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INTRODUCTION

This report provides information about all SSI discouraged from doing so by the fear of

disabled and blind® recipients who work and losing their benefits before they had

receive wages. The report has been divided established for themselves the capability for

into three sections—all SSI disabled workers, continued self-support.

section 1619 participants, and disabled

workers who benefit from other work Section 1619(a) provides special SSI cash

incentive provisions. benefits to disabled individuals who lose
eligibility for SSI payments because they have

Since the beginning of the SSI program, a  earnings at the level that is ordinarily

number of SSI disabled recipients have considered to represent substantial gainful

worked and received SSI payments. Initially, activity (SGA). Section 1619(b) provides

the program contained a basic earned incomespecial SSI recipient status for Medicaid

exclusion that recognized the additional costs purposes to working disabled or blind

associated with employment. In addition, the individuals when their earnings make them

law contained a number of special income ineligible for cash payments.

exclusions that were intended as work

incentives. Among these provisions were Under P.L. 99-643, which made section 1619

income exclusions for blind work expenses  permanent, disabled individuals on the SSI

(BWE), plans for achieving self-support rolls retain disability status until they

(PASS), and student earned income (SEI).  medically improve. The distinction between a
disabled person eligible for regular SSI

The 1980 amendments to the Social Security benefits and a disabled person eligible for

Act established section 1619, and provided 1619(a) benefits is that the latter has several

additional work incentive provisions to assist months with gross earnings above the SGA

SSI recipients in entering the workforce. level ($500).

These included income exclusions for

impairment-related work expenses (IRWE), a Under previous law, 1619(a) status did not

change in the treatment of sheltered workshogbegin until after the completion of a trial work

earnings, and the continuation of SSI period and a determination was made that

payments for some individuals whose subsequent work was SGA. A number of the

disability ceased due to medical recovery. cases were defined as 1619(a) cases after June

This provision was extended to SSI blind 1987 as a result of this change in the definition

recipients in the 1988 amendmefits. rather than from any change in their work
activity.

Congress enacted these provisions because it

concluded that additional incentives were Beginning January 1990, a number of
required to help SSI disabled recipients to recipients went from 1619(a) status to regular
become self-supporting. They believed that eligibility status as a result of the increase in
individuals who could work outside of the SGA level from $300 to $500. This also
sheltered workshops, might have been

1 Unless specifically excluded and/or listed separately, all referencesto SSI disabled recipients and
workersin this report include persons whose eligihility is based on blindness.

2 For afull descri ption of these provisions, see the Appendix.
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occurred effective July 1999, when the SGA
level was further increased to $700.

Under section 1619(b), cash payments are not
made. However, recipient status for Medicaid
purposes continues until earnings reach a
plateau that takes into account the person’s
ability to afford medical care as well as his or
her normal living expenses.

The data in this report are based on the SSI
caseload at the end of September 1999.



SUMMARY

SSI DISABLED WORKERS

SEPTEMBER 1999

In September 1999, there were 342,680 SS
disabled beneficiaries who were working

(6.4 percent of the total SSI disabled
caseload). Included in this count were 70,580
section 1619(b) participants who do not
receive an SSI payment, but who have special
SSI recipient status for Medicaid purposes.
Almost three-fourths (69.9 percent) of the
workers had amounts of earned income below
the substantial gainful activity (SGA) level of
$700 per month; 27.7 percent earned $65 or
less.

Among the States, the percentage of disabled
workers varied from alow of 2.9 percent in
Mississippi to a high of 19.6 percent in lowa.
In general, the percentage of disabled workers
was higher in the Northern States than in the
Southern States.

The mgjority of these disabled workerswere
male (53.6 percent). Almost half

(46.4 percent) had unearned income;

39.6 percent were receiving socia security
benefits. Comparable figuresfor all disabled
recipientsin September 1999 were:

44.6 percent male, 37.8 percent with unearned
income, and 30.6 percent receiving social
security benefits.

Disabled workers are more likely to have
certain impairments than other disabled
recipients. Almost three-fourths(74.2 percent)
of the workers had a mental disorder,
including 49.1 percent who were diagnosed
with mental retardation. This comparesto
57.9 percent of all disabled recipients with a

mental disorder, including 24.4 percent with
mental retardation.

The greatest use of work incentive provisions
was by participants under section 1619—
27.6 percent of disabled workers. This
included 7.0 percent under section 1619(a),
and 20.6 percent under section 1619(b).

Use of other work incentive provisions
continued to have a smaller, but measurable,
impact. In September 1999, 4.5 percent of the
SSl disabled workers had some of theirincome
excluded under one of these provisions—plan
for achieving self support (PASS),

(0.3 percent); impairment related work
expenses (IRWE), (2.9 percent), or blind work
expenses (BWE), (1.2 percent).

A PASS permits an SSI recipient to set aside
income and resources to help obtain the
training or education necessary for certain
specified occupational goals. In

September 1999, 351 PASS participants had
earnings, which averaged $577 per month.
However, exclusions under a PASS are not
limited to earnings. Of the 1,069 disabled
recipients with a PASS, almost two-thirds
(66.4 percent) did not have any earnings
reported for September 1999. For this group,
the PASS excluded unearned income such as
social security benefits. Out of all PASS
participants, 70 had a PASS that excluded only
resources.
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CHART A

DISABLED WORKERS AS A PERCENT OF ALL DISABLED RECIPIENTS
SEPTEMBER 1999
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CHART B

SSI DISABLED WORKERS, DECEMBER 1987 - 1998
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CHART C

AGE OF SSI DISABLED WORKERS
SEPTEMBER 1999
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CHART D

MONTHLY EARNINGS OF SSI DISABLED WORKERS
SEPTEMBER 1999
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CHART E

DIAGNOSIS OF SSI DISABLED WORKERS
SEPTEMBER 1999

Retardation
49%

Other Physical
10%

Endocrine
2%
Musculoskeletal
3%
Nervous System
Psychiatric 10%
25%

SSI DISABLED WORKERS

Data includes section 1619(b) participants.



