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I.  SUMMARY OF CHANGES: 
Section 90.3 - Sources for Obtaining Information - Significantly reorganized the 
section and updated Web site references. 
 
NEW/REVISED MATERIAL - EFFECTIVE DATE:  January 9, 2004 
 
Disclaimer for manual changes only:  The revision date and transmittal number apply 
only to red italicized material.  Any other material was previously published and 
remains unchanged. 
 
II.  CHANGES IN MANUAL INSTRUCTIONS: 
     (R = REVISED, N = NEW, D = DELETED) 
 
R/N/D CHAPTER/SECTION/SUBSECTION/TITLE 
R Chapter 4 / Section 90.3 - Sources for Obtaining Information 
  

 
III.  ATTACHMENTS: 
 
 Business Requirements 

X Manual Instruction 
 Confidential Requirements 
 One-Time Notification 

 



---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
90.3 - Sources for Obtaining Information 
 
(Rev. 43, 01-09-04) 
 
In an effort to make the coverage process more open, understandable, and predictable, 
CMS has redesigned its Medicare coverage process.  Part of the redesign includes using 
the Internet to inform interested parties about how national coverage determinations are 
made and the progress of each issue under coverage review. 
 

• MEDICARE COVERAGE HOMEPAGE 
 

The Medicare Coverage Homepage, located at http://cms.hhs.gov/coverage/ has 
links that: 
 

o Provide a listing of all National Coverage Determinations; and 
 
o Enable you to Search the Database. 
 

Both pending and closed coverage determinations are listed. For each coverage 
topic CMS provides a staff name and e-mail link so interested parties can use the 
Internet to send questions and to provide feedback. 

 
• NCD MANUAL 
 

The Medicare National Coverage Determinations Manual, Pub. 100-3, is the 
primary record of Medicare national coverage policies, and includes a discussion 
of the circumstances under which items and services are covered.  This manual 
may be accessed at http://cms.hhs.gov/manuals/103_cov_determ/. 

 
• PROGRAM TRANSMITTALS 
 

Additional information on new coverage can be found in the Program 
Transmittals that transmit CMS' new policies and procedures.  Links to the 
Program Transmittals may be found at http://cms.hhs.gov/manuals/transmittals/. 
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