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The gap once found
between the percent
of underrepresented
minorities and
whites who chose
S&E majors at the
bachelor’s level has
disappeared.
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SRS data are available through
the World Wide Web (http:/
www.nsf.gov/sbe/srs/stats.htm)
and also through STIS, NSF's
online Science and Technology
Information System, described
in NSF flyer 95-64, “Getting NSF
Information and Publications.”
For a paper copy of the flyer,
call 703-306-1130. For an elec-
tronic copy of the STIS User's
Guide, send an e-mail with the
phrase "get NSF9410.TXT" to
stisserv@nsf.gov. For NSF's
Telephonic Device for the Deaf,
dial 703-306-0090.

More S&E Bachelor’s Degrees Are Being
Earned by Racial/Ethnic Minorities

he number of bachelor’ sdegreesin

scienceand engineering (S& E) fields
awarded to underrepresented minority
students showed robust growth intheearly
1990s, after aperiod of slow growth from
1985t0 1990. From 1990 to 1993 the
number of baccal aureate recipientswith
degreesin S& E increased 34 percent for
blacks, 32 percent for Hispanics, and 43
percent for American Indians. The percent-
ageincreasesfor underrepresented minority
groupswere higher than such increasesfor
white recipients (10 percent) and Asian
recipients (26 percent) (table 1).

Table 1. Science and engineering bachelor's
degrees, by race/ethnicity of recipients:

percentage change, 1985-90 and 1990-93

Race/ethnicity 1985-90 1990-93
White, non-Hispanic............... -4 10
Asian or Pacific Islander......... 46 26
Underrepresented minorities,

[10] £ 1 R 10 34
Black, non-Hispanic.............. 7 34
Hispanic........ccccooeiiiiininnns 16 32
American Indian or

Alaskan Native................... 8 43

SOURCE: NSF/SRS tabulations of National Center for
Education Statistics Completions Survey data

In 1993 there were similar numbers of black
bachelor’ sdegreerecipientsin S& E (24,421)
and Asian recipients (24,504). Thenumber
of Hispanicsearning bachelor’ sdegreesin
S& E fieldshit an all-timehigh of 18,442, as
did American Indians, at 1,819.

Even with thisgrowth, minority studentsare
till underrepresented. Underrepresented
minoritiescomprised 28 percent of the
“college-age” population (18-24 yearsold)
in 1993, whereas baccal aureates earned by

underrepresented minority students accounted
for only 12 percent of thetotal S& E degreesin
1993.

Among underrepresented minority groups, the
increasesin baccalaureate degreesvary by
field of science or engineering. From 1990to
1993 the percentage changesin baccal aureates
awarded to underrepresented groupsranged
from a1-percent decreasein computer science
degreesto anincrease of 48 percent in psy-
chology degrees (chart 1, next page).

Degree awards haveincreased morein the so-
cial sciences, fieldsinwhich thereisaslightly
higher concentration of S& E bachelor’ sdegree
recipientsamong underrepresented minorities
(59 percent) than among whites (56 percent).
Among S& E baccalaureate recipientsin 1993,
adlightly lower percent of underrepresented
minoritiesmajored in engineering (13 percent)
than did whites (15 percent), and the percents
of these groups choosing natural scienceswere
evenmoresimilar (table 2).

Table 2. S&E bachelor’s degree recipients, by

broad field: percentage distribution, 1993

Race/ Engi- Natural Social
ethnicity neering Sciences | Sciences
Underrepresented
MINONtieS. .......vvvven. 13 28 59
WHhites.......oconerren. 15 29 56
ASIANS......cvoeerriene 26 39 35

SOURCE: NSF/SRS tabulations of National Center for
Education Statistics Completions Survey data

Although these slight differencesexist, the
gapsonce found between the field choices of
underrepresented minoritiesand whiteshave



virtually disappeared. One-third of all
bachel or’ sdegreerecipients of al
racial/ethnic groups (except Asians, at
49 percent) chose S& E fieldsin 1993.

Thedatapresented here aretaken from
theforthcoming NSF report Science
and Engineering Degrees, by Race/
Ethnicity of Recipients: 1985-93,
Detailed Statistical Tables. Thereport
will include additional dataon numer-
ous S& E fields by bachelor’s,
master’s, and doctoral levels. The
datainthereport are derived from two
Federal agencies. Thebachelor’sand
master’ sdegree dataarefrom the
Department of Education’sComple-
tions Survey of al universitiesand
colleges. Thedoctorate dataarefrom
the Survey of Earned Doctorates,
which isconducted among all individu-
alsearning aresearch doctorate. Both
thereport and the Data Brief were
prepared by Susan T. Hill, Division of
Science Resources Studies, Nationd
Science Foundation, 4201 Wilson
Boulevard, Suite 965, Arlington VA
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Chart 1. Science and engineering degrees awarded to underrepresented

minorities, by field: percentage change, 1990-93
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