0T

CHART F

AGE OF SECTION 1619 PARTICIPANTS
SEPTEMBER 1999
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CHART G

SECTION 1619 PARTICIPANTS AS A PERCENT OF ALL DISABLED RECIPIENTS
SEPTEMBER 1999
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CHART H

DIAGNOSIS OF SECTION 1619 PARTICIPANTS
SEPTEMBER 1999
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CHART |

AGE OF SSI WORK INCENTIVE RECIPIENTS
SEPTEMBER 1999
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CHART J

DIAGNOSIS OF SSI WORK INCENTIVE RECIPIENTS
SEPTEMBER 1999
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ALL DISABLED WORKERS

16




Table 1.—Number of SSI disabled recipients and working recipients, for selected months, 1976-1999

SSI disabled recipients who work 1

Percent of
All disabled Receiving 1619(b) disabled
At end of selected month SSI recipients 1 Ss|? earners recipients

December: 3
2,088,242 70,719 — 3.4
2,186,771 83,697 — 3.8
2,249,025 87,697 — 3.9
2,277,859 92,270 — 4.1
2,334,241 99,276 — 4.3
2,340,785 102,632 — 4.4
2,314,364 102,288 5,515 4.7
2,391,262 108,734 5,165 4.8
2,945,244 157,223 15,632 59
3,046,074 173,519 15,625 6.2
3,172,270 187,583 18,254 6.5
3,386,603 196,415 23,517 6.5
3,681,050 202,355 27,264 6.2
L9092 o 4,126,816 217,268 31,649 6.0
1003 e 4,544,777 230,350 35,299 5.8
TO94 . 4,870,564 241,793 40,683 5.8
5,115,014 251,633 47,002 58
5,252,991 256,395 51,905 5.9
5,189,724 262,766 57,089 6.2
5,293,829 266,933 59,542 6.2

1997
MAICH . 5,223,023 261,551 48,194 5.9
JUNB. et 5,249,201 263,528 52,646 6.0
SEPIEMDET ...t 5,234,877 261,856 56,872 6.1
DECEMDET ...t 5,189,724 262,766 57,089 6.2
1998

MAICH . 5,235,042 264,830 54,639 6.1
JUNB. e 5,285,950 268,628 55,761 6.1
September.... 5,312,870 272,079 58,183 6.2
DECEMDET ... 5,293,829 266,933 59,542 6.2
5,350,722 268,866 63,431 6.2
5,354,409 270,989 66,939 6.3
5,357,789 272,100 70,580 6.4

1
2
3

Includes both SSI blind recipients and all section 1619(b) participants.

Includes 1619(a) participants and SSI recipients earning less than the SGA level, ($700 effective July 1999).

Data not available for December 1984, 1985, 1986.
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Table 2.—Number of SSI disabled recipients, and number and percentage of SSI disabled working recipients,
by state, September 1999

SSI disabled working recipients 1
Total
State SSl disabled 1 Number Percent

TOtALL e e e 5,357,789 342,680 6.4
AlADAMA ... e 133,258 4,047 3.0
AlBSKA. ...ttt 6,957 530 7.6
ATIZONA ..ottt et ettt et et e e enae et 67,070 3,523 5.3
ATKANSAS ...vveiieiei et e e e e e bea e e e e et aaeaeaaanan 73,814 3,439 4.7
California... 741,254 41,864 5.6
(0701 o] = o [o TR SRR USSRt 47,513 4,826 10.2
CONNECHCUL ...ttt eee et e e e e 41,683 3,911 9.4
DEIAWATE ...ttt ie ettt et e et e e e e e e aaeaa s 10,771 850 7.9
District of CoOlUMDIA .......coevieiiiiiie e 17,661 726 4.1
[ o o F= USRI 275,463 11,204 4.1
(1Yo T o |- TSRS 163,515 8,413 5.1
Hawaii. 13,148 660 5.0
[0 F= o 1o TR 16,425 1,693 10.3
HHNOIS ©vvieeeie ettt te e e eaabe e 223,667 14,154 6.3
INGIANGAL ...t ettt ae e ae e e 83,659 6,536 7.8
[0 PR 37,795 7,389 19.6
1= 1 7= 1 RSP 33,819 4,284 12.7
KENEUCKY ...t 154,190 5,151 3.3
LOUISIANA ... vt ee et e s e ee s 145,092 5,245 3.6
L= 1 LTSS 26,344 2,129 8.1
MANYIANG. ..o 72,480 5,376 7.4
MaASSACNUSELES ...t 124,437 11,045 8.9
MICRIGAN ... 195,795 16,674 8.5
Minnesota.. 56,438 9,119 16.2
MISSISSIPPI ettt ettt ettt ettt e ne 108,709 3,195 2.9
L LT 1N PSP 99,947 7,550 7.6
[ 10T €= Uy - NP 12,747 1,680 13.2
NEDBIASKA ......uuiiiieiii i 19,443 3,132 16.1
NEVAUA ......eeii ittt ere e 17,629 1,157 6.6
NeW HamPShIre ........ooiiiiiiiiii e 10,744 1,323 12.3
New Jersey...... 113,920 7,696 6.8
New Mexico 37,422 1,909 5.1
NEW YOTK ...veeiiiiie ettt et ae e 476,633 29,602 6.2
NOMh CarOliNA .. .cceeii e 158,417 8,441 5.3
NOMH DAKOTA ....veeeeeiciiiie e 7,315 1,405 19.2
(0] 31]o TP 231,466 18,097 7.8
[©74E: 1 o] 14 F- RS UPSPRt 61,975 3,585 5.8
[©7=T o [0 o I PRSP PRPTIN 44,206 4,270 9.7
PeNNSYIVANIA ..ot 244,625 15,223 6.2
RhOde ISIaNd ... 22,508 1,754 7.8
SOUth CaroliNa.......cceeeiiiiiiiiiiee e 91,294 5,317 5.8
SOULth DAKOLA. ... .cuveeieiiiiiiiiieie et 11,340 2,192 19.3
Tennessee.... 144,587 6,635 4.6
TEXAS .t eveiee ettt e ettt ee et e e et e e e eteeeeeaeteeabae e e abeaeeeraeeeanreaenanaeeannes 296,293 14,767 5.0
[0 = o PSR 18,599 2,299 12.4
VEBIMONT ...ttt ettt ettt e et ae e et te e e etae e e e eaeaeeeanes 11,337 1,132 10.0
VIFGINMIA 1.ttt e b et e e e e e s 109,125 6,400 5.9
WASHINGLON ...t 86,789 6,656 7.7
WESE VIFGINIA «.eeeeieeeecieies ettt ee s seee e ee e e enees 65,613 1,980 3.0
WISCONSIN ...ttt e e aee e 80,750 11,682 14.5
WVYOMING ©eeiiiie ettt et e e s bt e s nan e e annee 5,424 798 14.7
Northern Mariana ISIands.............cccceviiiieiieieieiiiie e 476 15 3.2
UNKNOWN ..ottt e eaa e e e e bee e s 6,208 — —

1 Includes 1619(b) participants.
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Table 3.—Number of SSI disabled working recipients by section 1619 status, by state, September 1999

