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Food for Thought

Appetizers
Soup and Salad
Main Course
Dessert



Appetizers

It’s right for the environment

Also … We have to
up to 9 lbs of lead = HAZARDOUS WASTE



Appetizers

We have to
– Resource Conservation and Recovery Act

(RCRA)
– Comprehensive Environmental Response, 

Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA)

– Enforcement Examples
AT&T/Lucent
MN 



Soup and Salad
What’s been going on? 

Federal 
Electronics 
Challenge

Laws, 
Regulations, 
Case Law

Generators:  
DOI, EPA, 
Private Sector, 
Other 
Fed/St/Local 
GovernmentsComputer 

Manufacturers
Computer 
Recyclers



The Main Course

Who
What 
When 
Why
Where/How



Who

Any property manager that has responsibility 
for electronics disposal



America Recycles Day, November 2003







What

Electronics – computer monitors,         
PC towers, laptops, radios, VCRs, TVs, 
printers, Fax machines, copiers





When

Yesterday!  

By end of 2004: computers in the solid waste stream 
could add as much as 

– 4 billion pounds of plastic, 
– 1 billion pounds of lead, 
– 2 million pounds of cadmium, and 
– 400,000 pounds of mercury.



Why

Enforcement Examples 

– Minnesota and California Cases 
Statutory Liability

– AT&T/Lucent Case





Main Course

IT Security
– Must “wipe out” hard drive of all information

Donation to Schools/Education

Wisconsin Checklist for Recyclers







Main Course

Each facility will be unique:

– Location of Facility

– Amount of electronics

– Bureau Property Disposal Regulations



Main Course

Waste Reduction/Pollution Prevention 
– Packaging and other tag-along wastes





Dessert

Contracting
– IT Acquisition
– Disposal Services

EPA Recycling Electronics and Acquisition DisposalDisposal
Government-Wide Acquisition Contract
FEC and EPEAT
Toner Cartridge Recycling Programs
One-stop-shop website



INPUT AND QUESTIONS 
WELCOME!

Catherine Cesnik
DOI, Office of Environmental Policy and Compliance

(650) 329-5186, catherine_cesnik@ios.doi.gov


	DOI Electronics Stewardship
	Food for Thought
	Appetizers
	Appetizers
	Soup and Salad
	The Main Course
	Who
	
	What
	When
	Why
	Main Course
	Main Course
	Main Course
	Dessert
	INPUT AND QUESTIONS WELCOME!

