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I ntroduction:

Mike Shapiro, deputy assgtant adminisirator of the Office of Solid Waste and Emergency
Response (OSWER), welcomed the participants and emphasized the importance the U.S.
Environmenta Protection Agency (EPA) ataches to maximizing stakenolder involvement early
in the implementation process of the brownfiddslaw. Mr. Shepiro noted thet thisisthe third
of four ligening sessions and thet EPA has recently st up itsteams and structure to develop
the gppropriate policies, guidance, and regulaions.

EPA islooking to various stakeholder communities to identify issuesimpecting their
condlituents Mechanisms are in place through the implementation work groups and other
meens to identify key isues as quickly as possble EPA’s objective isto get input on mgor
themes and issues to consder when developing palicy and guidance. By thefdl of 2002, EPA
expects to have deve oped new funding goplication guiddines and various policy documents
related to implementation of the law.

Legislation Summary—Small Business Liability Relief and Brownfields
Revitalization Act:



Linda Garczynski, director of EPA’s Outreech and Specid Projects Saff (OSPS), presented a
number of eements of the law thet might be of particular interest to environmentd
organizations

. Nonprofit organizetions are digible for the newly cregted direct deanup grants;

. Cleanup grants can be used for green space restoration;

. Fanning isan digible activity;

. Sates are required to provide information to the public about the Sites being addressd
in their valuntary response programs (VRPS);

. A fadeard sefety net that dlows EPA to undertake actions under specified ingances; and

. Additiond types of attivities can be funded under the new grants induding inditutiond
contrals monitoring, funding insurance mechaniams, and public hedlth monitoring.

I dentification of Specific | ssues/Questions:

Ecology/Greengpace

. Interest in seaing habitats thet were originaly on brownfidlds Sites regenerated.

. Question whether ecologica enhancements may be made through the funding.

. Quegtion whether there would be environmental condderations beyond land deanup
and whether emphads would be placed on activities such as retoration of watersheds.

Smart Growth

. Importance of ensuring that the reuse of a.community’s brownfidds fitswithin the
larger devdopment plan.

. Trangportation, employment, and housing should be consdered when determining how
to reuse brownfidds

. Locd comprehensive plans should be used as guidance.

. Scaring criteriafor new grants should indude and give preference to these types of
consderations.

. Recommended using the 10 principles of smart growth thet EPA has cited in the padt.

Direct Cleanup Grants

. Quedions regarding the digibility and use of direct deanup grants
. Comment that green space benefits should be part of consideration.
. Identified digibility issues assodiated with Ste ownership.

Asessment Funding for Planning Activities

. Question about how EPA defines planning

. Quedtion whether the available funds for planning could be used to develop broader
long-term plans and Srategies for alocdity’s brownfields

. Concern that federdly funded planning can result in one-dimensond economic
devdopment planning thet ignores amart growth principles. Federd funding should not
complicate locd planning and zoning ordinences By its very nature the brownfidds
program seeks to help dities reverse the trend of inward decay and outward sorawl.



. Comment about mine-scarred lands being addressed through the new law and thiswill
have an impact on land usein many rurd settings. A mining site located south of
Fittsourgh, Pa, wasidentified as an example of successful deanup and reuse.

Adminidrative Cods

. Concearn wias expressed that the inability to cover adminigtrative costs may limit the
amount of brownfields sites reused, espedidly Snce brownfields transactions are time
consuming

. Stakeholders encouraged EPA to devdop aworkable definition for indirect and direct
cogts associated with specific brownfidds transactions and redevel opment efforts.

All Appropriate Inquiry/Site Assessment

. Quedtions about the dl gppropriate inquiry/site assessment sandard in the hill.

. Support was expressed for usng the updated 2000 ASTM Phase | dandard that is
currently available while EPA devdopsits own standard.

Respongble Parties/Definitions

. Quedtion whether the legidation presented any change for repongble parties

. A stakeholder suggested that taking title and conducting va uations of properties before
deanup may be difficult and may deter innocent purchesers from puraling sites

. Another sakeholder suggested that a profit-sharing agreement could be executed so thet
dte cogt before deanup is nat an obstacle to property transactions.