SSI disabled working recipients

Section Section All other
State Total 1619(a) 1619(b) workers

TOtAl e 342,680 23,914 70,580 248,186
AlaDAMA ... 4,047 331 907 2,809
AlASKA.......ccviiieeiee e 530 40 134 356
ATIZONA ...ttt 3,523 267 883 2,373
ATKANSAS ...evvieieiei e e e 3,439 210 701 2,528
California... 41,864 3,801 5,835 32,228
(0701 o] = 1o [o TSRS PUPPRRRRNY 4,826 305 1,063 3,458
CONNECHCUL ...t 3,911 214 947 2,750
DEIAWAIE ...t 850 56 266 528
District of Columbia ..........ccoeeviiiiiieeeeeiniiiieee e, 726 63 185 478
[ o o F= SRR 11,204 948 2,809 7,447
(1T o] o |- TR 8,413 548 1,573 6,292
Hawaii. 660 39 92 529
IdANO ..o 1,693 108 391 1,194
HHNOIS ©vveeeeee ettt 14,154 1,043 2,880 10,231
INGIANGAL ....eeee e 6,536 458 1,704 4,374
[0 PSR 7,389 326 1,648 5,415
= L ST 1 4,284 266 1,009 3,009
KENTUCKY ....ovviiiiie et 5,151 386 1,166 3,599
LOUISIANA .. .eii it ciiee sttt stee e 5,245 533 1,280 3,432
[V = 1 LT PR 2,129 119 514 1,496
Maryland.........ooveeiiie e 5,376 352 1,059 3,965
MaSSAChUSELLS ......occveviiieieiec e 11,045 886 3,046 7,113
MICHIGAN ... 16,674 1,124 3,625 11,925
Minnesota.. 9,119 417 2,146 6,556
MISSISSIPPI e eveeee ittt ettt 3,195 294 791 2,110
MISSOUI 1ttt 7,550 374 1,477 5,699
MONEANA ...eveie e 1,680 69 335 1,276
NEDBraska........o.eeeeiiiiiiiiieee e 3,132 163 622 2,347
NEVAUA......ceii it et 1,157 83 244 830
New Hampshire .........occveiiiiieine e 1,323 74 370 879
New Jersey...... 7,696 432 1,490 5,774
New Mexico 1,909 139 398 1,372
NEW YOIK ...veeeiiiiicciie ettt 29,602 1,935 5,053 22,614
NOrth Carolina .......ccceevciiee e 8,441 450 1,734 6,257
NOMh DaKOta ....veeeeecciiiieeeeee e 1,405 44 277 1,084
(O] o ST SUP TP PPPRNY 18,097 1,308 3,532 13,257
OKIANOMA ... eiiicciie e 3,585 168 555 2,862
(O] 7= [ ISP UP T TPPPRR 4,270 183 975 3,112
Pennsylvania.........ccocooieiiiiienieie e 15,223 1,079 3,012 11,132
Rhode ISIand ............ccooiiieiiiicice e 1,754 105 345 1,304
South Carolina.........cceeviiiiieiee e 5,317 301 932 4,084
SoUth DaKOta.......eceeeeiiiiiiiiiieie e 2,192 86 472 1,634
Tennessee.... 6,635 488 1,489 4,658
TEXAS e eveeeeeuieeeeee e e ete e e e eee e ete e e eaeeesaaeaeeenbeaeaaneaee e 14,767 1,086 3,392 10,289
L] = o PSP 2,299 151 428 1,720
VEIMONT ...ttt e 1,132 114 293 725
VIFGINIA . 6,400 450 1,334 4,616
WaShinGLON .......oovueiiiiiiieiiie et 6,656 626 1,826 4,204
WESE VIFGINIA ..veeeeeeeeieieeeiiie e 1,980 145 390 1,445
WISCONSIN ...ttt 11,682 674 2,754 8,254
WWYOMING ceiiiiieieie et 798 52 190 556
Northern Mariana Islands............cccccooiviiiiieeeieiciinenn. 15 1 7 7
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Table 4.—Number of SSI disabled working recipients, percentage and average earnings, by selected
characteristics, September 1999

SSiI disabled working recipients 1

Persons with more than one type are shown under each type.

Number of working recipients with a PASS. Data on all recipients with a PASS are in Tables 14-17.

20

Average
Selected characteristics Number Percent earnings
B[] - | PRSI 342,680 100.0 $418
Age:
3,996 1.2 $450
26,728 7.8 443
82,930 24.2 501
97,508 28.5 429
69,027 20.1 394
38,329 11.2 340
11,839 35 285
12,323 3.6 207
Sex:
MAUE .ot 183,723 53.6 $433
FEMAIE .. 158,957 46.4 400
Earned Income: 2
WBGES ...t 325,522 95.0 $430
Self-empIoyMENt ......ccooiiiii 18,420 5.4 213
Earning Levels:
P65 OF IESS. vttt et 95,089 27.7 $54
BO6—F99 ...t 17,460 51 82
$100-$199 43,722 12.8 139
$200-$299 32,494 9.5 235
$300-$399 26,175 7.6 335
$400-$499 24,622 7.2 435
$500-$599 19,789 5.8 526
$600-$699 14,602 4.3 631
$700-$799 10,293 3.0 734
$800-$899 9,845 2.9 831
$900-$999 7,550 2.2 934
$1,000 OF MOT ...ueeiieiiieeeiiee e et e et re e s raee e eraeeeeaes 41,039 12.0 1,487
Unearned Income: 2
[N\ o] 3T TR 183,680 53.6 $480
Social security ... 135,743 39.6 321
Other PENSIONS ...ccoveiiieiieeee ittt 3,237 0.9 250
Assistance based 0N NEed .........cccceeveeeeiiiiiiiiiee e 86 0.0 758
Interest, dividends, €1C ......cccvveeiiiiiiiiieiee e 25,481 7.4 380
(01 =T USRS RRRN 11,773 3.4 513
Work Incentives: 2
SECHON LBL(A) -eeeunveeeeeieeeiieeee et 23,914 7.0 $918
SECION L6L9(D) .eeeerieieiiiieiie ettt 70,580 20.6 1,002
PASS 3 oo 351 0.1 577
TRWE .. s 9,601 2.8 432
BWE ... e 4,036 1.2 875
1 Includes section 1619(b) participants.
2



Table 5.—Percent of SSI disabled recipients and workers age 18—64, by diagnosis, September 1999 1

All disabled

SSl disabled

Diagnosis recipients working recipients
Total NUMDET ... 3,645,995 326,361
TOUAI PEICENE 2 ... oot 100.0 1000
Infectious and Parasitic ISEASES ........ccueiiiiieieiiiiie i 2.9 3.0
Neoplasms 1.3 0.8
Endocrine, nutritional, and metaboliC............cccocciiiiiiiiiii e, 55 21
Mental Disorders:
SChIZOPAIENIA ... 10.9 9.9
Other PSYCIIALIIC .....eiiiiiie ettt e 22.6 15.2
Mental retardation . 24.4 49.1
Diseases of the:
Nervous system and sense organs S TN 8.2 10.2
CIrCUIALOTY SYSEEM ....oiiiiiii ettt ettt 5.8 15
RESPIFALONY SYSIEM ...ttt 2.6 0.8
DiIgESHIVE SYSIEM ..t 0.9 0.3
Genito-urinary system 1.2 0.8
Musculoskeletal system and connective tiSSUES ...........ccccvvvrieeenieeiniiieeenine 9.4 3.1
Congenital anomalies... 0.4 0.9
INJUIY @Nd POISONING ....eeeiiiie ettt ettt ettt e e st ee s saeee s saneeeeas 2.9 1.7
O . 0.9 0.7
1

participants is available from SSI source files.

