.S. agriculture and
the only source of uniform, comprehensive data for
every county in the nation.

This information is currently available on the Internet
at www.usda.gov/nass/.  To order a printed copy or
a CD-ROM, call our subscription sales desk at 800-
999-6779. For more detail on the census of agriculture
information call 800-727-9540.

Electronic Dissemination of Data from NASS

Internet

NASS National and State reports, data, agricultural
graphics, and Agency information are available on the
Internet. From the NASS Homepage there are nine
areas that can be accessed for more information.
“Today’s Reports” is one of the areas and is updated
every day showing the reports released for that day.
Reports are generally available within 5 minutes after
release time.

The NASS Homepage address is:

http:/Aww.usda.gov/nass/
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Electronic Subscriptions

All of the NASS National reports are also available via
an automated mailing list. You may subscribe to as
many reports as you wish and they will be sent directly
to your e-mail address within 3 hours of release, all at
no charge.

For further information, send an e-mail to:
usda-reports@usda.mannlib.cornell.edu
and in the body of the message, type the word: list.

Additional information is also available by selecting
Publications from the NASS Homepage.



National Agricultural Statistics Service Headquarters

Administrator .. .......... ..o (202) 720-2707
Agricultural Statistics Board

Chairperson . ... (202) 690-8141

Secretary . ... (202) 720-5221
International Programs . . ................ (202) 720-4505
Field Operations ...................... (202) 720-3638
NASS Publications Office ............... (202) 720-4021
NASSFAX ... (202) 690-2090
AUOTAX .o (202) 720-2000
NASS Information Hotline ............. 1-800-727-9540
email ........... ... nass@nass.usda.gov
Internet ACCESS ... ... http:/Amawv.usda.gov/nass/

Census and Survey Division

Director . . ......cooviii (202) 720-4557

CensusPlanning .................. (202) 690-8747

DataCollection ................... (202) 720-6201

Survey Administration . ............. (202) 720-2248

Sampling . ............ ... (202) 720-3895
Information Technology Division

Director .. ... (202) 720-2984

Censusand Survey ................ (202) 720-7017

Estimation and Support Systems ... . ... (202) 720-4106

Technical Services ................. (202) 690-2273
Marketing and Information Services Office

Director .. ... (202) 720-7017
Research and Development Division

Director . . ......ooviii (703) 235-5211

Geospatial Information .............. (703) 235-5218

Census and Survey Research . . ........ (703) 235-5211
Statistics Division

Director .. ... (202) 720-3896

Crops ..ot (202) 720-2127

Livestock and Economics . ........... (202) 720-3570

Statistical Methods . ................ (202) 720-4008

Environmental, Economics,

and Demographics . ............... (202) 720-6146

Additional information is available in printed reports and data products from the National Agricultural Statistics Service. To order a catalog
or information materials on any of the topics in this publication, call the order desk at 1-800-999-6779 (U.S. and Canada) or 1-703-834-0125.
Or FAX your request to 1-703-834-0110. For general information queries, call the NASS Information Hotline at 1-800-727-9540. Reports

are also available on the Internet at http:/Amww.usda.gov/nass/ .

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color,
national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Notall prohibited bases apply
to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (braille, large print,
audiotape, etc.) should contact the USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence
Avenue, SW, Washington, DC, 20250-9410, or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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NASS State Statistical Offices

ALABAMA
Montgomery AL
(334) 279-3555

ALASKA
Palmer AK
(907) 745-4272

ARIZONA
Phoenix AZ
(602) 280-8850

ARKANSAS
Little Rock AR
(501) 296-9926

CALIFORNIA
Sacramento CA
(916) 498-5161

COLORADO
Lakewood CO
(303) 236-2300

DELAWARE
Dover DE
(302) 739-4811

FLORIDA
Orlando FL
(407) 648-6013

GEORGIA
Athens GA
(706) 546-2236

HAWAII
Honolulu HI
(808) 973-2907

IDAHO
Boise ID
(208) 334-1507

ILLINOIS
Springfield IL
(217) 492-4295

INDIANA
West Lafayette IN
(765) 494-8371

IOWA
Des Moines 1A
(515) 284-4340

KANSAS
Topeka KS
(785) 233-2230

KENTUCKY

Louisville KY
(502) 582-5293
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LOUISIANA
Baton Rouge LA
(504) 922-1362

MARYLAND
Annapolis MD
(410) 841-5740

MICHIGAN
Lansing Ml
(517) 324-5300

MINNESOTA
St. Paul MN
(612) 296-2230

MISSISSIPPI
Jackson MS
(601) 965-4575

MISSOURI
Columbia MO
(573) 876-0950

MONTANA
Helena MT
(406) 441-1240

NEBRASKA
Lincoln NE
(402) 437-5541

NEVADA
Reno NV
(702) 784-5584

NEW ENGLAND
Concord NH
(603) 224-9639

NEW JERSEY
Trenton NJ
(609) 292-6385

NEW MEXICO
Las Cruces NM
(505) 522-6023

NEW YORK
Albany NY
(518) 457-5570

NORTH CAROLINA
Raleigh NC
(919) 856-4394

NORTH DAKOTA
Fargo ND
(701) 239-5306

OHIO
Reynoldsburg OH
(614) 728-2100

OKLAHOMA
Oklahoma City OK
(405) 522-6190

OREGON
Portland OR
(503) 326-2131

PENNSYLVANIA
Harrisburg PA
(717) 787-3904

SOUTH CAROLINA
Columbia SC
(803) 765-5333

SOUTH DAKOTA
Sioux Falls SD
(605) 330-4235

TENNESSEE
Nashville TN
(615) 781-5300

TEXAS
Austin TX
(512) 916-5581

UTAH
Salt Lake City UT
(801) 524-5003

VIRGINIA
Richmond VA
(804) 771-2493

WASHINGTON
Olympia WA
(360) 902-1940

WEST VIRGINIA
Charleston WV
(304) 345-5958

WISCONSIN
Madison WI
(608) 224-4848

WYOMING
Cheyenne WY
(307) 432-5600
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