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CONVERSION FACTORS, TEMPERATURE, ABBREVIATIONS, AND ACRONYMS

Temperature:  Temperature is given in degrees Fahrenheit (°F), which can be converted to degree 
Celsius (°C) as follows:

°C=5/9 (°F - 32)

Abbreviations and Acronyms:
α probability of a Type I error
col/100 mL colonies per 100 milliliters
g gram
g/kg grams per kilogram
kg/d kilograms per day
(kg/ha)/yr kilograms per hectare per year
m2 square meter
m3 cubic meter
µg/kg micrograms per kilogram
µg/g micrograms per gram
µg/L micrograms per liter

Multiply by To obtain

Length
inch (in.) 25.4 millimeter

foot (ft) 0.3048 meter
mile (mi) 1.609 kilometer

Area
acre 0.4047 hectare

square mile (mi2) 2.590 square kilometer

Mass
pound, avoirdupois (lb) 0.4536 kilogram

Volume
gallon (gal) 3.785 liter

acre-foot (acre-ft) 1,233 cubic meter

Flow
inch per year (in/yr) 25.4 millimeter per year

cubic foot per second (ft3/s) 0.02832 cubic meter per second
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Abbreviations and Acronyms (Continued):

µm micron
µS/cm microsiemens per centimeter at 25 °C as measure of specific conducance
meq/L milliequivalents per liter
mg/L milligrams per liter
mL milliliter
n sample size

ADEM Alabama Department of Environmental Management
ANOVA analysis of variance
BHA 3-tert-butyl-4-hydroxyanisole
BOD biochemical oxygen demand
BOD5 5-day biochemical oxygen demand
DC direct current 
DDD degradation product of DDT
DDE degradation product of DDT
DDT dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane
DNOC 4,6-dinitro-2-methylphenol
DO dissolved oxygen
DP degradation product
E concentration is estimated
E. coli Escherichia coli
EPT Ephemeroptera, Plecoptera, and Trichoptera
FDA Food and Drug Administration
GC/MS gas chromatography/mass spectrometry
GIS geographic information system
H herbicide
HPLC high-performance liquid chromatography
I insecticide
IDAS Invertebrate Data Analysis System
K counts greater than or less than ideal
LN natural log
LRL laboratory reporting level
LT-MDL long-term method detection limit
MCL Maximum Contaminant Level
MRL minimum reporting level
MRLC multi-resolution land characteristics
NAS/NAE National Academy of Science/National Academy of Engineering
NAWQA National Water-Quality Assessment
NPDES National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
NPEO2 diethoxynonylphenol
NTU nephelometric turbidity units
NWQL National Water Quality Laboratory
OPEO1 monoethoxyoctylphenol
OPEO2 diethoxyoctylphenol
OT other, exposed rock
PAH polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons
PCB polychlorinated biphenyl
PEL probable effect level
RW right-of-way
SC specific conductance
SW shrubs or woodland
TEPP trace-element priority pollutants
TOC total organic carbon
UI urban industrial
UR urban residential
USACE U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
USEPA U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
USGS U.S. Geological Survey
WY water year (Water year is the period October 1 through September 30 and is identified 

by the year in which it ends.)
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