Includes only recipients whose diagnosis information is specifically identified on the source files.
Most of the disabled workers who are classified as blind individuals are included in this category. A few blind recipients have a primary impairment

Information on diagnosis of all SSI disabled recipients is based on universe counts for December 1998. Information on diagnosis for section 1619

other than diseases of the eye and are coded in other categories in this table. Also, there are a few recipients classified as having diseases of the eye

who are not blind, whose impairment does not meet the definition of blindness.
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Table 6.—Number of SSI disabled recipients age 18—64, percent with earnings, and percent in 1619(b) status,

by age, September 1999

Total
SSI disabled
(18-64) 1 With earnings In 1619(b) status
Age Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
TOtAl e 3,781,871 100.0 326,361 8.6 68,358 1.8
235,932 6.2 26,728 11.3 3,515 15
492,260 13.0 82,930 16.8 18,625 3.8
789,308 20.9 97,508 12.4 22,813 2.9
920,761 24.3 69,027 7.5 14,751 1.6
899,320 23.8 38,329 4.3 6,618 0.7
444,290 1.7 11,839 2.7 2,036 0.5

1 Includes section 1619(b) participants.
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Table 7.—Number of SSI disabled recipients age 18—64, and number and percentage of section 1619 participants,
by state, September 1999

Total Section 1619 participants
State SSl disabled
ranking State (18-64) 1 Number Percent

TOtAl e 23,781,871 91,893 2.43
1 South Dakota .......ccceveeiiiieieciee e 7,927 548 6.91
2 [Tz USSR 28,833 1,930 6.69
3 MINNESOLA.......coiiviriiieiee et 42,353 2,519 5.95
4 WISCONSIN.....coiiiiieiee et ae e 57,443 3,360 5.85
5 NOrth Dakota........ccceeeeiiiieeciie e e 5,389 315 5.85
6 WYOMING .t e 4,126 237 5.74
7 NEDIASKA.......vvvieiee ettt 14,224 761 5.35
8 New Hampshire.... 8,249 430 5.21
9 KANSAS ...ttt 24,593 1,239 5.04
10 /=T .41 ] | SN 8,692 401 4.61
11 DEeIAWAIE .....coeeuiiiiieieeee ettt 7,121 307 4.31
12 L] 7] P TP 13,681 566 4.14
13 Y 10731 £= Ty - USRI 9,730 400 4.11
14 [0 E= U a0 TR 12,162 485 3.99
15 Colorado .............. 35,095 1,327 3.78
16 MasSSaChUSES .......ccoivviieiee e 105,231 3,859 3.67
17 (0] o] o= Tod 1o U | P 31,378 1,140 3.63
18 WaShington ......c..oovviiie i 66,424 2,394 3.60
19 INAIANA oo 60,247 2,111 3.50
20 33,679 1,129 3.35
21 142,315 4,629 3.25
22 5,417 170 3.14
23 20,637 611 2.96
24 285 8 2.81
25 168,347 4,712 2.80
26 Maryland ......ccoovieie e 50,335 1,371 2.72
27 Rhode Island 16,562 442 2.67
28 MISSOUI1uveveeiieiieiiieiee e e et e e ee e e e e earae e e e 72,917 1,796 2.46
29 NEW JEISEY ...ttt 78,166 1,883 2.41
30 HHNOIS .t 159,070 3,815 2.40
31 PN 0] o T- USRSt 46,610 1,112 2.39
32 A1 141 USRS 74,371 1,741 2.34
33 NEVAAA........eeiiiiiiiceeeece e 13,631 311 2.28
34 176,788 3,968 2.24
35 201,858 4,325 2.14
36 [ (o110 £- ST 176,689 3,639 2.06
37 NEW YOIK....oveiciiiiicieiee et 331,550 6,818 2.06
38 NoOrth Carolina.........cooccvvviieeein e 104,210 2,117 2.03
39 New Mexico ...... 25,813 524 2.03
40 District of Columbia .........cccoooiiiiiiieeeeiiiiieiee e 12,057 238 1.97
41 South Carolina .......ccceeeviviiiiieie e 60,674 1,197 1.97
42 TENNESSEE....cciiiiiiiiieeiie ittt 103,439 1,927 1.86
43 (1o ] (o - USSR 111,482 2,054 1.84
44 LOUISIANA.......viiiiee et 96,626 1,766 1.83
45 ATKANSAS ... 48,167 867 1.80
46 California..... 524,711 9,271 1.77
47 Oklahoma 42,960 713 1.66
48 MISSISSIPPI et euveee et et ettt e 72,117 1,050 1.46
49 KENEUCKY ..o 113,274 1,507 1.33
50 AlabDama ... 89,987 1,194 1.33
51 HAWAT ..o 10,203 130 1.27
52 WeSt VIFGINIa......ooeieeeieiiieieiiie et 50,483 529 1.05

1
2

Includes both SSI blind recipients and section1619(b) participants.
Includes 3,543 recipients whose state is not identified.
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Table 8. —Number of SSI disabled recipients in June 1999, by program status and earnings in September 1999 1

Program status in September 1999
Receiving payments Not receiving payments
Ineligible because of earned income
Total igi
Section Have No No longer eligible Other Other
. . ) excess
1619(a) earnings earnings Section . non-pay
1619(b) Does not |Can pay for Both Income
Program status need/use | equivalent | reasons
in June 1999 Medicaid | coverage
Total......cooeeveriins 5,186,560 23,210 241,280 4,670,580 68,760 1,080 120 520 53,220 127,790
Receiving payments:
Section 1619(a)......... 23,870 13,810 2,680 3,140 2,730 80 0 20 240 1,170
Have earnings............ 245,940 3,170 215,710 15,770 4,590 70 10 20 2,110 4,490
No earnings............... 4,850,720 4,470 20,320 4,646,200 11,430 350 0 40 49,240 118,670
Not receiving payments:
Section 1619(b)......... 66,030 1,760 2,570 5,470 50,010 580 110 440 1,630 3,460

