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Foreword

The adequacy of future human resources for science
and engineering is an important issue for the United
States. This report is designed to further the
understanding of this issue by providing a reliable
data base and analyses for a region that contributes
significantly to the global stock of scientists and
engineers—the Asian region. Many international
organizations are concerned about this topic. For
example, the International Council of Scientific
Unions is studying existing and projected human
resources in science and engineering in order to be
able to advise its national members in their future
science policy. The Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development and the Commission of
the European Communities have also been active in
discussing these topics.

We hope that this publication will also be of
assistance to an Asian regional association, the Pacific
Economic Cooperation Council, which is seeking to
develop a reliable data base on science and technology
(S&T) indicators in this region, and to the emerging
S&T indicator groups in developing countries.

This report complements and supplements the National
Science Board’sScience and Engineering Indicators
volumes and several other reports prepared by the
Division of Science Resources Studies.

Kenneth M. Brown
Director, Division of Science Resources Studies
Directorate for Social, Behavioral,

and Economic Sciences

May 1993
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