1 Basedon 10-percent sample files.
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SECTION B:
SECTION 1619 PARTICIPANTS
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Table 9.—Number of section 1619(a) and 1619(b) participants for selected months, 1982—-1999

1619(a) participants

1619(b) participants 1

Percentage
change over

Percentage
change over

At end of selected month Number prior period Number prior period
December: 2
287 — 5,515 —
392 — 5,165 —
14,559 — 15,632 —
19,920 36.8 15,625 0.0
25,655 28.8 18,254 16.8
13,994 -45.5 23,517 28.8
15,531 11.0 27,264 15.9
17,603 13.3 31,649 16.1
20,028 13.8 35,299 11.5
24,315 21.4 40,683 15.3
28,060 15.4 47,002 155
31,085 10.8 51,905 10.4
34,673 11.5 57,089 10.0
37,271 7.5 59,542 4.3
31,146 0.2 48,194 -7.1
JUNB. e e 32,954 5.8 52,646 9.2
ST=] o1 (=100 o= PSRRI 33,496 1.6 56,872 8.0
DECEMDET ... e e 34,673 35 57,089 0.4
1998
MAICH L.t 34,637 -0.1 54,639 -4.3
June........... 35,528 2.6 55,761 2.1
SePLEMDET ... ..ot 37,216 4.8 58,183 4.3
DECEMDET ... e 37,271 0.1 59,542 2.3
1999
MATCH © .ot 39,457 5.9 63,431 6.5
JUNE. .. e 23,304 -40.9 66,939 5.5
SEPIEMDET ...t 23,914 2.6 70,580 54
1

2 pata not available for December 1984, 1985, 1986.

Includes blind participants. For September 1999, of the 70,580 participants, 1,289 were blind.

NOTE: In January 1990, the SGA level was raised from $300 to $500 and section 1619(a) participants with earnings below $500 became eligible for
regular SSI benefits rather than the special cash payments under section 1619(a). This is reflected in the decrease shown for 1990. In July 1999,
the SGA level was further increased to $700, resulting in the decrease shown for June 1999.
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Table 10.—Number of section 1619(a) participants and average earnings, by state, for selected months,

1998-1999
September 1998 June 1999 September 1999
Average Average Average
State Number earnings Number earnings Number earnings

Total.eeooiee e 37,216 $772 23,304 $916 23,914 $918
Alabama .......cccoeiiiienii e 500 $775 330 $893 331 $895
AlaSKa........oeiiiieiiiiie e 63 768 36 890 40 926
ANZONA ..o 429 748 270 901 267 887
ATKaNSAS ...oocevieeeeie e 332 782 213 874 210 878
California........cocceeeeeceiee e 5,242 828 3,587 1,003 3,801 1,003
Colorado.......coevvveeeiiiie e 437 759 278 887 305 897
CONNECHICUL ..vvveeeiie e 369 712 205 870 214 872
Delaware .........ccccooiviiiiiiiieieiiicee 94 751 68 894 56 904
District of Columbia. ... 77 725 49 860 63 877
Florida .....ccvveeiiei 1,543 751 993 880 948 889
[CT=To] (o[- TSRO PPOPRVRRPROPI 918 757 577 889 548 885
HAWa# .. 68 744 33 914 39 919
1daN0 .o 189 762 107 893 108 889
MINOIS . 1,757 764 1,021 892 1,043 889
Indiana 779 760 463 903 458 904
lowa..... 590 745 321 888 326 886
Kansas 424 770 277 895 266 900
Kentucky........coovvniiniiieciieice 603 778 347 915 386 913
Louisiana........cueeevveeiiiinee e 667 770 487 882 533 888
MaINE....cooiiiiiiie e 192 767 106 904 119 908
Maryland. 540 739 330 873 352 880
MassachuSetts ..........ccccveeeiieeiiiieenn 1,389 782 854 935 886 934
Michigan ... 1,766 771 1,108 899 1,124 907
MINNESOtA.......ccovveeeiiiiiciieieeeeeeen 680 760 402 887 417 884
MISSISSIPPI .. vvevveenieieiiee e 443 795 287 905 294 894
MISSOUN ..t 668 756 369 894 374 899
Montana .........ceeveeeeiniiiii 112 746 61 893 69 905
Nebraska... 279 742 140 901 163 890
NEVAdA .....coeeiieie e 116 778 80 898 83 885
New Hampshire.........cocooevviiieiinen 130 776 85 895 74 900
NEW JerISeY.....cooveeiiiiiririieieee e 640 757 436 913 432 918
NEW MEXICO....cuvvereveieeiiieaaieeaiieaannd 236 750 131 899 139 879
NEW YOrK ....ccoiiuiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 3,067 768 1,903 936 1,935 929
North Carolina.........cccoeverviiieiiineen 784 757 455 890 450 881
North Dakota .........ccccovvveiiiiiiiiiieeen 80 728 44 877 44 851
(@] o PSSR 2,011 757 1,222 888 1,308 892
OKIahoma .......coevieiiiiee s 342 736 173 885 168 890
OrEQgON ...vvieeieiieiieiee e 379 770 188 895 183 888
Pennsylvania...........cccoccveeiiicinnnnnn 1,648 770 1,057 912 1,079 911
Rhode Island ... 140 804 102 934 105 937
South Carolina.........cccceeveeeeriiieiiinenns 457 756 293 887 301 889
South Dakota...........ccovvevveeeiiiieniinenns 144 746 99 881 86 895
TENNESSEE ....ivveeeieiiieiee et 764 772 482 889 488 896
TEOXAS ..t 1,655 763 1,089 894 1,086 893
Utah . 233 721 144 890 151 886
VErmoONt ... 153 792 99 949 114 962
Virginia ............ 721 746 418 892 450 900
Washington .........ccccovevieeiiieiiiieiiecns 1,032 790 615 909 626 917
West Virginia ........cccoevveeniiee e, 217 787 149 915 145 910
WISCONSIN ....uviviieeieieciiiee e 1,048 763 660 902 674 908
WYOMING ©eeiiiiieiee e 66 742 58 916 52 884
Northern Mariana Islands... 3 960 3 755 1 1,029
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Table 11.—Number of section 1619(b) participants and average earnings, by state, for selected months,

1998-1999
September 1998 June 1999 September 1999
Average Average Average
State Number earnings Number earnings Number earnings

L] = | PSRRI 58,183 $957 66,939 $997 70,580 $1,002
Alabama ........ccccceevveiiiiiiieeee 724 $1,117 871 1,098 907 1,109
AlaSKA Lo 109 1,047 139 962 134 1,001
AliZONA .......ccoviiiiiiiieeeieee e 720 948 856 1,019 883 1,036
ATKANSAS ...evvvvieieecciiiiiiee e 624 941 678 905 701 938
California......ccccoeeeeeeeieeie 5,144 1,134 5,431 1,215 5,835 1,249
Colorado.....c.cooeevveeeeeeiieiieeee 935 941 962 997 1,063 994
Connecticut L.......ocoooverieeeeee e 762 864 899 878 947 908
Delaware ........ccceeeeeeeiciiiieeee e 187 1,015 233 1,044 266 1,051
District of Columbia.... 131 1,057 141 1,204 185 1,143
Florida .......vvvveviiiiiiiieiir e 2,130 999 2,644 1,100 2,809 1,054
[C1=To] (o |- TSR 1,237 953 1,647 1,041 1,573 992
Hawaii L....ooooveeceeeeee ) 74 817 90 882 92 857
1dAN0 Lo 346 914 372 820 391 844
HHNOIS Lo 2,308 1,003 2,623 1,006 2,880 1,024
INdiana ..o 1,341 881 1,617 909 1,704 918
lowa..... 1,457 752 1,536 778 1,648 787
Kansas 862 859 949 888 1,009 893
KentuCKY........ccuveiiiieiiiee e 980 1,035 1,039 1,074 1,166 1,102
LOUISIANA ......cvvvvviiierierieieriiiierieennanans 969 929 1,225 991 1,280 950
MaAINE.....uvieeiieiiiiiriereierr e e anennes 445 818 472 833 514 868
Maryland. 750 980 962 1,015 1,059 1,039
MasSaChUSELES .........cvvvvvvevereiiiiennns 2,499 1,056 2,956 1,080 3,046 1,076
Michigan ... 2,919 948 3,453 975 3,625 994
MINNESOtA L ..o 1,796 827 2,048 889 2,146 867
MiISSISSIPPI .. vvcveeveereereere e ee e 717 1,105 759 1,164 791 1,147
MISSOUN L oo 1,242 796 1,398 855 1,477 861
Montana ........ccooeeeeeiiiiiii e 292 687 321 723 335 752
Nebraska ! ... 533 781 578 810 622 822
Nevada L ..o, 212 1,029 266 990 244 1,001
New Hampshire L e, 330 818 343 845 370 841
NEW JerSeY.....cooveeiiriiiiiiiiiee e 1,109 1,073 1,469 1,184 1,490 1,167
NEW MEXICO....cccuvveeeeeeeicirireeeeeeeeivnnd 352 864 368 878 398 910
NEW YOIK ...vvvvuvvirrieriienirirresnsnsnsnnnnnns 4,012 1,097 4,742 1,111 5,053 1,110
North Carolina...........cccvvvvvevvevininnnnnnns 1,393 908 1,661 975 1,734 965
North Dakota L.......ocovooereeeeeees 229 796 267 842 277 849
ONIO L e 2,777 931 3,328 966 3,532 964
Oklahoma L ..o 511 888 568 806 555 829
Oregon T et 879 829 946 831 975 852
Pennsylvania...........cccocoveiiiiicinnnenn 2,369 882 2,838 919 3,012 940
Rhode Island ... 265 964 305 1,026 345 1,033
South Carolina..........ccceeeveeeeeeennneen. 660 859 975 993 932 976
South Dakota.........ccooeeeeeeeeeeeiiieeeeen, 438 743 444 787 472 774
TENNESSEL ....oevveee e 1,298 1,087 1,467 1,072 1,489 1,073
TEXAS .iiiiiiieiiieiieiiiee et 2,802 924 3,256 961 3,392 960
Utah Lo 428 900 442 915 428 849
Vermont........ccooeeeeeeveeiiiie e 250 835 261 775 293 829
Virginia 1o, 1,202 899 1,262 910 1,334 904
Washington ..........cccoevieeniiieeciiiennd 1,537 945 1,743 999 1,826 1,014
West Virginia ........ccoeeoveensnee e, 324 996 337 1,057 390 1,116
WISCONSIN ....uviviieeiiicciiiee e 2,412 871 2,573 897 2,754 898
WYOMING .eeiiiieiie e 157 668 173 684 190 769
Northern Mariana Islands... 4 964 6 1,103 7 875

1
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Table 12.—Number and average earnings of section 1619(a) and 1619(b) participants, by selected characteristics
of participants, September 1999

1619(a) participants 1619(b) participants
Average Average
Selected characteristics Number earnings Number earnings
B[] - | USSP 23,914 $918 70,580 $1,002
Age:
277 $860 525 !
2,712 893 3,515 $1,179
7,987 909 18,625 1,109
6,653 927 22,813 967
A0—49 4,046 935 14,751 951
5059 1t 1,801 925 6,618 943
(10 336 934 2,036 793
102 932 1,697 770
Sex:
MAUE ..ot 13,477 $924 39,045 $1,032
FEMAIE ..o 10,437 910 31,535 965
Earned Income: 2
WEGES ...t 23,604 $918 69,334 $1,005
Self-employment ........ccooeiiiiriei 437 902 1,730 923
Earning Levels:
Less than $400.........ccoceeiiiieiceieecie e — — 11,057 $267
BA00-3499 ... — — 7,075 438
B500-F599 ....coviiiiiieire et — — 6,578 526
BO00—F699 ... — — 4,737 630
B700-3899 .....ccoiiiiiiiie e 11,409 795 6,342 783
$900-$1,199..... 11,020 993 9,546 1,047
$1,200 OF MOTE ...uvvveieee ettt 1,429 1,329 25,245 1,713
Unearned Income: 2
NONE ..o 21,232 $921 25,830 $1,438
SOCiAl SECUIILY ..ot 669 850 40,815 691
Other pensions.. 35 920 549 785
Assistance based on need..........ccoevcvvvveeieeeiiiciiieeeennnn 6 881 23 1,913
Interest, dividends, €tC .......cccceeveveiiiiiiiie e 1,498 916 4,957 893
(@1 1= RPNt 597 871 3,218 1,133
Work Incentives: 2
PASS 3 et 102 $1,163 0 $0
TRWE ..ttt 868 959 1,661 891
11 1,444 778 1,263

Data not available.
Persons with more than one type are shown under each type.
Includes 3 persons with PASS plans which exclude only resources.
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Table 13.—Percent of SSI disabled recipients and section 1619(a) and 1619(b) participants age 18—64,

by diagnosis, September 1999 1

All disabled 1619(a) 1619(b)
Diagnosis recipients participants participants
Total NUMDET ..o 3,645,995 23,535 68,358
TOtA PETCENE 2 ..ot 1000 100.0 1000
Infectious and parasitic diSEases ............cccevvvevinniieiiecninecn 2.9 1.6 2.6
NEOPIASIMS ..ttt 1.3 1.2 1.3
Endocrine, nutritional, and metabolic...............ccccciiiiiiiniis 5.5 2.4 2.8
Mental Disorders:
Schizophrenia ........coocooiiiiii e 10.9 9.7 11.3
Other PSYChIALIIC .....cceiiiiiiii e 22.6 20.9 213
Mental retardation ..............ccocceiiiiiiiiiin e 24.4 43.6 374
Diseases of the:
Nervous system and sense organs B e 8.2 12.2 12.6
Circulatory SYStEM .......cocveeiiiiie ettt 5.8 1.6 2.1
RESPIrAtory SYStEM .......ociuiiiiiiiie it 2.6 1.0 1.0
Digestive SYSTEM .......ccoviiiiiiiicie e 0.9 0.4 0.6
GeNnito-Urinary SYSteM .......coocvuiieiiiie et 12 1.2 1.6
Musculoskeletal system and connective tissues.................... 9.4 3.5 4.8
Congenital aNOMAlES.........ueiiiiiiiii e 0.4 0.9 0.8
INjury and POISONING ......eevvviiiiirieiie et 2.9 21 2.9
OFNET e e 0.9 12 1.2
1

participants is available from SSI source files.

Includes only recipients whose diagnosis information is specifically identified on the source files.
Most of the section 1619(b) participants who are classified as blind individuals are included in this category. A few section 1619(b) blind participants

Information on diagnosis of all SSI disabled recipients is based on universe counts for December 1998. Information on diagnosis for section 1619

have a primary impairment other than diseases of the eye and are coded in other categories in this table. Also, there are a few participants classified as
having diseases of the eye who are not blind, whose impairment does not meet the definition of blindness, and are classified as disabled.
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SECTION C:
OTHER WORK INCENTIVE
PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS
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Table 14.—Number of SSI disabled recipients benefiting from specified work incentive provisions, by state,

September 1999

Plans for achieving Impairment related Blind
self-support work expenses work expenses
State (PASS) 1 (IRWE) (BWE)

TOtAL et e e 1,069 9,601 4,037
AlADaMA ... .o 13 181 46
AJBSKA. ...t 3 23 1
Y g4 ] 4 T- SRS 8 96 38
ATKANSAS ...ttt e e e et e e e s e e saaeaaeaeaeenas 10 88 55
(O 111 {011 o1 - WSS UPPRIOt 193 747 539
(0] o] = Lo [o TSR PRRRRN 22 40 49
CONNECHCUL ...ttt ie et e e et e st e e e e e 9 147 43
Delaware.......... 0 39 7
District of ColumMbIa ........ccoeeiiiiiiiieiee e 3 3 7
[ o o F= USSP 28 452 137
[CT=To] (o1 T PRSP 26 485 89
HAWAT. .1t a e e ae e e 3 16 10
1AAN0 .o e 3 16 10
HINOIS oot e e 12 372 102
Indiana. 6 187 63
[0 PP 23 63 94
KBNSAS .ttt s 19 321 42
KENTUCKY ...ttt 36 141 67
LOUISIANA ......uiiiiie et s e e s 2 126 75

13 51 21

34 313 43
MaSSACNUSELES ... 43 271 306
MICRIGAN ... 27 318 133
LY LT T LSS ] = PSR 52 183 100
MHISSISSIPPI 1.ttt ettt 4 52 80
IMISSOUI ..t et e e e e et s 17 261 77
Montana .... 21 12 12
[T o= T & USSP 11 65 18
NEVAAA ...ttt 6 29 19
NeW HampPShire ..o 8 38 6
NEW JBISEY ....uiiiiiiei ittt e 36 221 66
NEW MEXICO . ..uuuviiieieteeiiteie et ee ettt tee e e e ee bt aeeeeesebabeseeeeeeeansanenee s 7 144 14
NEW YOTK ..ottt ettt ettt eae e 75 709 315
North Carolina.... 17 415 144
NOMH DAKOA ....eeeeeeeciiiie et e 2 7 3
(0] 31]o TP 51 210 166
()74 F= 1T 14 T- USSP 0 105 18
[ =T o T ] o ISR PPRRUIN 9 50 54
Pennsylvania.... 24 524 206
RROOAE ISIANA ....veiieecce e 6 14 16
SOUth CaroliNa.........cceeviiiiiiiee e e 8 134 77
SOULh DAKOLA. ... .eeeeiieiiiiiiiiie et e 9 28 3
TENNESSER ... ittt e e e e e e aaaa 6 216 83
TEXAS e eveeee ettt ettt e e et ee e e te e e e eteee e et aeeebae e e e ebeaeeeraeeaatbeeeeareaeeanres 33 380 242
[0 = o PSR 2 61 17
Vermont.. 16 11 6
AV 1o 101 - RSP UPPPROTRPTNt 30 625 103
WASHINGLON ... e 8 132 80
WESE VIFGINIA ...eeeeeeeeiteees ettt 5 31 23
WISCONSIN ...ttt e e bae e e e 67 439 108
WMVYOMING 1ottt ettt et e s sae e et e e e bt ee s sneeeeennee 3 9 4
Northern Mariana ISIands..............ccccoviiiiiiieici i 0 0 0

1

Includes 70 persons with PASS plans which exclude only resources.
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Table 15.—Number of SSI disabled recipients benefiting from specified work incentive provisions, by selected
characteristics of the worker, September 1999

Plans for achieving

Impairment related

Blind

Persons with more than one type are shown under each type.

33

self-support work expenses work expenses
Selected characteristics (PASS) 1 (IRWE) (BWE)
TOtAL et e e 1,069 9,601 4,037
Age:
7 16 9
51 461 214
208 3,146 1,023
360 3,178 1,330
291 1,671 864
138 764 413
9 227 101
5 138 83
Sex:
MAUE .ot 501 5,176 2,249
FEMAIE ... 568 4,425 1,788
Earned Income: 2
WAGES ..ottt e et 317 9,544 3,901
Self-employMENt ......ccooiiiiiiie e 49 90 162
Earning Levels:
BB5 OF 1SS .. uuieiiiieiiiie et 710 0 1
BOB—F99 ... e eaaeeeaes 29 989 254
$100-$199 15 529 115
$200-$299 23 1,671 366
$300-$399 41 1,371 292
$400-$499 38 1,080 263
$500-$599 41 968 260
$600-$699 37 761 234
$700-$799 29 539 213
$800-$899 15 343 181
$900-$999 25 532 374
$1,000 OF MOT ...veeiieiireeeeieeeetee e ee e e e e sre e ee e s sraee e srnaeaenns 66 818 1,484
Unearned Income: 2
NONE ..ttt et ettt e e e eae e e raee s 190 4,679 2,137
SOCIAl SECUIILY ..eiiee ettt e 831 4,244 1,557
Other PENSIONS ....coveieicieee ettt 12 84 21
Assistance based 0N NEEd ...........ccovvvvvveieeiiiiiiiieeee e 0 0 0
Interest, dividends, €tC ......cccvveeiii i 82 888 393
ONBI .. ettt 54 282 166
1 Includes 70 persons with PASS plans which exclude only resources.
2



Table 16.—Percent of SSI disabled recipients benefiting from specified work incentive provisions, by diagnosis,
September 1999

Plans for achieving Impairment related Blind
self-support work expenses work expenses
Diagnosis (PASS) 1 (IRWE) (BWE)
Total NUMDET ..o 1,069 9,601 4,037
Total percent 2 100.0 100.0 100.0

Infectious and parasitic diSEASES .........cccevvvrveerieeeriieeeee e 11 21 0.8
Neoplasms 11 0.3 0.4
Endocrine, nutritional, and metabolic ..............c.ccccciiiiiiiniins 2.4 0.6 0.9
Mental Disorders:

SChiZOPhIENIa ....cc.veiiiiiii e 9.5 4.5 0.0

Other PSYChIAtHC ...ccceeeiiiiiieic e 33.4 7.6 0.3

Mental retardation ............cccceceiiiiiie i 5.0 66.6 2.2
Diseases of the:

Nervous system and sense organs S s 20.0 12.0 91.7

Circulatory system. 25 0.9 0.8

Respiratory system 0.8 0.2 0.0

DiIgeStivVe SYSTEM ......eiiiiiiie i 0.8 0.1 0.1

Genito-urinary system .. 1.7 0.3 0.1

Musculoskeletal system and connective tissues.................... 5.8 0.8 0.1

Congenital anOMalieS........cocveeiiiiiiiieee e 0.7 1.6 1.9
INjury and POISONING ......eeivririieeriieeite et 14.4 2.2 0.4
O . e 0.8 0.3 0.2

1 Includes 70 persons with PASS plans which exclude only resources.

2 Includes only recipients whose diagnosis information is specifically identified on the source files.

3

Most of the disabled workers who are classified as blind individuals are included in this category. A few blind participants have a primary impairment
other than diseases of the eye and are coded in other categories in this table. Also, there are a few patrticipants classified as having diseases of the eye
who are not blind, whose impairment does not meet the definition of blindness.



Table 17.—Percent distribution of persons with income excluded under specified work incentive provisions,

by amount excluded, September 1999

Plans for achieving Impairment related Blind
self-support work expenses work expenses
Amount excluded (PASS) 1 (IRWE) (BWE)
Total NUMDET ... 999 9,601 4,037
TOtAl PEICENT......eiiieiee et 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNGEE $25.... ittt et 0.6 21.9 15.3
$25-$49 ..... 1.7 28.1 9.4
$50-$99 ..... 3.5 29.6 16.2
$100-$199 9.2 13.8 18.1
$200-$299 14.3 3.5 12.9
BB00-F499 ...t e 34.8 2.0 14.3
FE500-F999 ... e e 32.6 0.9 11.3
$1,000 AN OVEI.....vveiecireiieiiiesie et etee e ete e sraetae e e e sreeseenee 3.2 0.2 25
1

Data does not include PASS plans which exclude only resources.
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Blind Work Expense
Exclusion (BWE):

Continuation of
Payments:

Earned Income
Exclusion:

Impairment Related
Work Expenses
(IRWE):

Plan for Achieving
Self-support (PASS):

Section 1619(a):

APPENDI X

(Public Law 92-603, effective January 1974)—Permits the exclusion
of any earned income of a blind person which is used to meet any
expenses reasonably attributable to earning the income.

(Public Law 96-265, effective December 1980)—Provides for the
continuation of SSI (also SSDI) payments to disabled individuals after
their disability ceased, due to medical recovery, if they are participating
in approved vocational rehabilitation plans and SSA determines that
completion of the program will increase the chances of permanent
removal from the disability rolls. The provision assists individuals
whose medical improvement occurs before completion of vocational
training. This provision was extended to SSI recipients whose
eligibility was based on blindness by Public Law 100-203, effective
April 1988.

(Public Law 92—-603, effective January 1974)—The first $65 of a
recipient's monthly earnings and one-half of the earnings in excess of
$65 are excluded in computing the SSI benefit payable.

(Public Law 96-265, effective December 1980)—Provides for the
exclusion from earnings of the costs of items and services which are
needed in order to work and are paid for by the individual. These
IRWE's are excluded from earnings used in the determination of SGA
and earned income used to compute ongoing SSI monthly payments.
Beginning December 1990, the IRWE exclusions are also applied in
the determination of income for purposes of initial SSI eligibility.

(Public Law 92-603, effective January 1974)—Permits a disabled or
blind SSI recipient who has an approved PASS to set aside earned or
unearned income and resources for a work goal. The income or
resources set aside are used to pay for goods or services needed to
reach the goal, such as education, vocational training, starting a
business, or purchasing work related equipment. Income and resources
set aside under a PASS are excluded from SSI income and resources
tests but do not influence the determination of ability to engage in

SGA.

(Public Law 96-265, effective January 1981; made permanent by
Public Law 99-643, effective July 1987)—Provides special SSI cash
benefits to disabled individuals who lose eligibility for SSI payments
under the regular rules because they have earnings at the level that is
ordinarily considered to represent substantial gainful activity.
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Section 1619(b):

Substantial Gainful
Activity (SGA):

Treatment of
Sheltered Wor kshop
Earnings:

Useof Multiple
Provisions;

(Public Law 96-265, effective January 1981; made permanent by
Public Law 99-643, effective July 1987)—Provides special SSI
recipient status for Medicaid purposes to working disabled or blind
individuals when their earnings make them ineligible for cash
payments.

(Public Law 92-603, effective January 1974)—Is the performance of
significant physical and/or mental activities in work for pay or profit, or
in work of a type generally performed for pay or profit. Because
earnings provide an objective and feasible measure of work, an
employee's earnings and a self-employed individual's earnings and/or
activity are used as the measure of SGA. The current SGA level is
$700.

(Public Law 96-265, effective September 1980)—Provides that
remuneration for services performed in sheltered workshops or
activities centers would be treated as earned income. This change
made it possible to apply the earned income exclusion to earnings that
previously were subject to the general income exclusion i.e., the first
$20 and a dollar-for-dollar offset thereafter.

An individual may benefit from more than one of the work incentive
provisions. For example, he or she may receive special cash payments
under Section 1619 and have income excluded under a PASS. Other
combinations are also possible, but it is not possible to have both IRWE
and BWE.
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